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W BIZ UNION WAR LOOM 


——+ 





‘One Big Actors Union’ Hastened 





‘One big union’ for actors appears to be nearing reality as result of 
the threat of a wide-open theatrical labor war within the American 
Federation of Labor, due to the affiliation this week of the American 
Federation of Actors with the Internationa! Alliance of Theatrical 
Mempber-unions 
Actors and Artistes of America are now in closer cooperation with 
in their 
combined their physical and financial resources to uphold the Four 
‘harter and retain jurisdiction of per- 
formers in all fields of the show business, 

One high official within the Four 
(Tuesday ) 
appeared to be headed into a ‘one union’ combination which would 
embrace the screen, radio, legit, vaudeville, nitery and burlesque per- 
such a 
victory in the event that the IATSE and other AFL unions attempted 
to gain jurisdiction of performances. 

The idea of ‘one big union’ for actors has frequently been broached 
the International 
No final yes or no has ever eventuated, although a committee has been 
working for the past couple of months on a one-membership card idea, 

In the event that the AFL denies the Four A’s right to revoke the 
AFA's charter, there is no doubt that the actor group will withdraw 
from that organization and set up as a separate union, 
would also tend to speed up the ‘one big union’ idea, 


Stage Employees (stagehands). 


each other than ever before 


A's revocation of the. AFA’s 


obvious reasons, yesterday 


He admitted that only 


formers 


and also considered by 


—_ —_ — 


of the Associated 


history. They have virtually 


A’s, who refused to be quoted for 
stated frankly that the actors 





united front could achieve | 


Board of the Four A’s. 





Such a move | 





Coin Means Midway Must Get a Break 


Estimates of the amount 
by the New York World's Fair mat 


agement in the amusement area con- 


cessions vary from $600,000 to $1,- 
000,000. Reported, too, that it has | 
had to advance additional coin to) 
tide over some of the Fair Corp.- 


financed shows. That would explain 
why admission to the midway was 
dropped from 75 to 40c after 9:30 
P.m., and the experiment of bargain 
tickets tried over the weekend. Ex- 
pectation is that this method, if con- 
tinued, will draw more people to the 
midway, with concessions due fot 
some profit and the Fair getting its 


money back 
The payment’ to bondholders of 
5 With two more similar remit 


before the end of the 
1939 SCasSon, 18 not that tl 


rit 


ances que 


evidence 


(Continued on page 55) 


RITZ-CARLTON TO MOVE 
UPTOWN TO THE PIERRE 


The Ritz-Carlton hotel, N. Y., will 
disappear from its present site at 
46th and 47th streets, fronting Madi- 


son avenue and will be reestablished 
at the Hotel Pierre at Fifth aveuue 
and 60th street, according to a re- 
ported plan. The present Ritz hostel- 
Ty will be rebuilt on the interior, 
though the walls will be retained, 
With offices and additional stores, 
facing all three thoroughfares, sup- 
Planting. Switch is reported to have 
been contemplated for some time 
but business . onditions caused set- 
ting back of the plans. 
Reorganization and change in both 
Properties is made feasible by inter- 
jocking ground ownership interests, 
‘he Gerry and Goelet estates being 


‘ 
ke T 


Principal groups concerned. 





investet Ruth Etting to Try 


| 


Comeback in Europe 


Chicago, July 25. 
Sa 


iled | 


Ruth Etting, who recently 
for Europe scheduled to return to 
active-show business on the other 
ide 

She has signatured for personal 


appearances in London and the Eng- 
inces, starting early in the 


Coast WPA-ers Set Up 
Own Stock Co. in Tent; 


Ist Self-Sustaining Unit, 


Ss Die » ] Jul 25 
WPA i¢ ) { eftusea to ati 
ict y € F< i I ¢ 


Butter Stock Co 


With no theatre available, treupe 
moved into outdoor Wegeforth bowl 


Stagehands rigged 


on zoo grounds. 

a canvas front left over from ‘Drunk- 
ard’ show of several years back, 
which permits use of split curtain 


With general admish 25c and a 40c 
top. actors opened with ‘That's My 
Wife’ and promoted a portable organ 
and a mole quartet for between-acts 


amusem 


Audience £0 nte spirit of the 
thing and opening night was bigger 
than any Fea show for Six 
months. 

Actors include Richard LaSalle, 
Virginia Thorp, Eugene Brown, 
Charles Cannon, Beulah Fair and 


Don Carl. Claimed to be the first ex- 
Feds to go self-sustaining minus any 


angel. 


; | America 
tion 


$600,000 to $1,000,000 of N.Y. Fair Corp. | 


—————_ + 


A WALKS INTO 
AN AFA OATILE 


Fight Among AFL 
Threat- 


Bitter 
Member Unions 





ens, Due to Stagehands’ | 


New Move to Gain Juris- 


ship’s Okay 


EAST-WEST FRONTS 


involving 
looms out 
between the 


A general labor war, 
all theatrical unionism 
of the spreading fight 
Associated and 
and the American 
of Actors. Showdown fight be- 
tween the actors’ and the stagehands’ 
unions almost certain, with 
the other cra 
in. President William A. Green, oi 
the American Federation of Labor, 
is already involved and the Congress 
of Industrial Organization is seeking 


Actors 


seems 


Artistes of | 
Federa- 


diction of Actors—AFA| 
Council Votes Affiliation | 
Without Asking Member-| 


| 
| 
| 


‘afts likely to be drawn| 


1 
to capitalize on the situation by ex-}| 


tending its activities on the Coast. 
From present indications, the battle 
is likely to be the most far-reaching, 


bitter and expensive in the history of 


theatrical labor. 

Situation suddenly took a much 
|more threatening turn over the 
weekend, when the International 


Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 


ployees (stagehands) definitely en- 
tered the picture through its pres- 
ident, George E. Browne Until 
then, the fight had been generally 
confined to Four A’s ranks How- 


een had previcusly made an 


ever, G1 


] 4 7 ad ? *% ’ > r) 
ineffectual éffort to intervene on ap- 


peal from Ralph Whitehead, exec- 
utive-secretary of he American 
Federation of Actors, whose charte 
vas ked by the Four A 
Mea repo! 
i } ) P i 

t IATSI cal t 

(Cont 10n p 4 


0.&J.-F&M MAY SCREEN 
‘HELLZAPOPPIN’ AS IS 


the Olsen and 


} 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
vaude-music may be 


toto. The pr 


Johnson 


filmed in »\ducer-stars 


and Sam Dembow, Jr., v.p. of. Fan- 
chon & Marco, agents for Olsen ana 
Johnson, are talking making it in 


the east with a budget not to exceed 


$150,000, reproduced on celiuivid ex- | 


heatre with-j 


actly as it plays in the tl 

out script changes or elimination of 
f the screwball hokum Even 

1 which now 

would be inc 


the b 
ing intermission 
rated in the film 

Film would be a unique experi- 
ment in that, with the exception of 
Olsen and Johnson, cast would have 
no starred or featured player head- 
aches; no connected continuity: no 
romance and no exterior location 
scenes. 


any oO 
usiness goes on dur- 


rpo- 

















Sports Telecasts Hereafter With 
Special Eye to the Theatre B. 0. 





Talking Back 





Philadelphia, July 235. 

Those new portable radios 
which baseball fans are insist- 
ing on toting to games are be- 
ginning to get annoying to the 
announcers, 

Wise guys in the crowd talk 
back with some none-too-com- 
plimentary remarks aimed up to 
the broadcasting booth when the 
Spieler deviates in the slightest 
from what the fans think they've 


seen 


+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





FOX'S MIDTOWN 
CONEY ISLE 
KAYOED 


—_——__ — 





After going to considerable ex- 
pense, William Fox has had to aban- 
lon plans to build a miniature Coney 
Island on the parking lot in back of 


the Roxy theatre, N. ¥Y. Foundation 
and conces- 


1 
peen 


a 
for carousels, rides 
sionaire booths had completed 
and most of the booths were in the 


finishing stage when the enterprise 
s said to have been halted by Rocke- 
feller executives. 

Legal pressure and threats of in- 
junction reported to have been 
brought against the new amusement 
center on the ground that it would 
cause property value of a _ hotel 
cheduled to be erected hv the 


llers on 6th avenue and 50th 


Rockefe 
$ 


reet to depreciuce In addition 
‘omplaint included intimation that 
Fox’ land ws a ( it 2a nu 
i ] ) ibly id 3e1 
Ra ) A t tura 
ind hen 
All cor tion on the amusement 
ent h been abaiudoned and pr 
Ca L 22a being Dart 
fté . * h + The r ‘ f 
ation » the World 
Fair, eateries, etc., rema ha 
been completed for weeks. 


New Studio Edict 
Limits ‘B’ Directors 


To $500 Weekly Top 


Hollywood, July 25. 





Newest economy stunt on majo! 
lots is to restrict the weekly wages 
of ‘B’ directors to $500 or less. Sys- 


tem is understood to be in effect at 
20th-Fox, Paramount, RKO and 
Warners, with Metro planning a 


Similar move. 

Studio execs are worried over the 
‘B’ situation, with high wages, short 
hours and costly material running 
the bills beyond the revenue point. 


| worked out. 








Col. John R. Kilpatrick, prez of 
Madison Square Garden, and Mike 
Jacobs, the fight promoter, are known 
to look upon future fight telecasts 


| with an eye to the theatre boxoffice. 


Insiders claim that the Garden 
people will withhold television rights 
hereafter until some practical scheme 
for reproducing events in theatres 
throughout the country can be 
This, of course, would 
make possible a commercial deal for 
the television rights. 

Failure of NBC to televise the re- 
cent Joe Louis-Tony Galento prize 
fight is ascribed to turndown by 
Mike Jacobs of the 20th Century 
Sporting Club With the advance 
sales indicative of less than a sell- 
out and with the Earle (nabe) near 
the Yankee Stadium, N. Y., adver- 
tising television pictures of the fight 
it no increase in price, Jacobs, it is 
reported, feit that it would not help 
the gate any to permit the fight to be 
telecast. 

Kilpatrick, speaking for himself 
and for Jacobs, stated: ‘We will work 
closely with any organization which 
plans to develop television broad- 
casting on sound lines. Our sport- 
ing events are always available as a 
practical laboratory for experimen- 
the practical 
television the 


tation, because poner 
arrives, 
Da Us 


Not For Homes 


Kilpatrick made it plain that he 
has a very definite theory on tele- 
Vising sports events. He states: ‘The 
future of television is in the the- 
itre and not in the home. I think 
television will be the biggest boon 
to the theatre that ever happened. 
I do not think theatre owners ap- 


and are ill- 
page 33) 


preciate the new art 
(Continued on 


Singing Waiters Don’t 
Want to Depend 100% 
On Throw-Money or Tips 


S , waite vho have had an 
» y en; . ! . 

i : @ everadali yea Wi l 

) {Oo iu arter as an af- 


an Federaticn of 


Ii é l 
Preferring to be known as 


Labor 
entertaining waiters,’ there are 700 
in New York and of that number 


309 are in good standing, while in 


| Brooklyn there are 1,000 chirping in 


numberless night re- 
bars. Esti- 
throughout 
the aim to or- 


nondescript 
sorts, chiefly glorified 
mated there are 20,000 
the country and it is 


| Sanize locals in populous cities. 


Great percentage of singing wait- 
ers are former vaudevillians The 
organization is out to establish g 


minimum pay of $10 weekly. It fs 
stated that some accept as little as 
$1 per week, or nothing at all, de- 
pending wholly on tips and throw 
; money. Understood that the Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors, whose 
charter was revoked by the Assoe 


ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
(Continued on page 54) 
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sovt's Coast Tack May Involve 


Criminal 


Proceedings; Takes In 


Labor, Wagner Act, F-WC Decree 


Washington, July 25 

Prolonged sleuthing on the West 
Coast has indicated prima facie evi- 
dence of law violations which will 
be taken before a Federal grand 
jury in broadening of the Govern- 
ment’s crusade against the film in- 


dustry. Attorney General Murphy 
Thursday (20) said his subordinates 
shortly will offer results of their 


digging and seek indictments on as- 
sorted charges. Hearing expected to 
start in September. 

Another wide-scale 
tion is expected as outcome of two 
years’ leg-work by a group of spe- 
cial agents under direction of Al!- 
bert M. Law, special assistant to the 
attorney general. In addition, the 


monopoly ac- 


Justice Department will submit facts 


about relations between Willie Bioff. 
of the IATSE, and the studios for 
decision whether they transgressed 
either the internal revenue or Wag- 
ner laws. 

Findings of both D. J. and Treas- 
ury sleuths have been whipped into 
shape where top officials feel re- 
sponsibility for the matters should 
be passed on to a grand jury. The 
Attorney General thinks there is 
doubt about the legality of certain 
actions on the part of major com- 
and the individuals. 





ROWLAND MONICKERS 
UA RELEASING DEAL 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Richard Rowland, indie producer, 
has finally closed his releasing deal 
with United Artists, and is rounding 
up a cast for his first production. 
Picture will be shot at General 
Service studio. 


U.S. PIX CRIX 
ORG. MOVE ON 


July 25. 
Proposed organization of the U.|! 
S. film critics into a national body | 
has progressed to the point where | 
Merle Potter, of the Journal here, 
was delegated to sound out 
ment among 50 of the more promi- 
nent reviewers. Initial replies to his 
questionnaires have indicated a fa- 
vorable reaction to the idea and an 





Minneapolis, 


panies 

The prospective anti-trust case early meeting will be called to dis- 
would be a criminal proceeding, | cuss formal launching. 
not an equity action as has been [f it materializes it probably will 


launched in New York against all 
of the principal producer-dis- 
tributors. While Murphy withheld 
details, hints are that the D. J. peo- 
ple will seek to punish corporations 
and executives for disregarding the | 


inaugurate an annual international 
picture exposition, similar to the one 
held in Venice, to make awards in 
ll fields. 


In his letter requesting an expres- 


sion of views, Potter made it clear 
consent decree which mopped ms 4’ that ‘no union in any sense’ is con- 
former monopoly attack on FOX-' tanplated. Through organization, 


West Coast chain and the majors. 
Independent exhibs have wailed 
that leading companies in recent 
years paid no attention to the prom- 


he states, it is hoped critics may 
exercise more influence over motion 
picture trends, carry greater weight 
with the studios 


o- thi ~ + = ‘ anal ‘ai : 

ises upon which settlement of that | i 5rove criticism standards, impress 
. ‘ aoe ar ‘ ak > . : 

case was predicated and again are jy, public with criticisms’ signifi- | 


discriminating and restraining cOM- | Qance and importance, and increase 


petition. . publishers’ and editors’ respect for 
Bioff and the Studios their calling. 
The Bioff matter, under investiga- at 


tion for many months, is reported 
Flynn and His Father 





to involve payments which neither 


the individual nor the studios re- . 
membered to list in income tax On 2-Month S.A. Cruise 
statements. Unofficial tip is that a 


official handed Hollywood, July 25. 


producing company 


over cash, reported at $100,000, not Errol Flynn leaves Saturday (29) 
shown as an expense, to Bioff who for New York, en-route to South 
failed to show the receipt as in-| America and a two-month cruise. 


come, His father will accompany. 
Possibility this inquiry will lead Flynn was slated to start ‘Captain 
to the whole field of film labor, with | Hornblower’ at Warners’ British 
the general question of studios’ re- | studios in late September with Ger- 
lations with the International Alli- | aldine Fitzgerald as the femme lead. 


~ 


ance of Theatrical Stage Employees! Dennis» Morgan, who _ supplanted 
being scrutinized. Whispered that| Flynn in ‘The Sea Hawk’ at War- 
majors may be formally accused | ners here, is being tested by Michael 


the role instead. 


No. 1 G-Man’s 3d 


Hollywood, July 25. 
‘Federal Offense,’ Paramount's 
third production based on J. Edgar 
Hoover's book, has started work. 
Robert Florey directing. 


Curtiz for 


| 


of thwarting the Wagner Act and of 
conspiring with the IA to keep the 
CIO out of its field. 








McCausland a V.-P. 


—Hotliywood> July 25. 
Alfred H. McCausland, formerly 
with the Irving Trust Co. of New 





York, was upped to vice-president | 
and board member of Harry Eding- L. A. to N. Y. 
ton’s Famous Productions. William Blo® ies Bivins 
Edington rolls his first picture.) Mort Klumenstock. | Matty Fox 
‘South of the Amazon,’ Aug. 10, for | Madeleine Carrell. | Del Goodman 
= ‘ Harry Cohn, Hugh mbes 
Universai release. heer Sememin Chaat 
sensei sesesesetncimmmnantmesiaipeigrcemmmaeananes |} Nat Deverich Arch Megane 
i; Arthur Eddy i. Ruffner 
LOU SMITH GOES SMALL Cliff Edwards ‘Arthur Stebbins 


Hollywood, July 25. 








Lou Smith, former associate pro- N. TT. » L Az. 
ducer with Frank Lloyd at Para- = Ss inieasitline. ten 
mount, has a new berth. er. aie Ue: Cbs |e ae 

He is production aide to Edward Paige prs = scher iy met - — 
Small, now a UA producer. "Mack Millae , ae ae 

Other News of Interest to Fil 
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lof the company, 


senti- | 


; tion to 


PICTURES _ 


\ y¥ 
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U §. Sleuths Open Quiz 
Of Coast Billboard Firm 


Los Angeles, 
& Kleiser, 


July 25. 

Foster 
vertising 
being investigated by Albert Law 
and Harold Collins, assistant U. S. 
attorney generals, following charges 
of violation of consent decree en- 
tered in 1931. 

Law and Collins have for past sev- 
eral years been conducting Govern- 
into alleged 
ure industry, 


ment’s probe 


violations by pict 


FBI Interest in Fox 
Theatres Comes To 


Light in U.S. Court, N.Y. 


Government probe through the 
Federa! Bureau of Investigation into 
the affairs of Fox Theatres Corp. 
was disclosed Friday (21) in N. Y. 
federal court before senior Federal 
judge John C. Knox, at a hearing on 
application of creditors and stock- 
holders of the company, charging 
Milton C. Weisman, former receiver 
and now one of two 
trustees, with fraud and waste of 
company assets. 

Jerome Doyle, assistant attorney- 
‘general, was present in court and 
admitted the investigation in answer 
to direct questioning by Judge Knox. 
The judge reserved decision on an 
application to use funds still in the 
hands of the company for use in the 
investigation. He stated that he pre- 
ferred to wait and see if the U. S. 
intended to bring proceedings. How- 
ever, Judge Knox denied an applica- 
remove the funds of the 








| company from the trustees, Weisman 


in their criticisms, | 


which 
| bill of 


| automatically takes 


and Kenneth Steinreich, and to ap- 
point a temporary receiver until the 
investigation was clarified. In this 
regard, Judge Knox refused to 
supercede an order made last Jan. 
30 by former Judge Martin T. Man- 
ton, approving the plan of dissolu- 
tion of the company and transferring 
the asseis to the trustees. The judge 
declared that the time to appeal this 


order has expired. Any discovery 
of fraud by the Government will 
then find the receivers guilty. 


Arnold T. Koch presented the ap- 
plications and outlined them 

He declared that the stockholders 
committee, headed by 
Rogers, and the creditors committee 
headed by Robert Aronstein, were 


bringing the applications for an in- | 
With the 50-50 partnership expected | 


vestigation and, after a brief resume, 


proceeded to vigorously defend 
Weisman’s conduct in office. The 
pro and con of the situation was 
gone into at great length by numer- 


ous attorneys present, with Rogers 
and Aronstein presenting the accusa- 
tions, and Koch, Ralph Willguss, 
Morton Bogue, Louis Karasick and 
Daniel Rosenblatt, defending Weis- 
nan, who made an attack on 
the genuineness of the attack upon 
himself. Koch summed up the situ- 
ation by declaring that while he 
would welcome an_ investigation 


also 


health, the expense 


diminishing estate did not warrant 


any such investigation, which he said 
would prove nothing. 


Shortly afier this, the Government 
investigation came to light, and de- 
cision was reserved Neither the 
protesting creditors nor stockholders 
have sufficient funds to pay for the 
nvestigation which would require 
services of a special master, a stenog- 


ranher, and possibly accountants. 
Fox Theatres filed its petition of 
bankruptcy seven years ago, and the 


asset have dwindled from some 
$30.000.000 10 years ago. to less than 
$1.000.000 today Creditors 
ing paid 8% dividends 
ceive another 5% with 
the ectate. 
Trustees to Submit Plan 

Supreme Court Justice Timothv 

A. Leary in N. Y. Saturday (22) 


are be- 
and may re- 
the closing of 


on application of Milton C. Weis- 
man and Kenneth Steinreich. trus- 
tees of Fox Theatres Corp., granted 


the trustees until Aug. 25 to 
mit a- plan for operating the trust 
estate of Fox theatres, and for the 
liquidation of the estate together 
with a budget of estimated receipts, 
expenditures and distribution. for 
the period ending Dec. 31, 1939. 
Fox Theatres, in 
for seven y@ars in the N. Y. federal 
court, is to be dissolved as a going 
concern. The N. Y. supreme court 
charge of the 
case under these circumstances. The 
reason for the delay, according to 
the petition, is that the final ac- 
counting of the receiver is not yet 
settled, due to objections -by stock- 
holders and creditors, and an at- 
tack on the plan of dissolution, 


sub- 


coast outdoor ad- | 
and billposting concern, is! 


anti-trust | 


= 


Paul Williams in N. Y. to Set U.S. 
| Trial Date; Asking for November | 


CROSBY’S INCOME TAX 
TEST SUIT VS. THE U.S, ssi, 10, the ©. 5. attomey-cen 


Cne 
{set a date for the trial of the 
trust action against 
| the government. 





—et 


A meeting will be held Monday 


anlie 
the maiors by 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
Hearing befor. fed. 


Suit was filed by Bing Crosby, Inc., 


|against the United States to recover | eral judge John C, Knox, which had 

the taxes paid for 1933 on capital been scheduled for yesterday (Ties. 

stock valued at $2.000.000. day), was postponed one week to 
Action is a test of the constitu- | AUS: 1. 


|tionality of Section 215 of the Na- | Williams arrived in New York 


tional Industrial Recovery Act, under | Monday (24) to see major counsel, 
which the tax was levied. but due to the start of the Eugene 
== | Mori anti-trust action in Philadel. 


| phia, the time was insufficient to ar. 
|rive at any agreement. Williams will 
|remain in N. Y. during the week 


| checking on various aspects of the 
+ action which he has not as yet com- 
' pleted. 
BS FOR 0T Nov. 9 will be the date requested 


by Williams, as the latest starting 
date wanted by the government 
| The U. S. petition states ‘li is 
Hollywood, July 25 respectfully submitted that this ac- 
More A productions and fewer Bs | tion, brought for the purpose of pre- 
is the object of a revision in the venting alleged violations of the 
1939-40 production schedule at 20th-, Sherman ‘Anti-Trust Act. is one of 
|Fox. Darryl Zanuck is eliminating | general public interest. Furthermore, 
several strictly B class features from | it is desirable not only to the pub- 
the Sol Wurtzel quota and substi-) lic, but to the industry as well, that 
tuting an equal number of higher) the alleged violations be judicially 
budget pictures. | passed upon and the issues deter- 
Ante is being raised for Wurtzel’s mined at the earliest practicable date, 
product to pay for name players, The court's attention is respectfully 
whose contracts with other studios! called to that part of Section 4 of 
permit them to do on. or more out-|the Sherman anti-trust act whien 


Gustavus A. | 


would give Weisman a clean | 
to the | 


reorganization | 


expenditures for outside stars, 


More Auditing Stalls 
Cooper-Par Pard Deal 


Delay in 





setting up the final de- 
tween J. H. Cooper 
over theatres in the 
| sulting from consider 
work necessary before the papers 
can be finalized. Meantime both | 
| Par and Cooper representatives have 
been making numerous trips 
Nebraska and Colorado to personally 
check into the situation. 

No snags are reported envisioned, 





able auditing | 


tails on a permanent partnership be- | 
and Paramount ! 
midwest is re- | 


into | 


side pictures per year. Wurtzel is provides as follows: 
understood to have enough good ‘When the parties complained of 
story material in hand to warrant shall have been duly notified of such 


| petition the court shall proceed, as 
| soon as may be, to the hearing and 
| determination of the case.’ It is re- 
| spectfully submitted that by this 
guage, the Congress of the United 
States has specifically indicated that 
| trials brought pursuant to this siatute 
should be expedited in every prac- 
ticable way.’ 

All talk of settlemeni out of court 
of the action appears to have died 
down, as the U. S. will not vield on 
| divorcement, and the company’s will 
| not give up their theatres without a 
| judicial decree. y 

David L. Podell and Williams wi}} 
| handle most of the trial for the U. S., 
although the numerous investigators 
|of the U. S. who have been in the 
field, will present the mere particu- 
larized aspects, 


Additional Particulars 
Denied Col. in U.S 


| Federal Judge John W. Clancy in 
| N. Y. Thursday (20) denied in all 
respects an application by Columbia 


le 
iailli~« 


Suit 


| to be ready for signing and an-| 
nouncement in a few weeks now. | 
Cooper is in the east at present. 
| 

SAILINGS 

| Aug. 8 «New York to London) 
Dick Henry, Condos Bros., Willie, 
West & McGinty, Barr & Estes, 
Jimmy Hadreas, Max Hoffman, | 


16 Gertrude Hoffman 
France). 


Girls (lle de 


Aug. 4 (New York to Rio de Jan- 
eiro) Nat Liebeskind (Northern | 
Prince). 

Aug. 2 (New York to London) 
Harry Cohn, Gilbert Miller, Mr, and 
Mrs. Bob Hope ‘Dolores Reade) 
(Normandie). 

July 30 ‘New York to Rio de 

| Janeiro) Walter Gould ‘Pan Ameri- 
can Airways). 

July 29 (N. Y. to London), A. Sua- 


rez del Rivero (Champlain). 
July 28 (New York to Rio de Jan- 





eiro) Phil Reisman, Sam E. Morris 
(Argentina). 

July 26 ‘London to New York), 
Arthur Tracy, Ray Johnston, Sam 


Burger (Normandie). 


July 26 (New York to Paris), Gene | 


Autry, Herbert J. Yates (Manhat- | 
tan ). 

July 25 (New York to London) 
Eddie Buzzell, Norman Krasna | 
(Nieuw Amsterdam). 


July 25 (Canadian cruise) Mr. 
Mrs. Carl Fisher (Mary 
rinthia). 


and 
Mason) (Ca- 


July 22 (New York to London) 
Harry S. Perry, Robert Trebor, | 
Greta Nissen, George Andre Martin | 
(Ile de France). 


July 20 (Los Angeles to Sydney) | 


Mike Moodabee, Bill Bacher (Mon- 
terey ). 
ARRIVALS 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford C. Fischer, 


Victor Francen, J. Cheever Cowdin, 
Paul Paray, Henry Merckel, Leon | 
G. Turrou, John F. Royal, John 
Loder, Micheline Cheirel (Mrs. 
Loder), Benoit-Leon Deutsch, Alice 
' Marble. 

making it impossible to file until 


Federal Judge Knox decides whether 


an investigation of the company’s , 


affairs is warranted. 


| Pictures Corp. for an additional bill 
of particulars from the U. S. Gov- 
ernment, in connection with the 
| anti-trust action against all major 
|} companies. The judge ruled, ‘We 
|think there has been reasonable 
|; compliance with Judge Bondy’s or- 
der. Serve answer in 10 days after 


| order, and settle order not later than 
July 26.’ 

Columbia has asked first for a dis- 
missal of the action under subdi- 
vision of Rule 12 of the Federal! rules 
| Of civil procedure, which means fail- 
ure to comply with a previous or- 
der of the court. 

Then Col asked that the Govern- 
ment be forced to furnish the par- 
| ticulars which they had not given, 

that the U. S. be precluded from 
fiving evidence at the trial 
| information not submitted, that parts 
of the complaint be stricken out as 
‘sham and frivolous,’ as having al- 
| ready been adjudicated. Lastly, it 
| asked for an extension of 30 days if 
| the application was granted or not 

An interesting feature of the de- 
cision of Judge Clancy 
noring of Columbia’s request 
since the Interstate Circuit, Inc., case 
| had already been decided by the 
U. S. Supreme Court in favor of the 
| Goverment, latter should not be al- 
| lowed to cite the cases again, and 
thus punish Columbia twice for the 
| Same offense. As no opinion was 
ventured on this matter, and as the 
entire decision went against the ma- 
jor company, it can be deduced that 
| the U. S. will be allowed to use this 
evidence at the trial. 

Griffith Wants Particulars 

Motions are returnable tomorrow 
(Thurs.) in the U. S. suit against the 
Griffith Amusement companies 1? 
| the southwest, under which during 
the past week various defendants, !)- 
cluding eight producer-distributors, 
asked for a bill of particulars and # 
more specific outline of the chaiges 
i (Continued on page 27) 
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~~ Studios Unperturbed by Neely 


vv 





The studios aren't giving the Neely bill or its production possibilities 
a thought. They have been assured that there’s ‘no chance of it going 


through Congress.’ 
Studios aren’t giving the synopsis 





In line with the ‘synopsis’ idea which, if it ever goes through—and 
that’s one of the modifications deemed likely—eastern distrib men have 
already envisioned the modus operandi of handling non-‘blind’ selling. 
Would chiefly entail a series of screenings of all new product in the 
various exchange centres; have the prospect buyers (exhibs) see the 
films, and then dicker for their respective calibre theatres, locations, 


situations, etc. 


Hollywood, July 25. 


icea much concern either, 











Goldwyn-Capra-Hughes-Riskin Talk 
Formation of Prod-Distrib Unit 





2 
——— er > 


A new producing-distributing or- 
ganization is in the process of 
formation which will include Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, Frank Capra, Howard 
Hughes and Robert Riskin. Pre- 
liminary groundwork has been laid 
and the new enterprise, which is 
to have its own system of distribu- 
tion, will get under way as soon as 
Goldwyn gets a decision from the 
U. S. District Court, Wilmington, 
Del. on his suit against United 
Artists Corp. 

Goldwyn, on his arrival from the 


Coast on Monday (24) to attend 
the premiere of his picture, ‘They 
Shall Have Music,’ at the Rivoli, 


N. Y., refused to discuss his inten- 
tions in the event the courts rule 
against him. In film circles it is be- 
ing predicted that he is making 
preparations to pull out of the UA 
organization, Goldwyn stated that 
the Capra-Hughes report is another 
story altogether. He preferred not 
to talk about the possibility he will 
leave the UA setup while his suit is 
being decided as he did not want to 
say anything now that might pre- 
judice it. 

Reports about Howard Hughes's 
return to film production have come 
up often in the past year. Hays or- 
ganization records reveal that he has 
registered 30 titles and stories in the 
Past six months. 

Regarding filming of the life of 
John D. Rockefeller, Sr., which Gold- 
wyn has been discussing on the 
Coast, the Rockefeller interests ad- 
vised Archie Mayo, Goldwyn director 
who conferred with them while east, 
that plans to proceed with a picture 
will have to wait until a new biog- 
raphy of the industrialist is com- 
pleted by Prof. Alan 
Columbia University. 

Goldwyn will return to the Coast 


some time next week accompanied | 
by Fred Storm, his new publicity 
chief. 


Goldwyn’s Tosci Idea 
Hollywood, July 25. 

Arturo Toscanini is being sought 
by Samuel Goldwyn to direct “The 
Great Music Festival’ next summer. 
Deems Taylor is rounding up other 
artists for the film. 

Goldwyn’s plan calls for a dra- 
Matic story to intro opera stars and 
instrumentalists with Tosci handling 
actions of both. Taylor is also 
rounding up juve 
100-piece symph. 


PRODUCER GROOMING 
FOR GRAVES AT 20TH 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Ralph Graves has joined 20th-Fox, 
temporarily on story assignments but 
with an associate producer berth in 
the offing. 
Giaves 
Studio once before as a _ writer, 
Shortly after he gave up acting. 








Hogan Ties to Par 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Paramount has handed James Ho- 
&an a new directorial contract for 
two years. 
Next assignment is the Martha 
Raye comedy, ‘The Farmer’s Daugh- 
ter,’ rolling Aug. 21. 


| ule, 


Fineman with Selznick 





Hollywood, July 25. 

Bernie Fineman, until recently a 
producer at RKO, moved to Selz- 
nick-International as production aide 
to David O. Selznick. 

Current job is to look for pro- 
duction material, some of which he 
may produce for the 1939-40 sched- 





PART OF LOEW'S 
347, BONDS 
CALLED IN 


Loew’s, Inc., is calling in part of 
its $12,334,000 Sinking Fund deben- 
tures outstanding, drawing 3%% in- 
terest and due in 1946. Company 
will redeem $375,000 of the principal 
amount on Aug. 15 at the office of 





} 


'through the house next winter, to | 


PICTURES | 








ON NEELY 
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If Neely Comes, Then Com-'! 
plete Revolution in Film- 
Selling Is Not Far Behind 
— Trade Masterminding 
the What and How of 
Future Distrib-Exhib 


Relations | 


_—— 


MIGHT END DUALS | 








By ROY CHARTIER 


Speculation as to what the Neely 
bill would mean, if passed, is rife | 
in all quarters of the film trade. In 
exhibition circles film men are cher- 
ishing a secret ambition to see it 
pass, while in others they are fright- 
ened over its possibilities. Many in 
both factions think Senator Neely’s 
pet bill has a good chance to push 





| become the law nationally as re- | 


gards the sale of film. 


| the Senate regardless of pressure 


The vote was 46 to 28 in its favor. 


It’s even money now to pass the 
House. 
Impartial consideration of 


Neely measure as a law would lead 
to the conclusion that it probably 
would hurt more, where relief might 
be justified, than aid more where 
benefits aren’t guaranteed under the 
present system of distribution and 


exhibition. This, however, is open 
to debate. 
Were block-booking in the dis- 


card, if a producer failed to turn 
out merchandise that 
market, then it would end in the 
scrap-heap, and no doubt so would 
the producer and others with him, 





Dillon, Read & Co., N. Y. All these 
| bonds will have matured serially on 
or before that date. 

Wall street sources are still con- 
fident that Loew’s, Inc., plans to call 
in the entire issue of Sinking Fund 
bonds as well as its issue of 136,722 





Nevins of | 


musicians for a} 


was with the Westwood | 


shares of preferred stock outstand- 


bentures in place of the two classes 
of securities. Bond houses claim 
| Loew’s would have no trouble float- 
ing a 10-year bod issue bearing no 
i more than 3% interest which would 
| save $350,000 annually in interest on 


saving on debentures, 

Reports on redemption and con- 
version current in the street cannot 
be confirmed by any officiais in 
Loew's. The feeling there is said to 
| be that there wasn’t any consider- 
able amount to be saved, and that 
!it would hardly pay to go through 
with any such move. 


HAYWARD AGAIN TO 
REP’ SELZNICK EAST 


] 


| Agency activities of Myron Selz- 


i & Co., Inc., will be merged 
shortly with those of the Leland 
| Hayward, Inc., organization and an 


representation ~ of 
organizations once 
Selznick is closing 


interchange of 
clients of both 


| : 
again resumed. 





| the preferred, in addition to interest | 


up his New York office and trans- | 


ferring all activities to the Hay-| 
| ward staff. 
New deai worked out for servic- 


| ing clients is similar to the arrange- | 
ment that existed between the two, 


organizations two years ago. 


to maintain separate organizations 
on the Coast, but will cooperate on 
business matters affecting their ac- 
counts. 





Daniels-Lyon Abroad 
Hollywood, July 25. 





} day) en route to London. 


Both | 
Hayward and Selznick will continue | 


| who were not earning their keep. 

On the other hand, a favorable point 
| about the Neely bill would be the 
| immediate recognition and commen- 
; surate coin for the producer, direc- 
| tor, artists and writer who did de- 
| liver. 


: | In the theatre branch, as well as | 
ing and issue one new series of de- | 


in guarded distribution nooks of the 
business, it is with some interest that 
| the Neely bill is regarded because it 
would serve as a yardstick by which 
to measure producers, baséd on the 
results attained by their pictures, 
when sold singly and strictly on their 
| merits. The cost of production 
| might be severely brought down in 
the many places where they should 
be brought down. 
no alibis when pictures flop. 
That would also be true 
distributor, however, since vigorous 
selling would have to figure for the 
maximum results in rentals. The 
difference, it is supposed, would be 
that the good pictures would bring 
| in higher returns, while the poor 
ones would get less than they do 
now, though there is a chance that 
some of the lowerbracket or flat 
rental pictures now being delivered 
|under block buys would come out 
just as well since, with a wide open 


market obtaining under Neely’s law, 
real showmanship would again be- 
come a must, 

Even with terrific sales pressure, 


competitive bidding and showman- 
ship, there would still be a lot of 
‘dogs’ that would turn out sad losers 
against negative costs. This might 
be more notably true of the bad 
ones from large major companies 
that are geared un high in their stu- 
dios, but against this condition, pic- 
tures of better grade, made by 
smaller companies and having a re- 


| stricted market, would have a chance 


| 
| 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon are. of accounts now, due to lack of sale 


planing to New York today (Tues-, strength comparable to others, a: 
in | 


to get deserved circulation. 
Every Picture on Its | 
B. O. Merits Strictly 


Producing-distributing companie 
which are shut out from a long lin 


(Continued on page 12) 


a a 


Neely’s bitterly-contested measure | 
to outlaw block-booking and its twin | 
brother, blind selling, went through 


deserved a| 


There could be 


of the 





ERPI and Irving Trust's Financing 
MAY WORK QUT, Plan Curbs Talk of a Widespread 


Move for Legiters’ Film Prod. East 


Leach’s Meno Stock 


Washington. July 25. | 

Financial stake of Thomas P. Loach 

of New York, recent addition to the 

Monogram Picture Corp. directorate, 

was unveiled this week by the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission. 

Recruit board member holds 400 





| shares of Mono common plus 6,173 
' options for similar tickets. 


| 





U HAS 16 FILMS 


FOR 1939-4 
COMPLETED | 


am hy | 


! 

Hollywood, July 25. | 
Universal is plotting to beat the 

gun when the new season starts | 
| at the post and plenty more at work 
in the offing. Prexy Nate Blumberg 


a bal 


| 
at any other period in its history. 


are nine features and one serial, ‘The 
Phantom Creeps.’ The features are 
|The Underpup,’ ‘Mutiny on the 
Blackhawk,’ ‘Tropic Fury,’ ‘Desper- 
| ate Trails,” ‘In Old Oklahoma,’ ‘Bad 
| Company,’ ‘Hawaiian Nights,’ ‘Hero 
For a Day’ and ‘London By Mid- 
night.’ 

Currently in work and scheduled 
| for completion before Sept. 1 are 


| ‘Rio,’ ‘Missing Evidence,’ ‘One Hour | 


| to Live,’ ‘Legion of Lost Flyers,’ ‘Call 
|}a Messenger’ and ‘Listen Kids.’ 

Sole straggler of the 1938-39 sched- 
ule is the Deanna Durbin starrer, 
‘First Love,’ now well under way 
before the cameras. It is the last 
of the 40 features promised for the 
| past season. 

Universal will remake ‘Phantom 
of the Opera,’ starring Miss Durbin 
On the 1940-41 program as company 
leader for the season. Budgeted 
around $1,250,000. 


TOWNE-BAKER, MORROS’ 
RKO UNITS ROLLING 


Hollywood, July 25. 
‘Swiss Family Robinson,’ rolling 
Sept. 1, will the first production 
by Gene Towne and Graham Baker 
for RKO. ‘African Intrigue,’ slated 
as initialer. has been deferred to Oct. 
1 so Tay Garnett can direct. 


‘The Flying Deuces,’ first Boris 
Morros production for RKO release, 
hopped off at General Service studio 
with Edward Sutherland directing. 


Picture stars Stan Laurell and Oliver 
Hardy, with Jean Parker Reg- 
inald Gardiner in the romantic spots 


and 


Machaty Back at MG 
To Direct Briefies 


Hollywood, July 26. 

Gustav Machaty, Hungarian direc- 
tor who made ‘Ecstasy’ in Europe, 
was signed by Metro to pilot one- 
reelers. 

Studio had Machaty under contract | 
for one year but dropped him after 
his remake of ‘Within the Law.’ 





Robinson’s ‘Next 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Edward G. Robinson is to star in 
Yarners’ ‘The Life of Dr. Erlich,’ 
ased on the life of the Gerrnan sci- 

itist, as soon as ihe player returns 

9m his eastern vacation. 

John Huston screenplaying for 
early September production. } 


| trical Research 


proposed, 


| states the studio production is far-|the bankers getting 


International Show News. 52 
eo ee 48-51 
Pah a CN eb ireddaink bas kos 26 
| | RRR Ras 40-42 
| INOW FOUS occ ccccccss 45 | 
1!) Night Clubs ............. 43-45 
ig “rer: - 54 | 
i ae . 55 
3. | eee 2-29 
i Sree reer. 30-39 
| Radio Reviews........... 3 
| Radio—International ..... 39 
WEIEVITIE 0556600000400 43-45 


Eastern Service Studios (N. Y.) 
scheme to interest Broadway legit 
producers to film ouistanding hits, 
with financing guaranteed by Elec- 
Products, Ine. and 
the Irving Trust Co., has fallen 
through. Stumbling block is over 
disagreement on extent of financing 


Starting off on the premise that 
they would jointly guarantee up ta 
80° of the produciion cost on a 
group of six to 12 A-budzgeted pic- 
tures, proponents of the scheme are 
now unwilling to gamble on advane- 
ing more than 60%. and want the 
other 40% assumed by the proe- 
ducers themselves. 

Although making a 
tofore of shouldering up to 30% of 
a picture's cost in the form of 
credits which producers use up by 
making films in Erni studios, latter 
now appears unwilling to risk more 
than 15% in the present proposi- 


practice here- 


tion. Irving Trust would take the 
other 45°%. 
The Group Theatre and _ other 


Broadway producers are definitely 
not interested on that basis, as they 
would have not only the problem 


| against it as around an 8-to-5 choice. | Sept. 1 with 16 completed features | of raising money but would have to 


wait a year or more to see daylight 
and recoup their investment, with 
first crack at 


the | ther ahead at this time of year than | the returns. 


| 
| C6mpleted for the 1939-40 program | 


Conditions Unfavorable 

Considerable doubt of any whole- 
sale spur to eastern productior is 
expressed by film executives, tech- 
nicians and unions. Many factors 
| Stand in the way. One is the lack 
| of topnotch studio technicians, such 
as set builders, artists, cameramen, 
| ete., and another is the high cost of 
| financing and union labor. 
| Even though distribution is not 
| difficult to arrange, producers are 
reluctant to make pictures in New 


York. If they are made at the 
Eastern Service plant in Astoria, 
L. I, with financing arranged 


through companies - affiliated with 
Erpi, they face too high costs. 

For instance, there are high fees 
for rental of equipment and studio 
use, charged off weekly; sets built 
on a 10% basis; 1% a 

(Continued on page 55) 
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ctor-Labor War Looms as AFA 


Seeks to Enlist IATSE Cooperation ...... 





(Continued from page 1) 
CIO moves to invade the 
union setup in Holly- 


alarmed at 


AFL craft 


wood and is trying to recruit other | 
federation affiliates to fight off the at- 


tack. It is particularly seeking Screen 


Actors Guild help in the situation, | 


According to Four A’s heads in New 
York, that isn’t ‘necessarily a case 
of the IATSE playing ball with the 
Guild in Hollywood, while threat- 
ening the whole Four A’s through- 
out the country.’ 

Explained that the stagehands 
union’s. Coast local frequently has 
been at odds with Browne’s policies 
and has generally been friendly 
and cooperative with SAG. Under 
the present circumstances, however, 
it is indicated that the Guild will 
certainly not make a move to pro- 
tect the AFL setup in the film crafts 
as long as the federation continues 
to permit Green and Browne to in- 
terfere in Four A’s jurisdictional 
and constitutional rights. It'll be 
time for the Guild to consider heip- 
ing the AFL when the AFL gives 
assurances of observing the Four 
A’s constitutional rights, the actor 
union heads say. 

Although admitting he hadn't 
consulted his membership on the 
matter, Whitehead last Saturday 
(22) applied to Browne for an IATSE 
charter for the AFA. At the same 
time, it was learned, he asked Green 
for an 
the AFL executive council. How- 
ever, AF.\ is still seeking an in- 
junction against the Four A’s and 
is trying to have the charter-revoca- 
lion set aside. 

Whitehead, Browne ‘Agree’ 

According to Whitehead, he and 
Browne reached a ‘complete under- 
standing’ at a confab Saturday (22) 
attended by Green. (Although he 
was in New York at the time of the 
reported session, Green denied be- 


ing present, explaining that all he 
knew about it was what he'd ‘seen 


in the papers.’) Browne couldn't be 
reached for comment, but he was 
reported to have agreed to charter 


AFA under his sweeping constiiu- 
tional powers. Whitehead = sub- 
sequently indicated he had been 


promised a place on the LATSE coun- 
cil. 

Green conferred for two hours 
Sunday afternoon (23) with a Four 
A’s delegation consisting of Frank 
Gillmore, president; Paul Dullzell, 
Kenneth Thomson, Paul Turner and 


Laurence’ Beilenson. It was in- 
dicated that the session was far from 
satisfactory for the Four A’s offi- 
cials, but a statement, authorized 


by Green, was subsequently released 
by Gillmore. Among other things, it 


conceded the ‘paramount authority 
of the Four A’s to contro] its in- 
ternal affairs and to discipline and 


expel its branches.’ 
that Joseph Padway, general coun- 
sel for both the AFL and AFA, was 
‘not appearing for AFL in this mat- 


Also explained 


ter, but was appearing only for 
AFA.” It concluded that ‘Padway 
was not and is not authorized to 
speak for the AFL in this matter.’ 
Green Backtracks 

However, the AFL prez subse- 
quently backtracked on much of the 
statement in an interview with re- 
porters. Despite the admission of 
the Four A’s ‘paramount author- 
jiv,’ Green refused to admit or deny 
that AFA was still a member of the 
AFL. He said that the matter 
would have to be taken up by the 
AFL executive council Aug. 7 in 
Atlantic City. explaining that the 
council] .would first have to decide 
whether it has authority to act. 


However, it was pointed out that the 
council would undoubtedly have 
power to conduct an ‘independent 
investigation’ and recommend ac- 
tion to the AFL annual convention 
in October. 

Green agreed that Padway’s con- 
nection with AFA would baz 
participation in the AFL executive 
council’s consideration of the ques- 
iion, but added that the attorney’s 
legal opinion and ‘advice’ would be 
sought. AFL prez also refused to 
discuss the question of the IATSE’s 
right to assume performer jurisdic- 
tion by chartering the AFA. It was 
the unanimous opinion of all those 
present at the interview that Green 
appeared distinctly friendly toward 
Whitehead’s cause. 

Asked how last week’s wire ad- 
vising J. W. Buzzell, of the Los An- 
geles Central Labor Council, that 
‘we still recognize AFA as part of 
AFL’ jibed with his admission that 


hie 
i115 


the Four A’s has ‘paramount au- 
thority’ to discipiine and expel its 


i Tucker 


'utive 


| branches, Green equivocated, but fi- 


nally explained that the wire was 
not intended for publication. And, 
although repeatedly pressed for an 
explanation of a possible constitu- 
tional tie between AFA and AFL, he 
failed to define the Whitehead- 
union’s exact status 

With the matter slated for a com- 
plete thrashing out at the AFL 
executive council meeting Aug. 7, a 
the Fovr A’s 


stand. Indicated 


Frank Gillmore, 


f ¥ 


/ 











Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, July 25. 
renewed Albert 
heimer’s writing pact. 


| Warners handed new contract to 
Donald Crisp. 

Waldo Salt inked new writer 
ticket at Metro. 


Kenneth Thomson, |! 


2aul Turner and Henry Jaffe, will | 


not attempt to present any evidence 


against Whitehead or the AFA, but | 


will simply demand that the exec- 
council observe a hands-off 


‘policy on the ground that the Four 


A’s has ‘paramount authority” over 
its internal affairs. 

Laurence’ Beilenson, Four’ A’s 
counsel, leaves today (Wednesday) 
for the Coast, with a stop-off in Chi- 
cago to powwow with Four A’s rep 


resentatives there. Kenneth Thom- 


son goes to Washington today to con- 


| 


fer with various labor leaders, ap- 
parently to learn their attitude in 
regard to the coming struggle. He'll 
remain a day or two. 
To Attack AFL, IA Heads 
Likely that the Four A’s will level 


‘attacks against the IATSE and AFA 
| leaderships, with the declaration that 


independent charter from | 


such moves will be carried onto the 
floor of the convention and into the 
newspapers if the Four A’s rights are 


threatened. However, it is figured 
‘likely that the Green-Padway- 
Brown setup will defeat the Four | 


A’s in the executive council and will 
probably repeat the maneuver at the 


;} annual convention. 


In other words, the Four A’s 
heads, who less than a week 220 
| were pooh-poohing talk of with- 

drawing from the AFL. now admit 


| than 


that such a prospect is highly prob- 
able. And with a unanimity un- 
precedented in performer unionism, 
they're grimly determined to protect 
their jurisdiction to a finish fight. 

If Browne actually carries out his 
long-repeated threat of trying to 
‘take over’ the actor unions, there 
will undoubtedly be the most vicious 
fight in all theatrical history. Rather 
submit to stagehand domina- 
tion, the actor representatives de- 
clare they'll tie up the entire show 
business setup. Although they doubt 


whether Browne would risk throw- 
ing his huge membership out of 
work in an attempt to gain corftrol 
of the performer unions, the actor 
representatives figure they could 
stand such a siege better than the 
stagehands. 
No Show Without Actors 


As one Four A’s exec expressed it, 
‘If it comes down to it, we'll 
who’s essential to show business. Let 
the stagehands bring on this fight 
and they'll wreck their pwn union, 
even if they don’t wreck the enter=- 
tainment industry. Don’t forget you 
can put on a show without stage- 
hands, but you can’t get along with- 
out actors. If necessary, we'll move 
our own scenery—that’s only a spe- 
cialized laborer’s job which anyone 
can be taught. But you can’t teach 
people overnight to be actors. sing- 
ers or dancers.’ While that kind of 
talk is admittedly far-fetched. it in- 
dicates the temper of the performer 
groups. 

What will, or would happen if and 
when the Four A’s is out of the AFL 
is a matter of speculation. Perform- 
er spokesmen believe the federation 
is of little value to the actor unions 
at present and that the affiliation 
merely costs the Four A’s money in 
per capita tax payments. There has 
been talk that in case of a break with 
the AFL, the Four A’s might tie up 
with the Authors League (which 
comprises all the show business writ- 


see 


ing guilds) and the directors in an 
all-inclusive talent setup. Possibil- 


ity of a tie with the CIO has also 
been mentioned, but that is consid- 


| ered remote. 


intensive educational 
its memberstuips. 


an 
witnin 


campaign 


may soon be released at Browne and 
William Bicoff, his Coast representa- 
tive. In that connection, the actor 
union heads believe that Browne, 
Bioff and even Green have as shaky 


| national board, is 


Monogram took up John Trent's 


player option. 


Farciot Edouart.signed new ticket 


as head of Paramount montage de- 
partment. 

Hugh Butler signed new scripter 
deal at Metro. 

Harry Sherman signed Bil] Pagan 


: ; |as western actor. 
delegation will be present to argue |" 2 


the ! 
' group, which will probably include | 


Arthur Kay inked a contract as or- 


chestra conductor at Paramount. 


Warners signed Bebe Anderson to | 
a minor’s player pact. ml 
RKO filed minor’s contract with} 
Tim Holt in superior court. _ 
Edward Small renewed Louis Hay- | 
ward's pact. “ na 
Universal lifted Frank Skinner's 
composer option. 
Franz Waxman inked new contract | 
at Metro. : 
Dick Foran inked four-picture 
contract at Warners. 
Metro renewed 
writer ticket. 
Ilona Massey signed new deal at 
Metro. | 
Producers Pictures signed Bobby 
Clark, cowboy moppet. 


Elaine Ryan's 


Four A’s heads believe that recent | 
developments have at last brought 
into the open the long suspected 
Browne support of Whitehead. 
AGVA Opens N. Y¥. Office 

Meantime, the American Guild of | 
Variety Artists, which the Four A’s 
c’-artered to replace AFA, has opened 
temporary offices in W. 42d street, 
Nev York, adjacent to the SAG 
office. Pending the selection of an 
executive-secretary, Mrs. Florence 
Brady Marston, SAG’s eastern rep, 
will have charge of the office. Al- 
though the appointment of an execu- 
tive-secretary is admittedly urgent, 
no choice has been agreed upon as 
yet. 

Mrs. Dorothy Bryant, formerly ex- 
ecutive-secretary of Chorus Equity, 
has definitely declined the post, and 
Wilfred Lytell, a member of the 
American Federation of Radic Artists 
now being men- 
tioned as a possible choice. Mean- 
while, the AGVA membership drive 
is being pushed. Estimated that there 
are about 1,500 applications already 
on file, of which nearly 1,00@ are in 
New York. 

Attorneys for the Four A’s will 
today (Wednesday) file briefs with 
Supreme Court Justice Edward J. 


McGoldrick in the AFA’s applica 
tion for an injunction to halt the 
AGVA organizing drive and set 
aside the AFA charter revocation. 
Case was heard last Friday (21). 
when McGoldrick refused to grant 
a temporary stay and reserved judg- 
ment pending examination of the 
briefs Figured likely that a de- 


] 


cision will not be 
several .days, or 
more. 

Case pends upon _ intervretation 
of the issues in dispute. Four A’s 
reps claim the State Labo: 
bans the granting of an injunction 
in a labor dispute. AFA attorneys 
argue that the case does not involve 
a labor dispute, but is a matter of 
the protection of existing contracts 
between AFA and various manage- 
ments. Figured certain that if an 
injunction is granted, an appeal will 
be taken to a higher court. 

Four A’s Unified 


handed 
possibly a 


down for 


week or 


Law 


Meanwhile, the various Four A’‘s 
unions are quickly uniting inte 
one compact group. Even Equity, | 
which only last week failed to 
vote a loan to the new union. | 
yesterday decided to advance $10,- 
000 from its own treasury and 
a similar amount from Chorus 
Equity’s. The legit union’s officials 


also privately indicated that if an 
open fight with the stayehands en- 
sues, the entire $400,000 Equity 


treasury, plus Chorus Equity’s $200,- 
000 would be forthcoming. SAG, 
which has already voted a $10,000 
preliminary loan, and the Hebrew | 
Actors union are also actively in 


eg _ | the setup. 
Four A’s is known to be planning | 


Theatre Authority, which last | 


| week culled on Whitehead and the | 


There is, 
also a likelihood that public blasts | 


support of their rank and file mein- | 
berships as Whitehead had. For that | 


reason, they think a campaign to re- 
,veal the background of the opposition 
leaders might undermine the entire 
IATSE move, In that regard, the 


| 


AFA to answer charges of misuse 
of Authority funds, will go ahead 
with hearings despite the immediate 
resignation of Whitehead from the | 
Authority. Trial will be held Aug. 


| 3, with evidence being heard re-| 


gardless of whether or not the AFA | 
offers a defense. In the interim, 
the Authority appointed a board of | 
three outside representatives to | 
conduct an investigation of accusa- | 
tions made by Whitehead against 
the Authority. 


Mann- |! 


|‘Heart of Darkness.’ 
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ew RKO Board Elections Teday 
(Wed.); $1,500,000 Underwriting Set 








‘RIO’ UNDER WAY AT U 


AFTER 2-YEAR PREP 


Hollywood, July 25 


‘Rio’ finally got under way at Uni- 
versal after two years of prepara- 
Story was originaitv bought as 
a starrer for Danielle Darrieux, who 
is detained in France by legal en- 


tion, 


tanglements. 


Sigrid Gurie heads the cast, with 


John Brahm directing. 





U’s ‘Mikado’ Revives 


GN’s ‘Girl Said No,’ Also 


With G. & S$. Tunes 


Philade!rhia, July 25, 

With the release of the ‘Mikado’ 

Universal, Grand National is 
pushing its own Gilbert and Sullivan 
film of two years ago into accounts 
opposite Universal's. 

The GN pic, which is getting quite 
a few dates after being in the vaults 
for a long time, is ‘The Girl Said 
No.’ It has an original plot and a 
straight American locale, but in- 
cludes almost a dozen G&S tunes, 
including the most popular ones 
from ‘Mikado, ‘Three Little Maids,’ 
‘Mikado’s Song,’ ‘Flowers That 
Bioom in the Spring’ and *‘Wander- 
ing Minstrel.’ 


by 


‘Encore’ Gag Indifferent 

Encore performance idea was 
tried out last Wed., July 12, on ‘The 
Mikado’ (U) when the picture was 
dualed at the RKO Palace, N. Y.. 
with another feature. Songs that 
proved popular enough to draw 
steady applause were to be replayed 
within a few minutes after applause 


was registered. This was done by 
having several of hit tunes lined up 
and threaded in another projection 


machine, 

Theatre 
pecially familiar 
song outstanders, 
this proving a_ handicap. Thus 
some of the intervening interludes 
were applauded but there were no 
repeats because only the big tunes 
were lined up for reproduction in 
the booth. Same _ idea _ probably 
would work with a film 
having more appeal to 


audience was no? es- 
with ‘The Mikado’ 


or didn’t care, 


out better 
general 


cinema audiences, 


‘Mikado’ for 1939-40 
the schedule 
this year, ‘The Mikado’ has 
off and will be given a 
date as a '39-40 picture, 
though it played a 
first run engagements 
country. 

Universal 
ture set for 


On for general re- 
lease 
been taken 
future 


al- 


has number of 
throughout 
the 
originally 


general 


had the pic- 
outge July 1. 


‘Encore’ on Bing’s Latest? 
Al Wilkie of Paramount is mulling 


an ‘encore’ gag on the new Bing 
Crosby picture, ‘The Star-Maker,’ 
with the possibility of certain hit 


t nes being reprised, if there is suf- 
ficient public interest. 


MacDonald-Eddy | Back 
In Metro’s ‘Lover’ Pic 


Hollywood, July 25. 


‘Love! Come Bact to Me,’ 
Jeanetle MacDonald's picture 
under her new two-y: ‘Oo con- 
tract, calls for a reun., .ith Nel- 
son Eddy. Robert Z. Leonard will | 


produce and direct as soon as Eddy 
finishes his current job, ‘Balalaika.’ 

Miss MacDonald's pact provides 
time off each year for a concert 
tour. 





Setting Welles’ Pic 


Orson Welles’ one-picture deal 
with RKO Radio is budgetted at 
$500,000. Although no _ contracts 
have been signed as yet for other 
members of the Mercury Theatre 
group to appear in Welles’ first fea- 
ture effort, producer has arranged 
for the appearance of at least three 
Mercury players in Joseph Conrad’s 
They are Hi- 


ram Sherman, Edgar Barrier «nd 


| George Coulouris, 


Two Hollywood players signed for 
the cast are Vladimir Sokloff and 
John Emery. 





Election of a new board of direc. 
tors of the reorganized RKO (Corp, 
has been set for today (Wed.). Meet- 
ing this afternoon will with 
stockholders and creditors electing a 
| new slate of directors to guide future 
| destinies of the company. George J, 
Schaefer, present head of the parent 
| company’s principal subsidiaries, js 
attending today’s board meeting and 
will be elected a direcior. Procedure 
followed in the Paramount Pictures 
reorganization, with new directors 
immediately holding another meeting 
|to elect new officers, will probably 
| be followed in this case. Schaefer js 
' slated to become the new president, 
| Federal Judge William Bondy in 
|New York Thursday (20) granted a 
}request of Irving Trust Co., RKO’s 
| trustee, and allowed it to eal! 


ry 


owt 
Stall 


Frederick L. Ehrman, L. Lawrence 
Green, Conde Nast, John E. Parsons, 
N. Peter Rathvon and W. G. Van 
Schmus. 

Hamilton C. Rickaby, heading the 
legal department of the Atlas Corp., 
| proponents of the plan of reorgani- 
| zation, then told Judge Bondy that 
he would submit the new $1,500,000 
‘underwriting agreement for the new 


meeting of the RKO board of direc- 
tors in order to elect new mem- 
bers to the board. The board now 
consists of three men, two of whom 
| will be re-elected. These are James 
|G. Harboard and Lunsford P. Yan- 
| dell. The other was Leo Spitz. 

| Other members to be elected will 
be Richard C. Patterson, Jr., chair- 
;}man of the board; Raymond Bill, 
| Ned E. Depinet, Thomas P. Durell, 
| 


| stock within a fortnight. Laiter set 
July 31 as the day for the next 
hearing with the underwriting 


agreement to be submitted either on 
that day or before. 


Rickaby also obtained court ap- 
. h 
proval to immediately incorporate 
the new company in Delaware, 


which he will do, 100 shares 


issuing 


of preferred stock and 900 of com- 
‘mon. Also filed with the court 
were copies of the new certificate 


of incorporation, the bylaws of the 
new company, and forms of the new 
preferred and common stock certifi- 
cates. The new securities will 
shortly be registered with the N. Y. 


stock exchange, Rickaby told the 


court. 

Actual consummation wl! preb- 
ably take place in early Novem- 
ber, Rickaby stated at the close of 
the hearing, but the new organ za- 
tion will start functioning before 


anotner mon ed 


th has pas 


Judith Anderson in Pix 
After 7-Year rur'ough 


| - 


Hollywood, July 


Judith Anderson 
screen for a top role in ‘Rebecca’ at 
Selznick-International. 

She films to 


Stage 


returns t¢ tne 


deserted resume her 


work seven years ago 


Carlson Also Has Script 

Wherein He May Perform 
Hollywood, 25 

Carlson is 


July 
Richard 


sereen-treat- 


ng his play, ‘Western Waiters,’ for 
| Meiro. He'll probably play the 
ead. \ 
Play had short run on Broadway. 
and was written while the actor was 


a student at the U. of Minnesota. 





| Edelman on WB ‘69th’ 


Hollywood, July 25 

| Lou Edelman hag been handed the 
associate producer job on ‘The Fighte 
| ing 69th’ at Warners. 

Burbank studio is going ahead with 
its picture although 20th-Fox has ac- 
| quired the official right to film the 
| autobiography of Father Duffy, 
| chaplain of the regiment. Lamar 

Troth is scripting from the fighting 
priest’s autobiography. 

| George Boothy, former N.Y. World 
reporter, is scripting the WB pic. He 
was attached to the 69th regiment 
and has a tome, ‘Just a Reporter’ on 
the presses for fall release. 


GARFIELD’S ‘MANKIND’ 
Hollywood, July 25. 
‘For Benefit of Mankind’ starring 
role goes to John Garfield at War- 
| ners, 
| Maruce Rapf scripting from Mal- 
i vin Wald’s original. 
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MASS AFL CRAFTS VS. ClO 


WB Wins Bein Suit on Appeal: 
Other Film Plagiarism Actions 


Life Tou Easy | 


Hollywood, July 


PICTURES VARIETY 
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ISEEK SUPPORT 
ACTORS, PAINTERS 


Labor Tops Launch Drive for 
United Front in Fight for 


[A’s Showdown on Photogs 


Hollywood, July 25. 

The IATSE is pressing for a showdown with the producers on new 
agreements for studio locals and takeover of chief photographers, now 
affiliated with the American Society of Cinematographers. If studio 
locals are unable to get satisfactory pacts, George E. Browne, IATSE 
prez, will be asked to toss support of theatre projectionists behind his 
demands, 

Producers are disturbed over the situation. 

















The circuit court of appeals 
New York, Friday (21), in a unani- 
mous opinion, upheld the Federal 


im 


LE 





Thev spent three hours 


discussing the ASC contract Friday (21) night and plan another session Ay - — soto A distric ; EE ‘ 
ils WORE, TRESS OF SEENON Wis Seveted to Such-prssing, WHR GgneEs Industry Jurisdiction— ain peels we ‘the ae . a ee Rei ok Sean ro 
on closed shop provision in contract. ° ° . ; ; 8 s eir 
Understood matter will be put up to Nicholas M. Schenck, Sidney R. Sorrell Says Painters Will Lee tye Wie: Reng ony Sm | against Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc, 
Kent and Joseph M. Schenck for their decision. Contract with ASC Take No Step Until AFL Yosk a Bh sNeY Bein had claimed that his novel, 
sat in during most of negotia- owes ‘‘Youth in Hell’ and his play, ‘Road 


was prepared by studio attorneys who 
tions. 

Suggestion that the matter be taken before the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board was nixed by executives. 

General opinion seems to be that if the IATSE pressed its demand 
for jurisdiction over the chief photogs there was little the producers 
could do about it, especially if IA’s demand was backed by the theatre 
projectionists, 

Thousand members of United Studio Technicians Guild met Sunday 
(22) and adopted a platform calling for minimum security pay of $2,000 
for every studio craftsman. Leaders promised that the organization 
would block any attempt of IATSE to sign contracis with producers 


Cleans Up Studio Situation 
—USTG Active in Field 


PRODUCERS DISTURBED 


‘Taking this dough for the 
little I'm doing is like being on 
relief!’ 











Hollywood, July 25. 
Another effort by the AFL 
to block entry of the United 


Studio Technicians into the pic- 


before the NLRB determined which organization represented the 
ier . - : rae “Monday (24 aie F a e 
majority of workers. Members were told that the CIO was financing wee neta a monday (#4) worked on certain revisions with 
of but that night when Herbert’ Sorrell, one (Edward) Chodrov, an employ- 


the preliminary organization USTG, no strings were 


attached, 


, Fiscal Year's Amus. Tax Income 


ee of Harris. Harris let his option 
to produce the play lapse. Chodo- 
rov, in November of the same year, 
went to work for the defendant and 
wrote the screen play from which 
the motion picture was made. 
‘Chodorov claimed that his screen 
was based on a story about a 


business rep of Studio Painters, 
walked out on a meeting when 
his inclusion in the drive was 
questioned, on the ground he 
was sympathetic to the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations. Sor- 
rell reiterated his assertion that 
the IATSE would have to ‘clean 











| out of Hell,’ later revised as ‘Little 
; basis for the WB film, ‘Mayor of 

Hell.’ 
Justices Robert Patterson, Lerned 
SEE IA PUSH T0 terson writing the opinion and tie 
|; others concurring, declared: ‘The 
| plaintiff in 1931 came to an agree- 
FURTHER ORG. | ducer of plays, fer the production 
of his play, and early in 1932 he 

A tightening of the reins of the 

International Alliance of Theatrical 
Employees and a vigorous campaign 


Old Man,’ had been used as the 

Hand and Harrie Chase, with Pat- 

{ment with one (Jed) Harris, a pro- 
to organize the film field, together | play 














+ 

Vielded the Government $19 47() 1% up and become a real union,’ in | with theatres, from top to bottom, is | reform school written by one Aus- 
« : which event he would go down | looked for following the sweeping) ter, and purchased by the defend- 
the line for the AFL. victory of the IA in Los Angeles! ant, and not on the plaintiff's play 
—-—_ — + |over Local 37, Technicians. This’ Since both deal with reform schools, 
, — ° ; Alarmed over move by United! campaign for what fs commonly re- we are bound in a common sense to 
Washington, July 25 Softening Em Up Studio Technicians Guild to take| ferred to as industrial organization, | scrutinize the Chodorovy screen play 

Recovery still is not a definite Hollywood, Julv 25. over 12.000 film workers affiliated as distinct from craft unionism, has closely for evidence of copying.’ 
trend but the amusement industry's Universal is sending he Little | lal emia Mie alt Tien been an objective of the IATSE fo: Then there follows a resume of 
contributions to the Federal Govern- Tough Guys into action again, this v we nternS — SUEMSELS © - around three years now, but to date | the plots of both. The circuit court 
ment exceeded expectations during | time as little tame guys, in ‘Call a/| atrical Stage Employes, move will} it has been held somewhat in check.| then continues: ‘From the forego- 
the fiscal year ended June 30. Latest Messenger.’ Story Reale eiths young-| be made tomorrow (Wednesday) to| While the IA and the various ing outline of the productions it is 
Treasury Department statistics indi-| ters in the telegraph service. | unite ali American Federation of unions that would hook in with it | obvious that there is no correspond- 
cate take was $1,000,000 over the ex- Guys have been absent from the! Labor locals in fight t. ; oa have not been pressing forward on| ance in plot, characters, or impres- 
perts’ forecasts. screen for six months. Tilia er Racmiacs ‘al ar | negotiations for recognition or for! sions. Both parties have used a 
Business skidded again during Seine en “ALL aa need ad recone | collective bargaining, in various background of reform schools, and 
May, after a heartening spring up-| Dates Gultt ond Studio mnt aches parts of the country film industry | there is a touch of similarity in a 
turn, the Treasury revealed Friday hove af lieder tained det to aid the workers who are not now organ zed | few incidents and a few points of 
ecudade a tee oe eeaears Sees FUTURE 0) IATSE, w hose film ‘industry juris have been signing ye. for the time | dialog Such incidents and dialog 
payments to the tax collectors were | > | ry h — aicelleom 4 eee | when wage scales will be negotiated are of trifling importance, and are 
$1,624,453, which is $133,193 tnder mal Gsiste ; eee : In some sections front-of-the-house | only the coincidences that one would 
the same stanza of 1938, and $144,727 ; sah if employees in theatres have been e€xpect In a production set against 
short of the prior month. For the F An effort will be made tomorrow | corralled in representative numbers | the general background. The plain- 
first six months of the calendar vear | to win support of the actors, who so! but the theatres that are the goal of , tiff evidently recognized that he had 
the Federal Government wah ra. | far have steered clear of entangling this organization have not been seri. no case in his copyri:s thted matter 


f he attempted in the district 


























ceived $9,156,225, or $190,534 more alliances with ot) unions. Labor | ously confronted with the problem for 2 
than in the same portion of 1933 tage also will try to bring Studio The St. Louis territory, other court to prove that he had orally 
Although the take has been below Painters Into fold. Herbert Sorrell,| parts of the midwest, the C! ig imparted to Chodorov an uncopy- 
4 the an el of a year sastios hte Tepe business representative of painters, | zone and a northwest are decl: ired | righted play, utterly different from 
} a re ae eee M 7 insists his organization will not go; to be sections that are rather well, his copyrighted sroductions but 
two of the 12 months, the national , , é - that are ri 1 , 
y Sage eee otis ‘ down the line until the AFL cleans | organized among ushers, doormen, Quite close to the defendant's mo- 
exchequer was bolstered by receipts , } eres a S , er ' . eer grea , 
9 470.796 for Re ae Ae Washington, July 25. up the labor situation in the motion | ticket takers, cashiers, porters, etc. tion picture. The district judge held 
of $19,470,796 for the year wound up . jicture field astkte « | ; ic. “: y d | ' that the lai ff’s testi ae 4 
last June 30 in comparison with ad- Fu e of the U. S. Film Service, | "we a , . , a" ‘cular em-| In New: York a unit of the Building} & tor wes Pr eae Sr diing 
vance forecasts the revenue fro! hifted to the new Federal Security | phasis on the IATSE Service Workers has had a f copy! ery — pn unt 1e 
spneth Fs in een trie . ae ae retings with } nal 7 ' i ‘ appeal the aintil lakes n 
amusements would be $18,400,000 Agency at the start of the m ynth, | {Kennet} Tho son, é f ¢ Lé ng with the manag $ yu Pin, :; i ~ . : util Ma e: a 
| secr f § M tate I thing h beer 5 , id , claim to the allegec neopyright 
The actual collections in the preced-| but denied money with which to] secretary of SAG, stated iv... ¥ thing has been pushed and : , So tl ae rr Re a ‘ $1 
: ‘ . x > , that ? TCR ‘ . Situat Y “PmMmoaINns mY) y ) n 4 S er n ne 
ing fiscal year were $20,800,000 | build up a large staff, remained con- | today (Tuesday) that the IATSE was | Situation remains the same 2 Ae caer or ome i 
Government's take in June was the | jectural this week not wooing the SAG in exactly the eennceeneneee PaRAE TEE Pg — wROGUECY Sp 
x4 t ent's take June was the | Jectutc nis Woes 3, Seon ad } Spar: propriated his production. 
smallest for this month in any year| Official headquarters state that right manner. ‘If the IA wants our ’ ; , 
‘ S any ; ee ‘ : support; he said, ‘it would s i only On the other hand, there is close 
since the boxoffice tap was made present plans go no farther than . ' : 
: . ‘ — ty PR | right that it kept its hands out of imilarity between the Chodorovy 
heavier with the sole exception ric ymplet ym Ot! the two films now ‘ i . F 
aoa: ‘Biot ¢ sey salt), | What is purely a Four A’s matter.’ CTE play and the story by Auster 
June, 1935, when the collections were | in progress, Fight for Life’ (health T} . PEA F } -_ “ Chodorov —_ lainlv telling the 
down to $1,211,288. Some encourage-| pic based on book by Dr. Paul | romson referred to the I1A’s admis- nabs 1 . e~ soatifad + gs ‘ 
’ . S ° ‘ : 5i wf the Z rica ‘ederction _—— t h Vv ’ 1e testifiec at 1 the 
ment, however, in the fact that the De Kruif) and a documentary ye of the American Fed ) of te nha ob on Le ~ i 1a carl 
’ Actors as ‘fliliate er 1] ;mal is scree ay as derive 
drop under the 1938 pace was the veel on unemployment problems, | ** ors as an afjiliate.] ‘ Hollywood, July 25 it I bs n play ; € 
eWeek s : iain. she uses and re At the 10- At meeting -alle | Fror Samuel Bronston, prez of Commo- ''Om me story by Auster, and that 
smallest in the four months this cal-| causes and results. the m« ; BOSE Sane , Raanewe | : : he took nothing from the plaintiff 
endar year when the figure has veen| ment, shooting has been suspended | Carothers, secretary of Motion Pic- | 40re Pictures, is organizing a new | hand P ‘ ; ee ee 
. a : j ’ ‘OMpaNnV. Samue ee Auster stor ras proved t« av 
below 1938 yn the latter and all resources are | ture Internationals’ Committee, Sor- | Company, Samuel Bronston Produc- * of incl 2 . ois 
. ; “ghee? i ae i been ar ‘iginal wor 
rine ee thrown into finishing the health film, | rell told business agents the painters tions, to take over Commodore. Lat- m Orgs WworK. 
yn Which Pare Lorenz and crew are| would not tie itself to an organiza- | ter 1s capitalized at $1,000,000 with We have compared the defendants 
SEVEN ON THE LINE vorking at General Service Studios, | tion, whether it was right or wrong authorization to issue $150,000 in tion picture with the plaintiff's 
Hollywood | just because it was the AFL. He stock play There is even less resemblence 
Whether the Film Service will go| insisted AFL had to be ri and Associated with Bronston are J. F. between the defendant's motion pic- 
3 WEEK AT P ahead with p iuction of pix for a ‘if they can’t right it we 1 ‘nt a x O'Connor, A. Ronald Futton and ture and the t laintiff’s novel. The 
' ie . defendar r the nlain 
ilf-dozen her Government agen-| Well throw it in the ashcan.’ He in- John J. Bergen. Company has pur- idant did not copy the plain- 
| . . . amon 4 p 19 avarl ar 5 aotel ne . os 
4 cies or confine future activities to| sisted the IATSE had to get »f chased screen rights to Jack Lon- yg ll a ‘es district judge 
Hollywood, July 25 listribution of existing product has| discredited leaders, give its members | don’s “Martin Eden’ as first produc- 's right in dismissing the bill 
seven new pictures roll at Para-', wt been determined Coneress re. | a voice in their own affairs and co- | tion Company will start work a nr 9 
— 4 t UC hatiedG, Ulin ) C | A E eh . ‘ 7 ° 
ya within three weeks, keeping ¢. 44 to appropriate any money de- | operate with other unions in settling | General Studio Oct. 1 Roman Scandals Suit 
) the studio at top production during nate : . : studio jurisdictions } + —_ 
‘© sired to expand the agency—request| °”" one ee ee | — \ ‘ : 
July and August. wa fe $335.8 340 a creating gan | Producers also are disturbed ove} a 0 Gets Trial Preference 
- Ve oO é « iis « sacW | = . . on ar asoilse , vu 
Newcomers are ‘Remember the vty Consequently, the outfit| the unsettled labor situation and oto’ ul, Lorre Too Federal Judge John C. Knox in 
Night,” “Typhoon,’ ‘Emergency must struggle along on funds trans- have been holding off signing of N. Y. Thursday (20) granted Mort 
Squad,’ ‘The Life of Victor Her- ferred from other departments which | 428reements with any unions until | iiiemess tio os Kisman, Clara Dellar and Robert 
bert,’ ‘The Farmer's Daughter,’ ‘The pave cash to spare for motion pic- their status is clarified. The USTG, | a folly wooa, July bse Louis Shayon a preference, and set 
Broken Heart Cafe’ and ‘Strange tyre work. Virtually certain that the | 48 Well as studio locals of the IATSE, || yy ing by since he played trial of their action against Sam 
‘foney, | ie hie source will t be| Now have petitions pending with the | = oe eee: oto’ three months Goldwyn, Ine; Goldwyn, Eddie Can- 
? j}money from this source will no _ 2 taba . . ago, obtained release from his 20th ‘ y Tr} ‘ry 
lsufficient to finance the expansion | National Labor Relations Board ask- | {?' ~~ - “weee orem nis euin-;tor and United Artists Corp. for 
sufficient te ) | owt eubiiiabions On >» rep.| Fox contract and checked off the Noy. 6 Acti : 
| program, but some of the films may | 228 Certilication as bargaining rep- |); tont rsa epi Nov. 6. ction seeks $1,000.000 
Roadsh Wi d’ l be shal with e less ambitious setup resentative for the workers. The St ey a ee * damages claiming the plagiarism of 
| ( SS E e ‘ - ; . hr ai . : Fae - . 
ow In so cicada NLRB has just completed a prelim-|_ | bap led pth three Motos’ the plaintiff’s’ play ‘Oh Shah’ in 
inary check of USTG membership | *“®@4uled for 1939-40. ‘Roman Scandals.’ 
applications, which is said to have Suit was tha 
Hollywood, July 25. Bringing It Closer ! to | Suit was tossed out by Federal 
Gone With the Wind’ soes out as ging 7 been sufficiently large to indicate BACK TO THE GRIND Judge John Woolsey June 16, 19338, 
a roadshow in December. Decision Hollywood, July 25. Guild’s claims would have to be Hollywood, July 23. | but the circuit court of appeals re- 
. . - t. satel 'Tyiect: ie ° | give cerj s of =3 atic Tinless a oe . ‘ 
was announced by Nicholas M. RKO is vaking Distant Fields’ off | given seri pus con: iderati on. Unles: Leon Schiesinger’s 200 animat ted versed the decision and sent the 
Schenck after viewing a rough cut the sheli. where it has been gather-| prompt action is taken it is reported cartoon makers went back to work action back to be retried in federal 
: : for YT, , : . her » " ‘ ; | 
of the David O. Selznick produc- ‘8 dust for three years. sa has been onreen oy Py afier their annual vacation. court, 
4 9 ; tp, ° - rc ‘ ao e r - - 
tion | Picture is slate 1 for September | a to ee oe - Labor was resumed on 18 shorts Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard 
Picture will get a preview-pre- shooting with Barbara Read and, mand a quick showdown with the for release by Warners during in N. Y. Thursday (20) ordered Jesse 
Miehe in Atlanta in Novem! ber. John Archer in the top roles. | (Continued on’ pige 26) | 1939-40. j {Continued on page 18) 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Although no official financial statement has been issued thus far, the 
corporate setup of the new Pathe Laboratories Co., operating subsidiary 
established by Pathe Film Corp. last February, is being given the once- 
over in Wall Street. And the way the Street sizes up the status as of Feb. 
27, the ratio of current assets to current liabilities is unusually favorable, 
being about 4 to 1, Wall St. experts break it down to show the former to 
be $881,000 as compared with current liabilities estimated at $234,000. 

Among the liabilities of Pathe Labs is the common stock, placed at 11,620 
shares outstanding, with about $1,100,000 figured as the value of these 
shares, or aproximately $94.50 each. 

List of assets on the starting date of the company run about as follows: 





Cash on hand, $220,000; notes receivable, $86,000; accounts receivable, | 
$432,000; inventories, $124,000; advances to outside producers, $192,000; | 





SABATH’S BLAST ON 
THEATRE REALTY COS. 


Washington, July 25. 
theatre realty 
| panies were blasted last week when 
Representative Adolph J. Sabath, 
Democrat, released-—but 
‘could not get introduced into Con- 
| gressional archives—sizzling report 
from special committee created to 
| investigate machinations of  so- 
, called ‘bondholders’ protective com- 
| mittees.” Special group spent months 
harrying promoters who financed 
| theatre properties. 

Numerous grudges were paid off 
/in report which Sabath offered 





| Numerous com- 


Chicago 


reserve against this amount is listed at around $175,000, making $17,000! Speaker William Bankhead Thurs- 
earried on the books; land and building, including the labs at Bound | day (20) and which could not be 


Brook, N. J., and on West 45th street, listed at about $280,000; the notes 


from RKO (amounting to approximately $248,000) are carried at $48,000; 
Monogram stock (65,866 shares) is listed at $197,000; and other assets at 
$57,000. While total assets are figured at around $1,500,000, the current 
assets are listed at $880,000 on this basis. 

Among the liabilities are accounts payable, $212,000; accruals, $16,000; 
reserved for taxes, $6,600; reserved for contingencies, $121,000, making cur- 
rent liabilities about $234,000. First earnings statement is expected to 
cover the quarter ending May 27, but this may not be issued until early 
next month. 





Announcement from 20th-Fox on the Coast that Cesar Romero in the | 


future would be starred in ‘The Cisco Kid’ series can be traced directly to 


John H. Harris, Pittsburgh exhibitor and head of the theatre circuit bear- | 


ing his name. Following Romero's performance in ‘Cisco Kid Returns’ 
with Warner Baxter, Harris wrote to Darryl Zanuck and suggested that, 
since Baxter seemed to be growing out of the role, Romero looked to be 
like the best bet for the assignment. Zanuck thanked Harris for his letter, 
told the Pittsburgh exhibitor he had originally planned to drop the Cisco 
series, but that he would reconsider his decision since a likelier candidate 
had turned up for the part. 

Pittsburgh newspapermen at the ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ premiere in Spring- 
field, Ill., passed along Harris’ suggestion to Romero, who was there for the 
opening, and he sent back his appreciation to Harris with word that if he 
did get the assignrhent, which he wanted, he'd know where his thanks be- 
longed. 


Although the calling of outstanding bonds in the 6°% issue, for redemp- 
tion July 31, removes all existing debentures in this interest-bearing classi- 
fication, Paramount still has about $12,500,000 worth of 344% bonds out- 
standing. This 344% issue of obligations plus the two preferred stocks and 
common currently represent the Par financial structure. About half of the 


$26,000,000 worth of old 6% liens were wiped out by exchange for the 344% | 


bonds carrying the privilege of converting into common, while the remain- 
ing amount weve handled mostly by loans at 342% average interest. 

Although a couple of years ago the Paramount campaign to convert the 
two preferred issues into common stock was progressing at a nice gait, 
there has been little or no conversion into common from the preferred 
stocks in the last six months or more. 


May be news to many that there really is a Van Buren Press-Argus, of 
which Bob Burns has made so much capital. Anyway, Arkansas weekly 
has finally recognized Burns, issuing a special souvenir edition dedicated 
to the air and screen comic. 


Designed for tourists visiting the town, souvenir edition is given up| 


almost wholly to Burns. Pictures the bazooka maestro at various ages, 
together with scenes of his early childhood and young manhood. Editorial 
matter goes fully into his career. Publisher is Hugh Park. 


Although previously denied that Howard Hughes was last year con- 


templating tringing legal action against United Artists Corp. to recover | 


alleged losses to Hughes through improper selling and accounting prac- 
tices involving his six Caddo productions, and entailing upwards of 
$500,000, it is }earned that the dispute is now being settled. Hughes in- 
sisted on and was granted the right to have his own accountants go over 
books and records of UA. Legal papers were forwarded last week from 
New York to Hughes and his Coast attorney, Neil McCarthy, for signature. 


Ben Washer, Sam Goldwyn’s eastern publicity rep, wired newsmen in 





accepted after several colleagues 
| pointed out that committee went out 
lof existence Jan. 3. Document, 
which ran 576 pages, pointed out 
i what happened as a result of finan- 
cial troubles of theatre realty out- 
| fits. Most condemnation was aimed 
| at outfits in his own locality. In- 
|dignant lawmaker still hopes to get 
his tirade accepted so the contents 
| will be privileged for publication. 
Office buildings and hotels were 
| cited as horrible examples of the 
| way the public’s money was used 
but Sabath found much to scream 
|about in financing of film houses. 
No particular recommendations af- 
|fecting theatre business but numer- 
|} ous suggestions Congress should en- 
act laws preventing misuse of in- 
vestors’ cash and pieces of paper 
represeniing payments. 

Over several years, various Con- 
|gressmen have yowled about loose 
| handling of money put up for building 
| construction by the general public 
‘and about the way bankruptcies 
have been handled in the courts. 
The SEC spent several months in- 
| vestigating reorganization of manu- 
| facturing companies, including Para- 
mount, but never has tried to look 
into financial affairs of property 
owners. Legislation affecting both 
branches of the film industry (pro- 
duction and exhibition) probably 
will be drafted during the recess 
and pushed next winter as amend- 
ment to the various 
| statutes. 





| Friedman's Surprise 
| Newburgh, N. Y., Buy 


trial 
| Paramount and distributors, Harry 
| J. Friedman, upstate New York in- 
| dependent, has taken over the 


| Pending 


Academy of Music, Newburgh, op- 
position to Par in that town and a 
house that Par might have taken 
over itself but for the danger of 


prejudicing its defense of the anti- 
trust action on file. 








| 


bankruptcy | 


' 
| 
| 





Lefty Steps Out of His Element 
And He Admits it Serves Him Right 


- _ a 


By Joe Laurie, Jr 


—_-——— 


New York, July 25. 
Dear Vic: 

Received your letter and was sorry to hear that you're still count. 
ing up the receipts with tweezers. We have one consolation, we can blame 
it on the weather. Of course id pictures keep people away, but bad 
pictures and hot weather is a ,«rlay no exhibitor can beat. The pro- 
ducers say they will release a lot of swell pictures in the fall, that’s like 
calling in a Professor after a guy dies to tell you what he died of, How. 
ever, you may as well keep the theatre open, it will prove to the natives 
of Coolacre that we are not cowards. 

It's been very hot here in New York too; in fact June and July are 
hot months, they're stoves. But I don’t mind the heat, heat ain’t bad 
unless you multiply it by liquor. Aggie and me have been drinking Tom 
Collins. They are very cool and refreshing going down, but they turn 
into liquid fire after they reach their destination. People say if you lay 
off liquor you'll feel cooler, but in these hot days people are liable to 
say anything. 

Well, Aggie and me met a pal ofu mine called Squaky Wilson. Me and 
him went to school together, that is I just kept him company for a few 
years, then I started dipping my wooden shoes in resin boards but he 
kept right on until he ended up with a diploma that said he was a lawyer 
and it also acted as a license for loafing. He started to take cases on a 
contingent fee and when most of ’em failed to continge he got a bright 
idea and married a woman with plenty of dough and they have a swell 
home in Connecticut which is also in her name, Squaky invited us for 
a weekend visit. Aggie didn’t want to go at first but I bought her a 
couple dresses and sed, “Come on Aggie let’s see how the other half lives,” 
... Well, you know a woman with clothes will go anywheres. And if I 
say so myself, Aggie looked very good, she is wearing one of them new 
girdles that makes her look thinner than a vaudeville agent’s black book. 

So we got into one of them medium-hot trains and landed in Connecticut 
where Squaky met us at the station with a big car, that also had his 
wife’s initials on it. He sure was glad to see us because he has always 
been a nut about show people. He once wanted to be an agent, but as 
I said befere he had a college education and he spoke very good English, 
so he figured there was no chance for him in that branch. Well, sir, we 
drove up to a hut that would make some of those showplaces in Holly- 
wood look like a filing cabinet for Sears, Roebuck catalogs. A _ butler 
showed us up to our room and when Aggie took a look at it she whistled 
and nearly blew her upper plate out. The place looked like it was fur- 
nished by Cecil DeMille when he had no budget. 

We washed up and had a tough time figurin’ out which towel to use 
because there must have been a dozen of ‘em and none with hotel names 
on ’em. We finally went downstairs and Squaky introduced us to his 
squaw. She looked like an eagle that slept in a swamp. It’s a good thing 
for her that mirrors can't laugh. Aggie sed later that Squaky's wife 
showed that he was interested in antiques. Well, the dame gave us a 
look that would have drilled a safe, but she said she was very glad to 
know any old friends of Squaky’s and to prove it she stuck out a mitt 
that felt colder than an Eskimo’s nose. 

The Wrong Crack 

Squaky took us around to meet a lot of other guests who were playing 
bridge and tennis and a bunch were around the bar talking about the 
weather, stock market, taxes and Roosevelt. Aggie and me had a drink 
and to kinda get into the routine said we thought Roosevelt was a swell 
resident. Well, they turned on us like a weak ankle, so I kinda got outta 
it by pulling a gag. Then Squaky told ‘em we were in show business, 
so they wanted us to sing and dance for ’em. Aggie’s blood pressure was 


| going higher than a kite in a hurricane so I kinda laughed it off and sed 


| 


| we'd perform a little later. 
of his suit against | 


Knowin’ Aggie like I do I started looking 
up the next train back. Well, they served us lunch, a lot of fancy stuff. 
Aggie sez it tasted like fricazied hay. We had a few more drinks and 
Aggie was pulling some asides like, “These are a lot of No. 2 acts,” so 
I told Squaky that we had to go home as we left Junior, etc. Well he 


wanted us to stay and was very nice about asking us to come again, but 


he reminded us of one of those managers that say I want to play you 
again, then send in a lousy report. We sed goodbye goodbye to those that 
were still able to stand up, and they tossed us a nod, then we said good- 
bye to our hostess and I noticed her hand was warmer saying goodbye 
than it was on our hello. What they said after we left I don’t know, 


Suit, claiming the existence of a but we all must expect to be back-bited a little or else why do we have 


|monopoly, is for $225,000 damages | backs? 
|and is expected to come up this fall.| We got home okay and our little room looked better than ever to us. 
Examinations before trial were held | Aggie sed to me, ‘It only goes to prove that our pal Will Rogers was 


advance to meet the producer on his arrival at Grand Central Station, | !ast spring. Friedman’s action names | right when he said, ‘Everybody is ignorant only on different subjects’. 


N.Y., on Monday (24) but they came away empty-handed when the producer 
refused to pose or answer questions. 
chief on the Coast, heading a corps of UA flacks, arranged a second press 
conference later. The reporters expressed themselves in no uncertain 
terms on this procedure, 


Passing the Lyric, London, a couple of days before flying to Rangoon to 
start his expedition into China to make his next picture, Armand Denis 
noted that the iead in ‘The Women’ there was being played by Karen 
Peterson, an old friend whom he hadn't seen for 14 years, and left a note 
for her at the stage door. Next day at the Savoy hotel Mr. and Mrs. Denis 
(Leila Roosevelt) received an invitation to tea with Mr. and Mrs. Mark 
Ostrer—and discovered on arrival that Karen Peterson was Mrs. Ostrer. 


New record for use of montage, more than 1,000 feet, is being estab- 
lished by Warners in the production of ‘The Roaring Twenties.’ Former 
high mark was set by the same company’s ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy.’ 


Current feature is a cavalcade of the prohibition era, with news events of | 
worldwide interest, such as Lindbergh's flight, brushed off in pyramided | 


form, with an off-screen commentator handling the vocal end. 
stars James Cagney as a jobless war veteran. 


Picture 


For the first time since the days of Jeff McCarthy and Harry Reichen- 
bach, a major studio has called in an outside press agent to handle its 
publicity and exploitation. Russell Birdwell has been engaged to plug 
RKO’s ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ both in America and abroad. Birdwell re- 
cently handled the Hollywood preview of Alexander Korda’s 
Feathers.’ 





Louise Dresser has written to Chicago to obtain permission to go through 
the papers and correspondence of the late Amy Leslie for a biography of 
the former drama critic. 

About the only stage contemporary of Amy Leslie, who died last week 
at the age of 90, yet alive is Fay Templeton. 





Papers to merge Columbia Pictures Corp. of California, Ltd., and Co- 
Jumbia Pictures Corp., Delaware, with Columbia Pictures Distributing Co., 
Inc., were filed at Albany. 





Fortune which, in December, 1932, treated with Metro from the produc- 
tion end, handles Loew's, Inc., from the front office perspective (east) in 
its August issue. 


Fred Storm, new Goldwyn publicity | state subsidiary; George Walsh and|and Jack Norworth, all troupers and did we have laughs. 
aww ? = | 


| Paramount; Netco Theatres, its up- | We spent the rest of our week end with Charlie O'Connor, Tom McNamara 
Which only 
Eugene Levy, operators of Netco,| goes to show you that my old lady was right when she used to say, ‘An 
and distributors with whom the Par | ‘kerobat shouldn't try to talk and a talking act shouldn't try to do a double 


‘Four | 


chain deals. 

Friedman's deal purchasing the 
entire building of which the Acad- 
lemy of Music is a part, came as a 
| distinct surprise in Newburgh and 
| Par circles. While he has been in 
as operator of the Academy since 
| 1935 he took title to the whole 
| works, a five-story building, during 
in past week from the Broadway 
| Newburgh Real Estate Corp. Henry 
| Wilson, president of 

tion, was a former partner 
| operation of the theatre. 
stage-equipped. 

The Strand, Newburgh, owned by 
Friedman, has been closed since 1937. 
Friedman interests also control a 
house each in Kingston and Suffolk, 
N. Y. 


in the 
House is 





Bargain Admission Books 
_ May Be Revived for Pix 


} 

| Exhibitors and circuits are report- 
|ed to be mulling the idea again of 
reviving the bargain coupon books 
for admissions. Those favoring the 
proposition point to the New York 
World's Fair, which has been re- 
markably successful in disposing of 
season books of every type. 


can be taken as any criterion, some 
in the trade are inclined to believe 
that ticket-buying habits of the pub- 
lic may have changed in the last few 
|years; that maybe the _ potential 
| amusement-seeker has developed a 
i yen for factual bargains. 





that corpora- | 


If the Fair’s bargain coupon ducats | 


| somersault.” SEZ 


SEE MORE PIX AT N. Y. FAIR 


306 and Industrials Work Out Wage 
Scale Which Will Up Shows 











As result of the wage scale nego- 
| tiated with Local 306, projectionists’ 
union, by a film committee and 
executives of the N.Y. World’s Fair, 
an increase of 30%-40% in number of | 
pictures being shown at the Fair is} 
|forecast for the next few weeks. Pact} 
agreed on is effective for this season | 
and next year if the Fair is held, as 
expected. By the agreement, No. 306, 
part of the IATSE setup, obtains full 
jurisdiction in the matter of motion 
picture work on the exposition 
grounds. Previously, it is understood 


Your 





that some 30 members of No. 3 local, 
IBEW, had been running projection 
equipment. 

The scale agreed on gives oper-. 
ators of 35-millimeter equipment 
$16.85 per day and a six-hour day, 
making two men essential for a daily 
operation. The scale for an operator 
serving not more than eight 16-mm. 
machines is $12.28 daily, with the 
six-hour day also prevailing. 

Biggest wrinkle to be ironed. out 
was on the 16-mm. equ'pment be- 
cause so many industrial firms, ex- | 
ihibitors and companies at the Fair 





pal, 
Lefty 


° ° : . 1? 
P. S—Lucille Gleason sez, ‘A half breed is an Indian with one nostri. 


employ this type of equipment and 
film. Although two men would have 
to be paid a total of $24.56 daily to 
h.ndle eight machines, this . would 
mean only a little more than $2 pe: 
machine each week. 

A number o. exposition exhibitors 
a. i firms had delayed installing con- 


| tinuous equipment until the matter 


of union jurisdiction was adjusted. 
Others used only two or three ma- 
chines because in doubt over the 
cost. Now that a definite scale has 


| been set, many are planning to £0 


ahead with original plans for in- 
Stallation of equipment. 





Facelifting Arizona 
Park to Create Age 


Hollywood, Juiy 25. 
Tucson Mountain Park in Arizona 
is getting a $1,000,000 facelifting oP- 





‘eration to make it look like itself in 


1860 for the filming of ‘Arizona’ by 
Columbia. 
Wesley Ruggles closed a deal with 
the Pina County Board of Supe? 
visors for the construction of sets 
and buildings which will be turned 
ever to the park permanently. 
Shooting starts around Sept. 1. 
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Summer Biz Bad, Pennsy Exhibs 
Would Like to See Bingo Back 


Philadelphia, July 25. Miss Hopkins’ ‘Heaven’ 


With biz at such a low ebb that 
gome form of hypo is needed, ex- 


NOVEL HANDLING No-Deductions Rule for the 2d 
HELD NECESSARY Picture May Force Top-Bracket 
7, Films Into Solo Billing in Chi 


+> 
+ 











1939 Standards on Film Di- 
rectors Favor Giving New 





7e been holding sub fe Hollywood, July 25. . ji 7 : 
hibs here nave ; t - th Miriam Hopkins gets the starring Blood a Chance to Inject Lloyd Nolan Quits Par , Chicago, July 25. 
rosa meetings in various parts Of the | 44+ in Warner's ‘All This and A Techni That’s Dif Deductions for second features on 
city with a view to getting bingo/| Heaven, Too.’ originally intended By sCcumgue at's Dit- wou a percentage deal aré out, according 


and banko back. It is understood for Bette Davis. ferent—Away From the Hollywood, July 25. to the decisions of distributors 


; : : — > ™ > | Lloyd Nolan, at Paramount for} around the midwest, and a battle ig 
ae 2 i tee h named Studio decided to use Miss Dav is . = ‘ A , A , | , be ‘ ’ Jc 
that a central commit as in ‘West of Frisco.’ Both pictures Time-Honored Meg ging five years, has amicably settled his in the offing as the exchange men 


members to canvass indies in vari- roll late in fall. Standards | contract with the studio. He had|prepare to adhere to this plan on 
ous parts of the city to get their ES a | objected to type of roles assigned , 1939-1940 contracts. In the past, ex- 


—_— ——— 


opinions on the return of the games. in forthcoming pictures. changes have permitted exhibitors to 


Should the reaction be favorable— WB NET PROFIT FOR UP FROM THE RANKS | Final chore was ‘Magnificent | deduct the cost of the second pic- 


and it has been entirely so to date— ware wen mphenaria were in on a 
each exhib will be ocmes - nt 39 WEEKS $2 9}? 186 "is cents’ ae aa convinced 
tribute a smali sum and a topnotch ’ ’ ’ B MOAK sats _ve 
attorney will be employed to make cossenreneense By BO PRO TEM FILM SELLING 


that they will eventually garner 

a legal tes t Exhib leaders have al- Net profit of $2,912,186 is reported Hollywood, July 25. pote a from as of the res 

2.912, f | ag i Ss he sharing 

ready been in touch with William A-| yy Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc, for | New directorial talent today stands’ AGAIN IN NOVA SCOTIA | soi22*. Pees oi nc inte ak 
Schnader, former “altorney-genera the first 39 weeks of the company’s! as picture industry’s most pressing 4 wil ; 

aiid he wi ‘ fiscal year or a little more than 

: need. St. John, N. B., July 25. 


being coupled with a bad No. 2 
Games were outlawed here a cou- $300,000 under the net of $3,282,765 =x j 
; . $3,282,76 Story material, heretofore the No. The film distribs and the Nova’ xchange men have found that the 


picture. 
{ ests : 
ple years ago by the police. T reported for the corresponding pe- ’ ie tie i , 
were made in the county courts and sind in 2000. Perind ended May yi 1 worry on daily docket of studio Scotian exhibitors are on contracting weakie tied to the tail of the per- 
the police were upheld, but the legal- to : ~aMlecee 4B terms again—pro tem Salesmen centage picture holds down the at- 
itv of the nix has never been taken 1939. After allowing for preferred | bosses, has been relegated to second from the St John e cha ge ha e tendance in the first place, and sec- 
y } s “oer ~igieh ‘i A : ror ‘ 1 x nges Vv ' ry 
: ,| dividend requirements, this amounts : ft de wakenin2 of ondly g of t fe 
to the supreme court or argued by ia aan dae ae A anes ae position with wetten aw ‘kenin3 Of been authorized by the head offices oe _ en — 
a top-bracket attorney. im nidiaioan film moguls to the fact that “- in New York and Toronto to sell in lone icker cuts righ “4 urn- 
Exhibs maintain that they are be- W: pe y ad at 1 ers are daily becoming more criti- Nova Scotia | Over to such an extent that the true 
ing discriminated against. Churches arner’s actual net profit before | 9) of the directorial ¢ontributions For al } 5 “e was | 8OSS potential of the percentage 
gC & ‘ AE REY ‘ or about three months there was ®°. : 
here continue to use exactly the -sieseaetcoet am charges writeoffs for) to screen fare. While this village is an impasse, the distributors refus- | P/cture 1s not reached. 
: epreciation of properties and Fed- . , . 2s. tor i acta : 22 - hough generally i r( 
Pp proj overrun with directors of all ages, too ing to contract fom film supply to Though generally in favor of 


same bingo that’s illegal in thea- n és 
tres raffles are run at the ballpark; eral income taxes amounted to few of them apparently measure up to doubles. the exchange men are con- 

















2 a7 768 ee any exhibitor in Nova Scotia. This, ! |. 
punch boards are plenty in evidence $8,137,766 Gross income totaled | the increasingly discriminating meg- hasten Gf tee ientaleiion a ak on vinced that dualing the top-bracket 
‘ ‘ ? : 72 207 . mine c R 2 a ee -_ ecaus eg isis Dassea &é ee See a aad Daa ig P 
and pinball machines pay off—ex- $78,387,001 as against $79,475,899 in | ging standards demanded by p.es- flickers is poor economics and false 


‘ « e ° the spri SeSsi “ » ric 
the 39 weeks ending May 28. 1938.| ¢nt-day theatre-goers he spring session of the provincial 
ad a } > + e assembly ‘regulating’ the operations 

roducers freely admit that many 


business technique, since the per- 
centage picture is actually forcing 
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against alleged sin. | Seeeeee to earned surplus during the | costly pictures built on potent ns bagecPhesccs yg yee rage irony eae the play for the weak sister rather 
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‘vere key | statement covered the manner in| gialog and studded with able thes: See ee acing the ex- ing picture. 
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the second time this year. Theatre |ecredit agreement whereby borrow- | jnto two divisions. One carries list- government, a contract Is cancelled, | [pn the past the exchances have given 


owners who selected a trial area from | ing of not more than $6,000,000 to | ings on Grade A fellows who keep ee : z on —— age gga in| rebates to the exhibitor for the 
$4th street to 72nd street on the west; reimburse the company for the pur-i their artistry on level with tl ere as Sees Although the regu- | ‘added attraction’ as part of the 
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. 7 ’ | ' ) > an years t was the same i ty tnat sas leet CUSSINE Tim Duy jan’ 
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| ing chairman Edward R. Young the | hoisted Joon Farrow and ..| George Walsh, upstate N. Y UA’s British Deal 
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Columbus. July 25 | sole survivo . an : ' f Par nae NY , . ed Artis 1 England ined 
Columbus, July 25. ed Leslie Fenton. R Re Mine 1 GLOF TO! ir, was in N, Y. Monday's 3... : 
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lumbus, and the Mecca and Salem in | ————————— » 


D moved over to RKO as a producer, 
ayton. He will operate the Empress he again made Kanin his assistant 


position. Deal is said to be an un- 

usual one in that both these cir- 

Hollywood, July 25. cuits have heretofore demanded ex- 

Ben N. Judell has organized Pro- | clusive, run in their individual 
ducers Distribution Corp. to handle | Chains. ° 





*roducers Pictures. New tfi ] » | In Greater Londor ve they 
in Colum! | K y Ch 0 ; nt. ' Producers ures. New outfit plans sondon, even where 
dus y Tt H: t se g at t} sec Ravenel og 
The eas Anca the Classic, Dayton. eep our aps n When I aight saw an opening at the ty release one picture per week, be- | houses of both circuits are right 
- Ja : cc — y was sold to the Vir- Gower street plant, ne went to the ginning Sept. 17 with ‘Wanted for | next to each other, the pictures will 
kson-Mark Murphy chain and | . front for his helper, and urged that wurder’. |play concurrently but in other 


‘Ss how Known as the Olentangy. Hollywood, July 25. |he be given a chance to dire Harry Rathner, eastern repre-| towns, where one circuit controls 





aaa eae aia | Th pictures in two m maths is Eventually Kanin was pre ented tative of the production company, | the first-run and the other the soe- 
B ; |the aan arra ged for Gene Autry | with a script, a B budget a ind s ‘€- will handle that district for the dis- | 9nd run, pictures will p'ay in the 
LOW ’ER DOWN lon the Republic lot when he returns) ly, as film editor and advis mM tributing corp. | regular order, 
Hollywood, July 25. from his p.a. tour yf England Sage- camera angles and other soun d stage ‘cilia sania ee ee 
‘Storm Over India,’ Republic’s big brusher Is due back Sept. 15 and | techn que. In return he gave RKO c. d N D l Northwest Selling OK 
udget picture, has been shelved must report for work in ‘Jubilo at ‘A Man to Remember, which sold oo wins’ ew ea Milwaukee, July 23. 
temporarily in favor of the musical, 20th-Fox Nov. 15 }as an A in majority of situations. Hollywood, July 25. | New season selling in this terrfe 
‘Hit Parade of 1940,’ now being pre- | Stories being readied for Autry’s Next he wes handed ‘The A reat RKO handed a new director con- tory ranges from good to excellent, 
pared for mid-August shooting. | return to the home lot are ‘Rovin’ Man Votes, plus u slightly higher tractto Les Goodwins for one year, according to local exchange man- 
ic it’ it budgeted at $500,000 and Tumbleweeds.’ ‘Just a Song at Twi- cash allotment, ana result was an- Pilot was upped from the shorts agers. In the face of those reports, 
Storm’ was spotted at $750,000. light’ and “Roundup Time in Reno.’ (Continued on page 10 to features a year ago. (Continued on page 10) 
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Golden Jubilee’s Press Book Set: 


Will Be Manual of the Film Bally 





Committee of publicity-exploita- 
tion men from major companies and 
the Hays office is ready to go to 
press July 29 on the Golden Jubilee 
press book which is to be the work 
sheet and highlight of the industry's 
celebration of 50 years of motion pic- 
ture history. This will make the 
Jubilee campaign booklet available 
the first two weeks in August. Plan 
is to print 20,000 to 25,000 copies, for 


practically every exhibitor in the 
uo. 
Reports in N. Y¥:-last aweek were 


that the Golden Jubilee idea nearly 
received the cold shoulder from pub- 
licity officials on the Coast, but they 
were appeased when it was indicated 
that perhaps some coin would be 
available from the Greatest Picture 
Year campaign. Coastites began wet- 
blanketing the whole proposition 
when first apprised that there would 


be no big coin with which to frame } 


their ideas. 

The industry committee has vir-, 
tually completed laying out the copy 
for the Jubilee book, and it now goes 
to Will Hays on the Coast for final 
approval. Aim of the committee is 
to enhance the screen as an institu- 
tion as well as to build up the im- 
portance of individual theatres as be- 
ing an integral part of community 
life. 

Aside from this, it is figured that 
the Golden Jubilee will serve as a 
legitimate peg on which to hang the 
new season’s product. It also will 
act as a medium for focusing interest 
on the new fare being offered after 
the customary deadly summer lull. 

Besides the exhibitors, certain na- 
tional civic, educational and parent- 
teacher organizations will receive 
copies of the campaign book. How- 
ever, most of individual organiza- 
tions throughout the U. S. will be 
contacted personally or by mail via 
the Hays organization. 


The committee in charge of the | will be prepared with material for | 


Golden Jubilee idea tentatively has 
suggested that exhibitors plug only 
the top pictures in the new season’s 
lineup and thereby overlook the 
weakies. Line of reason is that the 
public will uncover the weak sisters 
soon enough and it would be unwise 
for exhibitors to stress any and all 


product. Veteran exhibitors contend 
that this was a weakness of the 
Greater Movie Year—this stress on 


some of the less-likely films. 
Coast Peeved 
Hollywood, July 25. 

You would think the flacks were 
celebrating the 100th year of base- 
ball instead of the semi-centennial 
of motion pictures the way they are 
tossing the bal! from coast to coast. 
Home office publicity chiefs flung 
the ballyhoo job to Hollywood and 
the studio boys fired it right back 
to Manhattan. 





Last year the eastern crowd han- | 


died the Greater Movie Season cam- 
paign with an appropriation of $1,- 
000,000, and only a handful of im- 
portant pictures to plug. This year 
the companies hauled off wiih a 
puny $1,000 bankroll and tossed it to 
the studio flacks with instructions to 
shoot the works. 

What riles the local boys is that 
they could use $1,000,000 this year, 
with a heavy lineup of important 
films for autumn release and a fine 
Opportunity to do some fancy ex- 
ploitation. In a campaign of that 
magnitude, they assert, the one grand 
is strictly peanuts. So back it goes 


to the home office team, whose mil- | 
lion dollar campaign was a foul ball. | No. 1 political citizens of each state. | 





Wichita, Kas., July 25. 

Al McClure, manager of Palace, 
and Woody Barrett, advertising 
manager for the Fox theatre, en- 
listed the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce in putting on a campaign to 
get the citizens to have their finger- 
prints taken at a special booth pro- 
vided for the work in connection 

ith ‘Missing Daughters.” Different 

embers of the Jr. C. of C. in 
charge of the booth which has been 
installed two doors from the Pal- 
ace and will be open during theatre 


hours, Fingerprints will be sent to|8tam chief, produce the half hour! Borrowed 
Washington to be filed in FBI files. | 





Fools That Weren’t 
Hollywood, July 25. 
Columbia’s new series of shorts, 
Fools Who Made History, got under 
way with ‘The Life of Charles 
Goodyear’ leading off. It will be 
followed by ‘The Life of Elias 
Howe.’ 
Jan Leman is directing. 





ww 


Just Greek 


Lincoln, July 25. 

When Beta Theta Pi, a frat, 
elected Olivia DeHavilland the 
gal its membership would like 
most to marry, request was made 
foz an autographed photo at the 
studio. Mill ground slowly, but 
photo finally arrived signatured 
to Pi Beta Phi—a sorority. 

Blush, Taplinger! 
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RCA Victor and UA 
In Exploitation Tie 
For Heifetz-“Music’ 


Philadelphia, July 25. 
Extensive tieup has been made by 





exploit ‘They Shall Have Music,’ 
which is set for general! release early 
in August. RCA interest is to plug 
| Red Seal records made by Jascha 
| Heifetz, who appears in the film. 
| Opening of RCA’s end of the cam- 
paign on the pie i. an illustrated 
story of Heifetz’s life and his debut 
in films in the August 1s. of the 
Victor Record Society Review. Mag 
has circulation of 150,000. 


RCA has also arranged to have 
played and dedicated 
plenty of his waxings on the ‘Music 
You Want’ radio shows which it 
sponsors in more than 50 cities. 
Music dealers in each city will also 
tie in, on notification by UA of the 
booking date for that town, with the 
fiim and the ‘Music You Want’ 
broadcasts. 








1 struct exhibitors to contact RC: 


Victor dealers in thei~ territory, who 


the tieup. 


PROP JITTERBUGGERS 
PLANTED IN SEATTL 


Seattle, July 25. 
A jitterbug couple at the Palamar, 
| planted, have been doing their dance 
|up and down the aisles nightly to 
Skinnay Ennis. Jack Sampson put 
on the idea. The couple are seated 
with the audience, start squirming 
when the band gets hot, so it’s easy 
to be invited by someone seated 





don’t you?’ And they do, in the 
aisle—to the great delight of every- 
one. 

That the daily papers of Portland, 





| 


| biz is indicated by both the Oregon- 
ian and the Journal sending special 
reps to Seattle to discuss advertising 
| for the Orpheum, recently acquired 
| by Sterling Chain (John Danz) and 
|} due to open as a vaudfilmer about 
| Sept. 1. Portland is 200 miles away. 








Special for the Govs. 





Lincoln, July 25. 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) gets its na- 
tional boot before the governors and 
state officials of 48 states, in 48 spe- 
| cial morning premieres (26). 
| Pic is being premiered solely for 





the general idea being that Par will 





| tional quotes for ads from the chief 
execs of all states. 

| ‘Leading Citizen’ is the Bob Burns 
starrer. 


| Burns Airs From Ark. 

| Hollywood, July 25. 

| Half hour broadcast will precede 
| world premiere of ‘Our Leading 
, Citizen’ at Van Buren, Ark., Aug. 7. 
It is home town of the picture's star, 
Bob Burns, who emcees the airshow. 
| Bob Hussey of Paramount and 
Charles Vanda, CBS western pro- 


special for the Columbia network. 
| 


| ‘GESTE’ ON AIR 
Hollywood, Julv 25. 





| George Fisher, radio film gossiper, | 


planes east Saturday (29) to air-in- 
| terview Gary Cooper and Susan 
| Hayward Aug. 2 in conjunction with 
opening of ‘Beat Geste’ in New York. 
| Gets national hookup for the event. 


fo Heifetz. 


UA press book for ‘Music’ will in-! 
RCA! 


nearby, ‘If you want to dance, why | 








glean some high-powered exploita- | 


EXPLOITATION 
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' ADD: WAR DANGERS 


| Film Blewups Sound Too Explosive 
for British Customs 
Dear Mr. Deane; 





London, July 10. 

My. Albert Deane, 
| Paramount Pictures, Inc. 
| New York City. 
| Dear Mr. Deane: 

We should like to know at your 
convenience about the possibility of 
renaming, for invoicing purposes 
only, the 40x60 Blowups. In these 
| sinister days, the name Blowup could 
|be interpreted by the Customs of- 
ficials over here as something of a 
| Slightly explosive nature. 


| We have always referred to the | 


| Blowups in this country as Giant 
| Coloured Enlargements. Would it 
| be possible, without causing any in- 
convenience at your end, to refer to 
them as such when sending future 
supplies to this country. 

We make this point because on 
one production recently the package 
containing Blowups was opened by 
the Customs officials, revacked care- 
lessly and some damage caused for 
| which of course we are unable to 
' claim. 

Paramount Film Service, Ltd. 





RCA Victor with United Artists to! 


Leo the Lion, Jr. 


Gets One of Those 
Receptions at Fair 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s audible 
trademark, Leo, on Saturday (22) 
,/had his royal descendant, Leo, Jr., 
'a three months’ old lion cub, offi- 
cially crowned at the N. Y. World’s 
| Fair and sent off by plane to carry 
on the trademark tradition, by 
growling an adolescent welcome at 
the start of each future short sub- 
ject made by the company. Leo, 
Jr..s cohorts at the World’s Fair on 
| Saturday were some 10,000 members 
|of Lions’ International, coming to 
the Fair at the close of their an- 
nual convention in Pittsburgh. 
| Ceremonies heid at 12 noon in 
the Court of Peace included speech- 
es by Mayor LaGuardia and Grover 
| Whalen. James Stewart and Bert 
| Lahr, who just completed the role 
|of the Cowardly Lion in ‘Wizard of 
| Oz.” Frank Buck, Johnny Weiss- 
}muller and Edward L. Kuykendall, 
| president of the MPTOA, partici- 
| pated. 











Tees Off in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, July 25. 

| Metro grabbed off a big hunk of 
; publicity here last week at the in- 
| ternational convention of the Lions 
| Club when it used the confab as a 
| springboard to pick a Leo the Lion, 
|Jr., to be used as a trademark for 
| Metro’s future shorts. Around 10 
groups from all over the country 
brought aleng candidates, winner be- 
ing nine-week-old Cubby, Jr., a 
Kalamazoo, Mich., entry. 

What especially appealed to the 


: i Spe s Ww i : = 
| Ore., are on their toes to get new} newspavers, and which landed M-G 
;on the front 


|}named judges brought on from New 


ages, were the animal- 


York te pick Leo, Jr. They were 
columnist Bugs Baer; Lynn Swann, 
socialite stage actress; Jacqueline 
| Tiger, photographer’s model; J. J. 
; Lyons, borough president of the 
| Bronx, and Dr. George Bull, of the 
| Durham, N. C., Lions Club. Metro 
lalso brought on Clyde Beatty, the 
| celebrated animal trainer, and John 
B. Kenndy, who m.c.’s a broadcast 
| from Duquesne Garden, where the 
j contest was held. Program went 
|} out over KDKA. 

William Rodgers, Metro sales man- 
| ager, was to have been on hand, but 
|he failed to show, and New York 
| party was brought on by Herb Mor- 
gan, of Metro exploitation depart- 
ment. World’s Fair also got in its 
inning by sending along Frances 
Nalle, New York's ‘fairest 
| fair.. Winning cub was taken to 
|New York to be crowned ‘King of 
iio Jrs.’ at Lion’s Day at Grover 





Whalen’s place Saturday (22), and 
from there was taken to Hollywood. 





Gilman’s “Time’ Apples; 


Also Tarzans Himself 


Harrisburg, Pa., July 18. 

Sam Gilman grabbed plenty of 
space and caused gobs of talk with 
| his apple-tree lobby display for ‘On 
Time.’ The tree has 
apples wired on, with the legend, 
‘Don’t eat these apples—they’re dan- 
| gerous. See ‘On Borrowed Time’ 
‘and find out why. More than a 
bushel of apples disappeared, with 
no ill effects, according to Gilman. 
Cilman also evaded an anti-noise 
ordinance by personally mounting 
his Tarzan float and giving his own 
Tarzan yells reund and about the 
iown. 


of the} 


Wednesday, July 26, f939 





Schuiling Menesinc 
Contest for ‘Mr. Chips’ 


Milwaukee, July 25. 
The Milwaukee Evening Post is 
conducting a contest fn connection 
with the showing of ‘Goodbye, Mr. 





| Chips,’ now in its third week here, 


at the Palace. 

Paper is offering 30 copies of 
James Hilton’s novel as a prize, and 
contestants are to write interesting 
facts about their school days. Con- 
test is being held in cooperation with 
Metro. 


M-G T0 LICENSE 
GADGET RIGHTS 





A royalty department to cover the 
commercial licensing of characters 
from pictures which it makes has 
been set up by Meiro at its home 
office. The department will func- 
tion under Howard Dietz, advertis- 
ing-publicity head. With several 
deals already closed with commer- 
cial accounts, Metro is negotiating 
licenses to cover characters of two 
pictures as a starter, ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ and ‘Wizard of Oz,’ both 
on the 1939-40 program. 


Metro plans maintaining the de- 
partment as a permanent one for li- 
censing on future pictures adapting 
themselves to such use. 

Kay Kamen, for Walt Disney, ini- 
tiated the commercial licensing idea 
several years ago. About six months 
ago Paramount also went into the 
field to sell rights to characters from 
Popeye,’ ‘Betty Boop’ and ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels’ which Max Fleischer is 
making as a full-length cartoon at 
Miami, Fla. 


Contracts with 10 commercial or- 


| ganizations. bringing to a total thus 


far 37 that have been negotiated, 
have been closed to cover the manu- 


acters appearing in Fleischer’s ‘Gul- 
liver,’ by Harry L. Royster, who has 
charge of this department for Para- 
mount under Lou Diamond. The 
manufacturing companies include a 





them 
| Famous Music Corp. for use of ‘Gul- 
| liver’ characters for sheet music. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Baltimore campaign on Metro's ‘Bor- 


| 
| 


| ton, of Loew's Century, 





| Orlove’.’ 


| ideas to exploit the picture. 


wide range of products. Among 
is a subsidiary of Par itself, 


facture of novelties based on char- | 


THINKS UP 
THINGS 


San Diego, July 25. 

G. F. Finck, the theatre manager 
who got so tired of banknites that 
lhe started ‘Mr. Finck’s Nite’ and ran 
nothing but pictures, is still keeping 
the customers guessing. 

Ex-Victory owner, he has ace- 
quired the Metro and now competes 
with his former showshop. Pastes 
both his and his opposish’s programs 
on his boxoffice with a sign reading, 
‘Just compare them!’ 

For a marquee banner he doesn't 
bother plugging a picture, but blasts 
‘3,000 People Attend This Theatre 
Every Week—There Must Be a Rea- 
son,’ 

Five-cent kid mats on Tuesdays, 
bread-coupon and old-tire’ tieups 
keep the place jammed with juves. 
Finck even writes his own slides, 
preferring them to trailers. Permits 
adding such typical touches as his 
plea ‘Silence—We Insist!—Silence.’ 

Results so good he breaks ground 
next month for a new showhouse. 


SEAGOING PREMIERE, 
PAR’S ‘HUSBANDS’ IDEA 


—_— 











If satisfactory arrangements can be 
completed, Paramount will hoid a 
special premiere of ‘Are Husbands 
Necessary?’ in Nassau, B.W.1., in 
'September in connection with the 
|/maiden voyage of the New Maure- 
i tania to the Bahamas. 

Boat, sailing from New York Sept. 
| 16, would carry press representatives 
|as well as Par officials to the screen- 
ing which, also for Nassau digni- 
'taries, would be held Sept. 18 at the 





| British Colonial hote! there. 


Counterpart of ‘Hardy 





A CONTEST TO FIND 
A GOOD CONTEST IDEA| 


Baltimore, July 25. 
After several hours discussing a 
rowed Time,’ manager William Sax- 
and pub- 
had drawn nothing 
far as a good con- 
concerned. Finally 
stage a contest to 


licist Ray Bell 
but blanks as 
test idea was 
they decided to 
find a contest. 
Cash prizes and theatre tickets 
were Offered Baltimore News-Post 
readers who submitted best contest 


‘GOODBYE MR. ORLOVE’ 
‘Mr. Chips’ P. A. Finds Some People 
Just Don’t Understand 

Milwaukee, July 25. 

Louis W. Orlove, Wisconsin pub- 
licist for Metro, had an idea to at- 
tract attention, but he hadn't bar- 
gained on such deep interest from 
the police. Orlove bought a trick | 
automobile to boost theatre attend- 
ance. It was one of those contrap- 
tions that kept heads turning. It had 
two steering wheels, two radiators 
and two drivers. 

He applied for a license and got a 
pair of 1940 license plates on which 
were affixed the words, ‘America’s 
Dairyland,’ The plates were replaced 
by 1939 plates. 

The car was sent out through the 
state advertising ‘Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips’ and creating comment. When 
it reached Madison, police failed to 
see the humor of the matter and ar- 
rested the drivers on a charge of 
using illegal license plates. The car 
was confiscated, The vehicle depart- 
ment explained to the Madison 
police and the car was then returned 
to Orlove, but he is not certain the 
affair is over, however. He received 
a letter last week from a Madison 
theatre manager. It ended: ‘Next 
time you bring an idea of yours to 
Madison it will be ‘Goodbye, Mr. 





'on Indian reservations in the 


Family,’ Contest Idea 


Atlanta, July 25 
Loew’s Grand tie-in with Hearst's 
Georgian and Sunday American on 


‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ 
centered around search for Atlanta's 
typical ‘Hardy Family.’ Contest 


opened week before pic was skedded 
to start and netted theatre art and 
story daily, with good response. Con- 
testants were invited to send in 
names of their own families of 
names of some other family, which 
measured up to Hardy standards, in- 
cluding father and mother, daughter 
and son, and another relative, pref- 
erably an aunt, living under same 
roof. Photos of nominated families 
were also requested. 

Winning family was guest at din- 
ner at Atlanta Biltmore hotel, pre- 
sided over by Ruth Campbell, 
paper’s columnist, and following feed 
attended opening of pic. Guest 
tickets were distributed to runners- 
up as consolation prizes. 





Injun Billing 
McCall, Ida., July 25 

When ‘Northwest Passage’ is shown 
Pa- 
cific Northwest the billing probably 
will read Elk Lee Mustyeen Tewat, 
Waptas Kee-Wup-Tse-Yow Kpu- 
Khun and Khu-Khoik Tahk-Khas- 
Khas-Win, These were the names 
bestowed on Spencer Tracy, Robert 
Young and Walter Brennan, respec- 
tively, by Nez Perce Indians here 10 
take part in filming Metro's version 
of Kenneth Roberts’ yarn. The names, 
in order, mean Many Faces Medicine 
Man, War Eagle Child and Baitle 
Scarred Buffalo. 

It’s an old Indian custom to take 


distinguished white brethren into the 
tribe. 





‘U. P.’ BALLY REFUNDS 


Omaha, July 25 

Omahans, who east shekels in the 
kitty for the ‘Union Pacific’ premiere 
which made history as premieres £°, 
were surprised when the Omaha 
chamber of commerce wrote them 
out checks representing-a payback of 
20% of their underwriting contribu- 
tions (19), 
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Chi Booming, Daughters’ Tiptop 
$39,000; ‘Andy Hardy Reopens UA 
OK $15,000, Oriental Duals Again 





— 


Chicago, July 25. 

Business is continuing on the up- 
pwing throughout the film business in 
this territory, with the box offices all 
feeling the new pep-up of the pace. 
Indication of the upsurge is the gross 
of the Chicago, ace midwest spot and 
Balaban & Katz's key theatre. For 
several months, the average take of 
the big theatre ranged between 
$20,000 and $25,000. During the past 
few weeks, the Chicago has been 
averaging better than $30,000 and has 
run up into the beautiful 40G’s on 

reral occasions, 
raven session is one of those oc- 
casions, with ‘Daughters Courageous 
sending the wicket whirling into the 
upper regions. Standees in the lobby 
are a daily occurrence once more. 

Another ‘series’ flicker, ‘Andy 
Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ serves as 
the reopener for the United Artists 
and indicates that it’s a strong entry 

r the new season, 
i lenial has gone back to duals 
after a run of singles due to the in- 
ability to snatch any top stage talent 
at this time to make a single flicker 
good policy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
Chips’ (M-G) (5th week). At 
length of run, is doing excellently at 
$4500. Last week held to strong 
$5,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,009; 35-55-75 )— 
*Daughters’ (WB) and stage show. Up 
in the bucks at bris‘ling $39,000, a 
hotcha gross. Last wee ‘Second Fid- 
die’ (20th) turned in peasing $32,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (90); 35-55-65-75) 
—'‘Fiddle’ (20th). Moved here from 
Chicago, looks for good $4,000. Last 
week ‘Man About Town’ (Par) satis- 
fytng $5,100. 

Oriental (Jones) ,200; 25-40)— | 
*Glorilla’ (20th) and ‘Exile’ (GN) and_| 
vaude. Double bills back again and 
will take okay $13,000 currently. Last | 
week ‘Washington Square’ (20th) and | 
*Mikado in Swing’ unit record $18,100 
for scale. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 
75)—Susannah’ (20th). Shirley Tem- | 

ler will garner only $6,000, sad. | 

vast week ‘Stolen Life’ (Par) | 
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‘Sweepstakes’ (WB), plus vaude. 
Getting fair $3,200. Last week, 


‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep) solo, plus Skin- 
nay Ennis’ band on stage. Latter 
reason for big $6,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(0,039; 27-37-42) —- ‘Hardy Fever’ 
(M-G) and ‘Chasing Danger’ (20th). 
Headed for good $7,000 and holds. 
Last week, ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) 


and ‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO), pulled 

after five slow days, $2,500. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
32)—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Family 


Next Door’ (U) (2d run). Indicates 
slow $: 800. Last week ‘Union Pa- 
cific’ (Par) (2d run), big $2,400. 


Pitt's B. 0. Still 
Moving Upward: 
Hardy Big 21G 


Pittsburgh, July 2% 

Biz continues on the upgrade jo- 
cally and all signs point to a steady 
improvement right through the re- 
mainder of the summer, It’s been 
a generally bad season, but worst 
looks over and everybody has a 
more optimistic outlook these days. 

Penn's wav out in front with 
‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever,’ 
rolling up top take of the summer 
and likely to hold flicker for another 
week instead of moving it to the 
Warner, as per the usual custom 
Hardy entry was expected to do 
well, but nothing like what it's do- 
ing, which is ‘Boys Town’ biz and} 
wonderful for this time of year. | 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ doing fairly well at! 
Stanley, getting big mat play on the | 
Dead End angle, although little night | 
trade. | 

Alvin's 
doing 





so-so, b.o, 


‘Unexpected Father’ just |! 
reflecting feeling | 


slipped after good start to come in| that the kid, Baby Sandy, can't carry | 


with so-so $7,100. 
State-Lake (B&K) 
Cisco “<id’ (20th) and vaude. Off a 
bit from last week but figures to 
finish with okay $12,000. Last week | 
‘Within Law’ (M-G) managed good 


$13,000. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; | 
35-55-65-75)—Hardy Spring Fever’ 
House reopening and pic- 


(2,700; 25-40)— | 


(M-G). 
ture coupled for healthy $15,000 for 
the get-way 





‘Career,’ $1,500, a Bust 
In Seattle; All B.O.s Off 


Seattle, July 25. 

With a record 17,000 persons seeing 
Seattle play baseball last Thursday |} 
evening and many more Staying at} 
home listening, in on the radio, the 
weather hot and product cold, the 
show shops are hard hit. Twilight | 
racing two nights a week at Long-| 
acres track is another showman’s | 
headache 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse 


| 


(Hamrick-Evergreen ) 


; re er 
(850; 27-37-42)—Five Came Back’) have no trouble reaching $21.000, or | wk.). Holding well for $4,000 afte 
‘Lik > (Pp; , : : .- | first week of $6,500, socko. 
(RKO) and ‘Like Hot’ (Par). Move-| perhaps better, which is nothing | 7 - 
over from Orpheum indicates only} short of phenomenal these days. | Omaha (Blank ) (2,000; 10-25-40) - 
$1,800, slow. Last week, ‘Man| Sticks here a second week and then | ‘Hardy Fever ; (M-G) and Prison 
About Town’ (Par) and ‘Code; wil' probably move to Warner. Last Bars’ (UA). Kids school crowd eat- 
Streets’ (U), eight days, nifty $2,000.'| week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par), very | ing it up for $9,000, swell Last week, 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) nice $13,200 | Invitation ae + tal and ‘On 
(1,800; 21-27-32) ‘Lucky Night’| Senater (Harris) (1,750; 15-25)—| Tal’ (WB), $6,500, mediocre. ‘i 
(M-G) and ‘Within Law’ (M-G).| ‘Rast Side Heaven’ (U) and ‘Big Orpheam (Blank) 3,000; 10-25-40) 
Expect $2,500, mild. Last week,| City’ (Col). split with ‘Jungle Love’ | —'Dr. Kildare (M-G) and Pell No 
Wash. Square’ (20th) and ‘Cisco! (Par) and ‘3 Blind Mice’ (20th).| Tales’ (M-G). Looks like $9,000, all 
Kid’ (20th), big $3,600. With house down to the definitely | Tight. Last week, ‘Second Fiddle 
. Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)—/ minor product among the reissues, | (20th) and ‘Gorilla (20th), $8,500, 
Street Pilot’ (Mono) and ‘Sundown’| pjz falling off considerably. On other | Satisfactory. 
(Col). split with ‘Racketeers Rae’| hand, series of amateur nites help-| Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
(RKO) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) (2d ing some. Looks like around $700,/—‘Wyoming Outlaw’ (Rep), ‘Fix! 
run). Anticipate slow $1,600. Last just fair, On current session Last | Dugan’ (RKO), first-runs, and ‘Cafe 
week, ‘Southward Ho’ (Rep) and} week. ‘Happy Landing’ (20th) and) Society’ (Par), tripler, split with 
Ware Case’ (GB) dual, split with|‘am Law’ (Col), split with ‘Spawn | ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep), first-run, ‘News- 
Girls Probation’ (WB) and final] of North’ (Par) and ‘Holiday’ (Col), boys Home’ (U) and ‘Angels Wings’ 
Pace, genet Create, LORE) pretty nice $900. |(Coi), tripler. Aiming at $1,700. go0d. 
Aes Ome . ‘ 3.600: 25-35-50)— s week, ‘Mountain rythm’ 
Fifth Avenue (aanelck - Ever- at wh SD) A | i. ‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep), and/| 
Seon, £2340; 27-37-42) — ‘Fiddle’) in)  enaeratety potent b.o and | ‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep), first-run tripler, 
20th) and ‘Could Happen’ (20th) | Senet ic getting brisk afternoon play i split with ‘Wyoming Trail’ (Mono), 
pd wk). Paced for quiet $4,000. : it | ‘Titans of Deep’ (GN), first-runs, and 


Last week, same films, $7,400, good. 
P Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42) 
Blind Alley’ (Col) and ‘Redwoods’ 
{Col}. Headed for terrible $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) 
and ‘Outside Walls’ ‘Col) (3d wk), 
$3.700, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—'Mr. Chips’ (M-G) | 
(4th wk). Indicates good $3,200. 
Last week, same film, $4,300, big. 
(gotPheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
2.600; 27-37-42) — ‘Career’ (RKO)! 
and ‘Ex-Champ’ (U). Only $1,500 | 
©n four days, very bad and out. Last | 
Week, ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and | 
Some Like It Hot’ (Par), $5,300, good. | 
».f alomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27-) 
¥(-42)—Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and 





it alone, while Warner's getting 
along pleasantly with ‘Man About 
Town,’ which switched to the Fifth 
avenue site after rolling up very 
satisfactory gross at Penn week be- 
fore. 


Estimates for This Week 


} 


} 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of July 23 


Astor—Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (11th wk.) 
Capitol—‘Andy Hardy Geta 


Spring Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Of Human Bond- 
age’ (RKO) (26). 

Globe—‘Mr. Wong in China- 
town’ (Mono) (29). 

Music Hall— Winter Carnival’ 
(UA). 

(Reviewed in Varirty, July 19) 

Paramount — ‘Magnificent 
Fraud’ (Par) (2d wk.) . 


Rialto—‘Hidden Power’ (Col) 
(25). 
Rivoli—‘They Shall Have 


Music’ (UA) (25). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 12) : 
R o x y—Frontier Marsh: 
(20th) (28). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 


Strand—‘Each Dawn I Die’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 

Week of Aug. 3 
Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (12th wk.). 
Capitol—‘Miracles for Sale 
(M-G). 
Criterion—They Ali Come 


Out’ (M-G) (2). 
(Reviewed in Varrery, July 5) 
Globe—‘Parents on Trial’ 
(Col.) (5) 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 19) 


Music Hall—In Name Only’ 
(RKO), 

Paramount—Beau Gesta 
(Par) (2). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rialteo—Mutiny on the Black- 
hawk’ (U) (1). 

Rivoli—They Snail 
Musie (UA) (2d wk.). 

Roxy—‘Frontier Marshal’ (2d 
wk.). 

Strand—‘Each Dawn I 
(WB) (3d wk.). 


Have 


Die’ 








ROONEY, $9,000, 


A JUVE DRAW 
IN OMAHA 


—— 


Omaha. July 25 


Town’s high school kids are trot-| 


ting to the Omaha to see Mickey 
Rooney in the latest Hardy pic, 
‘Spring Fever’, It’s aiming for big 
gross. 

Biz in general is so-so and expect- 


'ed to remain there for at least two 


| 

Alvia (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U). Just a 
quickie plus, rushed through in a 


spectacular click in ‘East Side of 


Heaven.” Kid's all 
ly strong enough to conjure up very 
much activity at the wicket. 
like slightly better than $4.000, which 


$10,000 first three days and should 


from the youngsters, if not very 


much night b.o. Around $10,000 


right, but hard- | 


Looks 


is just fair. Twinner of ‘She Mar- |! 
ried a Cop’ (Rep) and ‘Blondie|} 
Takes a Vacation’ (Col) opens Sat-} 
| urday (29) for five days only to get! 
house back on regular Thursday iIn- 
augural Aug. 3. Last week, ‘Chan | 
Reno’ (20th) and ‘Parents on Trial’ | 
(Col), split with ‘Ex-Champ’ (¢U)}| 
and Conn-Bettina fight pic, pretty | 
good $5,300 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- | 
50)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G). Smash} 
of the summer. Clocked better than | 


: Fail ] ti i tion is more | 
hurry to capitalize on Baby Sandy’s| months until crop situation is 1 


certain. Nebraska and Iowa exhib- 
itors are squawking plenty about 
scarcity of customers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25) — ‘Angels 
Wings’ (Col) and ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G), 
split with ‘Sergeant Madden’ (M-G) 


and ‘Everybody’s Baby’ (20th). 
Looks like $1,900, swell. Last week, 
‘Hardys Ride High’ (M-G) and 


‘Champ’ (M-G) (reissue), split with 
‘Climbing High’ (20th), 
‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and ‘One Third 
Nation’ (Par), tripler, $1,800, dandy. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Daughters Courageous 
(FN) and ‘Secret Service’ (FN) (2d 


‘Pardon Nerve’ (20th), tripler, $1,600, 


looked for, and no complaints at that} average. 


figure. Nothing definite yet, but re-| 
turn of stage shows hinted again at} 
this site around the last of next} 
month. Last week, ‘Borrowed Time’ | 
(M-G), finished strong and wound up} 
abreast of the $12,000 mark. 

Warner (WB) 
‘Man About Town’ (Par?}. Third h.o. 
in a row for this spot. with twin bill 
of ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par) and 
‘Girl and Gambler’ (RKO) waiting 
for a month to get in. Fair enough 





$4,300 in sight for Benny flicker. 
Last week, ‘Daughters Courageous 
(WB). on h.o. from Stanley, about 
the same. 


jsulting capacity during that tim? 





Knox Quits ERPI 


Harry G. Knox, vice-president in 


'charge of engineering of Electrical 
a dae a, . 
(2.000: 25-35-50)— | Research Products, 


Inc., subsid of 
Western Electric, last week tendered 
his resignation upon the advice of 
his physician. It became effective 
July 15. Knox held this post for the 
last nine years. 

He plans resting for a year but 
will be retained by ERPI in a con- 


first-run, | 





$57,000 at N. Y. Strand; Bob Hope 
Hypes Fraud, 406, ‘Hardy Neat 236 





‘Each Dawn I Die’ is. leaving a 
thick trail of dust in drought- 
stricken New York as it runs away. 
|from everything else on the street 
|for what looks like a new high un- 
| der the present stage-show policy of 


|the Strand. The record of $51,500 
| was set by another Cagney picture, 
|‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ and Ted 
| Lewis last November. Latest Cagney 
|(Geo. Raft co-starred), with added 
draw of Eddy Duchin, is a virtual 
‘cinch for $52,000 or a little over. 
This is sensational business for 
| July, although the weather has been 
; rather cool in spite of no rain. Fur- 
| thermore, 


the Strand is below par. 


straight filmer relit last night (Tues.) 


on a special, reserved-seat preem., 
Regular run begins this morning 
(Wed.). House is crashing with 


large and effective advertising. 
Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Second 
Fiddle’ (20th) and stage shcw (4th- 
final week). Last week (3d) at 
around $23,000 and on the final (4th) 
round may hit around $21,500, not 
bad this far down on a pushed run, 
State (3,450; 35-55-75)—’Tarzan’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Gertrude Nie- 
sen, Rita Rio and Henny Youngman 
on stage. Business pretty slow,. only 
around $15,000. Last week ‘Angels 





the competition against! 
Sunday | 


Have Wings’ (Col) (2d run) and 
Rudy Vallee, $25,000, nice for the 
dead of summer. 


Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99) — 


| (23) staited getting warmer and the | ‘Rach Dawn I Die’ (WB) and Eddy 


| thermometer may climb further be- 
| tore the end of the week. 
Those grabbing the majority of 


the business the Strand isn’t getting | 


| Duchin on stage. A smash $52,000 
| or shade above is being grossed here 
|to top the record high of $51,500 
scored by ‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ 


are the Paramount, Music Hall and | (WB) and Ted Lewis Yast November, 


| Capitol. 


| cago and Minneapolis on the way 
|east, is handicapped by ‘Magnificent 
| Fraud.’ but still the coin is at a re- 
| spectably satisfactory figure at $40,- 
| 000 on the initial seven days ending 
j last night (Tues.). Hope is unques- 
| tionably responsible for this much 
|money at the Par. Holdover week 
| begins today (Wed.). 
‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ is 

{cracking no records at the Capitol, 

where it began its second week yes- 
jterday (Tues.), but it went to $23,- 
'000 on the first seven days, much 
| over recent averages and okay profit. 
| Quite remarkable on the holdover 
!is ‘Man in Iron Mask’ at the Music 
| Hall, It staged a big pickup toward 
| the end of its first week to finish at 
| $90,000 and is very firm on the sec- 

ond at an indicated $70,000 or there- 
abouts. 
A rather sharp decline is the fate 
|of the State. ‘Tarzan Finds Son,’ on 
j}second run, with Gertrude Niesen, 
| Rita Rio and Henny Youngman, will 
} account for only about $15,000, a 
| tight squeeze for a small profit. 

With prevailing cool weather and 

;not so much competition, ‘Second 
| Fiddle’ picked up some pace both 


| last week and this week (4th). Final 


| stanza looks around $21,500. 

' Lesser first runs are all mild, but 
|‘Mr. Chips’ now in its 11th week, 
icontinues a 


| last night (Tues.) with a special, re- 
served-seat premiere of ‘They Shall! 

|Have Music’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 

(M-G) (lith week). Again this one 


strong money-getter. 
| Rivoli, dark several weeks, reopened 


Bob Hope, who proved his | 
; pulling power on personals in Chi- | 


that show having come in the day 
after Thanksgiving. Strand opened 
Friday (21), doing eight shows (six 
on stage portion), followed on Satur- 
day wiih the same and from Sunday 
on is rolling with five stage shows 
and seven reelings of film. Last week 
‘Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB) and 
Clyde McCoy band, $15,000, poor, 


Daughters’ Dual 
Snappy $14,000 
In Glum Detroit 





Detroit, July 25. 

Town's leader looks like the Michi- 
gan, with ‘Daughters Courageous’ and 
‘Million Dollar Legs,’ but biz gener- 
ally is showing no appreciable re- 
covery as yet. 

Upturn may come a little earlier 
this year, however, with new 1940 
autos due for introduction month 
earlier than last year bringing earlier 
pickup in auto plant employment. 
That is, unless current General Mo- 
tors strike of tool makers ties up 
work on new models too long. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d run) plus 
‘Parents Trial’ (Col). Power-Henie 














does a solid $12,000, same as for the | °PUS Moved here after sesh at Fox 


| ninth week. The 11th began yester- 
|day morning (Tues.). A run through 
Labor Day is a certainty, 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 


‘Hardy Spring Fever’ (M-G) (2d 
week } Began holdover yesterday 
(Tues.) after getting $23,000 the first 
seven days, much higher than the 


average of the spring and summer, | 


though not so powerfi 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55) — This | (20th) and ‘Moto’ (20th). 
Man Is News’ (Par). A poor $4,500 | 


wiil be tops for this one. 


Last week | 30-40-65) 


| and figures to come home with fair 


| $4,300. Last week, n. g. $4,000 for 
| ‘Gorilla’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Five 
|Came Back’ (RKO) (2d run), both 


| moved here from Fox. 
| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
| 55)—Ex-Champ’(U) and ‘Unexpected 
| Father’ (U) dual. Just fair $10,000 
coming up. Last week, pretty good 
$15,000, best since dual policy started 
this summcr, for ‘Second Fiddle’ 

Michigan (United Detroit) 


(4,000; 
‘Daughters 


Courageous 


‘Drummond's Bride’ (Par), under | (WB) combined with ‘Million Dollar 
$4,000, blah. | Legs’ (Par). Headed for pretty fair 
Globe (1.274; 25-40-55) — ‘Dead | $14,000. Last week, heartening $13,- 
Men Tell No Tales’ (Alliance). Looks/| 000 for ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and 
about $6,000, fairish. Last week| ‘Man Dared’ (WB). 
same was gotten by ‘Waterfront’ Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
(WB) 000; 30-40-50)—Magnificent Fraud’ 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Daugh- | ‘Par) and ‘Unmarried’ (Par). Looks 
ters Courageous’ (WB) and ‘Moto} like fairish $5,200. Last stanza medi- 
Vacation’ (20th), both 2d run,| ocre $4,800 for ‘Hell's Kitchen’ (WB) 
dualed. This pair goes eight days 


| for around $6,500, not so good. In 
ahead, ‘Mikado’ (U) (2d run) and 
‘News Made at Night’ (20th) (1st 
run), $6,000, poor. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 

Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and Bob 
Hope, Woody Herman orchestra, 
| others (2d-final week). Begins hold- 
over today (Wed.) after closing first 


seven days last night (Tues.) to 
$40,000. not sensational but okay. 


Hope is credited 
vast majority of this business; pic- 
poor. Last week, third for 
|*‘Man About Town’ (Par) and Gene 
| Krupa-Andrews Sisters $33,000, very 
| good, 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) 
and stage show (2d-final week). A 
strong holdover pace is being main- 
tained for about $70,000. The first 
seven days built to $90,000, the final 
| two days going away over expecta- 
; tions. Thus on the two weeks an 
'excellent profit at $160,000. ‘Winter 
Carnival’ (UA) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.? 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Hidden 
Power’ (Col). Came in yesterday 
(Tues.} on a preview, after a week’s 
indifferent business of $6,000, though 
some profit, with ‘Saint in London’ 
| (RKO). Ahead of that, ‘Five Came 
| Back” (RKO), on its second week 
nabbed $6,500, excellent. 


; ture 


with drawing the| 





Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 


i ‘They Shall Have Music’ (UA). This' 


and ‘Exile Expiess’ (GN). 


Rooney ‘Fever’ Topping 
Prov., Torrid $15,000 


Providence, July 25. 
‘Hardy Fever’ is giving Loew’s 
State biggest gross in weeks. Ma- 


jestic holding down with ‘Daughters 
Courageous,’ but Strand doing only 
S0-so with ‘Back Door to Heaven.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Cariten (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th) (2d run). Holding own 
for nice $3,500. Last week, ‘Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Five Came Back’ 
(RKO) (2d run), swell $3,800. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
‘Code Secret Service’ (WB). Step- 
ping along to good $7,500. Last week, 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), peppy $8,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) 
Over Europe’ (Col). 
hefty $15,000 in offing. Last week, 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and ‘All 
Come Out’ (M-G), slow $9,500. 
Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)—~ 
‘Back Door Heaven’ (Par) and ‘Mar- 


25-35-50 )— 
and ‘Clouds 
Is tops with 


ried Cop’ (Rep). Weak $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Good Girls’ (Col) and ‘Ro- 
mance Redwoods’ (Col) neat &7 ANN 
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Ne Top Vaudfilm in Minneapolis 


4 000-Seater Looks NG. at $8,000 





Minneapolis, July 25. OUTDOORS DENT B’KLYN | 
Adding 4.000 seats tc the available wes od = 
supply, the reopened Minnesota the- Coney, Fair Hurt; ‘Fury’-‘Desire 


atre currently is busting things wide 
open downtown. It’s tough opposi- 
tion al] around. Indie nabe ex- 
hibitors are squawking the loudest, 
asserting that much of their trade 
§s being diverted downtown, with} 
the worst still to come. 

Minnesota’s big nut, however, | 
presages some red ink for the house | 
if the gross is around the estimated 
$8,000 the first week. 

Aside from the huge opening days’ | 
Minnesota throngs, there’s ‘Goodbye, 
Mr. Chips’ b.o. achievements to com- 
mand attention. Its State fortnight 








yielded nearly $20,000, an exceeding- | and 


y substantial figure here for a 
straight film in these depression 
days. And in its third week at the 
Century, where it moved for an ex- 
tension of its first-run, it’s still trav- 
eling at a fairly profitable pace. 

Of the newcomers, ‘Second Fiddle’ 
and ‘Naughty But Nice’ are paceset- 
ters. It looks especially hunky dory 
for the former at the State. But 
things aren't setting so well for the 
Orpheum’s ‘Tarzan Finds a Son.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Gin Mexico’ (RKO) and ‘Drum- 
mond’ (Par), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) and ‘Hell’s 
Kitchen’ (WB), also dual first-runs. 
Looks like good $1,800. Last week, 
‘Big Town Czar’ (U) and ‘House of 
Fear’ (U), dual first-runs, mild $1,000 
in five days. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25-35- 
40)—‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Moved here after two big weeks at 
State. Fair $4,500 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Captain Fury’ (UA), $3,000, 
poor. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Naughty Nice’ (WB). Publicity that 
Ann Sheridan has been receiving 
standing this one in good stead. 
Younger set particularly in evidence. 
On way to good $3,500. Last week, 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO), $3.200, good. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—Invi- 
tation to Happiness’ (Par), split with 
*Wonderful World’ (M-G). First up- 
tewn showings. Fairly good $2,000 
indicated. Last week, ‘Angels Have 
Wings’ (Col), $2,500, good. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 15- | 
30)—‘Sidewalks N. Y.’ (Mono) and} 
Jack LaRue and revue on stage. 
Monopolizing much attention on re- 
opening after being closed for nearly 
two years. Plenty of show for low 
admission and bargain hunters are | 
flocking here along with the curious. | 
Jack Malerich’s 18-piece orchestra a 
magnet. Getting $8,000, which is big 
considering the scale, but not much 
more than the nut. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 25- | 
35-40)—‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Not such a 
hot attraction for this particular spot. 
Getting plenty of kid play and mati- | 
nees hold up well, but night trade | 
off. Hard struggle to top light $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ 

(FN), good $10,000 in 11 days. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35-40) | 
—‘Fiddle’ (20th). Mild $5,000 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Mr. Chips’ | 

(M-G) (2d wk), great $7,600 after 
swell $11.400 first week. 

Time (Gilman) (290: 25-35)—‘Eagle 
and Hawk’ (Par) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Slowing down considerably after! 
dandy first week. En route to mild | 

700, First week, $900. 





| 


0. C. EVIDENCES PICKUP: 
‘PARIS’ DUAL OK $2300 





Oklahoma City, July 25. 

A slight pick-up at the b.o. after 
two sluggish weeks appears evfdent. 

‘Good Girls Go to Paris,’ at State: 
*On Borrowed Time,’ at Midwest, and | 
Second Fiddle,’ at Criterion, all do- | 
ing okay business. 

Estimates for This Week 
Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Fiddle’ (20th). 

week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G), good $3,900. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
*Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Girl Mex- 
ico’ (RKO). Set for fair $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Who Dared’ (FN), so-so $1,750. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40 )— 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G). Good $3,500. 
Last week. ‘Juarez’ (WB), nice $3,900. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40 )—‘Jua- 
rez’ (WB). Moveover from Midwest: 
good $1,200. Last week, Man About 
Town’ (Par), 
terion, fair $900, 

State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)— 
*Girls Go Paris’ (Co]) and ‘First Of- 
fenders’ (Col). Good $2,300. Last 
week, ‘Lady Mob* (Col) with ‘North 
of Yukon’ (Col), good $2,100. 


Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U). Good 
$1.900. Last week, ‘Naughty, Nice’ 
(WB), fair $1,600. 


Good $16,000 





Brooklyn, Julv 25. 
Balmy weekend saw flock of local | 


‘Ex-Champ’ «U). 
fair $3;200. 
Town’ 
Doctor’ (Rep), after week at Circle, 
okay at $4,000. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)\—‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and 
‘Could Happen te You’ (20th) (d 
wk). Nice $5,500, . ast week strong 








Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and Stronger De- 
sire’ (M-G). Top money of the town) 
with nifty $9,000, Last week, ‘Cap- 
tain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Parents Trial’ 
(Col), fair $6,900. 


No Deductions 











(Continued from page 7) 


indies here profess to be in a@ non- 





residents traipsing to Coney Island | , buying mood, with percentage deals 
and to World’s Fair to take advan- a speciel target. 
tage of drop of admish, all this help- Warners, it is stated, will have at 


ing to dent biz among downtown de- 
luxers. 

Top coin this stanza will be gar- 
nerea by Paramount, showing ‘Man 
About Town’ and ‘Missing Daugh- 
ters.’ Closest competitor is Metro- 
politan, with ‘Captain Fury’ and 
‘Stronger Than Desire’. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Bachelor 
Mother (RKO) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th). Diving to so-so $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) 
‘News Night’ (20th), mild 
$15,066, 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) — ‘Hell's 
Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Hotel Imperial’ 
(Par). Doing much better than last | 
week, expecting $15,000. Last week, 
‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Mickey 
Kid’ (Rep), light $13,500. 








‘tee eee ate AS Heat Halts Philly Upswing; Mask’ 
Nice $15,000, ‘Come Out’ Slow 5¢ 


$10,800. + 


Met (3,618; 25-35-50) — ‘Captain | Fiddle’ is playing just that in hold- season's product 
Fury’ (UA) and ‘Stronger Desire’ over week. 
(M-G). Will pull in good $16,000./ yact week houses had extreme 


Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘6,000 | jeat, American Association all-star 
—_ et og gag og ‘Man | baseball game and the othe: usual 

aramount (4,126; 25-35-50 )—‘Man | 3 as heavy competi- 
About Town’ (Par) and ‘Missing | OUtCoor ee ae 


| $1,300. 


| gotten Woman’ 


Good $4,300. Last | Probably $3,100, 


moveover from Cri- | 


Daughters’ (Col). Profitable $17,000. | 
Last week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ | 
(WB) and ‘Outside Walls’ (Col), | 
good $16,000. } 


Rooney Topping 
L'ville Opposish, | 
Strong $10,000 


Louisville, July 25. 

Bright spot in town is Loew’s | 
State, where ‘Andy Hardy Gets | 
Spring Fever’ is riding the crest, | 
overcoming all opposish such as the | 
weather, night softball and summer 
opera at Iroquois Amphitheatre. 
Mickey Rooney is the boy pulling 





| 





|’em in and State will cop the gravy 


in easy fashion. | 

‘Gay Divorcee’ at Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre, with Dorothy Stone and} 
Charles Collins in the dancing leads, | 
is the bill for the fourth week and 
drawing consistent biz with favor- 
able weather. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown ‘Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Fiddle’ (20th) and 
‘Moto’ (20th), picking up slight trade | 
on moveover, and won’t do much | 
better than meager $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Parents 
Trial’ (Col), lightweight $1,400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)-— 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U) ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th). Should round up medium! 
Last week, ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) and ‘Lady Kentucky’ (Par), 
wrapped up pretty good $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15- 
30-40)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and 
‘Clouds Europe’ (Col). Rooney cur- 
rently furnishing the b.o. oomph. | 
Pacing for bright $10,000, or over. 
Last week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) 


and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G), healthy 
$6,000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: 


15-30-40) —‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB) (2d whk.). Some letdown 
naturally, but second stanza bring- 
ing no complaints with indicated $3.- 
200, following initial bumper $4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 15- 
30-40 )—Stole Million’ (U) and ‘For- 
(U). Pretty aver- 
age fare for this deluxer and re- 
turns promise to be medium $4.000. 
Last week, ‘Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th), accounted for town’s top biz, 
robust $7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 15- 


| 30-40 )\—*Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) 
and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par). | 
fair. Last week, 


‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and ‘In-| 
side Information’ (U), mild $2,700. 


‘MAISIE’-‘DESIRE’ FORTE © 
$9,000, TOPPING INDPLS. 








Indianapolis, July 25. 

Houses in the downtown sector are 
| holding their own this week. Loew's 
is taking top money, dualling ‘Maisie’ 
and ‘Stronger Than Desire.’ 

Circle is doing okay with a hold-| 
| over of ‘Second Fiddle’ and ‘It Could | 
Happen to You.’ Apollo, taking an-| 
other fling at frst-runs, is fair with | 





| ‘Unexpected Fa her’ and ‘Ex- | 
| Champ.’ 

Estimates ftr This Week 

| Apollo (Katz Dolle) (1,100: 25-30- 

40)—Unexpected Father’ «(U) and 


| holdover in both houses. 


‘combo, especially after last week’s 
| big $9,500. 


least eight percentage films, a new 

move for WB here. Henry Her- 

e bel, a district manager, reports a 

e e 12% sales gain in the Minneapolis- 

’ Mi'waukee-Indianapolis territories, 
the central keys. 

Two of the leading films will be 
sold on a 40° basis and the balance 
of the percentage films will go out 
on a 35% basis. The remainder of 

Despite heat and other summer|a flat rental basis, accord.ng to Her- 
diversions, film biz is more than) pel, 
holding its own with good ae the miekeacabadl 
sole reason. Currently, ‘Hardys,’ at) wR sells Away From Fox In Wis. 
Midland, and ‘Daughters Coura- Manitowoc, Wis. July 25. 
as new attractions, while ‘Second 
here away from 
Fox's Strand to the Capitol and 
Mikadow, indies operated by R. S. 
Guiterman and F,. M, Kadow, re- 
spectively. 
tion, but biz was satisfactory all! ang 104 shorts. 
around. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid-| 6 b 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d wk). Solo 3 9 . 
Biz noth- 
D h 
Daughters 
SHIETS, 14%, 


following a recent swing through 
Kansas City, July 25. | the new season product will ve on 
geous,’ at Newman, are sailing strong Wiener Meee, bee Genk ie meee 
The contract calls for 48 features 

ashamed of in $6,000 


ing to be 


Midland ‘(Loew’s) (3,572; 10-25-40) 
—Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Clouds 
Europe’ (Col). Looks to equal take 
of previous Hardy film. May add 
up to $15,000. Last week. ‘Borrowed 
Time’ (M-G) and ‘Stronger Than 
Desire’ (M-G), nice $11,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- iasieest Sade oo 
25 - 40). — ‘Daughters Courageous’ Cincinnati uly £0. 
(WB). Moving along with steady Only two new releases at major 
drawing power, and looks set for| Stands this week and both clickers, 





/hold-over at nice $8,300. Last week shoving main-stem combo b.o. above 


(2d), ‘Man About Town’ (Par),| Warm-weather par. Current topper 
added nice $6,500 to neat $10,000 for| is ‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever, 
first week. Palace’s best trade sizzier for quite a 
spell. Comfortably close is ‘Daugh- 
ters Courageous’ at the Albee. 

| Except for the smallie Family, 
| burg now has only fine ace stands 
| operating, the Grand being demol- 
ished for rebuilding of a modern 








Need Directors 














Boosting Cincy 





Philadelphia, July 25 

Aided by cooler weather, businese 
was holding its own this week until 
another heat wave moved in yesier- 
day (Monday). Grosses are good in 
comparison to the poor levels they 
reached in some recent weeks. First. 
runs are showing all the strength, 
while the second runs in 
are way off. 

Initial run situation, incidentally, 
is back to normal this session, efter 
a deluge last week in an endeavor 
to get out product which had begun 
to pile up behind holdovers. In 
place of the six first-runs of Jast 
week, there are only the usual four, 


with one of them a holdover. 

‘Chips’ is the town's only h.o. and, 
in its fourth week, still its sirong 
man, Pie was supposed to close Jast 
Tuesday (18), but was showing such 
results that the opening of ‘Hardy's 
Spring Fever’ was pushed beck un- 
til tomorrow (Wed.). Fox is like- 
wise doing nicely with ‘Second Fid- 
dle’ on the screen and the Three 
Stooges on the boards. ‘Iron Mask,’ 
at Stanley, is also doing nice biz, 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57 )-— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (4th wk.). Slated to 
close at the end of the third stanza, 
this was going too good and it was 
given an extra week. At $10,500 still 
plenty good. Last week, $15,000, ex- 
cellent. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42)—‘A)ll 
Come Out’ (M-G). Trick docu- 
mentary prison pic got some good 
notices, but is failing to show much 
b.o. at $5,000. Last week, ‘Saint in 
London’ (RKO), likewise a weakie 
at the same figure. 

Fex (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68 )-— 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and Three 
Stooges topping vaude. Film is pro- 
viding the heavy end of the draw 
this sesh, though Stooges are proving 
to have a fair following. Combo is 
reaching the best Fox figure of the 
summer at $19,300. Last week, ‘Girls 
Go Paris’ (Col) with Bert Lahr and 


miatown 








| Hildegarde on deck, drew $18,400, 
fair. 

| Karlton (WB) (1.066: 32-42-57)—~ 
‘Girls Go Paris’ (Co!) (2d run), 


Without the support of ‘je vaude 
that it got last week at the Fox. fop- 
ing badiy at little more than $. 600. 

st week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-C} 
on first run, unusual for this house, 
so-so $5.000. Another initial run, 
‘Clouds Over Europe,’ ‘Col), comes 
in Friday (28). 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)—Invi- 
tation Happiness’ (Par) ‘3d run) 
Below standard at $4,500. Last week, 





" cinema. Seating capacity, however, 

‘Continued from page 7) will be increased by 2.150 Aug. 4, 
when the RKO Shubert reopens with 

other B that assumed A rating. | ‘Miracles for Sale’ on a pic run pre- | 
Ginger Rogers’ current _ starrer, | liminary to going vaudfilm in Sep- | 
‘Bachelor Mother,’. won Kanin a new oe ti for This Week | 
contract along with a fat salary | Stimates for is ee | 
rica = | Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) —| 
oe P | ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB), eight 
Fronting for Hively | days. Excellent $14.000. Last week, | 
Appreciative of the help provided | ‘Sysannah’ (20th), five days, bottom- 


him by Hively, Kanin appealed to | scraping $5.000. 


Pandro Berman in the cutter’s be-| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42 )—‘Sec- | 
half. When lack of a director! ond Fiddle’ (20th). Moveover from 

aetenaA 4 4 tar Palace for second week. Fair $4.000. | 
threatened to delay start of Sally | Falac r second week. air $4.000. 
Eilers starrer, They Made Her |Last week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par) | 


seat" ESE rie -1. | (2d run), very good $5,500, 
a Spy,’ Berman told Hively to take | Family (RKO) (1.000: 15-25)— 


charge. He, like Kanin, made good, | «pranned jn Sky’ (Col), ‘House of 
and has since completely discarded | Fear’ (U), ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). 
his shears. singly. Lobby spook bally on ‘Fear,’ 
Dmvyiryk, rated one of Paramount's} featuring walking skeleton, a_ biz 
beiter cutters, had been struggling | perker. Okay $1.800. Last week, 
for five vears to win his director’s| ‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO), ‘Undercover 
chevrons when one day illness re-| iver (rine ), “6.000 Enemies’ (M-G). 
moved Nick Grinde from ‘Million | Qeiths \Tibeonh UF S00.” 35-42) — 
Dollar Legs’ set, and unit producer | ‘Rorrowed Time’ (M-G) (2d. wk). 
William C. Thomas substituted him. | Okay $3.500. Last week, surprisingly 
Dymiryk hed been editing Grinde’s| big $6.500 
footage. Thomas, however, was | Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 25-40)—‘Man 
aware he was not taking too heavy | About Town’ (Par) (3d run). Fair 
a gamble, for he was one of the few | $3.600 Last week ‘Stronger Desire’ 
| (M-G) (35-42 scale), slow $3.090. 





execs at Par who still recalled that | Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42) 
. | ‘ 2 J vw _—— 
ymir tw years earli ad | «ta, > > “iMG )) OM} 
Dymtryk two years earlier red Hardy Fever’ (M-G). Midsummer 
taken a leave of absence from cut-| bo. tonic for heftv $15.000. Will 
ting end had moved over to aj} hold Last week. ‘Second Fiddle’ | 


quickie plant, where he piloted two! (20th), sweet $12,000. 


sagebrushers. Thomas had _ seen! aie on —— 
. . J 

the pictures, and realized Dymtrk| L. A.’s Flood of Previews, 

had what it takes. Par has since | 


given him a new written deel. 

Harold Buequet and Leslie Fen- 
ton made their leap from former 
Occupations as cutter and actor, re- 
spectively, via detour through 
briefie departments. 


Both Real and Phoney' 


Los Angeles, July 25. | 

First run filmeries locally have | 
worked -_the ‘preview’ racket i 
standstill during the past two weeks, 
with RKO Hillstreet far ahead of 
other competitors for top screenings. 
Hillstreet, from July 9 to 23, staged 
‘Good News’ Encore nine ‘previews,’ Bve of. which were 

Hollywood, July 25. legitimate first showings locally. 
Metro will remake ‘Good News,’| This downtown house set some sort 
rewriting it completely to star) of record by staging — iews three 
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland. nights in a row, all legit. 

Follows their current ‘Babes in Paramount, scheduled to fold for 
howe? remodeling after windup of second 
week of ‘Mar About Town’ (26), is 
Winding up in blaze of previews, 
with showings set for last three days 
of engagement. 

Number of indie houses in and 
about Los Angeles have joined af- 

j filiated theatres in staging phoney 
Ma- | previews, with an occasional ‘sneak’! 


th own in for goe a menpsure 











GLORIFYING HER P. A. 
Hollywood, July 25. 
‘The Oomph Girl’ will be Ann 
Sheridan's next for Warners. 
Jerry Wald and Richard 
are on the writing chore. 








‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) (3d run), satisfae- 
tory $5,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57 )-—— 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA). Setting a nice 
pace at better than $15,000. Certain 
of one more session under the cur- 
rent Warner h.o. policy. Last week 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) (2d 
|wk.), stepped down sharply to $16.- 


000 after big first stanza and was 


| Slight disappointment. 


Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-52-42)— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ «‘WB) «2a 
run). Hitting a mild trot at $5.000 


Last week, ‘Five Came Back’ «RKO? 
first run, $4,500, pallid. 





Winter’-Nelson 
Ork OK $15,000 
In Hot Buffalo 


Buffalo, Julv 25 
here, but 
Ovaie Wel- 


There’s a heat wave 
‘Winter Carnival,’ plus 
son’s orch is drawing nice biz. 
Other spots are off. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3.500; 30-25-55) 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) end Ozzie 
Nelson’s orch. Combo looks to do 
good $15,000. Last week, ‘Ficdle’ 

(20th), good $13,200. 

Century (Shea) (3,000: 25-35) — 
‘San Francisco’ (M-G) and ‘Petticoat 
Fever’ (M-G) (reissues). Mav get 
$4,000, fair. Last week, ‘All Come 
Out’ (M-G) and ‘Heritage Desert’ 
(Par), $3,800, fair. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000; 30-56) 
—‘Way Down South’ «RKO? and 
‘Career’ (RKO), Around $4.500, 
so-so. Last week, ‘Stolen Life’ «Per? 
and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ ‘Per}, just 
over $4,200, poor. ‘ 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—'Islana 
Lost Men’ (Par) and ‘Cowboy Quer- 
terback’ (WB), $4,000, poor. Lést 
week, ‘Magnificent Fraud’ ‘Par) esd 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), $3.900, poo! 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3.300: 25-35) 
—Top Hat’ (RKO) and ‘Hiumen 
Bondage’ (RKO) (reissues). Preb- 
ably around $4,000, poor. Last wee* 
‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and 
Holiday’ (Col), $6,200, nice 


4 
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Raye-Martin- Career 


$75,000, Top 


Frisco’s Heat; ‘Desire’ Weak $10,000 


————— + 


San Francisco, July 25. 

Another socko week is in store for 
the Golden Gate, which currently has 
a double-barreled stage show headed 
by Martha Raye and Tony Martin, 
supported on the screen by ‘Career.’ 
The Hollywood screen celebs have 
been able to overcome the summer's 
first heat wave. 

Another business-getter on the 
street this week is ‘Daughters Cour- 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Toial Gross 
This Week...........$1,136,100 
(Based on 26 cities, 158 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Tmst Year... .cccvce. $t,048,500 
(Based on 23 cities, 144 theatres) 








ageous,” which Is being double-billed 
with ‘Nancy Drew, Trouble Shooter, 
at the Warfield. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40 )—‘Sec- 
end Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Hotel Im- 
perial’ (Par) (2d wk). Good results; 
should garner $10,000 on the hold- 
over. Last week, $18,000, fine con- 
sidering the lowered price scale, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Career’ (RKO) with Martha Raye 
and Tony Martin on the stage. Alice 
Fave and Parkyakarkus also in town 
and took several bows. Week headed 
for hefty $26,000. Last week (8 days), 
‘Saint in London’ (RKO) with Ken 
Murray and ‘Hawaiian Follies’ revue 





on stage, sweet $19,000. | front. 


Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) | 
—‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Parents on 
Trial’ (Col). Fair $7,000. Although | 
given little play in the ads, ‘Parents | 
on Trial’ is getting a better audience | 
reaction than the Raft opus. Last | 
week (9 days), ‘Unexpected Father’ 
(U) and ‘Woman Judge’ (Col), light | 
$7,100. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740; 30-40) 
—Stronger Desire’ (M-G) and ‘Wat- 
erfront’ (WB). One of the weaker | 
bills on the street. Will be lucky to | 
get $10.000. Last week (3d), ‘Man | 
About Town’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), okay $7,000 for the final 
stretch 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-40) 
—Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (5th wk). Eng- 
lish-made picture started to slip dur- 
ing early part of last week and then 
made a sudden pickup. Anticipate 


fine $6,000. Last week (4th), strong 
$7,000 
United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 


55-65)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA), Reduction 
of admission prices in all F-WC 
houses and the Orpheum here, after 
more than two-year 55c level, hasn’t 
hurt this house at all. Some of the) 


nabes, however, are beefing plenty 
about terrific loss in biz following 
15c drop at the first runs. Second 


week of ‘Mask’ will do $9,000, good. 
Last week, terrifie $13,000 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-40)}— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB). F-WC stepped | 
out a bit this week and upped its dis- 
play space in the dailies in an eifort 
to focus attention on ‘Daugh- 


some 


ters.’ Results highly gratifying at 
$14,000 Last week (2d), ‘Hell's 
Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Million Dollar | 


Legs’ (Par), slim $6,500 


B.0. Murder in Denver, But 
Sun’-Thurston $10,000 OK 


Denver, July 25 


With stiffest competition from out- 
Side sources In months including 
huge Denver Post-sponsored free 
Opera in Cheesman Park and big 
bands at local amusement parks, | 


coupled with hottest weather in years | 
and years, picture houses as a whole | 
are below average. Only the Den-| 
ver is going over, with Tkurston’s 
magic show getting credit 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin Fox) (1.400: 25-35-40) 
“Hurric ine’ ‘ljJA)> and ‘Dead End’ 
(UA) Fair $3,500 Last week, ‘The 


Mikado’ (U), after a week at the 
Orpheum, below average week, $3,000 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 25-35- 
40) llen Murder Case’ (Par). Poor 
$5.200. Last week, ‘Man About Town’ 
(Par ), second week. good $6 500 
(2,525: 25-35-40) 
Good 
Last 
and 


_ Denver 


aan (Fox) 
Sun Sets’ 


(U) and Thurston. 
$10,009, thanks to Thurston. 
week, ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) 
Stage show, average $9,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
_ Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Panama 
Lady’ (RKO), after four days last 
week. Fair $8,000. Last week. ‘Mr. 
Chips (M-G), after a week, and 
Career’ (RKO), double, for three 
days, did $3,200; and ‘Hardy Fever’ 
(M-G) and ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO). 
dual, for four davs, did almost as 
well as an average week with $8,200, 
tremendous. 
_. Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
2an Francisco’ (M-G) (reissue) and 
Clouds Europe’ (Col). Fair $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Boy Friend’ (20th) and 
Chan’ (20th). an average $3,500. 
Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Ger- 
many Surrendered’ (A. L. Rule) and 
Woman Is Judge’ (Col). Fair $1,700 
~ast week, ‘Mr. Lincoln’ (20th). after 
a week each at the Denver and Alad- 


Gin. and ‘Asked ft Yaty) 
$1,700, Ked for It’ (U), 


average 


| ets 


SMASH 356 
IN HUB 


Boston, Julv 25. 
‘Borrowed Time.’ on dual bill at 
the Orph and State, is way out in 
Quiet elsewhere this week. 
Estimates for This Week 


double, three days, $4,800, fair. 

Fenway ‘(M&P) (1,332; 
55)—‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(2d run) and ‘Secret Service’ 


(WB) 
(WB) 


(lst run). Slightly under par, $5,000 
Last week, ‘Man Abou. Town’ (Par) 
and ‘Grand Jury’ (Par) (both 2d 
run), $4,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO (2,907: 25- 
34-40-55)—"Good Girls Paris’ (Col) 
and ‘Stole Million’ (U) Droopy 
combo, around $10,000 Last week, 


‘Clouds Europe’ (Col) and ‘Forgotten 
Woman’ (U), good $16,300 
Metrepolitan (M&P) (4.367: 


25-35- 


40-55)—'Second Fiddle’ (20th) and 
‘Could Happen’ (20th) (2d wk). Will 
take around $11,000, xood Last 
week, same bill, dandy $19,100. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900 25-35-40- 
55)—’Borrewed Time’ (M-G) and 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) Sock combo head- 
|ing for smash $20,000. Last week, 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Stronger De- 


sire 


(M-G), 
Paramount 


double, okay $15,000. 
(M&P) (1,797: 25-35- 


40-55) Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Code Secret 
Service’ (WB) Fair $6,500  indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Grand Jury’ (Par) (both 


2d run), dual, $5,500. 


Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-55) 


‘Man About Town’ (Par) = and 
l*Grand Jury (Par) tboth 3d run) 
N.s.h. $3,500. Last week, ‘Naughty 
Nice’ (WB) and ‘Susannah’ (20th) 
(both 2d run). $3.500 
State (Loew) (3.600: 25-35-40-55) 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie’ 
| (M-G). Grabbing plenty coin, 
around $15,000. Last week. ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G) and ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G), 


$10,500, fail 


‘Hardy's Fever’ High 
$4,200 in Lincoln 


Lincoln, July 25 


Hardy’s seventh, ‘Spring Fever,’ is 
the current ast oO theatre row, 
doing what will probably be the best 
y1Z » far tl summe!l Stuart ha 
‘On Borrowed Time, which 1011 


fairly well 


Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NT! Noble - Monroe?) 
(750; 10-15) ‘Homicide Bureau’ 
(Col) and ‘Wyoming Outlaw’ (Rep) 
split with ‘Can't Beat Love’ (RKO) 
and ‘Man from Sundown’ RKO) 
Only ave! $so0 Last week, ‘Out 


{ 
} 
Paradise (Indie) and f 
(RKO), split with ‘Arizona 


Rack- 


law's 
Party’ th 
yn’ (RKO) and ‘Smashing 
(RKO), $700 
Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25)—‘Thanks Memory’ (Par) and 
‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par), split 


Legi 


SO-SO 


with ‘Allen Murder’ (Par), nine days 


Only 
Happen 
(20th). 


fair $2.600. Last 
(20th) and 
five days, 


week, 
‘Boy 
$1,800, 


in all. 
‘Could 
Friend’ 
good 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) 
10-25-40) ‘Hardy Spring Fever’ 
(M-G). Verv good, $4,200. Last 
week. “Second Fiddle’ (20th), healthy 


(1.236; 


| $3,900 


Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1.900; 10 25- 
35)—‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G). Pretty 
fair $3,300. Last week, ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ (Par), yanked fifth day. 


slow $1,800 


Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1.100: 10-20- 
9° )-‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and 
‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO), with the 
Louis-Galento fight film, good $2,600 


Last week. ‘Zenobia’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Pama RK lim $1.700 


re ¢ 


— 


A EM al 


TIME’ - MAISIE 


| (20th), 
| good $4,000. First two weeks did big 


| 


Boston (RKO) 
‘Human Bondage’ (WB) (revival) 
and ‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) (2d, 
run), dual, four days, and ‘Lady | 
Mob’ (Col) (list run) and ‘Missing } 
Daughters’ (Col) (2d run), double, | 
three days. Heading for tame $4,000. | 
Last week, ‘Girl Gambler’ (RKO) | 
and ‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep) (both Ist 
run) dual, four days, and ‘Washing-| 
{ton Square’ (20th) and ‘Inspector | 
Hornleigh’ (20th) (both 2d run), 


25-35-40- 


H.0.s Have B.O. in Port.., 
But ‘Paris’ Fair $4,300 


Portland, Ore., July 25. 


‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ | 


is still strong at Parker’s Broadway 
in its second week. In this off sea- 
son, another steady biz-puller is 
‘Man About Town,’ which moved to 
the Mayfair after three big weeks 
at the Paramount. ‘Daughters 
Courageous, at United Artists, is an- 
other strong h.o. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 


40’—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Big | 
| Czar’ 


(U) (2d wk). Continuing to 
mop up in great style for good $4,- 


|500. First week, big $6,300. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 30-35-40)—‘Man About Town 
(Par) (4th wk), and ‘Zero Hour’ 


(Rep) (ist wk). Moved to this house 
from the Paramount and still okay 
at $2,000. Last week, ‘Borrowed 
Time’ 
(M-G), second week, good $2,300. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1.800; 30-35-40)—‘Five Came Back’ 
‘RKO) and ‘Saint London’ (RKO). 
Weak $3,800. Last week ‘Human 


| Bondage’ (RKO) and ‘Could Happen | 


Here’ (20th), registered fair $4,000. 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Girls Go Paris’ 
(Col) and ‘Clouds Europe’ (Col). 


Fair $4,300. Last week, ‘Man About 
Town’ (Par) and ‘Chasing Danger’ 
third week for Benny pic, 


$12.000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) —- ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB) and ‘House Fear’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Strong second week at $4,500. 


(3,200: 20-30-40)— | First week big $5,500. 


— 


Balto Cools Off, 
B.0.s Steam Up: 
Daughters 146 





Baltimore, July 25 

Stretch of unseasonable frigid 
weather is having some _ beneficial 
effect on local pic houses, with nice 
lineup of product an additional help. 
‘Daughters Courageous,’ at Stanley, 
is enjoying some bullish play point- 
ing to an assured h.o. Nice interest 


in ‘On Borrowed Time,’ at Loew’s 
Century, indicates pleasing take 
there. 


Combination of local talent ‘Star- 
dust Revue,” sponsored by the News- 
Post, and ‘Good Girls Go to Paris,’ at 
the Hipp, continuing profitable pace 
set last week and chalking up addi- 
tional profit on its second run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40 )}\— Borrowed Time’ (M-G). At- 
tracting a satisfactory response with 
nice $9,000 indicated. Last week. sec- 
ond of ‘Chips’ (M-G), added okay 
$7,800 to solid opening go to $12,200. 


Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Girls Go Paris’ 
(Col) and local talent ‘Stardust 


Revue’ (2d wk). Latter sponsored in 
co-operation with local News-Post 
Continuing profitable pace to good 
$12,000, after ringing bell resound- 
ingly On opening session with big 
$15,400 
Keith’s 
25-35-40) ‘Unexpected 


15- 
(UW). 


(Schanberger) (2,406: 
Father’ 


Only fair with mild $4,000 the pos- 
sible count Last week, ‘Hell's 
Kitchen’ (WB), mild $4,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d wk). | 


Maintaining okay pace at $4,500 after 
pleasing first heat at $5,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-25-35-40- 
5) —Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
{ealthy $14,000 and h.o. definitely in 
the bag Last week, forced second 
stanza of ‘Man About Town’ (Par) 
not much with $4,900 added to initial 
at $6.600. 


1 
Week 


TORONTO HAS B. 0. 
‘MAISIE’ BRIGHT -76 


Toronto, July 25 
Despite sutdoor attractions rev- 
+ 4 


enue a Line tirst-runs took a zoom 
this week chiefly because of the 
merit of product. ‘Maisie’ is topping 
the list and ‘Second Fiddle is doing 
nicely on its second stanza. 

All deluxers here dual, with the 


exception of Uptown. 
Estimates for This Week 
Imperial (FP-Can) 
40)—Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and 
‘Woman Judge’ (Col). Satisfactory 
$6.500. Last week, ‘Five Came Back 
(RKO; and ‘Kokomo’ (WB), disap- 
pointing $5,100. 


9979. Of Of 
(3,373: 25-35- 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,611: 25-35-50) 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Stronger De- 
sire’ (M-G). Excellent $7.100. Last 
week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col}, good $6,500. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1.433; 25-40) — 
‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘Like It Hot’ 
(Par). Good enough $3,400. Last 
week. ‘Angels Wings’ (Col) and 


‘Gorilla’ (20th). o.k. $3,100 


Uptewn (FP-Can) (2,761: 25-35- 
50 )—‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d wk) 
Good $5,200 after excellent $6,900 on 
ect turpal 


E GROSSES 


(M-G) and ‘Stronger Desire’ | 


[.A.'s 12 Ist Runs Exceed Even N.Y, 
All Doing Fair-to-Good; ‘Daughters 
OK 17146, “Million 14G, ‘Man’ 146 2d 


| 
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Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
i eer $265,500 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Reet Tear... sos soe+s SOBER 
(Based on 10 theatres?) 


| 
| 











“TIME’ - VAUDE 


| 

b] 

i . 

| Washington, July 25. 

| Weekend of cold and rain gave the 


| b.o. a nice break, but balmy weather 
|}moved back in yesterday Monday 
| (24) and the picnic was over. Two big 
| vaude Spots are away out in front 

and each doing smart biz. 
|rowed Time. shoved into Capitol 
| when ‘Mr. Chips’ held third week at 
| Palace. is better celluloid than stage 


{show house usually draws and is 
| easy leader. ‘Man About Town’ 
| hailed by crities as first time Jack 


| Benny has had a worthy pic, is nice 
second at Earle. 


Only other new pic is ‘I Stole a 


Million,’ at Keith’s and it’s n.g. in 
face of two heftv newcomers and 
three good holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 


‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) = and 
vaude. First A-1 pic house has 
Snagged in long time, and it looks 


like big $22,000. Last week. ‘All Come 


Out’ (M-G) and «aude, $12,000, very 
poor 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 


‘Maisie’ (M-G? (2d run). Back down- 
town after oke werk at Capitol and 
looking at average $4,500. Last week 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G) ¢ 

Earle (WB) (2.216: 25+35-40-66) — 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) and vaude. 


Critics saying Benny has a good pic 


at last. even if Rochester does steal 
it. Looks like big $19,000. Last week, 
i ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) (2d 
wk.) and vaude, strong $14,200. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) — 
‘Stole Million’ (U Opposition too 


much for this one. Maybe passable 


$6,500. Last week, ‘Clouds Europe’ 
(Col). okav $7.500 

Met (WB) (1,600: 25-40)—‘Daugh- 
ters Courageous’ (WB) (2d run). 
Shoved in after two ) { 


-week stay at 
Farle and shooting at average $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Kokomo’ (WB), big 
$7,500 

Palace (Loew) (2.242: 35-55)—‘Mr. 
Chips (M-G) (3d ). Surprise 
holdov eC! should ee nice $8.500 Last 
$12,200 


WK 


week, second, big 


Montreal Dull, But 
‘Chips,’ $10,000, Shines 


Montreal, July 25. 

Town's only b.o. standout is ‘"Good- 
bve, Mr. Chips’ at Loew’s, with $10, 
000 in sight Balance either 
or mediocre 

A 60.000 congress at Stadium Sun- 
day took biz away and super- 
fine weather also did some denting. 

Estimates for This Week 


(2.700: 25 


| 


repeats 


sOINne 


$5-55) 


Palace o- 
Second Fiddl« 20th) (2d wk). Pac 
for 0d $5.000 after very nice 
$7,000 last weel 
Capitol (CT) (2.700: 25-45-55) 
Str r De f (M-G) and ‘Cow- 
Quarte ck’ (WB) Po $3,000 
sry Last week Tarzan’ (M-G) 
nd ‘Could Happen to You’ (U), n. g 
34.000 
Loew's (CT) (2.800: 30-40-66)—‘Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G). , Should coilect sure 
$10,000, excellent. Last week, ‘Girls 
Go Paris’ (Col). poor $4,600. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50) 


‘South Riding’ (Brit) and ‘Dishonor | 
Bright’ (Brit). Possibly $3,000, good 
enough Last week, ‘Blackwell’ | 
(WB) and ‘Gracie Allen’s Case’ 
(Par). average $2.800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Smiling Along’ (Brit) and ‘Pardon 


Our Nerve’ (Brit’. Pacing for $1,500, 


wesk Last week. ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) 
and ‘Family Next Door’ (U), poor 
$1.500 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 25-50) Femme du Roulanger’ 


(6th wk). Running to around $1,106 
every week, which is good enoug!} 
ior season 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 20- 





34)—‘Le Schpountz’ and ‘L’Assassin 

Parmi Nous’ dual. Frohable 

00. good enough. Last week, ‘Le 

Chose’ and ‘Les Deux Dadas,’ 
better than average at $2300 


> 
+ 


‘On Bor- | 


2d run). oke $4,200. | 


Los Angeles, July 25 

For first time in several vears local 
first runs reached an even duzen, 
with biz fair to gpod in most spots. 
Los Angeles, on current week, has 
more first runs Operating than any 
other spot in country, including New 
York. 

‘Second Fiddle’ piling up very en- 
couraging take at Loew’s State and 
Chinese. ‘Daughters Courageous’ do- 
|ing likewise at the Warner day- 
_daters, Hollywood and Downtown. 
| RKO and Pantages have best wee 
!in number of stanzas, but Para- 
mount, on holdover of ‘Man About 
Town’ is weak. 

Carthay Circle relighted (21) with 
continued run of ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
after 10 weeks at Four Star. 





Estimates for This Week 

Cartnay Circle (Fox) (1,518: 40-55) 
—‘Chips’ (M-G) (11th week). Opened 
mildly on moveover and should hit 
around $3,800, ok. House reopened 
after long shuttering, excepting for 
brief spell of continued first run 
while Chinese went all-flesh policy. 
| Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
| 30-40-55-75) — ‘Fiddle’ (20th) and 
‘Could Happen to You’ (20th) dual. 
| Another healthy gross at $12,100 
interest here topping that at dav- 
dated, Loew’s State. Last week (8 
| days), ‘Hardy Spring Fever’ (M-G) 
and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G), big $14,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
/and ‘Sweepstakes Winner (WB) dual. 
Despite warmish weekend looks like 





| okay $8,500. Last week, ‘Hell's 
Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Naughty, Nice’ 


(WB), picked up for neat $9,200. 
Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900: 40-55) 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G). May get 

good run; first week $4,200 fair. 

Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) on final 

four days of 10th week. satisfactory 

$1,900. 
Holly weod 


(WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 


65)—Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Sweep- 
stakes’ (WB) dual. Good fare for 
Hollywood crowd, so looks like 
$9,000. Last week. ‘Hell's Kitchen’ 
‘WB) and ‘Naughty, Nice’ (WB), 


nifty $8,400 
Orpheum (B’way) (2,280: 30-40-55) 
Hotel Imperial’ (Par) and ‘Girl 
from Mexico’ (RKO) dual and vaude- 


| 


ville. Not much to crow over at 
around $6,800. Last week. ‘Back 
Docr Heaven’ (Par) and ‘Tell No 


Tales’ (RKO). $7,060, not healthy. 


Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Stole a Million’ (U) and ‘Blondie 
Vacation’ (Col) dual. Looks like 
okay $6,200 Last week. ‘Career’ 
(RKO) and ‘Ex-Champ’ (U), dismal 
$4,000 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-40-55) 
—Man About Town’ (Par) (2d 
week, Three previews helping 
bolster holdover week for possible 
$13,500, but that’s weak. Initial 
tanza few dollars under $22.000. 
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson on 
tage gets credit fo! portion of draw 


but he we 


n't be around next week 





nN 
when ‘Town’ goe third tanza 
coupled with ‘Magnificent Fraud’ 
(Par). House will close after that 
for repair : 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55) Stole Mil 
lion’ (U) and ‘Blondie’ (Col) dual 
Take bolstered by numerou pre- 
views, so close to $7.500 in ht. 
Last week. ‘Career’ (RKO) and ‘Ex- 
Champ’ (U), not very encouraging 
$3,800. 

State (Loew-Fox ) (2 414 30 40) 55- 
75) Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Could Hap- 
pen’ (20th) dual Weak $11,800. 
Last weel davs). ‘Hardy Fever’ 
(M-G) and ridal Suite’ (M-G), ex- 
cellent $15.300 

United Artists (F-WC) (2.100: 30- 
40-55)—‘Hardy Fever (M-G) nd 
‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) dual Keeping 
up pace on moveover for okay $2! 00. 
Last week >t nger Thar Desire” 
(M-G) and ‘Come Out’ (M-G). very 

ak $1.000 on eight da 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296 


65)—Hardyv’ (M-G) and ‘Bi ~ ” 
(M-G) dual. Hitting high sp r 
neat $5.800 on move ve Last wes 


(8 days), 
‘Stronger 


Out’ 


very poo! 
Desire’ (M-G) 
(M-G). 


$2.700 with 


and ‘Come 


Par Borrows Hellman 


Hollywood, Julv 25 

Sam Hellman, on loan from 20th- 
Fox, moved over to Par mount ira 
sereenplay. 

Checking off the lot were Adele 
Rogers St. John, Russell Crouse, Al- 
fred Quarini and S. K. Lauren 

HOWE GRINDS ‘ABE’ 
Hollywood, July 25 
Jemes Wong Howe is. chief 


cameraman on ‘Abe Lincoln n 

Illinois,’ the Max Gordon-Harry M. 

Goetz production at RKO 
Filming starts Aug. 1], wit’ John 


$x| AN 
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‘Nazi Captive, ‘Mamlock’ Figure 


In British Censorship Showdown 








London, July 14. 

Censorship here is about ta face 
its biggest test as outcome of action | 
by London County Council over the 
‘Professor Mamlock’ film. Picture 
was nixed by British Board of Film 
Censors, chief of which is the po- 
litically-minded Lord Tyrrell, but) 
same body later okayed ‘Confessions | 
of a Nazi Spy’ (WB), which was! 
precisely similar in ideological out-! 
look. ‘Mamlock’ was subsequently | 
submitted to L.C.C. for its overs | 
riding approval, but that was before 
‘Nazi Spy’ came into the country, 
and L.C.C. only endorsed the Cen- 
sor’s view. 

Now that ‘Nazi Spy’ is running at 
the Warner theatre, and incidentally 
is to embark on a concurrent pre- 
release at the Regal, pressure is be- 
ing put on L.C.C., as licensing au- 
thority for the whole Metropolis, to 
reverse its judgment on ‘Mamlock’ 
and permit its playing without a 
Censor certificate. Local authorities 
are permitted by law to make their 
Own decisions as to what films may 
be presented in their areas, and for 
convenience sake normally accept 
the verdict of the trade-sponsored 
B.B.F.C., although in law this body 
has no actual status. In recent years, 
tendency has been almost to give 
the board legal standing, by virtue 
of the fact most licensing authori- 
ties voluntarily bind themselves to 
respect its verdicts. 

This time, though, L.C.C. is kick- 
ing. The county council is Socialist- 
controlled, so obviously it is not in 
direct sympathy with the Censor’s 
barring of a picture either because 


[ 





it is anti-Nazi, or because it is of 


| 
i 


REISMAN, MORRIS SAIL 
FOR RKO, WB S.A. SALES 


Phil Reisman, foreign head of 
RKO Radio Pictures, sails for South | 
America Friday (28) to launch two | 
sales conventions in the Latin Amer- | 
ican territory. First sales gathering 


| 





| will be held in Rio de Janeiro on 


Aug. 18, with Bruno Chelli presiding 
and the second in Buenos Aires, 
Aug. 31, with Nat Liebeskind, South 
American manager in charge. Sales 
forces from 10 Brazilian offices will 
gather in Rio to discuss plans, while 
Liebeskind will bring in the Chilian 
organization headed by George Koll- 
man, for the B.A. meet. 

Sam E. Morris, Warner foreign 
chief, is also sailing for Rio Friday 
on the same boat with Reisman. Mor- 
ris is also scheduling WB sales con- 
ventions in Rio and B.A. 

Liebeskind leaves N.Y. on Aug. 4. 


AUSSIE STALLS 





PIC FINANCING: 





Sydney, July 14. 


| will be borrowed from Albert Lie- 


French M. P. Co. Reorg 


Federal Judge William Bondy has 
set July 27 as a date for hearing the 
confirmation of the plan of reorgan- 
ization of French Motion Picture} 
Coip. The company filed a volun- 
tary petition in N. Y. on Feb. 19, 
1938, listing liabilities of $21,571. It 
dealt in foreign films. 

The plan proposes to pay all salary 
claims which total $885; and $136 to 
the U. S. government and N. Y. City, 
for taxes. 

General unsecured creditors will | 
receive 15° in cash in full settle-| 
ment of their claims. Some $5,000 





berman of Philadelphia for this. 





France Indicates 
Poor-Pics Rash: 
Duals Increasing 


os 


Paris, July 17. 

French product this season is way 
below par and considerably under 
last season's lineup of screen fea- 
ures. The weakness in product is 
beginning to show up in cinemas of 
| Paris, too, with double features, with 
both pictures sometimes being U. S. 


>; 
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Ifs, Ands, Buts on Neely 





(Continued from page 3) 


———— 


also through having no theatres, 


| would stand to benefit more than 


their larger competitors. The ex- 


| hibitor wouldn't care what the brand 


of the picture is, so long as the pic- 


, ture is good. By the same token the 


account would naturally be as willing 
to pay $100 for a picture from Mono- 
gram that is worth that much, as one 
from Metro that is worth the same 
to him. The thing he isn't interested 


lin is what the pictures cost their 


makers. 


Question the film buyer must de- 
cide is whether open bidding might 
not kite the prices too high on the 
big pictures, while the same bidding 
on the poorer ones may not be held 
low enough for him to come out as 
good as he does now by gambling en 
bloc. Another thing the theatre 
operator must consider is whethes 
he might not be forced to bid higher 
against a competitor than he wants, 
even on average or low-quality film, 
because both have to fill playdates 
regularly or be left high and dry. 
Some exhibitors are vitally con- 
cerned over these angles. 


If successful with his pet statute, 
Neely would be responsible for cre- 
ating a condition where no com- 
pany would be stronger than its 
product. This very ground is said 
to have been seriously taken into 
consideration by one company this 
year which was pondering a surprise 
move by voluntarily doing away 
with block-booking, rather’ than 





films that have been dubbed, on a 
big increase. 
Theatres which formerly played at. 





Home producers are irked at the 
slowness of the New South Wales 


‘least one French-made film on 
{double bills, now are going for two 


fight Neely or more directly, sub- 
scribe to the trade practices code. 
Such consideration was no doubt 


based on the feeling that an analy- | 


sis of the product being delivered, 
plus confidence in the studio, might 


what each is worth to him. Those 
that are chair-warmers, especially 
with chains, and in a routine way 
| picking up film as it comes alone 
|on yearly buys, using routine ads 
|from press books and trusting to 
luck, would quickly be on the spot. 
This would also be true of the film 
salesman, the advertising man, the 
exploiteer and others who didn’t 
deliver, just the same as in the 
studios. 


The field for independent pro. 
ducers would be opened wide and, 
with an open market prevailing, fi. 
nancing for such indies would no 
doubt be greatly eased. Meritorious 
foreign-made film would also stand 
to benefit by getting into playdates 
which are now pre-empted for them 
by poorer Hollywood product that 
had to be bought and has to be ex- 


hibited. 
That Neely might be the solu- 
tion to the elimination of double 


bills and a revival of vaudeville or 
stage shows in other forms, is also 
a possibility. The very probability 
that major producers would turn 
out fewer pictures in Hollywood 
should tend to discourage double- 
billing. 

Under the Neely bill, all producers 
would have to furnish synopses of 
pictures and under presumption of 
the bill’s wording also screen the 
finished product in each of the vari- 
ous exchange centers maintained. 


Hardships of Screenings 
Visualized in Some Spots 


Screenings are seen’ as necessary 
because if the pictures did not live 
up to the synopsis furnished, then 





the exhib who bought ahead of a 


- ici r m | , me 7 icans, either dubbed or retitled.) ean even greater rental return pte 
te bing, Magy pr ‘government in granting promised Pn _ ’ * nay : oe than enjoyed under sales en bloc. runoff of the film could sue for dam- 
Mamlock ‘ Se , : is is do espl > fac at the ; ; é i istr iz 
jinn ste" playing might provoke | finance to assist production plans. | oa | Presumption in that case is be- | floes and ~ am aggre ge wd to 
palitical pr deh belief proved | They claim that too much red-tape | release of original versions is re-|jieyed to have been that the top | Go% — action as we ; This is 

- sc ; stricted to a maximum of 15 theatres| bracket pictures would bring more | CP€ °F Its more extreme adverse 
wrong by the subsequent orderly has to be surmounted in order to 


.- | points for the distrib. Supposition 
we; ‘ : 2 , sae 8 : : On open bidding, and that those in P Ppo: 
reception of ‘Nazi Spy.’ But they | create a favorable impression with | in this territory. P 
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are equally unwilling to be domi- 
ne2red by a censor between whose 
political outlook and their own there 
is a tremendous gulf; hence the situ- 
ation now arising. 

*’Nother Anti-Nazi Film 


L.C.C. still has to decide whether | 
it will let ‘Mamlock’ by, while there | 


quickie, ‘I Was a 
Captive of Nazi Germany,’ yelling 
for an okay. Its licensing authority 
is therefore to take a gander at both 
this latter and ‘Mamlock’ and then 
decide a policy common to all three, 
because all express a common atti- 
tude. 

Meaning, that in the event they 
still hold back on ‘Mamlock’ and 
‘Captive,’ they will also rule ‘Nazi 


is also another 


Spy’ off the screen and bar it from | 
any further playing in the London | 


area. In plain English, the L.C.C. 
is saying to the Censor: ‘If you want 
us to back you up by observing 
your decisions on all pictures, you 
must be consistent and either allow 
in all such as deal with any given 
subject, or bar the lot.’ 


Trade has heen fidgetting a long | 
time under what scems to be gov-| 
influence behind activities | 


ernment 
of the B.B.F.C. Lord Tyrrell was 
formerly a dinlomat, and it is freely 
whispered that 
cisions he endorses are swayed by 
political motives. as instanced by the 
manner in which such material as 
March of Time has been brutally 
hacked and shorn of its incisive 
treatment of political issues, and by 
the crazy barring of a three-minute 
Pence trailer a few years back. 
Only thing that has held the indus- 
trv from revolting avainst the re- 
strictions of th's Frankenstein of its 
own creation is fear that ‘abolition 
of a trade controlled censorship 
would bring government interven- 
tion. 

L.C.C. action will accordingly get 
some sunport from the industry, 
though of a guarded nature, because 
picture business does not intend to 
be made the buffer in strife between 
the licensing authority and the cen- 
sor. 
National would have a squawk if 
their film were pulled out, not be- 
cause of its own demerits, but on 
account of a tactical battle between 
two outside bodies, and they would 
get support from every other dis- 
tributor. 

Situation may wcrk itself out, as 
“L.C.C. may okay both ‘Mamlock and 
*Captive’ in the same way it has per- 
mitted uncertificated pictures to be 
snown in the past. There’s a chance, 
at the same time, it may deliberately 
force the Censor’s hand and bring- 


ing about a showdown of the whole} 


censorship setup, 


many of the de-| 


| °° ° | 
| officials whose knowledge of the pro- | 


duction game amounts to nothing. 


| When U. S. distribs declined to 
| enter the local production field on a 
| quota layout, and following many 


iment and MPDA, Premier Stevens 
| announced that his Government was 
prepared to grant financial assistance 
|to home producers of repute, The 
|distribs were highly delighted about 
| getting out of the quota mess so 


|easily, and the producers, while ex- | 


|pecting the Government to be more 


| severe on the distribs, were satisfied | 
to know that coin would be on tap | 


ito keep the production wheels in 


continuous motion. 
Minor producers, with dreams of 


in their applications without giving 
a thought to a regular production 
schedule. Government offic:als, how- 
ever, nixed their applications, but 
}have not okayed finance for the 
majors who have been anxious to 
|make a start on genuine lines, 


produce ‘Seven Little Australians,’ 
one of the most popular yarns ever 
written in these parts. Sir Ben has 
Arthur Collins, with years of Holly- 
wood experience, all set to direct the 
pic and is prepared to sink a pile of 
| his own cash into this one. 
also is said to be waiting to go ahead 
with production on promised Gov- 
ernmental backing. 


| Aussie Would Make Own 
Pics, Give Snub to H’wood 


Hollywood, July 25, 
| American film producers 
| battle on their hands to maintain 
| their present supremacy down under, 
|take it from George Fitzpatrick, 
managing director of the Australian 


| ree of Public Opinion. 


| Aussie industrialists, he declared, 


| are bent on producing their own pic- 
Obviously Warners and First | tures in opposition to American and | 


British product. 





; ; 
| 

| Mr, Fitzpatrick’s conclusion sounds 
}more like wish fulfillment than 
; actuality. Fact remains, U. S. films 
|are most popular in Aussie, as in 
almost every portion of the globe, 





Strike Shuts Theatres 


Mexico City, July 25. 





cinemas in Sonora, northwestern 
| U.S. border region state. 


expansion on taxpayers’ coin, rushed | 


Sir Ben Fuller has lodged an ap- | 
plication for monetary assistance to | 


National | 


| 
| 
have a| 


Outside of a few pictures belong- 
| ing to the sordid cycle, which for a 
itime created interest here, there 
have been virtually no films of great 
|interest shown to the trade here. 


bitter huddles between the govern-|-1 i gy Nord’ looms as a possibility, | 


|but it looks like slim pickings for 
| American firms hoping to make coin 
by distributing French pictures (in 
jthe U.S.) during the next 12 months. 
| Besides ‘Snow White,’ exhibitors 
‘tab ‘Gunga Din’ and a couple of 
Shirley Temple films as biggest hits 
among American imports. 

Typical 


of the product situation 


for cinemas here is the Paramount, | 


|which recently played ‘Vous Seule 

'Que J’Aime.’ This was followed by 

two American dubbed films, 
Strange part about present diffi- 


culties in getting sufficiently strong | 


product is that more cinemas con- 
tinue to be built. 
erecting a new house opposite the 
Paramount, 
| Francais.’ 

this theatre. 


Siritzky may book for 





‘Magyar Anti-Semitic 
Law Taking Effect; 





Budapest, July 18. 


Jewish members of the orchestra | 


of state, subsidized opera and Na- 
tional Theatre have been dismissed 
in consequence of the new anti- 


Semitic law. 


issued yet, and time limit set for re- 
ducing quota of Jews in theatrical 
companies to 6% has not yet expired, 
|managements were instructed to 
|anticipate this and put rigid re- 
striction into effect at once. 

Among those dismissed are emi- 
| nent artists and several who had 
| been awarded life membership in the 
| National Theatre. They continue to 
receive their pensions. 


| Despite various promises of credit 

and other support, so far nothing has 
| been done to set the stagnant 
| machine of local film production in 
| motion again. Hungarian studios are 
| dark and negotiations with the gov- 
| €rnment seem to be at a deadlock. 


Jacques Haik is | 


to be known as ‘Le| 


No Film Production i°” would be the sufferer. 


Although detailed instruction for | 
execution of the law has not been | 


ithe next bracket, which must be de- | 
|livered at a lower percentage, could | 
also comménd more money on the} 
strength of their value. With a 
|company where the top-bracket pic- 
|tures haven't panned out to expec- | 
j tations and the ‘B’ product has 
| Slipped, also, consideration of such | 
|a policy at this time could be cru- | 
| cial, 
One thing the distribs fear and | 
| protest is the investment up to $30,- 
000,000 or more _ in_ production 
| budgets without contracts on a year- 
ly basis in advance as a safeguard 
| against such large-scale planning. In 
many cases producers now have | 
term deals and franchises which | 
stand as a guarantee of playing time 
and rental return, 

| 


} 


Incentive for Some 
Real Showmanship 


The Neeiy bill could mean many 
things, apart from how definitely it 


would place the burden of mer- 
chandise value on the manufac- | 
turer, It would take the selling | 


of the film away from swivel chairs 
and force the distributor to exert 
the greatest effort in the direction | 
of showmanship. With every pic- 
ture sold entirely on its merits, and | 
with open bidding on all film, the | 
distrib who went to sleep on the 





The average film salesman, out in | 
the field goés around to 
see exhibitors, trying to get them 


who now 


to extend a playdate, pick up some 
| picture that has been available to 
them for weeks, use more acces- | 


sories, buy some reissues, etc., would 
then really come into his own. He 
| would be out selling to the ex- 
tent of his endurance and ability. 

Neely would also provide a field 
day for the publicity and advertising 
|men who had anything in them. 
| Their numbers would naturally in- 
; crease and no doubt, in each ex- 
| change zone, the distribs would have 
nen ish each film. 
| The theatres, bidding against each 
other on all product, also would 
| have more use for advertising and 
| publicity men. 

The theatre manager and the ex- 
| hibitor would have to get out of his | 
| cubicle and try to be more of a 
| showman, wringing from the as- 
| sorted collection of pictures he is 
| buying the utmost at the boxoffice. 
;In many cases the bidding might 
| become so intense that where a 

made at a high rental | 
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booking is 


| ly measure 
/ who has his own theatres might be 


| pockets 


| also is that most accounts would buy 


film only after seeing it, otherwise 
they will still be buying blind to 
some extent. Bill seeks to combat 
‘plind selling’ by the provisions call- 
ing for accurate synopses. 

The average number of branch 
points is now 32. Because of the dis- 
tances to’'some exchanges now in the 
more scattered territories, additional 
branches very probab!y would be- 
come necessary. There are some 
points in the U. S. now where an ex- 
hib is as far away as 1,200 miles from 
the nearest exchange. Hardship on 
exhibs far from branches would be 


| a serious one if the number wasn't 


increased, 


Position of the chain theatres con- 
trolled by distributors, as well as 
those controlled independently, would 
be entirely changed under the Nee- 
if passed. A producer 


forced to bid high against independ- 
ents in order to play his own film, 
unless supposed legal rights to sell 
to whom you please would be in- 
voked. There again the question 
might arise as to what an indie could 
do who'd prove he couldn't get film 
against a chain house, though willing 


| to pay more for it. A stockholder 
| of such a major company also pos- 


sibly might not understand such a 
polic. by the company in which he 


| has invested. 


A distrib with its own theatres, 
however, could bid high enough te 


| top any indie since, in cases where 
| the theatres are controlled 100%, the 


money is coming back into the same 
anyway. Where partner- 
ships exist, however, another prob- 


| lem arises. 


If Paramount, Metro, RKO, Ware 
ner Bros. and 20th-Fox, which cone 
trol theatres, ever lost them under 
the U. S. anti-trust suit. then the 
whole field would become wide open 
on bidding. 

The indie chain, under Neely’s 
proposals, would be in a_ position 
where each theatre, in each situation, 
would have to bid against competi- 
tors, it is presumed. Practice of 
adding on regtal in one heuse, and 
taking it off the books of another 


| that isn’t doing so well, as frequently 


exists when a chain buvs for a flock 
of theatres at one time, would no 
doubt be out, 


Circuits which also are in the habit 
of making flat-buy deals. paying 8 
stipulated sum to cover the number 
of theatres involved and then itself 
allocate the rentals the various 


A group of screen writers, plan- the factor of showmanship would | houses are to stand would also no 


Strike to enforce demands for a ning production on a_ cooperative | count 
new contract has closed most of the basis after the manner of United) manager, also. 


| Artists, has so far also failed to get 
| going. 


importantly. The exhib or| 
would have to be on | 
the job viewing all the pictures and | 


}be enough of a showman to judge | 


doubt have to drop that habit. 

All these, and others, are among 
the trade possibilities, if Neely 
comes, 
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Hoyts-G.U.T. Deal Worries Indies; Oscar Deutsch’s Deal to Take Over 


Fear Opposish, Higher Pic Costs 





_- 


Sydney, July 6. 
Get-together between Hoyts and 
Greater Union on 20 years’ term is 
rather a headache to the indie man- 
agements. They see stronger opposi- 


+ 





Bid for Faith Baldwin 


Sydney, July 6. 
Sir Ben Fuller is endeavoring to 


PLANNING CURBS 


Holland, 


Sweden and Denmark. 


Switzerland, 


9 Key Paramount Cinemas in England 





Rowland’s Spanisher 


William Rowland’s third all-Span- 
ish talker for RKO Radio in Latin- 


+ 


London, July 25. 
Oscar Deutsch is reported negoti- 
ating a deal whereby he would op- 
erate nine big Paramount key film 
houses in England in association with 


tion and higher film rates ahead. It’s Threaten Yankee Income, 


interest U.S. writer, Faith Baldwin, 


America, titled ‘Odio’ (‘Hate’) his Odeon circuit. Pact has not been 


certain that the Films Commission . aetaila ne : ° ; ° is not 
will be pressed to bring ina standard et eames ht S with S tuation om Former now in the final stages of produc- , actually consumated, and it is not 
form of contract without more delay. | ¢pajjans”’ ' : Two Serious ition in Mexico City. Rowland’s, known whether Deutsch would oper- 


his forthcoming pic produc- 





ate through outright ae or by 
leasing. However, latter arrange- 


commitment with RKO Radio called 


It’s presumed that the Hoyts-G.U.T, : | 
| for the delivery of three Spanishers 


tion. Miss Baldwin’s name connected 
group will take in Snider-Dean, with 


with pic would mean something as 











| Sweden, and possibly Denmark. In the | 
last two there’s talk about boosting 
customs duties. In Switzerland and 


which Hoyts linked after its breach semeels U.S merket, Sic Sea be HAYS OFFICE CHECKS ie one year. ee aed ot “ = ~ 4 er 5 ge took the 
with G.U.T. two years ago. It’s under= | jiaves, ae an wo eS a productions — wet e mes isible to both parties con- 
stood here that there is every pos- Arthur Collins will direct the pic Baan I Fass and rte ’ dia, = . li i aed Gee 
sibility of Dan Carroll coming into | ¢oy Sir Ben. Understood that appli- Already confronted with sagging musicals, delivered on schedule | a J — paheanene yn 9 “ 
the group with certain interests | cation has been made to govern-| markets abroad, American picture cme _ a : = A ee ee which 
covering the Birch, Carroll, Coyle| ment of New South Wales on finance.: companies are faced with direct nace aeaeet ag lige eon —, 
loop in Queensland, plus Prince tibiae RTA ae \ threats to their income in at least ee ee = 
Edward, Sydney. Carroll travelled to \three European countries. Trouble’ nal ata “ oe os 
U. S. with Charles Munra and was looms in Holland, Switzerland and | : lk ain d t vr ly eicht aye onypte 

in N. Y. when Munro and Rydege | | England, but only eight or nine are 


rated first-run, important theatres. 
| These nine are viewed as making up 


huddled with 20th-Fox executives on 


the merger idea. 


SHUT MEXICO 





‘here's ¢ re srious situation : small circuit, which is strong 
There sa pretty tasious age nee 9 Holland, the problem is more com- ‘strategically in key spots although 
via = S -iosmnantnay. Bt ott nl plicated and both cases have come not big numericaily 
ralia. The Watermans run own loop under the sevatineg of the Mavs of. . g nu ally. 
in their territory. They depended a y ays of Any such deal for nine houses 


fice here and in Europe. American 
firms already face stringent curbs in 
Italy, Germany and Japan. 

New restrictive measure 


or more would give Deutsch better 
purchasing power in deals for Amer- 

| ican product. 
Mexico City, July 25. |! 


good deal upon the Metro product, 
but when G.U.T. broke away from 
Hoyts, it bought up the Metro prod- 
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uct. G.U.T. is currently erecting an- Ne 43 se eh ae Y 
fa zerland constitutes the greatest} Labor costs, coupled with film pro- | Looks Okay to N. ¥. 
other house in Adelaide; Hoyts con- ——-— threat. Recently formed Swiss Fil : -—e ve 
trol Regent, and Metro is due soon Ch | ae : S$ Film ducers’ shortage of cash, have shut | Proposed deai whereby Oscai 
« * © > ¢ je} . € ° . 
, : ae Sydney. July 6. amber, meeting in Zurich, has nearly all studios here. Producers! Deutsch would operate nine key Par 
to open another house on loop ex- . 4, | approved a plan for a redistributi ns ; 
iets oe n>.) Following failure of the Will | I , Stribution can’t see their way clear to open- | theatres in England would work out 
tension. Situation gives the Water- | cs ca | of rights to foreign import U. S|; ’ ; : ; 
mans powerful opposition | Hays office to send an official to! d po! . S.| ing up until they can obtain assur- | satisfactorily for both the American 
ae Bi € tan. | survey situation here in connection | istributors plan to have it changed | ance of reasonable wage and hour | distributing company, and the Odeon 
There’s a possibility that Water- nie ag -,_| before it’s given the final approval +3 alae at rca lee a 
mans may link with another indie in| With resignation of Sir Victor Wil- | by the Mi 2 ‘4g Soro approval conditions from the unions. circuit, it was stated in New York. 
c od ey be . { . ° ‘ ) } . . ari . . } P P . e . ae 
erder to extend own chain outside | SOM as head of Motion Picture Dis-| 27 “e® ? unis ter of nterior. Harold Producers desire that the laborites | Idea back of such proposition would 
4 4 « . < re . . ’ ‘ ~ . 
tributors A it looks as though | Smith, Hays office rep, has gone, revert to pay tariffs that were in| be for Paramount to turn over op- 
Adelaide territory. Paramount, on | “1)utors Assn., HM 100Ks as BD | trom. Paris to Zurich to check or the | af ’ ee ae ; aad ; 
solo operation of the Capitol, Mel- | 4” agreement may be reached | t my . k on the | effect last August, when a 10% boost eration of several key spots and in 
bourne, has found the going tough of whereby members will take turns at t tiny “N ye > Se Seu was granted. Workers nix this turn receive a break in booking its 
late. Hoyts tried to deal with Par a being chairman Sir Wilson bows| ‘©'S 12%: *- | proposition, arguing that living ex- | product into other theatres of the 
couple of vears ago, but plans fell | °Ut of MPDA at end of this month. | Native Control penses are rising, Odeon (Deutsch) circuit. 
‘ als @5V, & Adio ae | won ‘— . ee 7 | "Adipere ar : — , 190 owe 
through on link idea | Ex-politicians mentioned as possi-} Aside from limiting the number Producers are also urging the Any such arrangement would 
» \ Ae cavas ~ 2 > aye , : > > ‘ sure tha 

Majority of U. S. distribs do not) Pilities for vacancy include Sir| of pictures that can be taken into federal government to give early at-| benefit Odeon by giving the chain 

a, . , ‘ . is > ate Betas sarliter r ag > . . 
ener Meteee. Vek, Wak we-| Archdale Parkhill and Frank Thor-| Switzerland, it would result in con- tention to establishing a bank to earlier release on Par product in 
< 16 A as . ae 4 . aa ‘ : 4 ' ° a . 4s . ines oe 
fer, for sake of higher revenue, to|>Y. formerly of Federal aeaeel trol by a native committee. This | "4"ce the film industry. nine additional important — In 

oc ! . 

/ : } . itte ’ ; . — -eturn ar would receive the co- 
have the two loops buck each other. | ™€nt. Sis | committee would have enough lee- 7" — : vig Odeo: . d t deal 
Say that pic biz in Australia will Has been said that MPD&A would! way to lay down tight restrictions . S.” Mex Headache operation o deon on product deals 

a’ Bak: 4 Alle : . | , ‘ . ° > > - 
now be run on chain-store ideas now prefer to leave the political an-| or permit the easy flow of product. Bugaboo of the Mexican pic in- in other theatres of this comprehen 

Should negotiations fall through | gle alone after severe beatings pre- | It is this angle to which American dustry, higher and high er labor costs sive chain . 

_ ‘ nn - ' . ; ot 7 ‘ ‘ a Na 3: 4 *) 4 . . ‘ . . . - ¢g » ¢ a1 ; ¥ ft i 
between government of New South | Viousiy. Stanley Crick, former 20th- | distributors object besides the fact "#5 282im gotten in the“hdir of Amer- No confirmation of a completed 
Wales and British government on| Fox exec, and lately with Aus-| that 95 permits to import U. S. films i¢8n distributors. Labor is again deal has been received in N. Y. thus 
that , 15° compulsory screening tralian-New Zealand Theatres, is} would be taken away and given to demanding more pay, an average far. 
angle, the position would not be oa also said to be rather keen on step-| the Swiss Film Chamber for distri- _?°°S' of 20%. Demand comes at a meine 
hot me British distribs operating ; P!"S into the position. Known that; bution among Swiss importers. most ig time, what with the Mi y A 

. . ' | ° au mm" + 
here With so much U. S. fare} 0@¢ or two members would like to} Big stumbling block too, is that) ™& ump in the peso, currently exicans eer way 
At he ht i Je —. c ° | . . ia , 
5 “a red to Hoyts-G.U.T., itseems prob see Crick nominated. | the Swiss want a newsree! to propa- down to 5.60 to 5.75 per dollar, a 
] { erec Oo moyts-U.vU.1., s s ” 9 A 7 " eon ste } ‘ hia +, : ' Nile harp bre: i Pron ae aac in : ; F N 1 R he 
r able that British product will take That link between Hoyts-G.U.T. | gandize Switzerland. Not only do aon 4 wi from the fixed rate of rom {ative KRancnere 
the rap to a great extent, with only | should see ease in political plays.| they figure this as a means of ad- | *99 that obtained for several months ° 
r O & +: P > J . i . . nti : - win _— > 
pond te - ott of coverage over the | Main obstacle to now overcome be-| vertising the Swiss but they want! ¥ itil the Bank of Mexico was forced Pix US Report Shows 
atinieitn time UL S distribs will tee? MPDA and exhibs is setting | American companies not only to dis- ff the market owing te the U. S . 
Lt cs e we u 7 | foreaig ; “Yr ri . wu 
not b ittin "9 very pretty either standard form contract. The home| tribute but also produce the reel, foreisn silver buying policy. 
e s rery t 2ithe vs 4 ; Weak pe seni ‘ 
With th Sa ian of rejection of quota situation is able to take care! Thus far, it’s nix on this proposition Weak peso, of course, means les Washington, July 25 
at 2% f ( ject ° . a = ‘ , : monev for - ee : ‘ g , July Zo. 
a of itself, especially as government | as far as U. S. distributors are con- | Money for the distributors to send to Serious fretting among Mexica 
U. S. pix in operation the combine, ; I 1e offices. as ’ ‘ =e n 

; z ; : ill will finance recognized units. cerned, ome offices, as they get all their in- motion picture producers over de- 
with plenty of product on tap, will | cnn Same Sule, ooh es hacra | COMme in Mexican money okt ges , 
, ' ; ta € aA S ewiss exhibitors have de creasing demands for their output is 
be able to do a lot of shelving. Just — , cle ail Distributors’ staffs 5 > ein 

Choice in Abevance | squawked, claiming they would be istributors’ staffs got a pay raise | revealed a report to the Depart- 
how Metro will fit into the picture is , ’ , ' +1 : oe 7 recently averaging unm to %0¢ vealed in a report to the epal 
os week Und cal ; 1] Word in New York this week was! unable to get sufficient product; TecemUy averaging up to 90%. A’ ment of Commerce from T. H Locke 
a pre 2 2rstoo arger calls , : hint : aii ? : Pes srs 
f . He — . o a gr in that no decision will be made on a| under the new arrangement and that | S2®0w down is expected by the end ett. commercial attache at Mexico 
or yts- J.T. to sp yroduct i . , ’ , > me ; . w dems , ™. : : iets 
h “gf t t iL Altl _ategenh new head for the Motion Picture| they would be confronted with! 0f the month on the new demands. City. Situation is so grave that 
ouses ost s =a. 10ugn Metro : es . 3 , : c ae a en it F > ei = 
ope " ~~ ‘chai ; t rae Distributors Assn. in Australia until, higher rentals if restrictions went aa oT inting President Cardenas recently was ap- 
rates own chain, certain produc big gra oe gr ers THA aie ae a a : . thy as | 
sa aa este he GUT nl Aare major company managers for Anzac | into effect since the Yank companies Cha lin Oldies Basis Of pealed to by the Mexican film indus- 
leis ‘ migabin f . H : t es try territory arrive back ,in Sydney.| would, it’s believed, charge it up to p try and gave his promise that finan- 
roke aw: , wts : -y, é ; d gave hi: se th: na 
en away trom Hoy 7 on solo 'y-| Last contingent, including Clay’ them L d Ri . cial assistance would be fortheom 
uring ; I jar S > years ‘ a . es . keting ~<a . “ -e= 
a Met, san aenaeeien with Pt *| Hake, 20th-Fox manager in Aus- Holland Situation ondon ig ts ction ing if local distributors wanted to 
m natierone Aa cee aye area or: tralia, and Ralph Doyle, RKO’s Aus- No clear-cut picture has come —_——~ open agencies. A second conference 
0 © Cx enc p\ > Oo an } . Y . : 
' / sie chief, has saited from Los An- ram Hi wanna ; +} eaters! has e arranve ri er ae 
Hoyts have not been friendly since! ,,1, soem “ Mand regarding the troubl London, July 17 a — Pager ve sed — lenas 
then. It seems highly improbable oe :; : ea be tween U. S. distributoi and th Star Safety Films’ representative cause of ¢ itisfaction over this 
that a Met 1] 5 t Hoyts Othe in iding Paramount, Netherlands Bioscoop Bond Latter Nat N - : i ou +: ; : approach. 
wk any wietr pix ii i yVtS . . nr ’ — ‘ » 9 iN nan ! here . > aal E 
y 4 oye Wwe ge he ie Warner and Columbia nanagers js an organization of the picture tom este : ~s00 Spt Falling off in popularity of 
because of new link with G.U.T., due! jinor are en route back to A a = 4 an for 12 Essanay-Chaplin reissues, ha ” ; ity . - , 
either are 1 route back to Aus- try hara atuaina . — rancher whe 4. : 
to start Jan. 1. 1940 justry there, including produce een : fronted by -_ P , ranchero o1 cowboy D filma 
Ww sta e L , io ] r have : a thare — : : ee} mnfronte r allegations bv ; : 
| tralia, or have ai i there after | distributors and exhibito Bil: tine | cn.: np ae “ 3 at ) ylamed for the current slump. Pro- 
° ° parleys in N. Y. MPDA of Australia| qustries in Holland must establish ;, t av 1 right ‘ t vs, Claim~ ducers formerly were able to n ike 
is now being operated by the office anes: anadin, Rit oe = Ali rign to the pictur satin sis ie rage . 
Mex. Film Production staff nce Sir. Victor Wilson st »pped dITIE MN ali-€ yracin i r( n SS] ) tey ima that ¢ % th 1] thet . ijl CASN O ’ eC« 
SUR, SOLER = en MOVE sey or the yvernment does it for then ‘ oa port ed, by using exte r 
Has Ce st 38, 500, 000 down June 30. It is entirely up to De yn of the Bond is virtually 199 }  « _ eS ional costumes and pr 
‘ 1 saad ante oe ote , ak : LY 4 rough Federa b ruptey : : . 
0 major U. S. company managers 1N | final, When the Bond refused to - 1 h } six t Unable howeve to ‘ vy 
maa tarrii } nielk maur chia as nie \ 1 nas given } copy} i 
j Anzac territory ) ow K a ney chief lease Vietfotone N } } rted é‘ oa a a th ; ) Dp ce tne ? re pl ti¢ te ja 
Mexico City, July 25 since they dominate the organization. yecently from The Hague, it was re- t om atiite. Se es ial drama requiring an entirely dif 
, ; pt ettiay Boag , » distril “Ss Oui > ani- Apap dee Br egell negative hite, while admitting) ¢,.. fp tia . 

Plenty coin has been spent for the British di — rs quit the organi-| ported that the association felt there physical passeesion ja no longer hi ferent type of equipment.’ 

Production of Mexican-made pix 7440n a couple of years ago. were enough newsreels in the field maintains he still hold c petri : American films are the most pop- 

. ‘ _—_ i. i I ins he st I GS COPy?igi ; — . . 
Since this industry started in 1930, hows no additional ones would be In midst of shindig tre Equity ular foreign pix shown ‘in Mex rico 
when Antonio Moreno produced and {j’ 5 FOREIGN SALES permitted, Briti h Films Ltd in =, ‘ ; " ‘"Y and are preferred by the arger fir ste 
. . ‘ . et - 4 bills] AiTTIS, 2.a., WHhic! la een . _ e . 

megsed the first talker in this land. | Big difficulty, according to pre- reviving these Chaplins per d r run houses, according to Lockett 
: ee a SEE i i avitl’, tnes Naplins periodically 1 Spee re - hy 

Up to the end of last year, the in- | iT liminary advices, however, is over nce 1929. and are now threa! me! but European productions recently 
9 . ° a thea Ae. wv * ‘ at = - 5 av' ave » ALi ic fit y ir@a nes have ‘ , =e J 
vestment in Mexican films was SET UP the Bond’s refusal to allow United vith suit by SSF oe copy a nave hecome more popular than 
3,500,000, including a jump from Artists permission to open its own counting of meet . arade- " a a aa A local pictures. Latter development 

$69,000 for two productions in 1930 | distribution office. UA has been re- ginee 1937 anti 1 fil ss Z Sale ae nas caused the local industry to ask 

§ Tnivercal'’s ner ‘ 2S 72) nn . Sif Iod wher ims ar Said ti . . ~ ‘ 4UMoli ¥ as 
to $1,125,000 for 60 last year. Universal's European sales setup leasing through Loet Barnstign’s of- have became ecle-ons are f . ? he Government to le y a tax on 
ple | int ‘ ivi . ' , . nave yecame soie property ¢ atter . te =. ae 

Mexican producers say they led has been split into two divisions, fice. Bond ruled that UA must wait : ee 7 ENCT. European Import 

the Latin American field in 1938, as Letin- ae ype, with Ernest Koenig in until 1941 before it can start its own ei = 
. any *antr ehwel, is . } P . 7} 5 I . 
Argentine only made 40 pix, charge, and Central Europe, Louis branch office, Thus far, rulings of notified the American company that Da | f H 
ance and Peru half a dozen each, Foldes supervising. ; the Bond have been final. Because the Bond would supply no film ser- y Nl or © - LON a s 
Brazil five, Venezuela two and Uru- While Universal has been dis- it takes in all branches of the film vice to the theatre. Same pressure 
guay -uss "OC ti of a ser ic- I it ; i 2 r 2 her Mt ad r sot . : a < wn . a 
guay one. cussing produc tion of a ertes of pic- business, it can order all members it’s understood, is being used on UA. John L. Day, Paramount general 
Seems that the Argentine pays pic tures with UC. M. Woolt’s General not to service certain exhibitors or the Bond not attempting to halt nager for South Ameri me 
; istributors it ng ( . - | fy _— ont hate sot America, arriv 
Stars the heaviest, Mexico’s highest Film Distributors in England, noth- other members not to buy from cer- opening of a separate office but sim New York today (28) eet ae 
ra ® . Qe heer ’ > ec +4 ‘ _ m _— This = a :. eves - + L ay y 4 3) no = 
Sie Player gets $4,000 per pic, but ing definite has been concluded so tain distributors. Thus, everal ply saying that members of the fice parleys and a brief venutitin , 
4ertad Lamarque, top Argentine far, according to Joe Seidelman, U years ag when Metro planned Bond will not buy from the ex- He is now en rotite rots Ri d 
‘r, garners $20,000 per production. foreign head just back from Europe.) building in Amsterdam, the Bond change. Juneive a 10 dé 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, July 25. | 

Production has hit a slight lull after the heavy pace which saw 52 pic- 
tures before the cameras during the past few weeks. Currently 38 are 
actively in production, and cutting rooms are busy on 93, or 10 more than 
u few weeks past. 


Well into the 1939-40 releasing commitments are Metro, Paramount, 
20th-Fox, Universal and Warners, all of which are now shooting on next 
season's product. Universal, with four shooting, labels one, ‘First Love,’ 
as last of its commitments for 1938-29, 


! 


Columbia 


Now Balance te 
Number Numbcr Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


| 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion | 

FPOREBTOD c.ccccess 490 33 2 7 2 2 
WOMEOTES cicccccee 16 14 1 0 1 1 } 
DE: skcnisveses 4 3 6 1 0 0 | 
oo 60 59 3 oS 3 3 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘COAST GUARD,’ meller; produced by Fred Kohlmar; directed by 
Edward Ludwig; no writing credits released; photographed by Lucien 
Ballard. Cast: Randolph Scott, Ralph Bellamy, Frances Dee, Walter Con- 
nolly, Warren Hymer, Edmund MacDonald, Claire DuBrey, Beryl Wallace, 


- Ann Doran, Linda Winters, Stanley Brown, Stanley Andrews, Lloyd 


Whitlock. 


‘OUTPOST OF THE MOUNTIES,’ action; produced by Harry Decker for 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris 
Meredith, Sons of the Pioneers, Lane Chandler, Stanley Brown, Kenneth 
McDonald, Eddie Cobb, Dick Curtis, Albert Morin, Hal Taliaferro, Harry 
Cording, Vernon Steele, Roger Gray. | 

‘GOLDEN BOY,’ melodrama; produced by William Perlberg; directed by 
Rouben Mamoulian; screen play by Lewis Meltzer and Daniel Taradash 
from play by Clifford Odets; photographed by Karl Freund. Cast: Barbara | 
Stanwyck, Adolph Menjou, William Holden, Joseph Calleia, Edward 
rn cy Sam Levene, Beatrice Blinn, Don Beddoe, Lee Cobb, william | 

trauss. 


‘FUGITIVE AT LARGE,’ formerly titled ‘CRIMINAL AT LARGE,’ | 
meller (1939-40 release); produced by Larry Darmour; directed by Lewis | 
D. Collins; screen play by Eric Taylor and Harvey Gates; original by Eric | 
Taylor; photographed by James Brown. Cast: Jack Holt, Patricia Ellis, | 
Stanley Fields, Arthur Hohl, Weldon Heyburn, Guinn Williams, Don. 
Douglas, Leon Ames, Cy Kendall. | 

‘MR. SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON,’ drama; produced and directed | 
by Frank Capra; screen play by Sidney Buchman; photographed by Joseph | 
Walker. Cast: Jean Arthur, James Stewart, Edward Arnold, Claude Rains, | 
Guy Kibbee, Eugene Pallette, Beulah Bondi, Ruth Donnelly, Astrid Allwyn, | 
Thomas Mitchell, Larry Simms, Harry Carey, Pierre Watkin, H. B. Warner, | 
Maurice Costello, Porter Hall, Grant Mitchell, Wyndham Standing, John | 
Ince, Arthur Loft, Dickie Jones, Helen Jerome Eddy, Vera Lewis, Harry, 
Billy, Delmar and Gary Watson, Gene Morgan, George McKay, Svaivs | 
Knapp, Dub Taylor, Dorothy Short, Stanley Andrews, Sam Ash. 

‘OVERLAND WITH KIT CARSON,’ historical western serial; produced | 
by Jack Fier for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Norman Deming and | 
Sam Nelson; no writing credits released; photographed by Benjamin Kline | 


and George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Iris Meredith, Treva Bardette, Dick | 
Curtis, Hal Taliaferro, Flo Campbell, Dick Botilier, Stanley Brown, Don | 


‘THE MAN THEY COULD NOT HANG,’ meller; produced by Walt Mac- | girected by Ernst Lubitsch; no writing credits released: photographed by | 


Beddoe, Jim Craig, Hank Bell, Richard Fiske, Bobbie Clark, John Tyrrell. 


raphy by Ray Rennahan. Cast: Ctark Gable, Vivien Leigh, Leslie Howard, 
Olivia de Haviland, Barbara O’Neil, Laura Hope Crews, Hattie McDaniel, 
Oscar Polk, Butterfly McQueen, Everett Brown, Victor Jory, Ann Ruther- 
ford, Evelyn Keyes, Thomas Mitchell, Carroll Nye, Jackie Moran, Harry 
Davenport. 

‘BABES IN ARMS’ (1939-40 release), musical; produced by Arthur 
Freed; directed by Busby Berkeley; from stage musical by Rodgers and 
Hart; photographed by Ray June. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, 
Betty Jaynes, Douglas MacPhail, Henry Hull, Rand Brooks, Grace Hayes, 
Leni Lynn, Guy Kibbee, Charles Winninger, June Preisser. 

‘THE WOMEN,’ comedy-drama; produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed 
by George Cukor; screen play by Jane Murfin; from play by Clare Boothe; 
photographed by Oliver Marsh. 
Rosalind Russell, Joan Fontaine, Phyllis Povah, Muriel Hutchinson, Ruth 
Hussey, Virginia Grey. Ann Morris, Virginia Weidler, Lucille Watson. 

‘THE LADY OF THE TROPICS,’ meller; produced by Sam Zimbalist; 
directed by Jack Conway; original by Ben Hecht; photographed by George 
Folsey. Cast: Robert Taylor, Hedy Lamarr, Gloria Franklin, Mary Taylor, 


Ernest Cossart, Paul Porcasi, Joseph Schildkraut, Edward Kilroy, Abner ; 


Biberman, Claude King. 
‘THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS’ (1939-40 release), college drama; produced 
by Sam Zimbalist: directed by S. Sylvan Simon; original story by Jane 


Hall and Marion Parsonnet; photographed by Al Gilks. Cast: Lew Ayres, | 


Lana Turner, Tom Brown, Richard Carlson, Mary Beth Hughes, Ann 
Rutherford, Marsha Hunt, Anita Louise, Owen Davis, Jr., Peter Hayes, 
Sumner Getchell. 

‘MIRACLES FOR SALE,’ mystery-meller: no producer assignment: di- 
rected by Tod Browning; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Charles Lawton. Cast: Robert Young, Florence Rice, Lee Bowman, Henry 


Hull, Frank Craven, Frederick Worlock, Suzanne Kaaren; Astrid Allwyn, | 


Gloria Holden, Harry Tyler, Walier Kingsford, John Davidson, Cliff Clark, 


Fred Warren, Chester Clute, Armand Kaliz, William Demarest, Charles | 


Lane, Al Minjir 


‘THE WIZARD OF OZ’ (Technicolor), produced by Mervyn LeRoy; 
directed by Victor Fleming; based on story by Frank L. Baum; photo- | 


graphed by Harold Rosson; for Technicolor, Ailan Dazey. Cast: Frank 


Morgan Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack Haley, Caneel 


Grapewin, Billie Burke, Margaret Hamilton, Pat Walsh. 

‘I TAKE THIS WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘NEW YORK CINDERELLA,’ 
produced by Lawrence Weingarten; directed by Frank Borzage; original 
story by Charles MacArthur; photographed by Charles Lawton, Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, Walter Pidgeon, Thurston Hall, Carlos Val- 
dez, Leonard Penn, Ina Claire, Marjorie Main, Louis Calhern, Lana Turner, 


Mona Barrie, Willie Best, Dwight Frye, Jack Carson, Frank Puglia, Adri- | 


enne Ames. 
Metro Pix Now in Production 


‘A DAY AT THE CIRCUS’ (193-40 release), comedy; produced by Mer- 
vyn LeRoy; directed by Edward Buzzell; no writing credits released; photo- 


graphed by Len Smith. Cast: Groucho, Chico and Harpo Marx, Florence | 


Rice, Kenny Baker, Nat Pendleton, Margaret Dumont, Jerry Marenghi, 
Henry Sylvester, Irving Bacon, James Burke, Eddie Kilroy, Irene Cole- 
man, Granville Bates, Charles Camora, Anna Merkle. 

‘NINOTCHKA, (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Sidney Franklin; 


Donald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Nick Grinde; no writing | wijjiam Daniels. Cast: Greta Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Ina Claire, Sig 


credits released; photographed by Benjamin Kline, Cast: Boris Karloff, | 
Roger Pryor, Lorna Gray, Robert Wilcox, Ann Doran, Don Beddoe, Byron | 


Foulger, Charles Trowbridge, Josef de Stefani, John Dilson, Walter Sande. 
‘FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AND HOW THEY GREW,’ comedy-drama; 
produced by Jack Fier for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Charles 
Barton; taken from novel by Margaret Sidney Lothrop; photographed by 
Henry Freulich. Cast: Edith Fellows, Clarence Kolb, Dorothy Peterson, 
Ronald®*Sinclair, Dorothy Ann Seece, Tommy Bond, Charles Peck, 
Columbia Pix Now in Production 


‘PRISON SURGEONS’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by B. B. | 


Kahane; directed by Charles Vidor; no writing credits released; photo- 


graphed by John Stumer. Cast: Walter Connolly, Onslow Stevens. Doug- | 


las Fowley, Iris Meredith, Paul Fix, Nicholas Soussallin, Don Beddoe, 
Edouardo ‘Miomajan, Jack Chapin, Lee Ford, June Pickereli, Walter Bald- 
win, Claire McDowell, Louise Campbell. 

‘CONGA’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Wallace McDonald for 
the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Fred Stone, Rochelle Hud- 
son, Richard Fiske, Eddie Waller, Robert Warwick, Don Beddoe, Carl 
Stockdale, George Cleveland, Burr Carruth, John Tyrrell, James Craig, 
Lee Prather, Boots (canine). 


‘UNTITLED CHAS. STARRETT WESTERN,’ with songs; produced by | 


Harry Decker for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Norman Deming; no 
writing credits released; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Charles 
Starrett, Iris Meredith, the Sons of the Pioneers, Dick Curtis, Eddie Cobb, 
Stanley Brown, Francis Sayles, Forrest Taylor, Ethan Allen, Olin Francis, 
George Chesebro, Carl Sepulveda. 


Grand National 





Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WE. Gbeeaeuses 68 13 0 2 53 53 
Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘EVERYTHING HAPPENS TO ANN,’ produced by Jack Skirball; directed 
by Al Christie; screen play by Fred Jackson, original by Dalton Trumbo; 
photographed by Charles Van Enger. Cast: Heather Angel, John King, 
Constance Collier, Robert Elliott, Walter Catlett, Wilbur Mack, Tom Dugan, 
Emma Dunn. 
‘THE MIRACLE OF MAIN STREET,’ melodrama; Arcadia production; 
produced by Jack Skirball; directed by Steve Sekely; screen play by Fred 


Jackson: Original by Boris Ingster; photographed by Charles Van Enger. | 


Cast: Margo, Walter Abel, Wynne Gibson, Veda Ann Borg, Lyle Talbot, 
Dorothy Devore, Pat Flaherty, Jane Darwell. William Collier, Sr. 


lvietro 


(1939-40) 








Now Balance toe 
in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number Now 
of Pix Com- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ..... e406 51 0 q 9 35 35 
Selznick-Int’l ..... 1 0 0 1 0 0 
MOORS 55463 604454 52 0 7 10 35 35 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘BLACKMAIL,’ meller; produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by 
Henry C. Potter; no writing credits released: photographed by Clyde De 
Vinna. Cast: Edward G. Robinson. Ruth Hussey, Nat Pendleton, John 
Wray, Arthur Hohl, Victor Kilian, Edward Chandler, George Cooper, Lee 
Phelps, Bill Fisher, Cy Kendall. 

‘THUNDER AFLOAT?’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by J. Walter 
Ruben; directed by George Seitz; original story by Com. Harvey Haislip 
and Ralph Wheelwright; photographed by John Seitz. Cast: Wallace 
Beery. Chester Morris, Virginia Grey, Philip Terry, Douglas Dumbrille, 
Carl Esmond, Regis Toomey, John Qualen, Clem Bevans, Jonathan Hale, 
Phillip Terry, Charles Lane, Wade Boteler, Mitchell Lewis, Anthony 

~ Hughes, Henry Victor. 

‘GONE WITH THE WIND’ (Technicolor), produced by David O. Selz- 
nick; directed by Victor Fleming, replacing George Cukor; screen play by 
Sidney Howard and Oliver H. P. Garret from novel by Margaret Mitchell; 
photographed by Ernest Halier, replacing Lee Garmes; Technicolor photog- 


Rumann, Alexander Grenach, Felix Bressart, Gregory Gaye, Rolfe Sedan, 
Edwin Maxwell. 
‘BALALAIKA’ (1939-40 release), musical romance; produced by Law- 


| rence Weingarten; directed by Reinfiold Schunzel; screen play by George | 

Oppenheimer and Ernest Vadja from Eric Maschwitz musical play; photo- | 
| graphed by Karl] Freund. Cast: Nelson Eddy, Ilona Massey, Charles Rug- 
| gles, Walter Woolf King, Joyce Compton, Lionel Atwill, Phillip Terry, 


Theodore Chaliapin, Jr., Abner Biberman, Dolly Frantz. 

‘HENRY GOES ARIZONA,’ comedy-drama; produced by Harry Rapf; 
directed by Edwin L. Marin; based on the W. C. Tuttle Argosy magazine 
| yarns; photographed by Les White. Cast: Frank Morgan, George Murphy, 
'“Ann Morriss, Virginia Weidler, Guy Kibbece, Slim Summerville, Robert 
| Emmett Keane, Chester Conklin, Tennen Holtz, Jim Thorpe, Robert 
Spindola. 


| ‘SNOTHER THIN MAN,’ mystery-drama: produced by Hunt Stromberg; | 


| directed by W. S. Van Dyke; no writing credits released; photographed by 
| John Seitz. Cast: William Powell, Myrna Loy, C. Aubrey Smith, Virginia 
| Grey, Tom Neal, Ruth Hussey, Patric Knowles, Phyllis Gordon, William 
| Anthony Poulsen, Asta (canine). 

‘DANCING CO-ED,’ drama with music; produced by Edgar Selwyn, 
directed by S. Sylvan Simon; no writing credits released; photographed 
by Al Gilkes. Cast: Lana Turner, Richard Carlson, Artie Shaw and orches- 
| tra, Lee Bowman, Ann Rutherford, Mary Beth Hughes, June Preisser, 
| Leon Errol, Roscoe Karns, Lynn Lewis. 

‘NORTHWEST PASSAGE’ (Technicolor), historical drama; produced by 
Hunt Stromberg; directed by King Vidor; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Sid Wagner. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Robert Young, Walter 
Brennan, Laraine Day, Donald McBride, Truman Bradley, Isabel Jewell, 
Helen MacKellar, Regis Toomey, Hugh Sothern, Addison Richards, Douglas 
Walton, Andrew Pena, Tony Guerrero, Lawrence Porter, Lumsden Hare, 
John Merton, Olaf Olsson, 


Monogram 





Now Balance to 
Number Number Now ein Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 





Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ..ccscsce 26 19 0 3 4 4 
WESUEERE oscccecve 16 il 8 3 2 2 
| | eer 42 30 0 6 6 6 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘SHOULD A GIRL MARRY,’ formerly titled ‘THE GIRL FROM NO- 

WHERE,’ drama; produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, Frank Mel- 
| ford: directed by Lambert Hillver; original screen play by Gayl Newbury 
and David Silverstein; photographed by Paul Ivano, Cast: Anne Neagle, 
Warren Hull, Mayo Methot, Aileen Pringle, Lester Mathews, Helen Brown, 
Sarah Padden, Gordon Hart, Edmond Elton, Robert Elliott, Claire Rochelle, 
Weldon Heyburn, 

‘THE GIRL FROM RIO,’ drama with songs (English and Spanish ver- 
sions); produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, Jerrold Brandt; directed 
by Lambert Hillyer; criginal screen play by Milton Rason and John T. 
Neville; photographed by Paul Ivano, Cast: Movita, Warren Hull, Alan 
Baldwin, Kay Linaker, Clay Clement, Adele Pearce, Dennis Moore, Carle- 
ton Young, Soledad Jiminez, Richard Tucker. 

‘THE MAN FROM TEXAS,’ western with songs; produced by Edward 
Finney; directed by Al Herman; original screen play by Robert Emmett; 
photographed by Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Hal Price, Charles B. 
| Wood, Vie Demoruelle, Jr., Roy Barcroft, Frank Wayne, Kenneth Duncan, 
Ruth Rogers, Tom London. 
| ‘RIDERS OF THE FRONTIER,’ formerly titled ‘LAWLESS FRONTIER,’ 
western with songs; produced by Edward Finney; directed by Spencer 
Bennett: original story and screen play, Jesse Duffy and Joseph Levering; 
photographed by Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Jack Rutherford, 
Hal Taliaferro, Glen Francis, Nolan Willis, Roy Barcroft, Bill McCormick, 
| Mantan Moreland, Edward Cecil, Bruce Mitchell, Jean Joyce, Marion Sais, 
| Maxine Leslie. 

‘OKLAHOMA TERROR,’ western; produced by Lindsley Parsons; 
directed by Spencer Bennett; original screen play by Joseph West; photo- 
graphed by Bert Longenecker. Cast: Jack Randall, Virginia Carroll, Al St. 
‘John, Don Rowan, Warren McCollum, Davison Clark, Tristram Coffin, 
Brandon Beach, Ear] Gunn, Nolan Willis, Glenn Strange, Ralph Peters. 

4RISH LUCK,’ meller; produced by Grant Withers; directed by Howard 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Cast: Norma Shearer, Joan Crawford, | 


Pic Code Chese 
On Arbitration 
Being Revised 


A revised clause to cover the ar. 
bitration of clearance disputes hag 
been worked out as to details, follow- 
| ing a Monday (24) conference with 
attorneys and will be submitted to 
' exhibitors aftée a final huddle with 
| the legal battery of the majors in. 
_ volved, William F. Rodgers, spokes- 
; man for the distributors, announced 
late yesterday afternoon (Tues.), 
_ Rodgers indicated that the modified 
clause on clearance should be ready 
_ for submission to the trade by the 
‘end of the week, possibly Friday (28), 

The process of framing the clause, 
following general accord on it by the 
distributors, is now under way, with 
study of the wording to follow, Rod- 
gers declaring ‘we want to see how 
it looks.”. Pending a final approval, 
the new arbitration elause and the 
board setup on protection disputes, 
which involve two and three parties, 
is not divulged as to detail. One re- 
port was that distribs, where they are 
the third party to controversies over 
clearan-e, would not sit in on the 
arbitration board except where their 
| revenue is vitally affected under the 
| dispute, 

Rodgers conferred yesterday morn- 
|ing (Tuts.) with Ed Kuykendall, 
president of the Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of America, who be- 
lieves 90% of the country will adopt 
the code following revision of the 
clearance clause. Kuykendall be- 
| lieves the new clause is an improve- 
; ment, as outlined to him, adding that 

several of the ‘bugs’ have been taken 
' out of it. He doesn’t give the details. 

Kuykendall announced that Rodg- 
ers assured him a complete draft of 
the code, embodying the changes 
made, will be ready for the meeting 
of the Southeastern Theatre Owners 
of Atlanta Aug. 9, which he will at- 
tend. 

Independent Theatre Owners 
Ass’n of New York has called a 
special meeting for Aug, 2 at the 

| Hotel Astor to discuss the trade 
practice code, arbitration, film pur- 
chasing and  non-cooperation of 
United Artists on trade practice par. 
ticipation. 

Result of ITOA committee’s Wash- 
ington conference with the United 
States Dept. of Commerce was dis- 
; cussed at last week's meeting, but 
nothing conclusive was decided 


| Wpon 








Coast Exhibs Nix 
Los Angeles, July 25. 
Allied States Exhibitors Assn. of 
California, Arizona and Nevada at a 
| meeting here yesterday (Monday) 
| discussed the trade practice code re- 
| jected at the recent Allied national 
convention in Minneapolis. 

James Quinn, who represented the 
local branch at the Minneapolis con- 
| fab, made his report with about 35 
| exhibs participating in a roundtable 

discussion. Consensus was that the 
proposed code gave nothing to ex- 
hibs and should be rejected. 





Philadelphia, July 25. 

Approval of the trade code was 
| voted by the board of managers of 
the United Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
Southern New Jersey and Delaware 
last week. The organization, which 
|is officially unaffiliated but cooper- 
ates with MPTOA, had previously 
expressed approval of the code be- 
fore it was submitted in its final 
draft. Lewen Pizor, UMPTO prez, 
said after the meeting that the code 
‘is not a complete solution, but does 
give relief that did not previously 
exist.’ 

Ways and means of battling ins 
| creases in the’ cost of film were also 
| discussed at the board meeting. A 
|committee was named to outline a 
|plan of action, which will be co- 
ordinated with the schemes of 
MPTOA units throughout the coun- 
try. 

Support was voted for the con- 
,templated celebration in August of 
| ‘Motion Pictures’ Golden Jubilee.’ 


| Akron, O., July 25. 

| Independent Exhibitors of North- 
/ern Ohio have unanimously passed 
a resolution approving the action of 
, national Allied negotiations commit- 
tee and the board of directors at the 
| recent Minneapolis convention, 1n 
| their rejection of the proposed trade 
i practice code. 


| 
| Pa.-N. J. UMPTO O.K. Code 
| 
| 





No. Ohio Also Nixes Code 
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BEAU GESTE 


Hollywood, July 18. 


Paramount release of William A. W elle O’Connor as Beau at 12. periodically 

yroduction, directed by Wellman, | racking his peg eee ° ’ 

me fo oC Kay Milland, Robert | C'acKing his voice in delivering lines. 

stars Gary Cooper, ay 3 a » Jf Sit . “ . 
ae Screenplay by Robert Carson, yt uation provides one of the few! 
bene on novel by Percival Curistopher | light moments of the picture. | 
Wren; Carpe A acer ee mony nana er ‘ | Picture has been given Ps high aii | 
t ecto aslcne é auge, Sst. die nee . ty : s 
unit airoe Youngerman; editor, ‘Thomas production. Sweeping panoramas 
§ ott. Previewed at Carthay Circle, July | of the desert and the Arab horde at- 
1s, ‘39. Running time: 114 ~~, eae tacking the fort are particularly | 
om mae’... rresserere’' "Tay Milland | COlorful. Work of all technical de- | 
sal “Geat®.»<ccccoccccces OneTt Preston partments Is of top calibre. Camera | 
Markoff..... cece seceeeeees- Brian Donlevy | work especially good. 
Jsobel....--+e0e coceseseees Susan Hayward fe : a 
Rasinoff.....- Ccccecccccese J. ee 
ATIZ.ccccccccesevecssesed Albert lekker | 
as... ST akeeas ——, ap need FRONTIER MARSHAL ! 
SAGY. occccccvcccsssesesece Charles arton | | 
— ‘de Beaujolais..... James Stephenson} . Holly wood, July 22. 
Lady Brandon.....+-++++: Heather Thatcher ou h-Fox reiease of Sol M. Ww utrZel pro- 
Augustus Urandon...... G. P. Huntley, Jr. | duction ; Features Randolph Scott, Naney 
PuloOur.....eeeeeeeee eoeecesees James Burke Kel ‘ i esar Romero, Binnie Barnes, John 
FRenault...seeeereeveees -Arthur Aylesworth | Carradine Directed by Allan Dwan, 
Renoir....-+- PTT TTT TTT Harry Woods! Sereenples by Sam Hellman, based on book 
Voisin... .eeee sadecceseeseves ones. weaaer by Stuart | ‘ike; camera, Charles 
Maris......+- ceccceceeses Stanley Andrews | ‘ larke; editor Re Allen. Previewed at 
Beau at 12.....- coccccces «Donald O'Connor | Alexander, Glenda», July 21, '39, Run- 
John at LO. .cccecrecceecererrececs Billy Cook ; ™9e time: 72 MINS, 

Digby at Lo... ec ececeeees Martin Spellman Ww Ff eee Randolph Scott 
Augustus at 12.....seeeeeeeeees David Holt | Sarah Allen TrYeTTeriy TT Tee +...-Nancy Kelly 
Iscbel at 10..... 9690600060 Est Re 08 Ann Gillis | Doc HMalliday....ceses eeeeee Cesar Romero 
Lieut. Martin...... eooeese- Harvey Stephens | DOs. atetecovesee esecesee- Binnie Barnes 


Menoul...scccccccccccccses BACney Branden 
eenke. pce eweseneeedises ae. sree 
Bugler......e++ 6enneneserens Roanie Rondell 


This is the second getaway in film 
form of ‘Beau Geste’ by Paramount. 
Originally produced in 1926 as a 
silent with Ronald Coleman starred, 
picture did healthy biz. Current 
offering will not equal the success 
of the first version, although it may 
do a little better than normal biz 
on the rep of the original and the 
top billing of Gary Cooper. 

‘Beau Geste’ has been produced 
with all the vigorous realism an 
spectacular sweep which has char- 
acterized several of William Well- 
man’s recent productions. In its ad- 
venturous unfolding. Wellman has 
focused attention on the melodra- 
matic and vividly gruesome aspects 
of the story, and skimmed lightly 
over the episodes and motivation 
which highlighted Percival C. Wren’s 
original novel. 

Adverse word-of-mouth, especial- 
ly the women, is the major negative 
aspect. In reaching for the spectac- 
ular, the human qualities of the story 
have been mainly sidetracked. The 
women—and many men—may not 
go for the highly focused brutality 
of warfare in the Foreign Legion as 
depicted. 

‘Beau’ employs the cutback me- 
thod of approach in unfolding the 
adventures of three Geste brothers 
in the Foreign Legion. Audience in- 
terest is gained at the start with 
presentation of the mystery of the 
desert fort, with relief patrol finding 
the entire garrison dead, and sol- 
diers propped up for battle in the 
parapets. Confused by the weird- 
ness of the situation, the head of 
the patrol pitches camp in the near- 
by oasis. Suddenly the fort is en- 
vedoped in flames and destroyed. 

At this point, cutback takes the 


story back 15 years to introduce the | 
raised at! 


three Geste boys being 
Brandon Manor in England as wards 
of Heather Thatcher. Latter’s hus- 
band is an absent spendthrift dis- 
sipating the family fortune, until 
only a huge jewel, the Blue Water, 
remains. Miss Thatcher secretly 
disposes of the gem to secure money 
for education of the children in her 
charge, with young Beau Geste a 
witness to the transaction. 

With time lapse of 15 years, and 
the boys grown to manhood, the 
errant husband cables instructions to 
sell the Blue Water. Beau Geste 
(Gary Cooper) knowing the present 
gem is worthless—and to protect 
Miss Thatcher—lifts the stone while 
it is being displayed and the lights 
go out momentarily. Mystery of the 
stone’s disappearance is heightened 
when it is not returned to its case 
during the night, with Cooper leav- 
ing a departing note. With a three 
musketeers attitude—toa save the 
honor of the one who has stolen the 
gem—the other Gestes, Ray Milland 
and Robert Preston, hurriedly de- 
Part. 

Trio meet as enlistees in the For- 
eign Legion, where Brian Donlevy 
is wielding a cruel whip over the 
men in his command. Cooper and 
Milland are assigned to the desert 
fort, with Preston separated from 
the pair to join another detachment 
Donlevy discovers Cooper has a val- 
uable gem, and attempts to secure it. 
Brutality of Donlevy comes out in 
his commanding the fort after his 
superior officer dies of fever. When 
Ionlevy attempts to search the dead 
Cooper for the jevwse, Milland stabs 
him with a sabre. The two broihers 
then start on e@scapde journey to 
Egypt, being joined by deserters 
Broderick Crawford and Charles 
Barton. Preston is killed by the 
Arabs, but Milland finally 
home. Then only is it disclosed that 
the valuable gem had been sold 
years before, and Cooper had lifted 
the substitute to save embarrassment 
of Miss Thatcher when she was in- 
Structed to dispose of it. 

Coover carries through with a re- 
Served nonchalance, and is okay in 
the title spot. Milland and Preston 
work hard and competently to get 
over their respective characteriza- 
tions. Trio are overshadowed, how- 
phd by the vivid Donlevy as the 
Savagely brutal sergeant of the 
4ee10n. To make the picture accept- 
able to French audiences, Donlevy is 


Dortrayed as a former Russian: other- | 


ise his tortuous brutalitv, depicted 
orominently, is unsoftened. 
Susan Hayward has little to do in 


arrives | 


VARIETY 15 








minor love interest opposite Milland. 
Portraying the youngsters, Wellman 
inserted a slick touch with Donald 


Ben Carter -++-John Carradine 


| 
! 


Dan Blackmore.............-Edward Norris 
Bddie Foy......sscece cooeee- Eddie Foy, Jr. 
| Town Marshal,. 6000660d0045 Ward Bond 
MER geswis Kchass eke lon Chaney, Jr. 
ty. SaNererre eoceeeeee-Chris-Pin Martin 
| at. FIRS eRe een. .. Joe Sawyer 
BR Serre rr Del Henderson 
Mayor Henderson............ Harry Hayden 


| Pablo. 


} TUCTULeT TCT eet Ventura 
Indian Charlie... 


Ybarra 


| Lawless Tombstone, Ariz., in the 

early ’80s, provides a most adequate 

background for blending of fictional 

and factional episodes in the life of 
| Wyatt Earp, famed marshal of the 
\frontier town, Picture unfolds as ac- 
;ceptable and lusty melodrama of the 
early west for general audience ap- 
| peal. 


ceneeans Charles Stevens | 


FILM REVIEWS 





Miniature Reviews 


hom 

‘Beau Geste’ (Par. Remake 
of spectacular melodrama will 
do nominal biz, but lacks punch 
for smash prcportions. 

‘rrontier Marshal’ (20th). 
Strong program western, in-be- 
tweener for key duals, but a 
top biiler in subsequents. 

‘The Spellbinder’ (RKO). Lee 
Tracy as criminal mouthpiece in 
program drama. Average sup- 
porter for duals. 

‘This Man Is News’ (Par), 
British ‘thin man’ newspaper 
mystery thriller. Worthy flicker 
that lacks marquee names. 


‘Should Husbands Work?’ 
(Rep). Flimsy Higgins Family 


comedy. Lukewarm dualer. 

‘Stunt Pilot’ (Mono). Light- 
budgeter in the ‘Tailspin Tommy’ 
series. No names and only so-so. 

‘Dead Man’s Shoes’ (AB). Bri- 
tish-made meller okay dualer for 
U. S. market. 

‘Honor of the West’ (UU). 
Singin’ Bob Baker in a mild but 
upright version of a western 
sheriff. Satisfactory mustanger. 

‘Dead Men Tell No Tales’ 
(All.). British-made murder 
mystery that should do from fair 
to good in the U. S. 

‘Death Goes North’ (Warwick) 
Rin-Tin-Tin, Jr., and the mount- 
ies get their man. Poor support 





| Produced as a lower A in budget, 


‘Frontier Marshal’ just misses hit- 
ting requirements for general top 
billing in the major keys. It will 
catch many upper dual bookings in 
the major houses, and stand on its 
own in the subsequents. <A _ fast 
'shooting, six-gun type of melodrama, 
jit carries particular appeal for gen- 
eral audiences. 

Story is an admixture of hokum 
and generous melodrama, neatly 
,scripted by Sam Hellman. Charac- 
ters are vividly sketched by Hellman 
amid the easy-going, but quick-trig- 
| Sered atmosphere of the mining 
itown. As the fearless Wyatt Earp, 
who wanders into town and is in- 
ducted into the job of town marshal, 
Randolph Scott gives a fine perform- 
ance. Cesar Romero, as the famous 
Doc Halliday of frontier history, is 


excellent: while Binnie Barnes, real- | 


istically human as the tough and 
wide-vocabulary dance hall gal, hits 
a high peak of acting in a seemfngly 
unsympathetic role. Nancy Kelly is 
|adequate as the romantic interest. 

| Scott arrives in Tombstone, and 
jafter a brush with the outlaw Curly 
| Bill gang, takes over duties as town 
marshal. He immediately becomes 
friendly with Romero, a quick-draw 


killer victim of tuberculosis. When 
Romero's fiance, Nancy Kelly, arrives | 


in town, Binnie Barnes tries to shoo 
her away, but Scott moves into the 
isituation to checkmate Miss Barnes. 
Rivalry of the two women is inten- 
sified when Romero is shot, and Miss 
Kelly takes care of him. Gunfight 
between Scott and the Curly Bill 
gang provides dramatic moment for 
Romero to perform a delicate life- 
saving operation in the dance hall. 
Later he is killed, Scott avenging 
his death and bringing law and order 
to Tombstone. 

During the dramatic proceedings, 


Eddie Foy, Jr., arrives in Tombstone 


to give a performance impersonating 
his father, Eddie Foy. Appearing in 


the dance hall (of historical record), | 


with red wig, frock coat, top hat, 
loud vest, and other accessories, to 
sing ‘Down Went McGinty’ and per- 
form a fast soft shoe dance, Jr.’s 
characterization of his famous father 
is a deft nostalgic interlude. The 
lelder Foy’s kidnapping episode (also 
y9f historical fact) provides many 
llaugh interludes in the ni:lodramatic 
content. 

Picture is chockful of dramatic ac- 
tion. neatly set up in the script and 


transferred to the screen by vivid 
and fast-paced direction Not too 
overburdened with gunplay, it still 
retains enough of the latter to make 
for general audience appeal. Con- 


flict between Miss Barnes and Miss 
Selly for Romero provides sufficient 
romance interest for the femmes. 
‘Frontier Marshal,’ despite its fall- 
ing short of being an epic western, 
carries sufficient adventurous action 
of the old -west to carry it through 
adequately as a strong programmer. 


THE SPELLBINDER 








Hollywood, July 19. 

RKO-Radio release of Cliff Reid produc 
tion Stars Lee Tracy Directed by Jack 
Hivels Screenplay by Thomas Lennon and 
Joseph A. Fields; story by oseph Anthony; 
camera, R Metts edito Theron 
Warth Previewed at RKO Hillstreet, 
oP 4 July 19, ‘39 Running time: 
68 MINS. 
Marlow Kae beeeuaee : Lee Tracy 
Janet boeee ee reees ° Barbara Read 
DIZON, ..ccccccecscesoscoes Patri Knowles 
Kendall oceeeoee re Allan Lane 
Miss Sim Verere Linda Haves 
Carringtor ocveseee Morgan Conway 
Judge Butler ..-.. Robert Emmett Keane 
Third Juntce@..ccoccece wre s Roy Gordon 
First Judge. ..cccccccoess Robert Strange 
Tce Box....ccccscvcsecoces rttott Sullivan 
Beldon Kinskey 


‘The Spellbinder’ is a moderately | 
interesting courtroom drama, de- | 
mainly on the personality 

; dialog of Lee| 


pending 


and quick-trigger 


for action dualers. 








| Tracy to lift it above the general run 
_of program fillers. Story deals with 
|the exploits of a criminal lawyer 
_who uses all the shrewd tricks and 
' wiles attributed to legal shysters. 
After establishing Tracy’s court- 
room technique and showmanship, 
story swings into dramatic episodes 
| which finds the lawyer trying to 
| prevent client Patric Knowles from 
committing murder. Latter suc- 
ceeds with what appears to be an ac- 


cident, but reporter Allen Lane 
forces the d.a. to bring charges 
against Knowles. Tracy success- 


fully defends the case, but finds his 
client eloping with his sub-deb 
daughter, Barbara Read. Situation 
results in Tracy's murder. of 
Knowles and_ resultant 
{murder. Slick attorney provides no 
defense in trying to protect his 
daughter, but latter appears and re- 
veals her marriage to the murdered 


man. Tracy gets a mild sentence, 
facing his prison term with mild 
nonchalance. 


Basic story structure is none too 
strong, same goes for the dialog and 
motivation, Jack Hively, former 
cutter, carries his second directorial 
assignment okay, and provides some 


fresh touches to an ordinary script. | 


7icture was turned out in the lower 
budget classification, which limits it 
from the start mainly to filler re- 
quirements 

Tracy is grooved nicely as the 
mouthpiece, and has some good but 
not well-known support. Knowles 
rises above his part as the murdered 
client who marries his attorney's 
daughter, 


THIS MAN IS NEWS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Anthony Havelock- 


| 


Paramount release of 





Allan productio! Stars Barry Kk barnes 
ind Valerie Hobson; features Alastair Sim 
Directed by Donald Mactonald Screen- 
play by Roger MacDougall, Allan Ma 
Kinnon and Basil Dearden editor Regi- 
nald Beck; musical direction, Percival 
Mackey ; imera Henry Harris At 
Criterion, N. Y week July 19 +) Run- 
ning time: 74 MINS 
S Drake I rnes 
I Drake.. Va son 
MacGregor af ee Alaste Sin 
sumnnio Clavtion..icceccecess don wt < 
jarelip’ Murphy...ccccesossFh I I 
I) — Jan Bit 
eecccsess Kael i k 
Ir nm ¢ 
FUOlly . wcccvees =. 
4 aes ( Ma I 
| \I 1 | 
Another British producer has done 


it again. Anthony Havelock-Allan 
has made a gripping,: frothy new 

paper-mystery story under the tag of 
Pinebrook, Ltd., for Paramount re- 
lease ‘This Man Is News’ never 
drags, and if it can be sold on the 
| excitement thesis, as another ‘sur- 
prise’ English production, film may 
| do fairly well in this country de- 
| spite the lack of marquee names. 
Word-of-mouth buildup is another 


factor. 
This comedy thriller is of the 
‘Thin Man’ school, directors and 


scripters having collabed skillfully 
in turning out this slick crime- 
newspaper vehicle. 
British producers obviously had 
two strikes on them at the start in 
having to use the conservative Lon- 
don newspaper background for base 
of yarn. But they not only have 
made the Fleet Street -workers 
nearly as energetic as their Ameri- 
can confreres, but they have pic- 
tured the Scotland Yard operatives 
equally exciting. 
Basically, this is the 
Simon Drake, reporter 
because of failure to handle a spe- 


st ry of 
who is fired 


trial for | 


cific assignment when he gets a tip 
on a front-page crime story. When 
his intoxicated prau.k ‘tipoff’ to his 
former newspaper boss turns out as 
he phoned it and a squealer is found 
slain, Drake soon is engulfed in a 
series of beatings, killings and other 
startling occurrences as the gang 
attempts to get him. They figure he 
knows too much. Througl. it all, 
his wife chips in with droll and 
somewhat uncanny deductions which 
jl.cep the reporter in his job and 
saves him from being bumped off. 
Their romance, continued throughout 
the picture, contains a sprinkling of 
paprika that the Haysian code boys 
probably lifted an eyebrow at—and 
perhaps trimmed as much as pos- 
sible. And those osculati: seenes 
screen as though they meant it. 


Roger MacDougall and Allan Mac- 
Kinnon collaborated with Basil 
Dearden in turning out this highly 
exciting fable. What little they have 
overlooked director MacDonal' gen- 
erally has mide uv for with a keen 
perception of values. Although he 
allows Alastair Sim plenty of lee- 
way with his clowning as managing 
editor, MacDonald seldom deviates 
from: the main story at hand. 


Barry K. Barnes, as 
vescent reporter who admits he is 
guod, reminds of Franchot Tone in 
annearance. He virtually thefis the 
film from a group of English vet- 
erans, including Valerie Hobson. 
Latter has been on the Coast. Ina 
couple of scenes when there was 
every opportunity to go overboard 
on mugging, she handles herself ex- 
ceedingly well. Edward Lexy, Brit- 
ish screen vet, is especially satis‘y- 
ing as Inspector Holly, while his 
assistant, the sergeant, is nicely han- 
dled by Garry Marsh. John War- 
wick makes something of a minor 
role, and Philip Leaver contributes 


| Both dialog and camera measure 
| up to remainder of production. 
Wear. 


Should Husbands Work? 


Republic production and release Fea- 
tures James Gleason, Lucile Gleason, Rus 
sell Gleason and Marie Wilson. Directed 
| by Gus Meins, Original screenplay by 
Jack Townley and Taylor Caven; editor, 
William Morgan; music, Cy Feuer; camera, 








| 





| 


|} Jack Marta. Previewed in Projection 
| Room, N. Y., July 20, '398 Running time 
| 71 MINS, 
Joe Higgins...... James Gleason 
Rall PRISMS... cs eee ° Lucile Gleason 
Sidney Higgins............. Russell Gleason 
Grandpa Higwins......... Harry Davenport 
PPOTIE Ccachakal since esewas Marie Wi n 
wens Hiimming. ...ccsces Mary Hart 
rommy Higgins.......... Tommy tvan 
ek SEE EEE eee Berton Churchill 
CEPI kadntiawhevekeswee .-Henry Ko!lker 
|} Roberts... : Seecesoccenemeenur Hori 
| Ronald MeDonald............ Barry Norton 
ie reer Mary Forbes 


} Williams... 


| 
] 
| 


.. William | Brisbane 
Snodgrass ..»eHarry Bradley 


T ey haven’t done right to the 
| Higgins family series with this hoke 
| comedy. 
popularity of the group. There's an- 
other in the four, slated for 1939-40, 
titled ‘Should Wives Work?’, but 
this certainly is no builder-upper 
for it. A weakie dualer. 

‘Should Husbands Work?’ is sun- 
posed to be an original. Actually 
it’s in the routine Hollywood comedy 
| tradition, complicated by a confus- 
ing finale that looks like the film 
editor or the Hays purity boys, or 
both, got out the shears with a ven- 
geance, 

It is the familiar fable of the 
hard-working Joe Higgins, about to 
|be promoted to a responsible posi- 
tion, until his wife, trying to assist 
him, gives out secret information 
which mars a merger of a cosmetic 
and drug company. Even the inane 
episode where the ambitious Joey 
is transported into tne country be- 
cause he was asleep i> an automo- 
bile trailer develops an idea when 
the wife, Lil, wins the job he was 
upvosed to get. This leaves all 
males at home to do the housework 
and their heipmates going to busi- 
However, this angle only gets 
half-baked treatment as an endless 
procession of trite gags and busines 
are trotted out. Besides Gramps’ 
annoying tricks, there is the sham- 
pooing gag with nearly all the hair 
of a screen star removed, the falling 
bed trick, the chase after an eloping 
counle and the 


1a } 


ness, 


cene where the man 


-—= 
+ 


iousehold lays down the law 
It’s all very familiar, and doubly 
annoying here. 

James Gleason, Lucile Gleason 
ussell Gl-ason. Tommy Ryan and 
erton Churchill all are compara- 
: effective despite the absurd 
things they are called on to do. 
Marie Wilson. as the pretty waitre 
who elopes with the oldest son (Rus- 
sell Gleason), is petite and dumb, 
but is almost overlooked in the 
welter of routine gigging. In order 
to give Harry Davenport a break in 
| the familiar grandpa role, he _ is 
allowed to monopolize nearly every 
sequence with his mugging and what 
is intended as droll comedy. Wear. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 25. 

‘Smashing the Money Ring’ is re- 
le ase title for ‘Queer Money’ at 
Warners. 

‘Gantry the Great’ is final tag on 
‘Steeplechase’ at Warners. 

Metro switched from ‘A Day at 
the Circus’ to ‘Marx Brothers at the 
Circus.’ 

Latest title on Metro’s ‘Shoplifting’ 
s ‘Ihink Fast,’ | 


the effer- | 


a bangun gangster characterization. | 


Latest won’t add to the 


ith. oe q 
; '4ackmail him to keen silent. 


| b- doubts, Paul seeks out the girl 
| who had 


—=s 


STUNT PILOT 


Monogram release of Paul Malvern proe 
duction Features John Trent, Marjorie 
Reynolds, Milburn Stone, Jason Robards 
George Meeker. Directed by George Wave: 
ner Screenplay, Joseph West. Scott Dar 


ling: story, Hal Forrest; camera, Fred B 
Jackson, Jr.; editor, Carl Pierson: musi 

Fleming Allan, Carl Winge At Colonia 
Lincoln, dual, tunning time: 62 MINS, 

Tailspin Tommy......--. .....- John Tren 
SEE DE occchnneesae én Martorie Reyno'a 
PEON, wscecodasedasanbs.as Milburn Sten 
MORIER. cccses Ce Coeoeneeeeoesn Jason Robard 
i o96s0s000000080 George Meeke 
PUOGMNR si ckcdvees cooceeeet ant O'Malie, 
FXO s ee e00b060-0%00800% .. Wesley tarry 
a4. eee Pere Te ee Georve Clevelane 
FAME, o¢e% rey ere err rT rrr Mary Field 
OTTO: 1 5440 0eveennesnres a+.-Totd Sterling 
TN 5 65 60k FACRD Wb eOROwEOS 680 Oe Ruddy Co 
FOR. vces TCT TTT eee ee eT OTe Johnny Day 





Based on a story by the creator o/ 
the newspaper strip, ‘Tailspir 
Tommy,’ ‘Stunt Pilot’ takes the Hal 
| Forrest aviator and his pals te 
Hollywood to engage in the making 
of motion pictures. Obvionsly a 
'small budgeter. it’s tailored for he 
action field. ‘Pilot’ has the aid of 
'the pop daily and Sunday antics of 
the star in the paners, and a natural 
-ppeal to juves hecause of the fly- 

jing. Fair to middling; nm ‘ing fancy 
anywhere. 

Second in the series. it’s the story 
of a film comnanv on location at an 
airnvort near Hollywood. Narrative 
is brousht to a head when, during 
a dorfight sequence for th~ cameras, 
samebody placed real bullets’ in 
Tailspin’s en with which he riddles 
George Meeker, ad gets himself 
sovvht on a murder rap. 
| Four principals are John Trent, 

who is enst as Tailsnin; Milburn 
| Stone, as Skeeter, his running mate; 
| Marjorie Reynolds, the blond. cutie 
who is Tailsnin’s grtrl friend: and 
George Meeker, a vnunch-drunk 
stunter, who stenches the nlace with 
esotism and finally is killed by slugs 
from Trent's sun. 

Setting up the pins for the blowoff 
‘is a too long process in the film, 
which crinvles its be: ¢ of 'e better 
action outnut. Borrowings from the 
familiar ‘Hell’s Anvels’ archives for 
fying and fight shots is obvious 
through much usave ‘n aviation pics 
which have gone before, 

It's easy to imagine Morjorie Rey- 
nolcs as the girl Hal Forrest was 
‘thinking about when he penned his 

strin, but neither Trent nor Stone 
evite fit their tickets in annearance. 

w neat trick, 


iss Reynolds is a 
elthough is thinned in scrivt linage 
t®? an oceasionnl smile and few 
words. Jason Roberds. the airport 
superintendent’ Pat O'Malley, the di- 
recto: who plants the sluoes: Wesley 
Rarry, the assistant director: and 
Ceorge Cleveland, the law, are the 
others a shade above bits. 

George Wagener’s direction {fs 
slow, but he was confronted with 
the same job as the writers, Scott 
Darling and Josenh West. who tried 
t>9 balloon enouch materiel for a 
two-reel serial chapter inte a feature 
‘engther. Barn, 


DEAD MAN’S SHOES 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, July 14. 


Associated British production and release, 
Features Leslie Ban Wilfred Lawson, 
Directed by Thomas Tentles Screenplay, 
Hans Kafka, Nina Jary camera, Gunther 
Krampf At Cambridge, London. Running 
time: 67 MINS, 

Rover de Vetheuil............ T.eslie Banks 
Viola de Vetheuil.......... Joan Marion 
Paul « v SO ee Geoffrey Atkins 
I.ucien Sa Boe ceccesevecs Wilfred I.a n 
Michele Allain . Judy Kel 

Madame 1 SICT. ose vecere incy Price 
Gaston Alexandrlh, ceccceccees Walter Hudd 
1) Y NBO]. cs ccccscecses Peter Bull 
I lent of Court..... ; Hen Oscar 
OP, BICHMOGG ose cvcccvserce Ludwig Stossel 


Chief merit of this dramatic. in- 
teresting story is that it goes straight 
into tense situations without usual 
preliminary stagine of background 
and character For no apparent 
reason, locale is Francs, unless it be 
to disassociate it from ‘Libel.’ an 
Enlish play done a year ago, which 
it strongly resembles. Thouch highly 
imvrobable, the picture has unde- 
niable attraction, in that there are 
unexpected twists, and things don't 
pan out the way the audience an- 
ticinates. Should do w-!! luvally and 
make a good secon: feature for 
double program in U. § 


Wealthy Paris ma 


mMutact 


urer ic if<- 
@ blackmail ate 
tempt, then through the pages of a 
candal sheet, of being Jean Pelle- 
tier, a pre- var 
the 


ed, first through 


criminal wanted by 
police, and of havine taken on 
the identitv of Roger da Vetheuil. a 
French officer wounded during the 
war. He brings the case 
clear h n self, ] ll 
memory when wounded. and hi 
fiancee identified his nicture whe 
it was published to find relatives. 
"he crook’s former mistress is called 
and swears he is hei old lover. but 
he wins his case throuch a stranger 
stating he knew Pelletier in the 
Foreign Legion, and saw him die. 

_ Returning home to his wife, Paul 
s confronted by the mysterious wit- 
ness who has saved him, is told the 
story was all lies and he intends to 
Torn 


to court t 
claiming he lost h 


Pua oO ( 


recognized liim, then the 
mother of the criminal. The old 
woman, seeing how amnesia has re- 
generated her son, disowns him. but 
he is convinced throuch the gir] and 
intends disvosing of his wealth and 
20ing to the police to serve what. 
ever sentence is due him. His lawe 
ver pleads with him. for the sake of 
7S young son not to throw every. 
thing away, and prevails non him 
(Continued on page 27) 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Henny Youngman, Great Yacopis 


(8), The Debonairs (6), Gertrude) 
Niesen, Rita Rio and orch (13); 
Ruby Zwerling pit band; ‘Tarzan 
Finds a Mate’ (M-G). 





Gertrude Niesen and Rita Rio in- 
ject quite a bit of s.a. to the current 
State bill and Henny Youngman as 
m.c. takes good care of the fun de- 
partment. Rounded out by the 
standard Yacopis, with their sensa- 
tional and the Debonairs, 
hoofing male sextet, it’s a good lay- 
out from every aspect. 

The Great Yacopis tee off, 
any Youngman fol-de-rol. Come- 
dian-m.c. starts his chores from the 
second slot on. Male quintet of the 
mixed octet (of which only one is 
a femme) open with their shawl 
cape patterns, but thereafter there’s 
no stalling with the teeterboard 
double and triple risley formations; 
the three- and finullv four-man high 
ground-to-shoulder hurtles. Withal 
a sensational turn in its field. 

Youngman, billed as of the Kate 
Smith Bandwagon radio show, starts 
off briskly with his brittle quips 
Most of ’em register; those that fall 
by the wayside he brushes off glibly. 

The Debonairs (6), as dapper in 
tails and toppers as their billing in- 
dicates, click with their rhythmic 
hoofology. It also reprises their 
surefire robot routine, a dance 
formation that evidences much 
thought and preparation. 

Gertrude Niesen, heralded as just 
back from Hollywood, was the ap- 
plause hit of the show caught. She 
had to beg off. Now a decided! 
blonde, it’s changed her personality | 
considerably. She’s not as darkly | 
soiabre as when a brunet. The) 
Brenda Frazier type bob is likewise | 
becoming. But primarily she selis! 
her pops with the same surefire | 
values as in the past. ‘This Can't Be 
Love’ and ‘Strange Enchantment’ | 
are one-two, latter in a sort of minor 
key contralto croon that blends well 
with that type song. Follows ‘Cuca- | 
racha, ‘Two Guitars’ and ‘Angels | 
Sing,’ last two in the nature of en- 
cores. The Russe folksong is a peach} 
arrangement, as was ‘Enchantment.’ 
A good disk recording bet would be 
Miss Niesen’s versions of ‘Cuca-| 
racha’ and ‘Guitars,’ back-to-back. 
She had to beg off after that, doing 
so via a deft speechlet, well in keep- 
ing with her superb stage presence 
and consummate ease on the ros-, 
trum. 

Youngman again, this time doing 
the bulk of his act in the next-to- 
shut. Among lines that don’t belong 
in cosmopolitan New York theatres, 
where all races and creeds comingle, 
was his quip about ‘going out with a 
white girl for a change.’ Just how| 
those things react are pointed up! 
most when there are Harlem cus- | 
tomers in the loge, as was the case 
in point. 

Rita Rio with her 13 femmes is 
solid-Jackson jazzique. Girl band, 
totally different from the svelte Phil 
Spitalny style, is out to wham home 
a pleasurable 20 minutes, and this 
they set out to do via much hoopla, 
polka and rhumba-conga shenani- 
gans. A Latin medley opens and a 
conga routine finales. In between 
the brasses and reeds essay ‘impres- 
sions’ of Clyde McCoy, Busse, Russ 
Morgan, Ted Lewis, and the drum- 
mer does a standout bit at the traps. 
The trumpeter with the glasses is 
perhaps the best single musician. All 
work well, and, of course, the pep- 
pery Rita Rio with her slinky gowns 

and fringes.shakes that thing all 
over the premises. Never a dull 
moment, and she more than sustains 
her end of it fronting the combo. 

She does her standard Calloway im- 

presh just before the conga finale. 

n between, a boogie-woogie terp 

team, announced as something like 

Dixie and Sam, do a specialty. It’s 
the 1939 version of what was yester- 

year’s lindyhopping. ‘Tarzan Finds 

a Mate’ (M-G) on screen; biz fair 

opening day. May build on strength 
of good stage portion. Abel. 


risley, 


sans 


ORIENTAL, B’KLYN 


Stewart & Martin, Tommy Trent, 
Three Drews, Morgan & Randall, 
Lane & Ward, Morton & Dennison, 
Lou Lockett orch; ‘Zenobia’ (UA) 
and ‘House of Fear’ (U), 


This Loew house in the Benson- 
hurst section is augmenting its regu- 
lar film policy with one night of 
vaudeville each Wednesday as a test 
idea, acts being booked in by WHN 
Artists Bureau. Presentation lacks 
professional touch, the entire me- 
lange opening cold, sans advance 
ballyhoo, marquee or lobby billing, 


proper setting, spotlighting or m.c.-! 


ing. This is hardly the way to try 
bringing vaudeville back. 

Policy is to use one of the acts in 
the m.c. spot, in this case the Charlie 
Stewart-Harry Martin combination, 
latter handling the intros at the mike 
and swapping wisecracks with a 
stooge in the audience. Stewart, the 
more versatile of the team, pops in 
and out between turns for meager 
laughs. ; 

Without buildup or identification. 
team has no chance to step out of the 
groove’ in their unaccustomed spot 
and only get an opportunity to strut 


| 
| their stuff at the tail end of the bill. | 


rand sticking close to his fiddle and 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Lou Lockett, five-piece combo from 





WHN. handles the music onstage in! 

front of the veivet drop surmounted | Woody Herman orch, with Mary 
by Metro's Leo the Lion trademark.! ann McCall, Bob Hope, Three 
Short on volume for such a large | Rhythm Kings, Jerry Colonna, 
house and with Lockett impersonal | pojores Reade. Lane & Ward: ‘The 


Magnificent Fraud’ (Par), reviewed 
in Variety, July 19. 


mike, band is in an unhappy make- 
shift spot, confined mostly to the ac- 
companiment. 
Lane and Ward, mixed acrobatic 
dancing team, open and get away 
nicely with light and gracefully exe- 
cuted routines. The Three Drews, in 
the deuce spot, from WHN air pro- 
gram, huddle around a_ piano and | 
micrgphone in whispering pops. | 
Style is too intimate for anything but 
a radio studio or small night spot. 
They need plenty of brushing up and 


Strong stage bill should help bol- 
ster the mild screen fare. Bob Hope 
is click entertainment and should be 
a potent b.o. draw on the strength of 
his film radio activities, added 
to his Broadway background, Woody 
Heiman orchestra is hicdly a smash 
draw, but it has a following and 


and 


tage confidence offers infectious jive. Supporting 
star ; x ° 4 : be 
Morgan and Randall follow inj,acts, headed by Jerry Colonna, are 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEW 
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| sionally a fullness sneaks through 
{that isn’t apparent in most of her STRAND, N. Y. 
'work, She's less effective on ballads 
than quicker tempoes. Does three,| Eddy Duchin orchestra with 
‘Good for Nothin,’ ‘Penny Serenade’ | Durelle Alexander, Lew Sherwood 
and ‘Have Mercy. Jimmy Mitchell, | Stanley Worth, Johnny MacAfee: 
sax, does ‘Do You W anna Jump Chil- | Bob DuPont; Lynn, Royce & Vanya: 
dren near the band opening. _ |*Each Dawn I Die’ (WB), reviewed 
Slim and Eddie, colored eccentric’ in Variety, July 19. 
dance team, are on following__a| ene 
lengthy opening bit by the entire list} Eqitorial conclusions might be 
of house talent, including the Six canted Oe th eitiedt tees ee 
Collegians, who beat out the usual |@7@wn from the packed house and 
hot Lindy hop. Skit draws good re-| the standees prevailing Friday night 
sponse. Slim, a gangling six-footer at the Strand. This could be in- 
fast on his feet, and Eddie, strike vidiously contrasted with the lack of 
more laughs with their comical terps nit : : 
and acro. activity in non-vaudfilm 
Tall one is outfitted in femme miss- | the street. It appears to be a joint 
aoe ogy FB cia h _ i |div.cion of credit between the pic- 
strongest point, although they play | ais np, os ; : 
for more response by utilizing Judy | ture, Each Dawn I Die’ (WB) and 
Canova’s rope trick in ‘Yokel Boy.’ the Strand’s stage band and vaude 








houses on 


white monkey jackets, tuxedo pants 


and monocles, with a smooth hand- | 


balancing routine. Two high spots 
are balancing the smaller chap on 
outstretched arms of his partner, and 
the other is a cigaret-to-cigaret light- 
ing stunt. Work routines mostly 
from flat floor position and finish do- 
ing the Piccadilly Bow where the 
heftier one holds partner rigid and 


|but has a bit stooge part, while his 


satisfactory. | Eddie comes up with full flips, etce., 


Hope, who sails for a European when the pair finish in fast acro 
holiday following this appearance, | style. 
makes the current date something Coreanna Hayman is an 


Dolores Reade, amateur contest winner given a 
is his wife.| week’s date. Girl clicks solidly with 
unbilled,, her sopranoing of ‘L’Amour,’ but 
immediately spoils it with a pop 

(Mrs. which doesn’t fit her. First tune is 
session done in one. second moves her to side 


of a family affair. 
who sings and stooges, i 
Jack Hope, a brother, is 


sister-in-law, Marion Bailor 
George Hope). has a brief 


bows him toward audience right and 
left. 

Tommy Trent and his puppet show, | 
standard act, clicks big. : 
Hank Morton and Loretta Dennison 
next to closing. She has class ap- | 
pearance and a fair voice that sets material is familiar, but much of it 
ue for 2 oye —— _Morton| has a novel and distinctly pean 
works mute an eadpan In man- | twist. Furthermore, his throw-| 
handling a bull fiddle. He tries hard | away method of slipping laugh lines 
aa oe _ Fw pee mugemé | into his chatter as if by accigent 
and ogling at partner’s expense. -|rarely misses. He can also deliver 
fectiveness is offset by continual | a song in amusing style. In sum, 
snorting into the mike. Closed with} he’s even better than before he) 
two numbers that pleased, gal work-! werit to the Coast—and that’s plenty | 
ing clarinet to his base accom good enough. As m.c. he’s on and) 
paniment and ee ee of | off through the anor, peaees having | 
‘Tiger Rag’ wrestling wi is dilapi- | two sizable spots of his own. 
dated fiddle, and finishing in rage | Coen after ~ brief spoof- | 
with near destruction of instrument. | jing bit with Hope. also clicks with | 

Stewart and oe a ee | crack-brained coenedty od on broad | 
latter pleasing heavily on the uke| stuff, but skilfully handled, with 
and guitarette. Act has possibilities | pace and sure sense of climax. Sings | 


with the comedian, durine which he 
straights for her belittling gags. 

As always, Hove isn’t inclined to 
work too hard, but he has an in- 
gratiating personality and an ef- 
fective comedy style. Some of his 


and will be more effective away! a couple of songs in : kind of one-| 
from foreign-language element at, man-barber-shop-quartet manner— 


this neighborhood spot. | hokey and funny. Later returns to 
tieeeeneeamiaal p 


articipate in a goofy hotel clerk 
EARLE, WASH. 


| skit. 
Three Rhvthm Kings (New Acts), 
l tap turn on the bill opening day 


(19), were replaced ee. by 
: 9 Lane & Ward. Trio are fair hoof- 
Washington, July $2. |ers, but lack style and showman- 


Wunn, Brach & Ames, Texas Jim ‘ 
Lewis, Whitey & Ed Ford, Motter |" 


: ; Woody Herman's band is a slick | 
& Davis, Roxyettes (16); ‘Man About | jive outfit with potent rhythm sense, 
Town’ (Par). 


distinctive style and smart appear-| 
Eeeeeine ; fance. While not quite in the top 
Little bit of everything is dressed/ rank as yet, the outfit seems likely 


‘up and smartly dovetailed into as | to _— up ee More| 
rf : .| varied manner of playing woulc 
smooth a no-name revue as town has | help, as there’s now too much| 


witnessed in months. Perfect ex-| tendency to blare all the tunes, but| 
ample of Productionist Harry Ang-|the arrangements draw attention, | 


ait ’ f. 3 , ‘+, | the numbers aren’t too long and they | 
en . blending technic is finale, in |all build to potent finales. Herman! 
which pair of strong-arm boys work | himself is a showman with the clari- 
with line in 


ltwo_ tries, 


mike and ‘Stairway to the Stars’ is 
the peg upon which the best produc- 
tion number is hung. Travelers part 


to reveal girls on star studded stair- | 
Band shifts to | 


way against a drop. 
‘Stardust’ while girls go through 
meaningless but effective gyrations 
with phosphorescent hankies. At the 
finale, Blanche and Elliot appear at 
the top of the steps. 

Team has been around and is satis- 


,fying but not exceptionally imagina- 
|\tive or expert in a 


combination 


routine. It’s a series of lifts and 
poses interspersed with ballroom- 
ology. 


Mae Johnson is unimpressive in 
first piping an _ unintel- 
ligible original in the opening bit, 
and later as ‘Sadie Thompson.’ Com- 
edy of John Mason, Sandy Burns and 
George Wiltshire isn’t every effective. 
In the opening bit they use a burley 


skit without any disguise except a} 


little sapolio. 
Biz good when caught Friday night 
(21), 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 21. 
Three Stooges with Eddie Laugh- 
ton, Gloria Blake, Buster Shaver 
with Olive and George, Glen Pope, 
Six Antaleks, Lou Schrader house 
band; ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). 





Bill has every semblance of a hey- 
day vaude layout as far as routining 
is concerned, It comprises five sepa- 
rate acts routined in the traditional 


manner—flash to start, magician in 


idol worshipping se-/ net, besides vocaling passably and/|the deuce, novelty in the trey, semi- 
quence embracing tableau, boys’ spe- | having an attractive manner on the | 


name warbler. next-to-close and 


cialty and ballet. 

Show begins with bandwagon set, 
line working out complicated taps 
while holding ribbons attached to 
prop wagon. 
form pulls up ribbons and gals go to 
sidestage after introduction of Wynn, 
Brach and Ames. Two men in tails 
and gir] in gray chiffon step from 
wagon and into smooth ballroom tap, 
gal taking it for solo, men reappear- 
ing for hat-and-cane tap. Girl, in 
new gown, returns, as trio finishes, 
with swing tap tango. Smooth and 
classy for click. f 

Travelers close on trio’s bow and 
three line gals in cowgirl suits dash 
out of wings to whoop it up, fire 
round of blanks and bring on Texas 


Fellow in driver’s uni- | 


. . * ° | 
Jim Lewis and his four billy cow- | 


hands. When they get into 


‘Colo- | 


rado,’ ‘Wreck of Old ’97,’ a nice yodel | 


solo of ‘Lone Cowboy,’ a banjo solo 
and Lewis’ ‘hootnanny’ 
they go over well enough. 
Ritter, who does most of the spe- 
cialty work for the line, takes over 
at center mike next for nice warble 
of ‘Posin’’ while holding strings as 
another chorine, completely covered 
in black, imitates puppet. Pair get 
nice hand and set mood smartly for 
rest of line, which appears in black 
taffeta evening gowns with puppets. 
House lights then go out for phos- 
phorescent effect and gals get big 
japplause. 

Miss Ritter is back in red polka- 
dot gown to introduce Whitey and 
Ed Ford, who strolls out in tux with 
fox terrior similarly garbed, even to 
opera hat. Dog’s drunk act, aided 
by Ford’s informal gagging, 
over nicely although it’s stretched 
out a bit. 


tempting to follow Ford’s 


'and one-paw stands. 


pedestals, Gals filter on in 
garb carrying big tom-toms. 


step downstage for 
fectly-timed 


straight 
strong-arming. 


of atmosphere. 
on pedestals as gals go 
rafter-shaking tom-tom 
and ballet routine for smash finish. 

Biz big. Craig. 


into 


goes 


Traveler opens again on elaborate 
Oriental set with huge green Buddha 
tricked up with flame and lights and 
two musclemen in white G-strings on 
flimsy 
They 
fall into position as Motter and Davis 
per- 
Pair 
run gamut of Herculean stuff with 
smoothness, doubly effective because 
Men resume places 
sock 
walloping | 


specialty, | 
Eileen 


] 


| 


Girl brings on bench and | 
change of costume for dog and, after | 
cute business getting dog into red 
satin skirt, pup tickles house by at- 
tapping. 
Finishes strong with second dog in 
acrobatic hand-to-hand somersaults 


{Seemingly gives every man except 
ithe drummer opportunity for a solo 


|keeps his brass under wraps when | 
‘he himself lets loose. 


bandstand. Crew clicks with ‘Blue! name comics for the blowoff. 
Evening’ and mops up the house} a 
with steaming versions of ‘Blues Up- | Getaway turn is rather slow and 
stairs and Downstairs’ and ‘Big Wig|the second act not much faster. It 
in the Wigwam.’ _. |speeds after that, however, and adds 
Mary Ann McCall, vocalist with|up for a rather satisfactory show. 
the band, lacks variety, but is other-| Ancient vaude stigma is streamlined 
wise acceptable with two offerings. | out by setting the dugout crew on the 
She’s becomingly gowned. 


; ;stage to give a presentation effect. 

House was bulging at show caught. | Offstage voice introes. 
- Hobe. | The Three Stooges are last. Their 
—— iturn is essentially the same they 


ibut both the slapsie stuff and the 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


'that it can’t help but click. 
Erskine Hawkins orch. (16), with| The Stooges P till ‘employ Eddie 


Ida James, Jimmy Mitchell; Slim | Laughton as straight man. He comes 
and Eddie, Blanche & Elliot, Mae on first with some fairish gagging | 
Johnson, Coreanna Hayman, John |and then is butted into by the zanies. | 


Mason, Sandy Burns, George Wilt-|They then proceed to slap each 
shire, Vivian Harris, Six Collegians, |other’s heads, poke eyes, pull hair 
House Line; ‘Charlie Chan in Reno’ ‘etc. Gloria Blake 
(20th). year-old ‘singing 
awe |next to closing. 
Except for one or two spots, the! Six Antaleks 
Apollo comes up with another fairly | balancers, 
diverting show this week. As usual /jall exceedingly 
the main portion is the band, this|Turn, however. is only so-so for the 
stanza being allotted to Erskine Haw- | flash effect. Weakness lies to a large 
kins’ outfit, which was moved out of |degree in its lack of variety. Too 
the Savoy Ballroom in favor of Ella|they have only one specialty, Their 
Fitzgerald and her (Chick Webb’s) | stunts, also, no matter how hard they 
band to allow the latter crew oppor-|may be, look too easy. suggesting 
tunity for needed air time. lack of showmanship. — , 
Heading four sax, four rhythm and Glen Pope does a fairly satisfac- 
six brass, Hawkins, who excels on|tory magi turn, although it would be 
trumpet, clicks heavily here. Three | considerably stronger in the more in- 
pops sung by Ida James are the only |timate atmosphere of a nitery than 
tunes of that type used by the band, /in this 2.400-seat house. Has a nice 
Hawkins using jive stuff, along the|personality and some amusing pat- 
lines of ‘Do You Wanna Jump Chil- |ter which scores his biggest win. 
dren,’ exclusively. Tends to become|Tosses in a few impersonations of 
monotonous, but Apollo audiences |theatre pests for good effect. 
are hep to that sort of fare and re-|with a sleight of hand 
spond lustily. Band’s in the pit forjineludes a cigaret and 


discovery,’ is in 


open. 


gals 


They're pole 
and two men, 
presentable lookers, 


four 


some red 


more than half of the show. _ {thimbles. He gets off well. 
Musically, Hawkins is heading a/ Another standard turn follows, 
\fine aggregation. albeit one of the |Buster Shaver with Olive and 


many second flight colored groups.|George. Pair of midgets and their 


full-size partner are certain winners 
/on every appearance here. Diminu- 


break at Julian | tive miss is @ pipperoo on all counts 


Sachs, 


the front mike. 
socko 


tenor sax man, takes |—looks, charm and grace. She does 
one in almost every number and balroomology first with her tiny 
rates solid approval. Hawkins takes partner who’s in tails, then with 


less of the spot than do his men, but ‘Shaver. Contrast in sizes in the lat- 
shows fine trumpeting when he does. /ter number makes it a socko novelty 
Except for number finales, Hawkins! as well as highly acceptable terping. 
Midgets’ singing could be improved 


Band is typic-|much by getting them to take it 
ally colored in style, which means it's | slower. Likewise, there should be 


over blatant at times. However, it|more care with diction. this being 
makes good listening via interesting ‘the weakest angle of the turn. A 
arre oO Y ? } ; : 
arrangements. 'few new gags would also aid. 


have been doing for several years, | 





Closes | 
routine that | 


| acts policy, As regards Friday night, 
| some part of the attendance seemed 


Apollo | Clearly due to the advertised pres- 


;ence at the 7:30 performance of 
|George Raft, who also is on the 
i/screen with Cagney. There was a 
| very genuine welcome for Raft. 

In fact, the enthusiasm characteris- 
tic of Strand audiences is fairly re- 
markable nowadays in these parts, 
It suggests just how many new cus- 
tomers the combo setup is attract- 
ing. The Strand is not exactly a 
pushover, but they do laugh easily 
and are not too blase to use their 
mitts. The standees still in the foy- 
lers at 10:15 showed two things ap- 
parently: one, the sweetheart trade 
|had picked the house, and second, 
'the nondescript floating stag, who re- 
sponds invariably to prison break 
melodrama was also well repre- 
sented, 

Eddy Duchin’s orchestra is liked 
and gets over very well, although 
with only 12 men, counting the 
leader, it does not make an imposing 
stagepicture as to numbers. Duchin 
with his announcements seems over- 
anxious at times. But otherwise his 
is a sweet, svelte aggregation, for 
stage as well as dansapation. It may 
have been that the house was crowd- 
ing for an extra performance on the 
day (there was no newsreel), but the 
hurried spieling was awkward. Audi- 
ence likes his girl singer, Durelle 
Alexander, who works strictly jitter- 
bug in a high school dress and no 
stockings, which doesn't enhance her 
sex appeal. She succeeds on youth 
and pep and good looks, but is lack- 
ing in authority, to which she still 
must mature. Her vocal efforts need 
light and shade to rise to style. 

Two vaude acts are standouts. Bob 
DuPont is clickeroo all the way with 
a routine of comedy juggling with 
balls and Indian clubs. He also kib- 
bitzes briefly with the Duchinites. 
All in all he proves himself a sure- 
fire and versatile performer. That 
goes, too, for Lynn, Royce and Vanya 
(New Acts), who bring a high veneer 
of distinction to their deluxe adagio 
with prattfalls which wham the 
house, 

Raft handled himself well in his 
|}personal appearance and disarmed 





jany criticism by remarking that he 
|was once a very fast dancer, but 
‘how I have slowed down.’ The 


| crowd roared pleasure as he revived 
| the Charleston and snakehips. It is 
icurious to note that Raft in person 
j and his sidekick Cagney on the 
}screen were both a couple of e.- 
| Broadway hoofers who had gone a 
| long way, not as hoofers but as emo- 
tional artists. Land, 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 22. 
Jack Malerich’s orch: (18), Jean 
| Arlen, Joe Griffin, Lew Brock, 
Patricia Wynn Dancers (12), O’Sakis 


|patter is on such a low. broad basis | 


(New Acts), 17. | (2), Roy Rogers, Christie & Gould, 


| Jack LaRue & Co. (3), Irene Ver- 
million & Trumpeteers (6); ‘Side- 
walks of New York’ (Mono). 


With the 4,000-seat Minnesota 
drawing big crowds and on its way 
to a gross that may go as high as 
$8,000 the first week, there is con- 
siderable doubt whether vaudfilm 
under independent auspices will be 
able to essay a successful comeback 
|in this huge deluxe house. Fly in 
| Ointment is the heavy operating nut 
in contrast with bargain price scale 
of 15c to one o'clock and 30c there- 
after. 

This $1,500,000 theatre is being 
launched as a vaudfilmer this time 
under independent auspices, with 
| much stress laid on the civic proj- 
| ect angle, home ownership and op- 





| eration and the city’s prestige. 
| Despite prospects of good business 
| and healthy takings (considering 
low admission prices), it’s feared 
theatre will go into red in its very 
first week. 

Because of extra advertising and 
other reopening week expenses, nut 
is likely to reach $8,000. The gross 


| Is not likely to exceed this. Nut in 
|; ordinary weeks will be around 
$6,500. 

Operating costs do not include 


rent, inasmuch as owners are waiv- 
ing this item, House also has 10- 
week deals with unions under 
which, if it remains open that length 
of time, its 18-piece orchestra and 
conductor will cost only $1,100 
weekly and its 10 stage hands $500 
a week. Opening feature picture 
cost $250 and shorts another $100: 





| 
pape P . 4 o Res . j . ‘ : } h i 
_Miss James has a style all her own.| Biz big, with standees, when| The Jack LaRue unit took a big 
Voice seems weaker than it really |caught first show opening day (Fri-| cut because it had open time and 
would be if she relaxed more, Occa- | day), Herb. | (Continued on page 54) 
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First box-office check 
on CAGNEY and RAFT 
in EACH DAWN I DIE’ 


See Broadway Grosses page 9. 








With this release Warner Bros. wind up 
their 1938-39 schedule. From beginning 
(‘Four Daughters’) to end VARIETY has con- 
sistently provided COMPREHENSIVE COV- 
ERAGE of this company’s remarkable ac- 
complishments throughout the entire season. 


| 
























































| 
‘ 
ij 

| 


gg ecEte: 


Aa Remen ey % Sopane 








a EES cite TA teeta ' 





18 VARIETY 


= —_ -- ~—- —_—— 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 14) 


Bretherton: screen play by Mary C. McCarthy; based on the story, ‘Death 
Hops the Bells.” by Charles Molyneux Brown: photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Frankie Darro, Dick Purcell, Lillian Elliott, Sheila Darcy, 
Dennis Moore, Mantan Moreland, Howard Mitchell. 








Paramount 


(1939-40) 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now im Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix, Com- Sheot- Culting Before’ Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
RRs eae 50 0 7 7 36 36 
Harry Sherman... 8 0 1 3 4 4 
EE aS ean 58 0 8 10 40 40 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘WHAT A LIFE’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; G.M.O. production; 
directed by Theodore Reed; screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy | 
Wilder; basec on play by Clifford Goldsmith; photographed by Victor | 
Milner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Betty Field, John Howard, Janice Logan, 
James Corner, Vaughn Glaser, Lionel Stander, Hedda Hopper, Dorothy 
Stickney, Sidney Miller, Robert Smith, Betty McLaughlin. Janet Waldo, 
Douglas Fahy, Leonard Sues, Kathleen Lockhart. Lucien Littlefield, Eddie 
Brian, Rita Owin, Charles H. Bookout, Betty Blair, Bennie Bartlett. Kay 
Stewart, Inna Gest, Lois Ranson, Fay McKenzie, Muriel Kearney, Wilda 
Bennett. Andrew Tombes, Nora Cecil, Marjorie Bell. 


ISLAND OF LOST MEN,’ formerly titled ‘NORTH OF SINGAPORE,’ 
meller; associate producer, Eugene Zukor; directed by Kurt Neumann: 
no writing credits released; photographed by Karl Struss. Cast: Anna May 
Wong, J. Carrol Naish, Anthony Quinn, Eric Blore, Ernest Truex, Rudolph 
Foster, William Haade, Broderick Crawford, Richard Loo, Ralph Soncuya, 
Runert Andez, Sam Labrador, Andrew De La Cruz, Torben Meyer, Lal 
Chand Mehra, George Meiford, Rafae] Storm, George Kirby, Vivian Oak- 
Innd, Jack Perry, Ruth Rickaby, Ethel May Halls, Bruce Mitchell, Mitchell 
Ingraham, Philip Ahn, Philson Ahn, C, L. Sherwood. 


‘THE CAT AND THE CANARY’ (1939-40 release). mystery-comedy; pro- | 
duced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.; directed by Elliott Nugent; screen play by 
Walter DeLeon and Lynn Starling; based on play by John Willard; photo- 
graphed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bob Hope, Paulette Goddard, John Beal, 
Douglas Montgomery, Gale Sondergaard, Nydia Westman, George Zucco, 
Willard Robertson, Elizabeth Patterson, George Regas, Charles Lane, Frank 
Melton, Milt Kibbee, William Abbey. 


‘DOUBLE DYED DECEIVER’ (1939-40 release), western; produced by | 
Harry Sherman; directed by Dan Venturini; screen play by Wanda | 
Tuchock; based on the O’Henry story; photographed by Russell Harlan. 
Cast: Tito Guizar, Emma Dunn. Alan Mowbray, Gale Sondergaard. Jane 
Clayton, Minor “’atson, Harry Worth, Anna Demetrio, Chris Martin, Carlos 
De Valdez, Glenn Strange, Tony Roux. 


‘NIGHT WORK,’ family-comedy; produced by William H. Wright for 
general manager's office: directed by George Archainbaud: original screen 
play by Monte Brice, Lloyd Corrigan and Lewis R. Foster: photographed 
by Harry Hallenberger. Cast: Mary Boland, Charles Ruggles. Jovce 
Mathews, Donald O'Connor, Billy Lee, John Hartley, Clem Bevans, Wm. 
Haade, Ed Gargan, Alec Craig, George Mendoza, Georgia Simmons, Wil- 
liam ‘Frawley. | 

DISPUTED PASSAGE’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Harlan 
Thompson; directed by Frank Borzage; screen play by Anthony Veiller and | 
Sheridan Gibney; based on novel by Lloyd C. Douglas; photographed by | 
William Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Akim Tamiroff, John Howard. 
Judith Barrett, Gordon Jones, William Collier, Sr., Elisabeth Risdon, Wil- | 
liam Pawiey, Billy Cook, Keye Luke, Lee Ya-ching, Renie Riano, Jack | 
Chapin, Dave Alison, Mary Skalek, Alma Eidsaa, Paul McWiiliams, Gay- | 
lord Pendleton, Patsy Mace. Dorothy Adams, Joleen King, Henriette Kaye, 
Edith Gagnon, Hortense Arbogast, Fay McKenzie, Harry Depp, Phil War- 
ren, Kitty McHugh, Charles Trowbridge, Fern Emmett, Richard Denning, 
James B. Carson. 


‘HAPPY ENDING,’ formerly titled ‘HEAVEN ON A SHOESTRING’ 
(1939-40 release), drama: produced by George Arthur; directed by Lewis 
Milestone: no writing credits released: photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: 
Pat O’Brien, Olympe Bradna, Roland Young, George E. Stone. Frank Sully. 
Russ Powell, Doodles Weaver, D'Arcy Corrigan, Reginald Gardiner, Wynd- 
ham Standing. Charles Miller, Pat O'Malley. Frank Shannon, Ronnie Ron- | 


| by Harry Sherman; associate producer, Joe W. Engle 





PICTURES 


Quinn, John Eldredge, Dorothy Tree, Minor Watson, Morgan Conway, 
Byron Foulger, Chester Clute, Wolfgang Zilzer, Olaf Hytten, Ottola Nes- 
mith. Hilda Plowright, Eugene Jackson, Clem Wilenchick, Eric Wilton, 
Monte Vanderegrift. Ed Le Saint, Maior McBride, Ivan Miller, Gloria Wil- 
liams, Wade Boteler, Archie Twitchell, Charles L. Lane, 

‘ARGENTINA’ (1939-40 release), western; produced by Harry Sherman; 
associate producer, Joe W. Engle; directed by Nate Watt; original story and 
screen play by Harrison Jacobs; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: 
William Bovd, Russell Hayden, Steffi Duna, Sidney Toler, Sidney Blackmer, 
Pedro de Cordoba, JoJo La Sadio, Glenn Strange, Eddie Dean, Anna 
Demetrio, ‘The King’s Men’, 

‘GERONIMO,’ formerly titled ‘GREAT ENEMY’ (1939-40 release), his- 
torical western, General manager's office production; directed by Paul 
Sloane: screen play by Paul H. Sloane; photographed by Henry Sharp. 
Cast: Chief Thundercloud, Preston Foster, Ralph Morgan, Andy Devine, 
William Henry, Harry Templeton, Ellen Drew, Pierre Watkin, Jack Chapin, 


' Richard Denning, James Glines, Frank Cordell, Cecil Kellogg, Carl Sepul- 


veda, Tom Coats, Ted Wells, Lee Shumway. 

‘RANGE WAR,’ formerly titled ‘LAWFUL OUTLAWS’ (1939-40), west- 
ern: produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Leslie Selander; screen play 
by Sam Robins: added dialog by Walter Roberts; based on original by 


Josef Montaigne and on character Hopalong created by Clarence E. Mul- | 
Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hay- 
| den, Jane Clayton, Betty Moran, Britt Wood. 


ford; photographed by Russell Harlan. 


Par Pix Now in Production 
‘ARE HUSBANDS NECESSARY”? (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; pro- 
duced by Jeff Lazarus; directed by Edward H. Griffith; screen play by 
Virginia Van Upp; based on stories by Grace Sartwell Mason and _ Kath- 
arine Brush: photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Fred MacMurray, 
Madeleine Carroll, Allan Jones, Helen Broderick, Osa Masson, Carolyn 
Lee, Akim Tamiroff, Erik Rhodes, G. P. Huntley, Georgia Cain, Jack Car- 


| son. Fritzi Brunette, George Walcott. Wally Maher, William B. Davidson, 
John Qualen, Jack Raymond, Astrid Allwyn, Jacqueline Dahlia, Jack | 


Maclennan. Gus Kerner, Monte Woolley, Hooper Atchley, Bennie Bartlett, 
Gloria Williams, Francis Morris, Johnny Morris, Mary Lee Martin, Reine 
Riano, Zora Jarrard, Resinald Simpson, Connie Leon, John Bagni, Edward 
Van Sloan, Al Hill, Charles Lane, Wilfred Roberts. 

‘DR. CYCLOPS’ (1939-40 release) (Technicolor), meller; produced by 
Dale Van Every; directed by Ernest B. Schoedsack; original screen play by 
Tom Kilpatrick; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Albert Dekker, 
Janice Logan, Thomas Coley, Charles Halton, Victor Kilian, Frank Yaco- 
nelli. 
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Detroit Fears 
Nite Baseball 
Would Ruin B.0. 


Detroit, Julv 25 

| As film and network competish, 
in addition to messing up local pro. 
|gram_ skeds, night baseball in De. 
| troit apparently will not cause any 
| headaches here for at least another 
‘year, perhaps longer. At least as 
{far as Detroit Tiger home games 
| are concerned, for some trouble will 
develop as result of adoption of noc- 
turnal ball in other cities. 

Walter O. Briggs, owner of the 
| Tigers, continues as the No. 1 anti- 
night baseball magnate along with 
owners of N. Y. Yankees and Giants. 
Although he broke an avowal by 
| letting Tigers play two night con- 
tests this season, in Philadelphia 
and Cleveland, he did it only to help 
out those club owners and promptly 
reiterated his stand that there'd be 
no night ball in Detroit as long as 
he had the say. 

However, should Detroit fans, as 
| rabid as they come in supporting the 





‘THE LIGHT THAT FALLED’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced and | Tigers whether in first or last place 


directed by William A. Wellman; second unit director, Joe Youngerman; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl; second 
unit photographer, Guy Bennett. Cast: Ronald Colman, Walter Huston, 
Muriel Angelus, Ida Lupino, Dudley Digges. Ernest Cossart, Charles Irwin, 
Clvde Cook, James Aubrey, Charles Bennett. David Thursby, Colin Kenny, 
Armbra Danbridge, Perry Lawson, Robert Perry, Carl Voss, Ted Deputy, 
Joe Colling. Clive Morgan, Major Sam Harris, Benjamin Watson, Francis 


McDonald, John Spacey, Connie Leon, Fay Helm, Halliwell Hobbes, Gerald | 


Rogers, Leslie Franci, Harold Entwhistle, Barry Downing, Bob Stevenson, 


'Clara M. Blore, Harry Cording, Gerald Hamer, Colin Tapley. 


‘SEVENTEEN’ (1939-40 release), drama: GMO production; associate pro- 
ducer, Stuart Walker; directed by Louis King: screen play by Agnes Chris- 
tine Johnston and Stuart Palmer; based on story by Booth Tarkington and 
play by Stuart Walker, Hugh Stanislaus Stange and Siannard Means; pho- 
tographed by Victor Milner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Betty Field, Betty 
Moran, Ottc Kruger, Ann Shoemaker, Norma Jean Nelson, Thomas Ross, 
Hattie Noel, Buddy Pepper, Donald Haines, Peter Hayes, ‘Snowflake’ Paul 
Burns, Jody Gilbert, Hal Clements, Richard Denning, Edward Earle, Stan- 
ley Price, Joey Ray. 

‘OUR NEIGHBORS—THE CARTERS’ (1939-40 release), family-drama; 
produced by Charles R. Rogers; directed by Ralph Murphy; screen play by 
S. K. Lauren; based on a story by Renaud Hoffman; photographed by 
George Barnes. Cast: Fay Bainter, Frank Craven, Bennie Bartlett, Donald | 
Brennan, Scotty Beckett, Joyce Arleen, Gloria Carter, Edmund Lowe, | 
Genevieve Tobin, Edward McWade, Grace Hayle, Guy Wilkerson, George 
Anderson, Eddie Marr, Nana Bryant, Norman Phillips, Jr.. Richard Clayton, | 
Richard Denning, Martha Mears, John Conti, John Westley, Patsy Mace, 
Olaf Hytten. 

‘DIAMONDS ARE DANGEROUS,’ GMO production; directed by George | 
Fitzmaurice: no writing credits released; photogiaphed by Charles Lang. 
Cast: George Brent, Isa Miranda, John Loder, Nigel Bruce, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson, Matthew Boulton. 

‘UNTAMED?’ (Technicolor); produced by Paul Jones; directed by George 
Archainbaud;: no writing credits released: photographed by Leo Tover. 
Cast: Ray Milland, Patricia Morison, Akim Tamiroff, William Frawley, Eily 
Malyon, J. M. Kerrigan, Fsther Dale, Jane Darwell, Bahe Denetdeel, 
Charlene Wyatt, Gertrude Hoffman, J. Farrell MacDonald, Sibyl Harris, 
Clem Bevans, Fay Helm, Darry! Hickman, Roscoe Ates. 

IN OLD WYOMING,’ formerly titled ‘THE MEDICINE SHOW’; produced 


»» directed by Lesley 


dell, Russell Coller. Joe Gilbert, Frank Melton, Hal Belfer, Ken Terrell | Selander; screen play by Harrison Jacobs, based on the Hopalong Cassidy 


Gene Clark, Jimmy Fawcett, George Suzanne, Murray Alper, Terry Shero, 
Caro] Holloway, Sue Moore. 


‘THE STAR MAKER,’ based on story of Gus Edwards’ life: produced by 
Charles R. Rogers: directed by Roy Del Ruth; screen play by Frank Butler, 
Don Hartman and Arthur Caesar; based on story by Arthur Caesar and 
William A. Pierce; suggested by career of Gus Edwards; photographed by | 
Kar] Struss. Cast: Bing Crosby, Louise Campbell, Ned Sparks. Linda Ware, 
Walter Damrosch Janet Wa]do, Laura Hope Crews, Emory Parnell, Ken- | 
neth Wilson, Dante Di Paolo, Danny Daniels, Donald Brennon, Dary! Hick- | 
man, Billy Simms, Don Hulbert, George Guhl, Jim Dundee. Max Wagner. 
Bodil Rosing, Thurston Hall, Oscar O’Shea, Dorothy Vaughn, Johnny Mor- | 
ris, Ralph Sanford, Ben Welden, Pop Byron, John Gallaudet, Daisy Bufford 
Selma Jackson. Ralph Faulkner, Siegfried Arno, Earl Dwire, Richard Den- 
ning, Morgan Wallace, Harry C. Bradley. 


‘OUR LEADING CITIZEN,’ comedy-drama; produced by George Arthur; 
directed by Al Santell: no writing credits released: photographed by Victor 
Milner. Cast: Bob Burns, Susan Hayward, Joseph Allen, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson. Gene Lockhart, Charles Bickford, Otto Hoffman. Clarence Kolb, | 
Paul Guilfoyle, Fay Helm, Kathleen Lockhart, Hattie Noel. Jim Kelso, | 
Harry C. Bradley, Frances Morris, Thomas Louden, Olaf Hytten, Phil | 
Dunham, Gus Glassmire, Harry Bailey, Hayden Stevenson, Harrv B. Staf- 
ford, Helen Dickson. Jack H. Richardson, Ethel May Halls, Thomas A. 
Curran, Broderick O’Farrell, Frank O’Connor. 

‘DEATH OF A CHAMPION,’ meller; GMO production; associate pro- 
ducer, William H. Wright; directed by Kurt Neumann: screen play by 
Stuart Palmer and Cortland Fitzsimmons; based on a story by Frank 
Gruber; photographed by Stuart Thompson. Cast: Lynne Overman, Donald 
O’Connor, Robert Paige, Joseph Allen, Jr.. Virginia Dale, Susan Paley, 
Walter Soderling. Harry Davenport, Hal Brazeale, John Sheehan, David 


Clyde, Pat West, Frank M. Thomas, Pierre Watkin, Robert McKenzie, May | 


Boley. Monte Vandergrift, Grace Hayle. 

‘RULER OF THE SEAS,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd: second 
unit director, Jim Havens; story and screen play by Talbot Jennings, Frank 
Cavett and Richard Collins; first unit photographer, Theodor Sparkuhl: 
second unit phctographer, Archie Stout. Cast: Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Margaret Lockwood, Will Fyffe, George Bancroft, David Torrence, Montagu 
Love, Vaughan Glaser, Wyndham Standing, Wilson Benge, Lester Matthews, 
Alan Ladd, David Clyde, Mike Driscoll, Mary Gordon, Lionel Pape, Ivan 


Simpson, Olaf Hyiien, vohn Spacey, Guy Bellis, Denis d’Auburn, David | 


Dunbar, Barry Macollum, George Melford, Dave Thursby, John Burton, 
Sandy McCall, Douglas Gordon, John Power, Earl] Askam, Charles McAvoy. 

$1,600 A TOUCHDOWN’ (1939-40 release), comedy: GMO production; 
associate producer, Williaim G. Thomas; directed by James Hogan; orig- 


inal screen play by Delmar Daves; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: | 


Joe E. Brown, Martha Raye, Eric Blore. Susan Hayward, John Hartley, 


Matt McHugh. Joyce Mathews, Syd Saylor, Josef Swickward, George Bar- | 


ton. Bob Milasch, William Haade, Frank M. Thomas, Grace Goodall, D'Arcy 
Corrigan, Hugh Sothern. Charles Middleton, Constantin Romanoff, Al 
Herman. Jimmy Conlin, Tom Dugan, George McKay, Jack Perrin, Fritzi 
Brunette. Phil Dunham, Gertrude Astor, Johnny Morris, Dot Farley, Tiny 
Whitt. Bob Layne, John Hart, Arthur Bernard, Don Brown, Jimmie Hogan, 
Jack Chapin, Harry Templeton, Jack Shea, Jolly Rawlings, Dorothy Day- 
ton. Paula de Cardo, Judy King, Patsy Mace, Luana Walters, Jane Webb, 
Linda Brent. Maxine Conrad, Mary Ray, Sheryl] Walker, Charles F. Mc- 
Avoy, Emmett Vogan. 


‘THE WORLD ON PARADE’ (1939-40 release), meller: GMO production; | 


associate producer, Edward T. Lowe; directed by Edward Dmytryk; screen 
play by Horace McCoy, Williaim R. Lipman and Lillie Hayward; based on 
a story by Endre Bohem; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: William 


Henry, Judith Barrett, William Collier, Sr., Richard Denning, Anthony | 


character; photographed by Russell Harlen. Cast: William Boyd, Russell 
Hayden, Bernadene Hayes, Marjorie Rambeau. Earle Hodgins, Kenneth 
Harlan, William Pagan, George Anderson, Britt Wood, Jack Rockwell, | 
Matt Moore, William Duncan. Eddie Dean. Lee Phelps, Bob McKenzie, 
Murdock MacQuarrie, Bruce Mitchell, Jim Pierce 


RKO-Radio 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Dee. ccteoeeess 50 43 2 7 3 3 
BOG TOME ...se ier. 3 4 1) 1 0 0 
Herbert Wilcox... 1 i 0 0 6 0 
Total . peach bn 54 48 2 8 3 3 


Pictures now in the cutting room; or awaiting previews are: 

“NURSE EDITH CAVELL’ (1939-40 release), historical drama: produced 

and directed by Herbert Wilcox; screen play by Michael Hogan; photo- 
graphed by Joseph August. Cast: Anna Neagle, George Sanders, ZaSu 
Pitts, Edna May Oliver, H. B. Warner, May Robson, Sophie Stewart, Jimmy 
Butler, Rex Downing. 
_ ‘MY FIFTH AVENUE GIRL,’ comedy-drama; produced and directed by 
Gregory LaCava: from story by Frank R. Adams; photographed by Robert 
De Grasse. Cast: C er Rogers, Walter Connolly, Tim Holt, Kathryn 
Adams, Verree Teas Franklin Pangborn, Ferike Boros, Louis Calhern, 
Manda Lane, Jgmes Ellison, Theodore von Eltz, Florence Lake, Dick Hogan, 
Philip Warren. 

‘EVERYTHING’S ON ICE’ (1939-40 release). comedy-drama: produced | 
by Sol Lesser; directed by Erle C. Kenton: screen play by Adrian Landis 
and Sherman Lowe; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Irene Dare, 
Roscoe Karns, Edgar Kennedy, Mary Hart, Bobby Watson, Maxine Stewart, 
Lynn Roberts, Eric Linden. 

‘FULL CONFESSION’ (1939-40 release), meller: produced by Robert | 
Sisk; directed by John Farrow; screen play by Jerry Cady; original by | 
Leo Birinsky: photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Sally | 
Eilers, Joseph Calleia, Barry Fitzgerald, Elisabeth Risdon, Adele Pearce, 
Bud McTaggart. 

‘CONSPIRACY,’ romantic-drama: produced by Cliff Reid; directed by 
Lew Landers; screen play by Jerome Chodorov; original story by John 
| McCarthy and Faith Thomas; photographed by Frank Redman. Cast: 
Allan Lane, Linda Hayes, Robert Barrat, Charley Foy, Lionel Royce, J. 
Farrell MacDonald, Lester Mathews, Henry Brandon, William Vaughn. 
| “THE DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT?’ (1939-40 release}, comedy; produced | 
| by Robert Sisk; directed by Les Goodwins; screen play by Bert Garnet; | 
| original by Daniel Fuchs; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Joe | 
| Penner, Betty Grable, Richard Lane, Tom Kennedy, Jack Arnold, Thurston 
| Hall, Max Wagner. 


| 

| “THE FIGHTING GRINGO,’ western; produced by Bert Gilroy; directed 
|} by David Howard; no writing credits released; photographed by Harry 
| Wild. Cast: George O’Brien, Lupita Tovar, Lucio Willegas, Leroy Mason, 
| William Royle, Glenn Strange. Mary Field. 

‘THE MEMORY OF LOVE,’ formerly titled ‘THE KIND MEN MARRY,’ | 
formerly titled ‘MEMORY OF LOVE,’ drama; produced by George Haight; | 
directed by John Cromwell; screen play by Dudley Nichols and Hagar | 
| Wilde from novel by Bessie Breuer; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: 
(Continued on page 20) 









| Moreover, 


Tiger broadcast 


in the standings, suddenly stay away 
from the turnstiles in droves and 
demand floodlighted games, there's 
every reason to believe that Briggs, 
desfite his supposed disregard for 
profits out of his ball team,’ will 
capitulate. And add more gloom to 
other Detroit entertainment enter- 
prises, notably film palaces which 
| have hard enough time as it is buck- 
jing ups and downs and sporadic 
| strikes in auto industry. 
inauguration of night 
|ball here would wreak plenty of 
havoc with network shows, if games 
were aired as they are now. De- 
troit goes hook, line ‘and sinker for 
its baseball and it’s not unlikely 
Detroifers would dial in only the 
ts at night, leaving 
network and local shows to shift 
for themselves. What night baseball 





| here would do to current airings of 


the game over WWJ and WXYZ's 
state web, is problematical 

WXYZ probably would continue 
to feed the games to its web outstate, 
where fans are equally rabid, but 
it’s quite certain that WWJ would 
not carry the games locally because 
of NBC Red commitments. Recently 
when the Tigers played Philadel- 
phia at night, Ty Tyson’s comments 
were aired by WMBC here. while 
WWJ carried through its network 


SNOWS., 





Bein Suit 








(Continued from page 5) 


Solomon to furnish RKO Radio Pic- 
tures, Inc., Mort Brooks, Eddie Da- 
vis, Anthony Veiller and Mortimer 


Offner with a bill of particulars, in 


{ 
connection with Solomon's action 
a 1. f : ta* 
cnarging piagiarism Oo; 11S play, 
i‘It Goes Through Hers in ‘Radio 


City Revels.’ 

The particulars must explain how 
the piracy was committed, how RKO 
copied the play, and how the tech- 
nique, dramatic situation, plot and 
series of events are the same. Solo- 
mon seeks an injunction, account- 
ing of profits, and damage: 


Consolidate 3 Suits By 
Stockholders Vs. Col. 


Supreme court justice Edward J 
McGoldrick Friday (21) granted an 
application by Columbia Pictures 
Corp. and consolidated the three 
stockholder actions against the com- 
pany, its officers and directors. The 
consolidated plaintiffs are Betie 
Davis, Benedetto La Presti and Sam- 


| uel Shapse. 


The suit charges waste and mis- 


| management, and cites several deals 


made by Columbia which are 

claimed to be illegal. Cancellation 

of stock options are also asked. 
Besides the company, defendants 


‘include Jack and Harry Cohn, Joe 
| Brandt, Attilio H. Giannini, Mari- 


enne Burkan, Charles C; Schwartz, 
Nate Spingold, Saul H.-Bornste!n, 
Jack Kerner, Abraham Schneider 


| and David Fogelman. 





New Rogell Musiker 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Al Rogell will produce and direct 
another musical, ‘Listen Kids,’ at 


Universal. Starting date is Aug 14. 
Rogell recently completed ‘H2- 


waiian Nights.’ 


i 
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HIT WAVE! 


Millions of dollars worth of entertainment for your hot-weather screen! 
That’s M-G-M’s policy again this summer! It’s the policy that has endeared 
Leo the Lion to his exhibitor customers year after year. While “ANDY 
HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER” is packing them in (Biggest Hardy Hit of All!) 
announce an M-G-M Summer Festival of Hits to your customers because 
there’s only one outfit that’s got a HIT WAVE to match the HEAT WAVE! 


THE FRIENDLY COMPANY 
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(Continued from page 18) 


Carole Lombard, Cary Grant, Kay Francis, Charles Coburn, Helen Vinson, | 
Katharine Alexander, Jonathan Hale, Nella Walker. 
RKO Pix Now in Production 

‘PINOCCHIO’ (1939-40 release), child’s folk tale; produced by Walt Dis- 
ney from story by C. Collodi. Feature-length Technicolor cartoon. 

‘THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME?’ (1939-40 release), drama; pro- 
duced by Pandro S. Berman; directed by William Dieterle; from novel by , 
Victor Hugo; photographed by Joseph August. Cast: Charles Laughton, 
Maureen O'Hara, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Thomas Mitchell, Walter Hainp- | 
den, Harry Davenport, Edmund O’Brien, Etiene Girardot, Fritz Lieber, 
Katherine Alexander, Minna Gombell, Alan Marshal, George Zucco, Arthur 
Hohl, Rod La Rocque, Spencer Charters, George Tobias, Curt Bois, Kathryn 
Adams, Dorothy Lovett. 

‘ALLEGHENY FRONTIER’ (1939-40 release), historical drama; produced 
by P. J. Wolfson; directed by Wil!iam Seiter; screen play by P. J. Wolfson | 
from the novel by Neil Swanson; photographed by Nick Musuraca, Cast: 
John Wayne, Claire Trevor, Cedric Hardwicke, Wilfrid Lawson, Brian | 
Donlevy, Robert Barrat, Chill Wills, John F. Hamilton, Moroni Olsen, Eddie 
Quillan, George Sanders, Ian Wolie, Wallis Clark, Monte Montague. 


Republic 


Now Balance to 


Number Number New in Be Placed Stories in. 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
| rere 59 52 3 4 2 2 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘SMUGGLER’S CARGO,’ formerly titled ‘MOB FURY,’ meller: produced | 
and directed by John H. Auer; original screen play by Earl Felton and 
Michael Jacoby; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Barry Mackay, | 
Rochelle Hudson, Cliff Edwards, Ralph Morgan, Arthur Loft, George Bar- | 


bier, John Wray, Robert Homans. 


‘NEW FRONTIER,’ formerly titled ‘RAIDERS OF THE WASTELAND,’ | 
Three Mesquiteers western; produced by William Berke; directed by | 
George Sherman; original screen play by Betty Burbridge and Luci Ward; 
photographed by Reggie Lanning. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Ray- 
mond Hatton, Phylis Isley, Sammy McKim, Eddie Waller, Dave O’Brien, 
Slim Whittaker, Bill Nestell, Bud McClure, Bob Burns, Frankie Marvin, 
Leroy Mason. 

‘COLORADO SUNSET,’ western with songs; produced by William Berke 
and Harry Grey; directed by George Sherman; original by Luci Ward and 
Jack Natteford; screen play by Stanley Roberts and Betty Burbridge; 
photographed by William Nobles. Casi: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, | 
June Storey, Robert Barrat, Larry Crabbe, Barbara Pepper, Patsy Montana, 
The Texas Rangers. : 

‘IN OLD MONTEREY, western with songs: produced by Armand Schae- | 
fer; directed by Joe Kane; original screen play by Gerald Geraghty; pho- | 
tographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Cene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June 
Storey, George Hayes, Billy Lee, Sarie and Sallie, radio hillbilly team; 
Jonathan Hale, William Hall, the Hoosier Hot Shots. 

Republic Pix New in Production 

‘DICK TRACY’S G-MEN’ (1939-40 release), 15-chapter serial; produced | 
by Robert Beche; co-directed by William Witney and Jack English; orig- 
inal screen play by Barry Shipman, Ronald Davidson, Franklin Adreon, | 
Sol Shor and Rex Taylor; photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Ralph 
Byrd, Irving Pichel, Ted Pearson, George Douglas, Walter Miller. 

‘WALL STREET COWBOY,’ western with songs; produced and directed 
by Joe Kane; no writing credits released; photographed by Jack Marta. 
Cast: Roy Rogers, George Hayes, Raymond Hatton, Ann Baldwin, Craig 
Reynolds, Pierre Watkin, Ivan Miller, Louisiana Lou. 

‘FLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT?’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by Armand | 
Schaefer; directed by Sidney Salkow; screen play by Elliott Gibbons; | 
original by Hugh King and Daniel Moore; photographed by Ernie Miller. 
Cast: Phil Regan, Roscoe Turner, Jean Parker, Robert Armstrong, Noah | 
Peery, Jr., Harlin Briggs, Harry Hayden, Helen Lynd, Barbara Pepper. | 





} 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 
Premised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
| Pere ere 52 51 4 13 a t) 





Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘WHITE LADY OF THE ORIENT,’ formerly titled ‘GIRL FROM | 
BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY LIGHT’ (for | 
1933-39 season); produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Gregory Ratoff; | 
original by Gene Markey; photographed by Karl Freund. Cast: Warner 
Eaxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur Treacher, 
Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 

‘STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE’ (1939-40 release); produced by Ken- | 
neth Macgowan; directed by Henry King; no writing credits released; pho- | 
tographed by George Barnes. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Richard Greene, Nancy 
Kelly, Walter Brennan, Charles Coburn, Henry Hull, Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, Henry Travers, Hasson Said. 

‘ELSA MAXWELL’S HOTEL FOR WOMEN’ (1939-40 release); produced 
by Raymond Griffith; directed by Gregory Ratoff; screen play by Kathryn 
Scola and Darrell Ware; original by Kathryn Scola; photographed by 
Peverell Marley. Cast: Elsa Maxwell, Linda Darnell, Ann Sothern, Joyce 
Compton, Lynn Bari, Katharine Aidridge, Amanda Duff, Lillian Porter, 
Frances Leslie, Jean Rogers, June Gale, Alan Dinehart, Helen Erickson, 
Dorothy Dearing, Kay Griffith, Irma: Wilson, Alice Armand, Barbara and 
Gloria Brewster, Kay Linaker. 

‘CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY’ (1939-40 release), family comedy; pro- 
duced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Herbert I, Leeds; no writing credits 
released; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane Withers, Leo 
Carillo, Marjorie Weaver, Kane Richmond, Spring Byington, Inez Pallange. 

‘STOP, LOOK AND LOVE,’ formerly titled ‘HARMONY AT HOME’; 
(1939-40 release), family comedy; produced by Sol, M. Wurtzel; directed by | 
Otto Brower; no writing credits released; photographed by Lucien Androit. 
Cast: Jean Rogers, Robert Kellard, William Frawley, Cora Sue Collins, | 
Helen Freeman, Jay Ward, Roser McGee, Eddie Collins. 

‘THE ESCAPE,’ formerly titied ‘EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE’ (1939-40 re- 
lease); produced by Sol M. Wurtzel: directed by Ricardo Cortez; no writing | 
credits released; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Amanda Duff, 
Kane Richmond, June Gale. Henrv Armetta, Frank Reicher, Leona Roberts, 
Edward Norris, Scotty Beckeit, hex Downing, Jimmy Butler. 

‘QUICK MILLIONS,’ formerly titled ‘JONES FAMILY AT GRAND | 
CANYON’ (1939-40 release), family drama; produced by John Stone: di- | 
rected by Malcolm St. Clair; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jed Prouty. Spring Byington, George Ernest, Billy | 
Mahan, June Carlson, Florence Roberts, Eddie Collins, Fred Kelsey. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND’ (1939-40 release), mystery 
drama; produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Norman Foster; no | 
writing credits released; photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Sidney | 
Toler, Sen Yung, Cesar Romero, Pauline Moore, John Carradine, Sally | 
Blane, Charles Halton. 

‘HEAVEN WITH A BARBED-WIRE FENCE’ (1939-40 release), comedy- | 
drama; produced by Sol Wurtzel: directed by Ricardo Cortez: screen play | 
by Dalton Trumbo, Leonard Hoffman and Ben Grauman Kohn; based on | 
original by Dalton Trumbo; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: 
Glenn Ford, Nick Conte, Jean Rogers, Raymond Walburn, Eddie Collins, 
Marjorie Rambeau, Ward Bond. Irving Bacon. 

‘HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE,’ formerly titled ‘FALLING STAR’ (1939- 
40 release), cavalcade of Hollywood; produced by Harry Joe Brown: 
assisted by Mack Sennett; dirccted by Irving Cummings; second unit direc- | 
tor, Maicolm St. Clair; screen play by Ernest Pascal; based on a story by 
Lou Breslow and Hilary Lyin: photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: 
Alice Faye, Don Ameche, J. Edward Bromberg, Stuart Erwin, George 
Civot, Buster Keaton, Chick Chandler, Donald Meek, Jed Prouty, Robert 
Lowery, Lynn Bari, Willie Fung. Alan Curtis. 











‘THE ADVENTURES OF SHERLOUK HOLMES’ (1939-40 release), mys- 
tery; produced by Gene Markey; directed by Alfred Werker; based on 
play by William Gillette with permission of the executors of the late Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle; screen play by Edwin Blum and William Drake. 


' Cast: Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Ida Lupino, Alan Marshal, Terry Kil- 


burn, Lionel Atwill, E. E. Clive, George Regas, Arthur Hohl, George Zucco, 
Lawrence Grossmith. 


‘FRONTIER MARSHALL’ (1939-40 release), historical western; produced 


by Sol Wurtzel; directed by Alan Dwan; screen play by Sam Hellman 


based on a book by Stuart N. Lake; photographed by Charles Clarke. 
Cast: Randolph Scott, Nancy Kelly, Binnie Barnes, John Carradine, Cesar 
Romero, Chris-Pin Martin, Del Henderson, Edward Norris, Eddie Foy, Jr., 
Ward Bond, Lon Chaney, Jr., Tom Tyler, Joseph Sawyer. 

‘THE RAINS CAME’ (1939-40 .release), drama; produced by Harry Joe 
Brown; directed by Clarence Brown; original story by Louis Bromfield; 
photographed by Bert Glennon. Cast: Myrna Loy, George Brent, Tyrone 
Power, Joseph Schildkraut, Jane Darwell, Henry Travers, Marie Ouspens- 
kaya, Montague Shaw, H. B. Warner, Nigel Bruce, Marjorie Rambeau, Mary 
Nash, Brenda Joyce, Laura Hope Crews, Abner Biberman, William Royle, 
Sonia Charsky, Adele Labansat. 


20th-Fox Pix Now in Preduction 


‘DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK’ (1939-40 release) (Technicolor), out- 
door drama; produced by Raymond Griffith; directed by John Ford; from 


novel by Walter D, Edmonds; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya 
| Levien; photographed by Bert Glennon. 


Cast: Claudette Colbert, Henry 
Fonda, John Carradine, Eddie Collins, Linda Darnell, Edna May Oliver, 
Arthur Shields, Jessie Ralph, Roger Imhoff, Francis Ford, Kay Linaker, 
Russell Simpson, Spencer Charters. 

‘TIN HATS’ (1939-40 release), comedy; produced by So! Wurtzel; directed 
by Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits released: photographed by 
Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jane Withers, the Ritz Brothers, Lynn Bari, Stanley 
Fields, Andrienne D’Ambricourt. 


‘HERE I AM A STRANGER’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Harry 
Joe Brown; directed by Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Leon Shamroy. Cast: Richard Greene, Brenda Joyce, Richard 
Dix, Roland Young, Gladys George, Katherine Aldridge. Edward Norris, 
John Arledge, Robert Shaw, Richard Bond, Robert Lowery, Charles 
Tannen. 

‘CITY IN DARKNESS’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by John Stone; 
directed by Herbert I. Leeds; screen play by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; 
based on a play by Gina Kaus and Ladislaus Fodor: photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler, Lynn Bari, Douglas Dumbrille, Harold Huber, 
Pedro De Cordoba, Noel Madison, C. Henry Gordon, Dorothy Tree, Louis 
Mercier, Alphonse Martell, George Davis. 


United Artists 





Now Balance to 

in Be Placed Stories in 
Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Rooms Cameras tion 


Number Number Now 
ef Pix Com- Shoot- 
Promised pleted ing 


Samuel Goldwyn... 4 3 0 1 0 t 
TTC re 2 2 0 1 t @ 
Walter Wanger..... & 3 1 4 t t 
SE: i x0 6005563 ‘ lI 0 0 e 1 1 
OS PP rere r eee 4 4 1 6 6 
London Films...... 5 4 0 0 1 1 
Edward Small 5 3 0 6 2 ot 

TOG) 4... hus 29 19 2 4 4 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘WINTER CARNIVAL’ (1939-40 release) romantic drama; produced by 
Walter Wanger; directed by Charles Riesner; original screen play by Budd 
Schulberg, Morris Rapf and Lester Cole; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. 
Cast: Ann Sheridan, Richard Carlson, Helen Parrish, Robert Armstrong, 
James Corner, Joan Brodell, Marsha Hunt, Robert Allen. 

‘THE REAL GLORY,’ historical drama; produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by Henry Hathaway; screen play by Jo Swerling and Robert R. 
Presnell from novel by Charles L, Clifford; photographed by Rudolph Mate. 
Cast: Gary Cooper, Andrea Leeds, David Niven, Reginald Owen, Broderick 
Crawford, Maurice Moscovitch, Vladmir Sokoloff, Thurston Hall, Russell 
Hicks, Roy Gordon, William Stack. 


‘INTERMEZZO’ (1939-40 release), romantic drama; executive producer, 


| David O. Selznick; associate producer, Leslie Howard; directed by Gregory 


Ratoff; original story by Gaesta Stevens and Gustav Molander; photo- 
graphed by Greg Toland, replacing Henry Stradling. Cast: Leslie Howard, 
Ingrid Bergman, Edna Best, John Halliday, Ann Todd, Douglas Scott, Cecil 
Kelloway, Eleanor Wesselhoeft, Enid Bennett. 
UA Pix New in Production 

‘THE HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; 
produced and directed by Hal Roach; screen play by Rian James and Gor- 
don Douglas from novel by Donald Henderson Clark; photographed by 
Norbert Brodine. Cast: Joan Bennett, Adolphe Menjou, William Gargen, 
John Hubbard, George E. Stone, Peggy Wood, Luis Alberni, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald, Lilian Bond, Mare Lawrence, Rosina Galli, Victor Mature. 

‘ETERNALLY YOURS’ (1939-40 release), romantic comedy; produced by 
Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Garnett; original screen play by Gene 
Towne and Graham Baker; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. Cast: 
Loretta Young, David Niven, Hugh Herbert, C. Aubrey Smith, ZaSu Piits, 
Raymond Walburn, Virginia Field, Eve Arden, Billie Burke, Broderick 
Crawford. 


Universal 


(1939-40) 





New Balance to 


Number Number New in Be Placed Stories in 
ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tien 
WOREEOOS ..... sccccs 40 0 4 6 Bo | 31 
Arlen- Devine 
eee 7 0 0 z 5 5 
WestOrMs 1. .ccccce 7 0 0 2 5 5 
BOPUNEE oc cccncs a a 0 0 2 2 2 
Famous Productions 3 0 0 e 3 3 
Total .. 61 0 4 12 46 46 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 
‘MUTINY ON THE BLACKHAWK,’ formerly titled ‘IN OLD CALI- 
FORNIA’ (1939-40 release), produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Christy 


Cabanne; original screen play by Michael L. Simmons; photographed by | 


John Bovle. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Constance Moore, Noah 
Beery, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Thurston Hall. Richard Lane, Mabel 
Albertson, Marion Burns, Paul Fix, Byron Fougler, Eddy C. Waller, Charles 
Trowbridge, Edward J. LeSaint, William Moore, Edwin Stanley, Mala, 


| Sandra Kane, Mamo Clark, Princess Luana. 


‘OREGON TRAIL’ (1939-40 release), western serial; produced by Henry 
MacRae; directed by Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; original screen piay 
by George Plympton, Basil Dickey, Edmund Kelso and W. W. Watson; 
photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Louise Stanley, 
Fuzzy Knight, Ed LeSaint, Bill Cody, Jr., Colin Kenny, Jim Toney, Jack C. 
Smith, Charles Stevens, Charles Murphy, Roy Barcroft, James Blaine, 
Charles King, Forrest Taylor. 

‘HERO FOR A DAY,’ formerly titled ‘OLD GRAD,’ produced by Ken 
Goldsmith; directed by Harold Young; screen play by Harold Buchman; 
original story by Matt Taylor; photographed by John Boyle. Cast: Charley 
Grapewin, Anita Louise, Dick Foran, Frances Robinson, Richard Lane, 
Burton Churchill, Samuel S. Hinds, David Holt, Jerry Marlowe, Eddie 
Acuff, Cully Richards, Emma Dunn. 


‘THE PHANTOM CREEPS’ (serial for 1939-40 release), produced by | 


Henry MacRae; co-directed by Ford Beebe and Sau! A. Goodkind; original 
screen, play by. Willis Cooper, George Plympton, Basil Dickey and Mildred 
Barish; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Bela Lugosi, Robert Kent, 
Dorothy Arnold, Regis Toomey. Anthony Averill, Edwin Stanley, Jack C. 
Smith. Roy BParcroit, Eddie Acuff, Forrest Taylor, Edward Van Slean, 


| Karl Hackett, Robert Blair, Jerry Frank. 


‘TROPIC FURY,’ formerly titled ‘FURY OF THE TROPICS’ (1939-45 re- 
lease), meller; produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Christy Cabanie: orig- 


inal story by Maurice Tombragel and Ben Pivar; screen play by Michac ‘ 


(Continued on page 24) 


Arrest Exhibs a 
For Last Fall's 


‘Snow Showings 


——_— —— — 


Montreal, July 25, 

Theatre operators who admitted 
children to showings of ‘Snow White’ 
last fall are now being hauled vp 
before the courts on charges of havy- 
ing violated the provincial by-law, 
which prohibits minors under 16 
from admittance to picture houses, 
There are now 132 cases before the 
local courts. 

Defense of the exhibs is that state- 
ments attributed to Premier Duples- 
sis were published and never denied 
that because of the special character 
of the Walt Disney classic the pro- 
vincial authorities would overlook 
the regulations in the case of ‘Snow 
White.’ 

At the time Premier Duplessis was 
quoted in favor of showing the film 
to minors there were also definite 
indications that the provincial stat- 
ute would be modified so as to per- 


Since then, from accounts, the 
Premier has been obliged to drop all 
plans for modification of the law re- 
garding minors due to pressure from 
religious and welfare organizations. 

Exhibs claimed that they had paid 
higher rentals for ‘Snow White’ be- 
cause of the widely circulated news- 
paper reports that children would be 
permitted to see the film. 

When no official confirmation from 
the provincial legislature was forth- 
coming, the city police proceeded to 
file accustations against those houses 
where minors had been admitted. 

Court is imposing nominal fines in 
consideration of the fact that exhibs 
had not acted in bad faith, but de- 
clared that publication in the press 
does not nullify the law nor relieve 
theatres of the obligation to obey the 
law. 

Prior to the showing of ‘Snow 
White,’ which opened here at the 
Palace in February, 1938, dailies car- 
ried stories from Quebec to the effect 
that minors accompanied by adults 
would be permitted to sce the film 
through special compensation from 
the authorities. 

Efforts to postpone proceedings of 
the lower courts, by an appeal to the 
Superior Court that complaints un- 
i der the law could not be made un- 
|less signed by a representative of 
| the attorney-general, were futile. 





Palace sal Par, B’way, 
Bldg. New Marquees; 
It’s a Legal Must Now 


Two new marquees for Broadway 
houses, the Palace and Paramount, 
follow in the wake of pressure from 
the city authorities to bring all mar- 
quees down to nine feet, with result- 
ant cost to all theatres and, in vir- 
tually every instance, loss to sign 
companies. The Palace will put up a 
streamlined marquee and also mod- 
ernize its lobby. First-run Para- 
mount’s new marquee will be along 
modern lines, designed by Charlie 
Burton, head of the Par mainten- 
ance and engineering department. I! 
will include a new-type glass anc 
lighting that has never been used 








| before, Work begins in about 10 

| days. 

| All N.Y. houses, including the 
smaller places such as the Rialto and 

| Globe, are wn to the prescribed 


nine feet witn their marquees, hav- 
ing removed al! lettering that ex- 
tended on marquee ends beyond this 
} point, as well as a sign superstruc- 
| ture from the middle of the marquee 
| tops that went over the maximum 
| height. Cost of removing the super- 
|fluous signs and lettering has not 
run to much, but complaints are be- 
ing voiced in some operating quar- 
ters, especially where the stage show 
houses are concerned, because of 
difficulties in finding enough room 
to advertise the attractions. Sign 
people are the big losers, together 
| with electric companies supplying 
| juice and union men who change 
fronts. 

| Palace started work on its new 
| marquee Sunday (23), with cere- 
| monies in the lobby of the house 
| Monday afternoon to mark the pass- 
|ing of a lobby entrance familiar to 
|many over years of two-a-dav 
| vaudeville. Stars who had played 
| the Pal in its heyday were on hand 
with the proceedings broadcast ove! 
WMCA at 4 p.m. 


| 
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| nde V. ARIETY PICTURES Wednesday, July 26 26, stan 
' {For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents @ complete chart of feature releases of 
ave ree all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of Da ters Hel 
reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) D 
+ * COPYRIGHT, 1839, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
0 timu ale 12 Rev. im Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key te Type Abbreviations R. T.—Roenning Time Run New Ho 
M~—Meledrama: C—Ceomedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; Mu—Masical uses 
= Rev. | > elias 
Canton, O., July 25. in Li _— UE} : 
Eastern Ohio amusement : parks | RELEASE Var. | =e TYPE ats SALENE 8. T. Wichita, Kas., July 25. 
are turning to free films to help | 5/ 5/12, 39 "426 BLIND ALLEY eee eRe a ar. . Pane t. . Slowthower, 
stimulate patronage during the mid- 39 517 | TELL NO TALES LW Col C. Morris-Beltamy-Dverak RE a srnince Banthrege oe and Southern here, 
week of the fast waning season) Bas | DOWN WYOMING TRAIL wW Mone Tex Ritter. acuta 68 (23), en oe “ hen ger 
: which so far has been none too good 5/10 SOME LIKE IT HOT Cc Par B. Hope-S. Ross-G. Kr KFH ee on 
for many of the resorts. In some THREE TEXAS STEERS w Rep Three Mesquiteers = - The Slowth p 
instances concessionaires, who bene- 67 PANAMA LADY M RKO L. Ball-A, Lane 64 ge gt ggg Sour daughters 
ft from the added patronage, kick 5/10 ROSF OF WASHINGTON SQ. D 20th T. Power-A. Faye-A. Selcon - will assist in the operation of the 
a de ie qreanmeeat to hel eae 5.17 | TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR C | WB | G. Farretl-B, MacLane 58 hc tag gg akg Ann and 
the cost of the filme and projec- | <ss~=a- oan : — - : : —— | —— ivian wi e cashiers, Jeanette and 
we male aia | Fe | keener Woes Om | Be | Geese meee y/o 

Art Mallory, manager of Craig 5/10 HOTEL IMPERIAL D Par I ovita-J. Carroll oe 

Beach park, near Youngstown, offers 4/12 | MAN OF CONQUEST D Rep R. Dix-G. Patrick = Waltams Adding 

free pix nightly except Sundays in| | SOUTHWARD, HO! w Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart Oklahoma City, July 25. 
the beer garden «1 the midway. | 6/21 | BOY FRIEND C 20th J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hymer 5 K. Lee Williams will build a new 
Innovation is catching on and is! : 4 A a U V. McLaglen-T. Brewn-N. Gray : theatre at Fordyce, Ark., with C. E. 
helping to build up biz on slow 6/28 | SWEEPSTAKE’S WINNER Cc Col R. Arlen-M. Marsh-R. Hudson 63 Parker in charge of construction, 
nights. ae onl - | we _WB M,. Wilson-J. Davis 59 | He will take over the Amusu, For- 

At Seccaium park near Bucyrus ; 5/17 | ONLY ANGELS HAVE WINGS —_D sol ; ~~ | 5 | dyee, Aug. 12 and operate it until 
the idea was introduced several 5/26/88 5/24 | BRIDAL SUITE cD McG ye ne te 9 Grant B. Burke = the new house is ready for run, thea 
weeks ago, and, according to the 5/24 | UNMARRIED cD Par B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees = close the Amusu for complete re- 
management, flickers are doing their wie ge lh = Par E. Bergner-W. Lawson 65 | modeling. 
share in helping build up patronage 5/31 | RACKETEERS OF RANGE Ww LJ F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 ere 
through the week. Shows are of- 5/24 THE GORILLA sii C eth George O’Brien-M. Reynolds 62 Rappold’s Newie 
fered out in the open and last about 7/5 THEY ASKED FOR IT CD U — Bros.-A, Louise ’ 65 Columbus, July 25. 

an hour. 5/10 | CAPTAIN FURY D/| UWA ge ng po iamaaaa 61 Work is scheduled to start on a 
Parker Beach, one of the first park | —_ 5/17 _CODE OF SECRET SERVICY® M WB R. Reagan-R. owns Hs new 600-seat theatre on the south- 
execs to use free fil'ss, and «who @/9/ 53 T Cel — side, owned by George and John 
ae he un wetuael’ 6/7 ‘aes eee W | acl, | J,Holt-K. De Mille 61__| Rappold, operators of the Innis. 
has them back at his Chippewa Lake 5/17 | GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE C Par G allen-W. ‘wittlen 7 
park, near Medina, O. Fix are pre- 6/21 | S.0.S.—TIDAL WAVE M Rep K. Sutton-R. Byrd és 2 New Ones in Texas 
i sented two nizhts a week, Mondays 5/24 | GIRL FROM MEXICO 7 cD RKO Lupe Velez-D Woods al Dallas, July 25 
and Fridays, regarded as the leanest 6/14 | JONES FAMILY IN HOLLYWOOD C 20th J. Prouty-S. Byington 60 — S, ni 
acting | INSIDE INFORMATION M ’ _B wo new houses at Ham- 
nights of the week. Adults are as- | MAN WHO DARED D U J. Lang-D. Foran-H, Carey 59 ‘| jlton, Texas, and Purcell, Okla. Ham- 
sessed a dime and children a nickel, | --_———— _— —_—o -|_WB_ | _C. Grapewin-J, Bryan ilton house to seat 500 on one fic P 
ee BR Bt adnate Bond Ln anineaaly oor, 
sound pictures being presented in a 6, 9, 39 5 31 | rey ) Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith open in mid-September. Herold 
large picnic shelter on the midway. 7/19 | pa lnk rn See MARRY? M M-G W. Pidgeon-R, Johnson 61 Stroud, owner; no name picked yet 

Other parks in the district faced 6/7 | UNDERCOVER DOCTOR | um | Mono | A. Nagle-W. Hull. | 6 The Dooley, Purcell, will be owned 
with dwindling crowds the last half 7/12 MOUNTAIN RHYTHM w 4 L. Nolan-J. C. Naish-J. Logan 67 | by State Senator J. C. Nance of the 
of the season are considering in- | 67 | YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D oath 4 pose Mea sag ie | pad Sooner State, will occupy what is 
gues Gee free film policy. p yaa | wae SETS > U | D. Fairbanks, Jr.-B. Rathbone | 98 now a store building, and will seat 

Mi - wer? aes ET 2 WB | CP. Muni-B. Davis-B. Ahern |_125 400 on one floor. 
4 o/s ARZAN FINDS A SO} I 9 iors = 
Reopening inn., Mpls., s 16, 39 oy fa INVITATION TO HAPPINESS D — + Weissmuller-M. O'Sullivan 4 Shulman’s 600-Seater 

i J . : . > F ~ - 

A Break for Indie Pix 67 | GIRLAND GAMBLER S| £8 | Seat mete | CS Windsor, Conn, July 25, 
6/7 | CHARLIE CHAN IN RENO M | seth | Ss. ik ite beeches 65 Attorney Joseph L. Shulman 
aes | _NANCY DREW, TR’BLE SHOOTER D | WB |  Geenetite F. Thomas, Jr. . president of the Websier Theatre 
wihentiiaalie: July 25. 6/23/39 6/21 CLOUDS OVER EUROPE D | ¢ ~ ape = ata gS sem | —_— | Co., of Hartford, 1s constructing a 

Reopening of the 4,000-seat Minne- | °/ ©9/ 6/7 MAISIE cD by 4 L. Olivier-V. Hobson 93 600-seat house here, to include stores 

sota theatre last week gives local 1/5 | GRAND JURY SECRETS .| 2 | SoS a [ane eiiecs, Completed and ready 
independent distributors the best Po | amet tayn« Se, pee Ww Par D Woods E Ver ‘ble o3 Soe STEEN Te ayes GOH af eam 
\ break by far they’ve ever had here. 6/21 | FIVE CAME BACK M RKO C. Morris-W. Awe ag iM eae 

Monogram, Republic and Grand Na- 5/24 | Ss eee BROOKLYN cD 20th A. Faye-W. Baxter-Treacher : ‘ 

tional finally will get first-runs | | _KID FROM KOKOMO Cc _ WB W. Morris-J. Blondel.-P. O’Brien 90 2 New Reading, Pa., Houses 

downtown—something they've never | 6/30/39 oo | PARENTS ON TRIAL D 2s ~ 56 Reading, Pa., July 25 

had before, except very infrequently ‘ 6/28 | GOOD GIRLS GO TO PARIS cD Car 4 Parker-J. B ag tow las a6 Two new theatres in prospect here, 

Sal ox ths’ avin the deal : 6/28 | STRONGER THAN DESIRE cD eo co 7 ba t Mt. P 

Gat ind 15¢ double-feature 7/5 | BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S BRIDE M M-G | W. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-I. Chase 77 | one at Mt. Penn, east end of Reading, 
Palace. The Minnesota, however, is 7/12 WYOMING OUTLAW Ww Par J. Howard-H. Angel-H.B.Warner 55 in borough auditorium under pros- 
taking all the independent product 7/12 SAINT IN LONDON M Rep Three Mesquiteers 58 pective contract to Wilmer & Vin- 
it can get. In fact, thus far it hasn't STUNT PILOT , D — G. Sanders-S. Gray 77 cent. Same firm now erecting a new 
been able to line up anything else. 6/14 | HOUSE OF FEAR M [| 6 oes eee 7@ | theatre in West Reading, at oppo- 
Big house is set for only six weeks | TIMBER STAMPEDE Wi! RKO! G Peete ag te “ site end of the city. West Reading 
as a. actin: aaa: Le am _6/14 | IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU__CD | 20th G  Stuart-S. Erwin-J. “Gale 59 | borough will vote in November on 

ree each of Republic and Mono- 7 | aA WOMAN IS THE JUDGE mt oat Sunday film issue, the new Wilmer 
gram pictures. 1/7/38 7/5 ON BORROWED TIME _ D | co R. Hudson-O. Kruger-Inescort ; 69 |& Vincent house being the only the- 

If other major distributors persist 6/14 MAN ABOUT TOWN Cc | ‘Par J yet D.I E.A iy 95 atre there. 
in their present refusal to make any vse CARSER cD | RKO A. Shirley-E. Ellis-J. aecher 79 Jay Emanuel, Philadelphia, re- 
deals with the independently oper- P 7 oe a THE KID. CD | Rep B. Cabot-R. Byrd-T. Ryan 6g |Ported prospective lessee of 2,200- 
ated house, which is opposition to | Tautetttn was 7 | 20th P. Lorre-V. Field-L. Atwill 65 seat Capitol on Penn street. this city. 

: the six loop Paramount Northwest 7/5 | HELL’S KITCHEN . D U S. Gurie-D. Briggs-E. Arden It closed last month after Walter S. 
' circuit theatres, the Benz interests, }<————— | — | ~~. WB_ | Dead End Kids-R. Reagan 82 | Finch threw up lease after long )iti- 
perating innesot i. ae THE MAN FROM SUNDOWN W ; ee Sm | ; leas g Viti 
operating the Minnesota, have in- (7/14, 39 7/5 THEY ALL COME T : Cel C. Starrett-I. Meredith gation with unions over wage is- 
timated they'll carry the issue into | 7/12 | MILLION DOLLAR LEGS “o | SO | B.Jehesen®, Neel -— 
| the courts. They believe they have 7/5 | SHE MARRIED A COP _ Oe ABE @ +8 y ~~ ede Seen 
us a legal right to buy pictures and 7/5. | SECOND FIDDLE | a | eee bd 
_ think they can force the distributors 7/12 | THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC | We | sa si |N. Y. State Clearances 
to service it. 7/19 | UNEXPECTED FATHER c 4 4 Heifets- J. McCrea-A. Leeds 12@ 

In its efforts to obtain major prod- | ________ | — 7/19 _WATERFRONT M WB i ecgan 0 a he panies = Indefinitely Postponed 
uct, the Minnesota will encounter | 7/21/39 7/19. | BLONDIE TAKES VACATION Cc Gai | P. Singlet << a Due to inability to get the parties 
cuaeidiiien trem inienendieh tales (12 | A. HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER CD | MG | aS SS . oe 68 | together at this time, an indefinite 
borhood exhibitors as well as from | MAN FROM TEXAS w Mono | Tox Ritter = postponement of meetings to consid- 
Par. Indie nabes’ antagonism is 7 baht pA Lalo a dy CD | RKO | B. Breen-A. Mowbray i ints fr 

, S is 7/19 THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD D | | B. *n-A. Mowbray er clearance complaints from Up- 
prompted by fact that Minnesota is 7/19 | NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT Dp Par | A. Tamirofi-L. Nelan-M, Boland 75 jstate N. Y. independents has been 
offering big stage shows, an 18-piece 7/19 | I STOLE A MILLION M | = | A Pouse-2.. Bart. Ginagen 72 | taken. A huddle was to have been 
orchestra and organist at 15 and 30c 7/19 WINTER CARNIVAL C | UA A. hardiness ris ; held during the past week, but some 
scale. For straight subsequent-run | _ 8/21 | DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS cD WB Lane Sisters-J. Garfield. G. Page *) |of the principals involved were ou! 
pictures, nabe houses are getting, for | BE HIND PRIS : — | ——_____—__ . wil Sacll of town or couldn't shift other busi- 

i the most part 25c. A few years ago 7 28, 39 5/17 GOODBYE. aged —” M Col | B.Donlevy-J. Wells-P. Fix ness to attend : 
H they waged a successful fight to force | | ISLAND OF LOST MEN a | = oe ae 116 H. M. Richey director of exhibitor 
4 Mort H. Singer and the Paramount 7/26 | THE SPELLBINDER . cD | ann i . — Wengre. C. Naish-B. Blere relations for RKO; Si Fabian head 
7 3 circuit to raise their prices for stage sia COLORADO SUNSET Ww iseséiRep | G. aoe venti — 64 of the Fabian circuit, in whose fam- 
i} attractions from 40c to 55c. 6/21 THE COWBOY QUARTERBACK - | 20th | S.‘Lempie-K. Scott-M. Leckweed 7 | ily a death occurred last week; Moe 
: se esileaecgc ciate . ee pene Be .. K. . bs | WB B. Wheeler-M. Wilson ; Silver, Albany district manager for 
§ | 8/4/39 HIDDEN POWER cD : 7 —__—___________- | ———-| WB, and Thornton Kelly of Allied 
? how Biz, 1939 Coasrcuanpiy service °b| Ss | x RewcaNmehaanoeMsee® Theatre Owners ot New York, se 
NIGHT WORK. cp M-G | R. Young-F. Rice-F. Craven the individuals now planning to take 
\ Hollywood, July 25. 75 | BACHELOR MOTHER c Par M.Boland-C.Ruggles-J.Mathews up the clearance squawk sometime 
Tt Show at the Lido theatre carried 7/26 | SHOULD HUSBANDS WORK? ° RKO G. Rogers-D. Niven sq | fater. 
2 two features, two shorts, one sneak | E. MAXWELL’S HOTEL WOMEN oe ae d J.Gleas’n-L.Gleas’n-H.Davenpert 71 = 
. 3 preview, one washing machine, one 4/296 | FOUR FEATHERS : —e D ory L. Darnell-J. Ellison-A. Setherm Brower G id J 
He refrigerator and a flock of assorted 7/19 | INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY M WB 4 OBrien A hatte = «eile ponoageny 
kitchen utensils. Program ran five | §/11/39 na ~ | LaDy 5 Pe. ae 4 rien-A. Sheridan 82 Hollywood, July 25. 
hours and 25 minutes. Admish was| / ” OUR $f 4 Geneme D  M-G | R.Taylor-H. Lamarr Otto Brower directs the destinies 
1 | 35¢. oan LAune EN & Par B. Burns-S. Hayward-J. Alien of the Jones Family in its next €pi- 
CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY rf — A Barrat-N. Beery, Jr.- 65: sode, ‘The Little Theatre,” at 20th- 
1@ Acts for 4c MODERN CINDERELLA cD U S eee es ee Weaver Fox. 
Mexico City, July 25, 6/28 | MAN IN IRON MASK > de IO a ton ‘ft , Picture goes before the cameras, 
What is claimed to be North Amer- } SEs} PLAYING WITH DYNAMITE M WB re ” Sus. 1, WHR Spring Byington end 
; ica’s lowest priced stage show en-|§/18 /39 | FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS oo lon a : eee ee ee 
tertainment is being presented at| / / WESTERN (Untitled) w oo E. Fellows-D. Peterson 
the Teatro Lirico here, historic re- THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS oe | ae | oe SS TRACY’S ‘CONSCIENCE’ 
vue house where Lupe Velez got her ROLL, WAGON, ROLL cin i —— Hollywood, July 25. 
ai, Adu to 40. 7/26 | THIS MAN IS NEWS op | te | © ae Alvin Me Lowell. Broadaux 
acne | 7/26 | RENEGADE TRAIL - Hobbs-B. Karnes 74 ee 
Show coraprises 10 acts, featuring F THE KIND MEN MARRY w Par W. Boyd-R. Hayden-G. Hayes 57 and Wells Root are scripting Metros 
iF ee —— STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE Dp | ne | ¢: Lombard-G. Withers-K, Fran ‘The Man on America’s Conscience. 
; 7/19 | EACH DAWN I DIE [i= tama 92 “T Wika ten peony 
A we y-%. ‘ . Walter Ruben producing. 
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No Drought 
|at Paramount! 


“Midnight”...“Union Pacific” 
“Invitation to Happiness’ 
and “Man About Town’... 
All Golden Spring and 
Summer Showers at the 

nation’s box offices! 


AND NOW... 


Hollywood Reporter’s Rambling Reporter reports: 








“Paramount's THE STAR MAKER’ had a sensational preview at the 








Pomona with little Linda Ware, the Rogers discovery, grabbing most 
of the individual praise... managers of the two houses where 
Paramount’s ‘THE CAT AND THE CANARY’ has been sneaked are 


saying that it’s the best thriller they’ve seen...” 


Ko coosouss Ss... oo 


“BEAU GESTE” previewed at exhibitors’ trade siiowings from coast to 








coast has them all raving...theatre operators and customers alike! 
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Advance Production 


‘Continued from page 20) 
photographed by Jerry Ash, Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy 
Devine, beveriy RKuveiis,- Samuel S. Hinas, Lupita Tovar, Lou Mervill, 
Leonard siudie, Nobie Johnson, Adia Kuzne.zul, Charles Lruworiage, 
Milburn Stone, George Humert, Frank Mitchel. 

‘HAWAIIAN NIGHTS’ (1939-40 release) musical comedy; produced by 
Max Golden: directed by Al Rogell; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Stanley Coviez. Cast: Johnny Downs, Constance Moore, Mary 
Carlisle. Eddie Quillan, Thurston Hall, Samuel S. Hinds, Etienne Girardot, 
Robert Emmett Keane, Matty Maineck and orchestra, Frances Robinson, 

1 Kikume, Chief Willow Bird, Princess Luana. ; 

A LONDON BY MIDNIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘THEY CAN’T HANG ME,’ 
mystery meller; produced by Irving Starr; directed by Otis Garrett; 
screen play by Robertson White from novel by James Ronald; photographed 
by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Edmund Lowe, Wendy Barrie, Bruce Lister, 
Welter Kingsford, Forrester Harvey, J. M. Kerrigan, Barlowe Burland, 
Vernon Steele, Reginald Barlowe. 











L. Simmons; 


Chav | 
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credits released; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: John Pavne, Jane 
Wyman, Walter Catlett, Edward Brophy, Max Hoffman, Jr.. Charles Brown, 
John Ridgely, Jimmy O’Gatty, Charles Sullivan, William Haade, Winifred 
Harris. 

‘WATER FRONT,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Terry Morse: no 
writing credits released; photographed by James Van Trees. Cast: Dennis 
Morgan, Gloria Dickson, Marie Wilson, Sheila Bromley, Ward Bond, Arthur 
Gardner, George Lloyd, Aldrich Bowker. 

‘NANCY DREW, TROUBLE SHOOTER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by William Clemens; from original by Caroline Keene; photo- 
graphed by Lou O'Connell, Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John 
Litel, Charlotte Wynters, Aldrich Bowker, Edgar Edwards, Erville Al- 
aerson, 

‘NO PLACE TO GO,’ formerly titled ‘OLD MAN MINICK,’ formerly 
titled ‘NOT WANTED,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Terry Morse; 
screen play by Lawrence Kimble and Fred Niblo, Jr.; adapted by Lee Katz 
from play by Edna Ferber and George S, Kaufman; photographed by 
Arthur Edeson. Cast: Dennis Morgan, Fred Stone, Gloria Dickson, Sonny 
| Bupp, Bernice Pilot, Greta Meyer, Christian Rub, Frank Faylen, Dennie 
Moore, Aldrich Bowker, Charles Haiton, Georgia Caine, William Pawley, 
Gary Owen. 
| “‘TORCHY PLAYS WITH DYNAMITE,’ formerly titled ‘PLAYING WITH 
DYNAMITE,’ formerly titled ‘DEAD OR ALIVE,; produced by Bryan Foy; 


Chaat of Tobacco 


Auctioneer Also Good 
News for the B. 0.5 


Atlanta, July 25. 

With watermelon and peach crop 
money jingling in his jeans, Georgia's 
John Q. Farmer this week begins io 
reap an even greater golden harvest 
as bumper crop of flue-cured tobacco 
moves to market. Today (Tuesday) 
the now familiar chant of the to. 
bacco auctioneer was heard in 58 
warehouses in 15 key cities. Crop 
this year is estimated at 98.800.000 
1bs.—6,000,000 pounds more than jast 


= 





é PERN CINDERELLA,’ produced and directed by Johii M. Stahl; : = ne 
eukel & aa & Coe photographed by John Mescall. Cast: Irene cirected by Noel Smith; screen play by Earle Snell and Charles Belden; etna taneh ee got 
Dunne Charles Bover. Nyvdia Westman, Frances Robinson, Philip Trent, from original story by Scott Littleton; based on characters created by Fred- of 1 at the os . d pe unds 
Myrtis Crynley, Edward Earle, Inez Courtney, Florence Lake, Dorothy erick Nebel; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Jane Wyman, Allen _ teal y produced. A\ erage 
Granger, Helen Lind, Mary Treen, Kitty McHugh. Jenkins, Tom Kennedy, Joe Cunningham, Frank Shannon, George Guhl, | Price in 1938 was 20.34¢ per lb, 

‘THE UNDERPUP’ (1939-40 release), produced by Joe Pasternack; | Shelia Bromley, Eddie Gribbon, Eddie Marr, Edgar Dearing, Aldrich which, if approximated this year, 
directed by Richard Wallace; screen play by Grover Jones, from story by | Bowker, Vera Lewis, William Gould, Cliff Clark, Sidney Bracy, Ruth Rob-| will put close to $20,000,000 into 
I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by Hal Mohr, Cast: Gloria Jean, Nan Grey, | inson, John Harron. pockets of growers from sale of 


mbert C ines. Virginia Weidier, Ann Gillis, Ernest Truex, Doris Lloy d, 
MO OLD ORL AROMA, formerly titled ‘OUTLAWED MARSHAL (1939- 
40 release), western: produced by Albert Ray; directed by Ford Beebe; 
original screen play by Ford Beebe; photographed by Jerry Ash. 
Johnny Mack Brown, Bob Baker, Fuzzy Knight, Anne Gwynne, James 
Blaine. Lane Chandler, Horace Murphy, Robert Kortman, Lloyd Ingraham, 
Charles King, Anthony Warde, Joe Delacruze, Harry Tembrook, The Texas 
RT PERATE TRAILS’ (1939-40), western with songs; produced and di- 
rected by Albert Ray: original screen play by Andrew Dennison; photo- 

raphed by Jerry Ash, Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Bob Baker, Fuzzy 


Cast: ' 


‘A CHILD IS BORN,’ formerly titled ‘GIVE ME A CHILD’ (1939-40 re- 
lease), drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Robert Rossen; photo- 
graphed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn, Gale 
Page, Eve Arden, Johnnie Davis, Gloria Holden, Spring Byington, Henry 
O'Neill, Jean Sharron, Nanette Fabares, John Litel. 
| ‘GANTRY, THE GREAT,’ formerly titled ‘STEEPLECHASE,’ formerly 
titled ‘GANTRY, THE GREAT’; produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Wil- 
liam McGann; no writing credits released; photographed by Ted McCord. 
Cast: Edith Fellows, Jimmy McCallion, Granville Bates, DeWolf Hopper, 
Frankie Burke, Fred Tozere, 
| *FHE DEAD END KIDS AT MILITARY SCHOOL’ 


(1939-40 release), 


weed. 

Prosperity, or ‘good times’ as it is 
called down here, stems from the 
welfare of the rural population, 
When they have money, they spend 
it and pay their bills—and amuse- 
ment biz becomes generally good. 
By the same token, when crops are 
bad or commodity prices low, it isn't 
long before boxoffices take the rap. 


: ann obins ‘ Simps larence Wilson, Ed Cass dy, » F 
night, Frances Robinson, Russell Simpson, C ’ | : 4 . rye Ft < Tobacco, first grown in Georgia 
Fern Emmett. | comedy-drama; produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Clements, for commercial sale in 1917. has 


‘BAD COMPANY,’ formerly titled ‘BRIGHT VICTORY’ (1939-40 release ), 
drama; produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Joseph Santley; no writing 
predits released; photographed by Elwood Bredell. kie Coc 
Freddie Bartholomew, Me'ville Cooper, Dorothy Peterson, J. M. Kerrigan. 

Universal Pix Now in Production 

‘FIRST LOVE.’ drama with music; produced by Joe Pasternak; directed 

y Henry Koster; no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph 
Vlsontine, Cast: Deanna Durbin, Helen Parrish, Robert Stack, Eugene 
Palletie, Lewis Howard, Leatrice Joy, Marcia Mae Jones, Charles Coleman, 
Kathleen Howard, Samuel S. Hinds, Virginia Brissac, Jack Mulhall, Mary 

pen, ; 
ae (1939-40 release), romantic drama with songs; no producer assigned: 
directed by John Brahm; no writing credits released; photographed by Hal 
Mohr. Cast: Sigrid Gurie, Basil Rathbone, Victor McLaglen, Robert Cum- 
mings, Leo Carrillo. ; : 

‘MISSING EVIDENCE’ (1939-40 release), meller; no producer assigned; 
directed by Phil Rosen; no writing credits released; photographed by Mil- 
ton Krasner. Cast: Preston Foster, Irene Hervey, Chick Chandler, Inez 
Courtney. Noel Madison, Joe Downing. 

‘ONE HOUR TO LIVE’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by George 
Yohalem; directed by Harold Schuster; original screen play by Roy 
Chanslor; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Doris Nolan, Charles 


Bickford. Samuel S. Hinds, John Litel, Jack Carr, Robert Emmett Keane, 


Emory Parnell, John Gallaudet. 


Warners 


(1939-40) 





Now Balance to 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘SECRET ENEMY,’ formerly titled ‘ENEMY AGENT,’ meller; produced | 
by Bryan Foy; associate producer, Mark Hellinger; no writing credits; | 
‘directed by Terry Morse; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Boris Karloff, | 








Cast: Jackie Cooper, | 


| no writing credits released; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dead 
_End Kids, Henry O'Neill, John Litel, Cissy Loftus, Frankie Thomas. 
|_ “THE RETURN OF DR. X’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by Bryan 
Foy; directed by Vincent Sherman; no writing credits released: photo- 
_ graphed by Sid Hickox, Cast: Wayne Morris, Lya Lys, Humphrey Bogart, 
Dennis Morgan, Rosemary Lane, John Litel, Huntz Hall, Charley Wilson, 
Virginia Brissac, Spencer Charters 

‘THE LADY AND THE KNIGHY&,’ formerly titled ‘THE KNIGHT AND 
THE LADY’ ‘Technicclor); executive prceducer, Hall B. Wallis: associate 
| producer, Robert Lord; directed by Michael Curtiz: screen play by Norman 
| Reilly Raine and Aeneas MacKenzie; from the play, ‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ 
| by Maxwell Anderson; photographed by Sol Polito; associate photographer, 
| W. Howard Greene, Cast: Bette Davis, Errol Flynn, Oliva de Havilland, 
| Alan Hale, Vincent Price, Donald Crisp, Henry Stephenson, Henry Daniell, 
| Guy Bellis, Robert Warwick, Keith Kenneth, Nanette Fabares, Rosella 
| Towne, James Stephenson, John Sutton, Maris Wrixon. 
| ‘CAREER MAN’ (1939-40 release), drama; Hal B. Wallis, executive pro- 
ducer; associate producer, Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon: screen 
play by James Hilton, Warren Duff and Frank Donoghue; adapted by 


| Robert Buckner from the Katherine Brush novel, ‘Glitter’; photographed | 


| by Charles Rosher. Cast: Joel McCrea, Jeffry Lynn, Frank McHugh, Nana 
Bryant, Lionel Royce, Howard Hickman, Stanley Ridges, Martin Kosleck, 
lenry Victor, Willy Kaufman, john Hamilton. 

| “THE ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES,’ formerly titled ‘BATTLE OF 
/} CITY HALL,’ comedy-drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate 
| producer, Max Siegel; directed by Ray Enright: no writing credits released; 
| photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: ‘Dead End’ Kids, Ronald Reagan, 
Ann Sheridan, Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, Berton Churchill, Edu- 
ardo Ciannelli, Franklin Pangborn, Bernard Nedell, Egon Breecher, Henry 
O’Neill, Minor Watson, Jackie Searle, Marjorie Main, Sara Padden. 

| ‘THE COWBOY QUARTERBACK,’ formerly titled ‘LIGHTHORSE 





‘NANCY DREW AND THE HIDDEN STAIRCASE,’ produced by Bryan 
| Fov; directed by William Clemens; screen play by Kenneth Gamet: based 
| on the Nancy Drew stories by Carolyn Keene; photographed by L. William 


taken rank next to cotton as state's 
most valuable money crop. Auction 
sessions that started today wil! con- 
tinue five days per week until laiter 
part of August. Celebrations, with 
carneys providing amusements, 
marked the opening of the auctions 
in practically all of the key spots 
where warehouses are located, and 
money was being spent freely. 





Oklahoma Looks Up 
Oklahoma City. July 25. 
Better farm conditions, a more 
economically operated state govern- 
ment than for many years in the 
past, and a hope of better business 
nationally are combining to bring 
the favorable outlook for fall and 
winter b.o. grosses in Oklahoma. 
After seven weeks of so-so figures 
at the boxoffice local business has 
shown signs of pickup and exhibi- 
tors are looking forward to good fall 
business. The same holds good gen- 
erally for the entire state. 





f Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories In| HARRY,’ comedy-drama; supervised by Mark Hellinger for Bryan Foy 4 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | unit; directed by Noel Smith; no writing credits released; photographed by Roy Rogers Rolls High 
Promised pleted ing — — — | Ted McCord. Cast: Bert Wheeler, Marie Wilson, Gloria Dickson, Eddie B d R . 
ree aah 48 1 3 1 2 Foy, Jr., DeWolf Hopper, Jr., Charles Wilson, Trevor Bardete, William 
_— Demarist, Don Turner, Max Hoffman, Jr. u geteer at epublic 





Hollywood, July 25. 
‘Wall Street Cowboy,’ first of the 





: ; A pha : arq | O'Connell. Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John Litel, Vera/,. 
Margaret Lindsay, Holmes Herbert, Maris Wrixon, Bruce Lester, Leonard Fawis, Loulee Garter. William Gould, Frank Orth, Renie Riano, Fred | higher budget sagebrushers for Roy 
MI NIGHTINGALE’ (1939-40 release) meller-with song; associate pro- | Tozere. Dick Elliott, John Ridgely, DeWolf Hopper, Creighton Hale, Frank | Rogers, is rolling at Republic. Wesi- 
. , naa iw ae Amv: no writing | Mayo. Don Rowan, George Guhl. lern star’s future films will use up 

ducer, Mark Hellinger for Bryan Foy; directed by George aay, we pha — | ‘DUST BE MY DESTINY’; executive producer. Hal B. Wallis; associate, | around $70,000 each. 
Sannin mtr mere “e={ Lou Edelman; directed by va Seiler; no at ber aoe ae pnote- | Rogers recently returned from 
BE: == | graphed by Arthur Edeson. ast: John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, en Jen- | gig} ; ‘sonal appear 
Es f:| kins, Jane Bryan, Billy Halop, Bobby Jordon, Stanley Ridges, ee ee sa ciniaiaiatiate 
F3 CW Or eatres ¢:| Armetta, Priscilla Lane, replacing Margo Stevenson, Arthur Aylsworth, . ati 
be == | Walter Miller, Charley Grapewin. ey ; 
ee MMMM =| ‘FE NDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY,’ formerly titled ‘DEVIL ON WHEELS,’ Ray Corrigan Personaling 

i. a iT | OL OL titled ‘THE ROARING CROWD,’ formerly titled ‘THE ROARING Charlotte, N. C.. July 25 





Le aC RE 
THERE’S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 























| ROAD’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis: 
| directed by Lloyd Bacon; no writing credits released; photographed by Sid 


Gaudio. Cast: Paul Muni, Dolly Haas, Flora Robson, Una O'Connor, Ray- 








“ANDY HARDY GETS 
SPRING FEVER’ 


A Warner Bros, Hit 


STRAND 


Tn Person 

















mond Severn. 


Willard Robertson, Robert Strange, Billy Wayne, Eddie Kane. 
| Jackson, John Ridgely, Burgess Meredith. 
‘THE ROARING TWENTIES,’ formerly titled 


Tommy 


‘THE WORLD MOVES 
































associate producer, Max Siegel; | 
|‘Three Mesquiteers’ horse operas— 


Ray Corrigan—Tucson’ of the 


i Hickox. eg 3 hcg em ag Sos a hy Ann Sheridan, Frank | js jn the Carolinas on 2 p.a. tour. 
McHugh, Ronald Reagan, Granville Bates, Regis Toomey, me ° RAT ag res 
| “THE OLD MAID, drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis: associate | vee oe ae 
| producer, Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund Goulding; screen play by | ee wee Seen WOSers pay 
Casey Robinson from play by Zoe Akins; photographed by Tony Gaudio. | © to take advantage of a picture 
Cast: Bette Davis, Miriam Hopkins, Humphrey Bogart, Jane Bryan, Cissy ; T¢putation here in the textile towns 
<i He Loftus, Donald Crisp, Jerome Cowan, Frank Darien. where they pack a theatre to se€ a 
| ‘HOBBY FAMILY,’ family drama; produced by Gordon Hollingshead for! mustang film player. Others just 
Brvan Foy unit; directed by William McGann; no writing credits released; | ahead of Corrigan have been Smith 
photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Henry O'Neill, Gabriel Dell, Jean! Banew Ken Maynard, Bob Baker 
Sharon, Irene Rich, Fred Tozere, John Ridgeley, Aldrich Bowker, Jackie and Ro: ll ‘ag ’ 1% 
: Moran, Larry Williams. y Hogers. 
Warner Pix Now in Preduction —— = 
‘ON YOUR TOES’ (1939-40), musical; executive producer. Hal B. Wallis;! Herscher-Gilbert’s WB 
associate producer, Robert Lord; directed by Rav Enright: from the Rod- | . : 
gers and Hart musical; photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast rina, Song Suit Settled in .. 
Eddie Albert, Gloria Dickson, Frank McHugh, Alan Hale, James G on, ! ay ae 
RADIO | Queenie Smith, Leonid Kinsky, Erik Rhodes, Berton Churchill, Paul Hurst, —— pve nie July 2 
“ia Curt Bois, Gregory Gaye, Bert Hanlon, Eddie Conrad, Alex Melesh. ut-of-court settlement was mace 
ciry MUSIC HALL | Tomorrow ‘SMASHING THE MONEY RING,’ formerly titled ‘QUEER MONEY’ | by Warners in the $50,000 damage 
"WINTER pe enasy | (1939-40 release), meller; produced by Williaim Jacobs for Bryan Foy unit;! suit brought by songwriters Louis 
Today on Screen | . » fg | directed by Terry Morse; no writing credits released; photographed by Lou | Herscher and Robert Gilbert charg- 
; ‘ “TARZAN FINDS | sepiness” B| O'Connell: Cast: Ronald Reagan, Margot Stevenson, Eddie Roy, Jr., Joseph ing suppression of their song. ‘Gar- 
CARNIVAL A SON | oe Siem Downing, Elliott Sullivan, Max Hoffman, Jr. den of tt M ; . ” 
: On Stage | rate Waller | ‘WE ARE NOT ALONE,’ drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; asso- | a a Seen , 
Spectacular Stage Productions Gertrude Niesen-Rita Rio | & His Orch, J | ciate producer, Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund Goulding: screen play | Plaintiff named Warners, Harms, 
& Oreh.-Menny Youngman | Others by Milton Krims; from novel by James Hilton: photographed by Tony | Musie Publishers Holding Corp., Al 


| Dubin, Johnny Mercer, Harry War- 
| ren and Jean Herbert in Federal 


. Air-Conditioned 20,000 YEARS IN SING SING,’ meller: executive producer, He’? B.| court suit asserting their tune was 

i Held Over! 2nd Week! Wallis; associate producer, Samuel Bischoff; directed by Anatole Litvalz: | suppressed in Sete o* Bice “a 
ii NEY * screen play by Courtney Terrett and Robert Lord from a story by Warden |} ; P ‘ ss Pad, 
4 CAGNEY against RAFT 2nd Week! - Lewis E. Lawes, Wilson Minzer and Brown Holmes: photographed hv Arthur | same title written by Dubin, Mer- 
“EACH DAWN I DIE” Hardy Family Nit! Breedwar @ Sict Rtrect Edeson. Cast: John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, Ann Sheridan, Jerome Cowan, | ©&% €@nd Warren, and used in War- 


'ners’ ‘Garden of the Moon.’ 





20TH-FOX’s H.0. REVAMP 


EDDY DUCHIN Lewis * Mickey ON’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis: associat ‘oducer, S: 
sais cavaaies wt lh st A etre-Gelduyn-Mayer Plature. Bischoff; directed by Raoul Walsh; screen play by Earl deidwia und Fresk | New home office quarters for 
Aha ttn 6 A Donoghue from a story by Mark Hellinger; photographed by Ernie Haller. | 29th-Fox production and story de- 
: , Cast: James Cagney, Priscilla Lane, Humphrey Bogart. Jeffrey Lymn, Frank | partments will be set up ready for 
: : ae McHugh, Joe Sawyer, Gladys George, Rebert Elliott, Elisabeth Risdon. occupancy around Sept. 1, in the 
3. SECOND ae sei Air-Conditioned + a eee | quarters occupied by the publicity 
a 3 és Magnificent . ,_. Semweartss Fim department. Latter now has its own 
t The as Woody Continues from ‘9 a.m. Jascha Heifetz Maurice Schwartz's Yiddish film | building adjoining the old space 
- Prices, 25¢ to | p.m. j . $ , ; S - , 
a Frau Herman O'eay and 45th St 1 ste Show 11:20 pm Nigntls “They Shall ave Music” production of ‘Tevya,’ Scholem | Private offices for Joe Moskowitz, Joe 
= 3 A Paramoont Picture and Band Rob D in M-G-M’ Y Aleichem’s stage hit of a dozen years! Schenck and Darryl Zanuck, when- 
/ _ (with Jerry obert Donat in -U-NVIS With Andrea Leads—Joel MecCrea— J / ago, has gone into work at the Bio- | ever latter two come east for con- 
Akim Tamiroff | Colonna | 6000 BYE MR. CHIPS os Reynolds—Walter Brennan graph Studios, Bronx. N. Y. Schwartz | ferences, will also be arranged. 
de = ~ ‘ dined Snirees «© RIVOLE ~—s Broadway [lis star, Miriam Riselle featured. | Story department under Franklyn 
j _ with Greer Garson @ Srd MONTH at 49th St. Schwartz i “ti : 7; : 
Pp ARAM OUNT TIMES — Doors Oven 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS Schwartz is also directing and did| Underwood is now quariered et 
SQUARE the screen script | Radio City. 
- 
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Commonwealth Takes Over All 4 
Houses in One Town; Theatre Moves 


 — 


Kansas City, July 25. 
Commonwealth Amus. Corp. of 
Kansas City has taken over super- 
vision of all four theatres in Law- 


rence, Kans. Formerly two of the 
houses belonged to the Griffith- 
Dickinson chain which now has 


houses in Oklahoma, Missouri, Kan- 
sas and Nebraska. | 

Lawrence houses will operate as a 
unit independent of the parent |e an 
company although technically mem- 
bers of the Commonwealth circuit, 
Actual operation of the houses is 
directed by corporation of 35 Law- 
rence businessmen which leases 
them, but books through Common- 
wealth. More than 40 houses in 
Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and Arkan- 
sas are controlled by Commonwealth. 
Cc. C. Schultz, interested in the local 
Republic exchange franchise, is chief 
of Commonwealth. i 

Expected that changes similar to 
those if, Lawrence will soon be made 
in about six other cities where Dick- 
fnson and Commonwealth are both 
entered in the situation. Likely that 
three towns will be given over to 
Griffith-Dickinson with Common- 
wealth gaining complete control in 
three others. Forthcoming changes 
are likely to involve straight sale of 
interests rather than a related cor- 
poration such as now exists in 
Lawrence. 

Lawrence is site of Kansas Uni- 
versity and is located about 40 miles 
west of here. 

Shea Acquires Two More 
Canton, O., July 25. 

Shea Theatre Corp., operators of 
the Bexley, Dover, took over the 
Nugent and State there under terms 
of an agreement whereby they se- 
cure a lease that has six years to 
run from next Sept 1. Shea pur- 
chased the lease and equipment from 
Roscoe Spidell and Chester Huprich, 
latter to remain as manager of the 
two houses. In accord with the 
Spidell-Huprich schedule, the 
Nugent has been closed for the sum- 
me! 

The Grand, only dark house here, 


will be reopened in early fall. 
House for several years maintained 
a burlesque policy and last winter 
housed repertoire for 16 weeks. 


Policy for the new season is still in- 
definite. 

The Empress, Whitehouse, opera- 
ted by F. J. Sipher, closed for re- 
mainder of summer. 

Recently remodeled Olentangy 
theatre, Columbus, formerly the Pic- 


cadilly, reopened under banner of 
Virgil A. Jackson and John Murphy, 
who also operate the Uptown, 


Goodale and Wilmar there. 
Hendricks to Texas 
Lincoln, July 25. 
Alvin Hendricks, formerly man- 
ager of Varsity, resigned and went 
to Texas. Will be replaced (1) by 
Harold Hellerich Hellerich’s leav- 
ing the Lincoln Theatre Corp. to go 


to the opposish resulted in Harvey 
Travior moving from assistant at 
Nebraska to top spot at Lincoln. 

F. E. Klein, Shelby, Neb., has 
closed the Sun for the summer. He 


recently 


Neb., to J 


sold his Muse, Osceola, 
B. Logan here. 

Mrs. Leola Schuler. Humboldt, 
Neb., sold half interest in her Hum- 
boldt to Oscar Hanson, former RKO 
salesman. Together they bought the 


Plaza. Humboldt, from D. I. Franks | 
and closed it indefinitely 
Ralph Olson, former RKO sales- 


man in Omaha, also with Universal, 


has been shipped to Des Moines for 
RKO. 


{be completely 





Mechanics lien was slapped on 
Lincoln Theatres Corp. (J. H. 
Cooper's Co. here), Western & 
Southern Life. as operator and 
owner of the Nebraska. for $6,155.67. | 
plus 6 from April 5 Contractor, | 
W. J. Assenmacher Co., claims al-| 
terations contract was for $21,400, of | 
which all but 15% was to be paid | 
upon completion of job. Rest was | 
to come in within 30 days. Assen- 
macher re-did the old Orpheum, 
Which onened early this year as the 
Nebraska , 

a N. Youngeclaus has sold the 
Grand. favenna, Neb.. to Dick Ly- 


Singer, who also has the Ansley, in 
Ansley. Neb. Youngelaus has the 
Empress and Island, in Grand Island. 


Ra'ph Ripps in Albany 
Albany, N. Y., July 25. | 
Ralph Ripps, brother of Herman 
Inps, transferred by Metro from 
the Albany to Jersey territory as | 
salesman, is new assistant booker at | 





local branch. Shifted from the | 
Midwest to replace Ralph Lands- 
naen 

Clary’s New House | 


San Antonio, July 25. 

A. L. Clary signed 10-year lease on | 

@ building which will be remodeled | 

9 theatre at Alice, Tex., seating 
00. 


Long-Griffith which owns the Rita 
®™d Queen, Victoria, Tex., are build- | 
‘ns another house there. Work 
started on July 15; will seat 1,200. 

The Rivoli, San Bénito, Tex., will 


air-conditioned and 
remodeled according to E. F. Brady, 
manager. 

New film house, to be built at 
Bracketville, Texas, will seat 950. 

Rex, Alice, Texas, to be enlarged 
to seat 900. 

Screen Ads Back 
Spartanburg, S. C., July 25. 

Screen advertising, dropped for 
several months by four local Wilby- 
Kincey houses, has been resumed. 
Taxes imposed on such advertising 
was major factor in cancellation. 

Andy Hutchison, formerly Lenoir, 
N. C., city manager for Wilby-Kin- 
cey, transferred to Anderson, S. C., 
in same capacity. 
aged State and Strand here. C. E. 
Stone, former State manager, to 
Wilson, N. C., as Carolina head. 

Acquires Two in Cleve. 
Pittsburgh, July 25. 

Ben Cohen, of Pittsburgh, has 
purchased Savoy and Superior thea- 
tres in Cleveland from Myer Kap- 
lan, transfer becoming effective first 
of month. Kaplan will continue to 
buy and book product for two spots, 
at the same time retaining owner- 
ship of Crown, Cleveland. 

John Finnegan, assistant to Bob 
Leiber of Paramount in Braddock, 
promoted to managership of Grand, 
Hazelwood. Both houses owned by 
M. N. Shapiro and Archie Fineman. 

Nathan Rosen, city exhibitor for 
many years, has moved to Coral 
Gables, Fla., and will make his 
permanent home there on account of 
ill health. He's been there now for 


Formerly man- | 
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! 

‘about four months.. Rosen, how- 
ever, is retaining his interest with 
Harry Hendel in the New Granada 

i here. 


turning to Cleveland, where he was 
a former film man. 

Strand, in nearby Zelionople, Pa., 
; operated for six years by Penova 
Theatre Co. and only recently taken 
over by Alpine circuit, just been dis- 
posed of to William Thomas, who 
|runs one house in Lowellsville, O., 
and is also in the restaurant busi- 
; ness in New Castle, Pa. House, now 
, closed for renovations, reopens in 
fall. 


Frank Firestock, New Cumber- 


| land, Pa., exhibitor, plans new the- | 


'atre there. 
| Directors of MPTO of Western 
Pennsylvania have set Oct. 23-24 for 
annual convention here. Group's 
yearly summer corn roast at exhib- 
itor Dr. C. L. Herman’s farm in Car- 
negie will be held Aug. 6. 

Plans are being made by Local No. 
171, IATSE,. for big celebration in 
| September marking 30th anniversary 


of union’s organization in Pitts-| 
burgh. It was one of first in coun- | 
; try. 


Just an Anxious Fan 
Seattle, July 25. 


| 
i 
' 


| currently at the Music Box, so badly 
that he tried to break into the house. 
| He was in so much of a hurry that 
| he would not wait his turn in the 
line. However, Ron Kelly, house 
!manager, informed the customer 
| with the chip on his shoulder that 
| he'd have to fall in line. He retal- 


| iated with a sock on Kelly’s jaw, that | 
and then! 


| staggered 


the manager, 
rushed past the door and down the 
| aisle. Kelly followed, grabbed him 
'and threw him out, to the cheers of 
| the waiting line. 


{ 


! John Von Herberg, Jr., new assist- | ter presentation is scheduled to take 


Bill Twig has resigned as assistant | 
booker at RKO exchange here, re-| 


A patron wanted to see ‘Mr. Chips,’ | 


ant booker to LeRoy Johnson, gen- 
eral manager of Jensen-Von Her- 
_berg theatres here. 


Robertsens Add 2 
Columbus, July 25. 
Mrs. John Robertson, 


Mr. and 


| 
| 
} 
} 


Owners of the houses in Bainbridge | 


and Osborn, have signed leases for 
two additional ones. After Aug. 


they will operate the Linda, Shaw- | 


nee, and the Delwyn, New Straits- 
ville. The Linda, to be renamed the 
Shawnee, was operated by Elias 





Belair Reopening 
Wilmington Delt., July 25. 

Rialto, independent, closed for re- 
modeling, reopens Aug. 18. A. J. 
Belair, proprietor, recently obtained 
injunction against picketing by pro- 
jectionist local. Chancellor ruled 
there as no strike in progress since 
| discharged projectionists had 
cepted other jobs. 


Grove in New House 
Charlotte, N. C., July 25. 
The Dilworth, Charlotte’s newest, 
| opened July 15, seating 526. 
| Glenn Grove, formerly assistant of 


ac- | 


Hatem; the Delwyn by Chris Davey. | 


| 
| 





!the Carolina, made manager of the} 


| new theatre, and D 


}mer doorman and chief usher at 
; Carolina, promote‘ to succeed 
Grove. 


Shubert Renamed 

Newark, July 18. 
| Shubert being remodeled and re- 
named the Adams. It was last oper- 
| ated on a vaudfilm policy with name 
| bands by Eddie Sherman; now a 
, Paramount affiliate. 


Atlanta’s Variety Club 
Atlanta, July 25. 

| Atlanta Variety Club, Tent No, 21, 

| formally dedicated its quarters in 

| Henry Grady hotel last week. Char- 


ner Sitton, for- | 





erento Soeee es — | 

place Sept. 14, to be featured by 

gala ball. There are 145 charter 
members. 

First drink across club’s bar on 


occasion of formal opening of quar- 
ters was auctioned off and knocked 
down to highest bidder for $175. 

Officers are William K. Jenkins, 
chief barker: Harry Ballance and 
Charles FE. Kessnich, assistant chief 
barkers; E. E. Whitaker, property 
man; R. E. Wilby, dough guy; John 
T. Ezell, W. A. Finney, Harold F., 
Wilkes, R. L. McCoy, Walter Ander- 
son and Paul Wilson, directors 


Philly’s Film Pioneers 
Philadelphia, July 25. 
Organization of a branch of the 
*25-Year Club,’ which Jack Cohn of 
Columbia has started in New York, 
is expected to take place here. 
Among local film pioneers eligible 
by reason of a quarter of a century 
or more in the film business are Pop 
Korson, Ben Amsterdam, Al Boyd, 
Abe Sablosky, Lou Sablosky, Frank 
Buhler, Earle Sweigert and Mike 
Lessy. 


Lownes to Syracuse 
Buifalo, July 25. 

Syracuse Strand resumes opera- 
tion Sept. 1. Vic Lownes, former 
manager of Victoria here, will be in 
charge. 

Jubilee, Cohen & Schwartz's Black 
Rock nabe, burglarized of candy 
stock and cash on hand last week. 

Howard McPherson has left Re- 
public as booker, William Allbach, 
former assistant booker at Para- 
mount, replacing hi Leo Murphy 
has joined Rep saies covering Syra- 
cuse and Rochester. 

Frank Wyczalek, operator of the 
Artistic, closed for the summer, un- 
derwent an appendectomy. 

Nat Marcus, former Syracuse 
salesman for Republic at Syracuse, 
promoted to manager of Buffalo 
branch office. 
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MUSICAL PROGRAMS 


ie New HW orld Ensemble at the Ford Exposition 


—— 


ad 


candies AanaAnKAAN 


bb! lalaince's pete: —digesare Si. 


rr * F 


Hear Grofé’s New World Ensemble at the Ford Exposition 


@ More comment, intere 


siasm than has greeted 


instrument! That's what the Hammond 


Novachord has aroused in 


months since it was introd 


scarcely believe your own ears when you 


hear this amazing instrum 


effects similar to the violin, harpsichord, 


In Ne 
See and hear t 


HAMMON 


STUDIOS 


50 W. 57th Street - Telephone Circle 6-2290 


st and enthu- flute. cornet, cello, HH 


any musical French horn... 


the few short 
uced. You will 


ent producing 


interest at the New 


w York 
he Novachord at 


D ORGAN 


and many others! 
With four Novachords to work with. 
and a Hammond Organ, Ferde Grofe has 
extended himself in creating arrange- 
ments and effects which are generally 
admitted to be one of the high points of 


Street 


awatian steel outtar, 


York \ orld’s Fair. 


Don't miss it. You've never heard any- 
thing like the New World Ensemble . . 
and the enthusiastic crowds at the Ford 
Exposition give abundant evidence of 
their enjoyment. 

Mr. Grofé and the Ensemble play 
daily, except Monday, from 2:00 P.M. 
to 5:00 P. M.. and from 7 till 10. 


Outside New York 


UU TITEOE IIE iii iii iii iii iii ii iil hehehe 


Hammond Instrument Co., 2947 N. Western Avenue, Chicago 


Please tell me where 1 can sec and hear the Novachord. 


Name 


City 


State 
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Broun to N. Y. Post? 


Old N. Y. World men gravitating | 
to the N. Y. Post, with the paper, 
now under control of George Backer, 
beginning to resemble the famed 
Pulitzer sheet by virtue of personnel 
and a broadened liberal policy. 

F.P.A. (Franklin P. Adams), col- 
umnist on the old World, had re- 
sumed his Conning Tower in the 
Post before Backer’s takeover. But) 
since then Rollin Kirby, 





World's 
editorial cartoonist, has joined the | 
Post, and now Louis Weitzenkorn | 
also on the paper. And Heywood 
Broun has made a bid for a column- | 
ing job! Broun application is indi- 
rect. Ad which appeared in the ‘Sit- 
uations Wanted’ of the Post read: 
‘Newspaper man of 31 years’ experi- 
ence is desirous of job. Has worked 
as reporter, copyreader, rewrite, 
book reviews, dramatic critic, war 
correspondent, sports writer, col- 
umnist and briefly as publisher. of 
neat appearance, although labor agi- 
tator. Not sure of recommendation 
from present post. No reasonable 
offer will be refused.’ 

Giving a box number in Stamford, 
Conn., Broun’s place of residence, ad 
was readily identified as his. Queried, 
Broun admitted the ad was his and 
said he had inserted it ‘half in earn- 
est, half in jest.” Broun’s five-year 
contract as columnist with the N. Y. 
World-Telegram expires in Decem- 
ber, and no negotiation so far either 
on his part or the paper’s for a re- 
newal. 

Recently Broun, in reminiscing on 
his newspaper career, said to have 
declared thi: his idea of heaven was 
the old N. Y. World editorial offices. 
Hence, everything in connection with 
tte Post considered, Broun’s ad in 
the paper may have been consider- 
ably more in earnest than in jest. 

At the offices of the Post they deny 
either giving or getting a bid for 
Broun’s services upon the expi: ation 
of his contract with the World-Tele- 
gram. Broun currently in San Fran- 
cisco, in advance of the opening of 
the American Newspaper Guild con- 
vention in that city. 

On the strength of the Broun ad, 
David O. Selznick is also reported 
having made him a Hollywood bid. 








Another Hearst Demise 


Another link in the once mighty 
Hearst chain faded from the news- 
paper scene Monday (24) with con- 
solidation of the Syracuse (N. Y.) 
Journal and the Syracuse American, 
its affiliated Sunday sheet, and the 
Syracuse Herald. 

The man behind the gun in the 
consolidation is Samuel I. New- 
house, Long Island and Newark, N. 
J., publisher, who purchased the 
Journal and American from. the 
Hearst chain, bought the Herald 
from its principal owner, Mary 
Jenkins, and then consolidated the 
two to blanket the afternoon field in 
Syracuse. It had been an open se- 
cret that the Herald was slowly be- 
ing pushed to the wall and that 
the Journal was a potential money- 
maker, in 


by Hearst subsidiaries for their va- 
rious features, INS service, etc. 

Hearst interests first hinted The 
Journal was for sale last March. 
At that time Louis Burrili, pub- 
lisher of the paper, a post he had 
inherited from his father, once its 
owner, was an active bidder. The 
deal was dropped, however, with a 
change in the Hearst general man- 
agement. Burrill thought that sale 
was Out of the question until he 
discovered two weeks ago that sev- 
eral parties were scouting the prop- 
erty. He made frantic efforts then 
to buy the sheet, but found the 
Newhouse deal for both papers so 
far advanced that he could not 
stop it. 

As part of the deal, Miss Jenkins 
enacted a promise that Newhouse 
take care of her staff. As a result, 
some 500 Journal employees are 
left jobless. Some dismissal bonus 
plan is now being worked out, al- 
though Saturday was the last pay- 
day for most. 

Syracuse now becomes another 
town with but two papers, the Post 
Standard continuing in the morning 
realm. The P. S. is likeliest pur- 
chaser of The Journal plant, the 
new paper being printed in the mod- 
ern Ierald plant erected some 10 
years ago. 





Times Men Rap Guild 


Although it’s professed time and 
again to have no quarrel with the 
American Newspaper Guild, 
American Press Society, in current 
new solicitation of memberships, 
roundly raps the Guild. Society puts 
the Guild on the pan by way of 
proving its own claimed worth, but 
rap is there just the same. 

‘When the American Newspaper 
Guild was organized it set out to 


| be hn independent professional jour- 


the red each year only | 
because of the fancy prices taken | 


| $11,211 as having been paid to him in 


Howdy, Alice 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Alice Duer Miller met Alice 
b. G. Miller for the first time 
last week at Metro, where the 
former is scripting ‘Lover Come 
Back to Me’ and the latter is on 
the lot’s writing staff. 

They had been reading each 
other’s mail for years. 


nalistic association’ reads statement 
sent out by Oliver Holden, of the 
N. Y. Times, exec director of the 
society. ‘Growth was sloy. and dues 
collection difficult. Discouraged, its 
organizers sought a subsidy, first 
from the A.F.L. then from the C.1.O, 
They got the subsidy and with it an 
obligation to fight all of labor’s bat- 
tles, regardless of merit. From the 
day the Guild’s organizers gave way 
to discouragement the Guild’s march 
out of the newsroom, in member- 
ship and in the causes it advocates, 
has been rapid and sometimes vio- 
lent. 











Newspaper Guild’s Frisco Meet 


Annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Newspaper Guild for 1939 opens 

‘For its course the Guild has been in San Francisco on Monday (31) and 
severely criticized. But its organ- will continue until Aug. 4. Conclave 
izers bought for it a strength which, will unofficially carry over for an 
has been growing. Today the Guild! extra day, Aug. 5 having been de- 
has 108 contracts, and where it wins clared Guild Day at the San Fran- 
a contract there it stays, even though cisco International Exposition. 
its own members wurn against it.| Busines sessions morning and 
Dues and assessments, with strike’ afternoon at the Fairmont Hotel, 
and other contributions, run as high! with social events for each of the 
as $100 a year per member in some evenings. Opening night of the con- 
places and where there is a Guild’ vention there will be a cocktail party 
shop members pay or lose their at the Fairmont; annual banquet 
jobs.’ ; : |\Wednesday night; San Francisco 

Statement then goes into Society’s press Club party Thursday night, and 
claimed virtues, sharply contrasting puffet supper tendered by the Cali- 
them with the alleged shortcomings | fornia Commission of the Exposition 
0. the Guild, lon Friday night. 


: | 
Besides Holden, two other N. Y. American Newspaper Guild Auz- 


aad Raga Annoy ee Baiety S| itiary will coincidentally hold its first 
‘ . ’\/convention, with business sessions 


: | 
= er Gee |skedded for afternoon of the opening 
N. Y. Times has informed the Guild day and morning of the second. 

that it will never under any cir- 
cumstances agree to a Guild shop on 
the paper, 








Blurb Intellectualism 

William Hebert is writing a chap- 
ter on publicity for the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, the first disserta- 
tion on free space-grabbing to ap- 
pear in the monumental skull round- 
up. Assignment was arranged by 
Walter Yusy, Britannica’s editor-in- 





Gannett’s ‘Discouragement’ 


National Labor Relations Board 
has ordered the Gannett Co. of Al- 
bany, N. Y., to ‘stop discouraging’ 
membership of its employees in the 


Tri-City Newspaper Guild of Al- chief, on his recent visit to Holly- 
bany, Troy and Schenectady, at. the | W004. ; 

same time dismissing a complaint| Hebert is head boaster for Selz- 
against the Times Publishing Co. of nick-International. 





Detroit, publisher of the Detroit 
Times, ruling there was no conclu- 
sive evidence the paper had dis- 
charged an employee because of its | formed by Paul R. Jones, formerly 
Newspaper Guild activity. with McNaught Syndicate. Taking 


Board's order to the Gannett Co. /on Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood daily 
directed the reinstatement of four lcolumn of film chatter as a starter. 


editorial employees in Albany, Aus- | New organization to be known as the 
tin J. Seannell, Joh.. Wanhope, | Jones Syndicate, with Jones as prez, 


Harry E. Christman and Roy A./,ng F. H. Graham v.p. Mrs, E. M 
Mowers, declaring them to be active! sone, wife of he naw syndicate’s 


Guild members and to have been head. is editor. 


discharged for union activities. Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood previ- 


Complaint against the Detroit F 
, ously handled by Esquire Features 
Times alleged that Leon A. Evarts, since its inception around two years 


Paul R. Jones’ Syndicate 
New newspaper syndicate has been 








ocr a, rn — Perse = | ago. Jones ready to close for a num- 
Guild. Charge was denied by the ber of outlets for the feature, includ- 


paper. ing one in N. Y. 








LITERATI OBITS 


Arthur J. Baldwin, 70, v.p. of the 
McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. and 
former prez of the National Publish- 
ers Assn., died July 21 at his home 
in East Orange, N. J. 

V. K. Richards, 41, for many years 
art, music and theatrical critic of 
the Toledo Blade, died July 16 at his 
home in Toledo. 


Mark Kelly’s 775G Suit 


Mark Kelly, one of the Los An- 
geles sports writers relieved of their 
jobs as a result of the recent legis- | 
lative investigation of the wrestling 
game in California, came back with 
a $775,000 damage suit against Lou 
and Jack Daro, mat _ promoters. 
Charging defamation of character, 
Kelly contended that the Daros di- Grady Kinsolving, 49, publisher of 
rected their bookkeeper to enter into the Corpus Christi (Tex.) Caller- 
their business ledger an item of | ee, died July 18 at Temple, Tex., 

where he had gone to recover his 
his capacity as a sports writer. Sub-| health. Newspaperman and_ pub- 
sequently the ledger was read by the |lisher in Texas for many years. 
legislative committee. Albert W. Keane, 51, sports editor 


Kelly denied receiving the money | 
and contended that the publication | 





died July 11 at Hartford of a stomach 


7. ; Nes 
of the ledger’s contents injured ee See active von 
|reputation as an accurate and un- ties ponte 30 eee ae 5 ote 
biased reporter. Suit was filed in |* wre . Serves on We 


city staff of the New Bedford Times, 
later becoming its sports. editor. 
Served also on the Los Angeles 


Superior Court. 














the | 


Stage Revival Primed | Herald and Springfield Union as both 
Sandor Incze skedded to return night city editor and later sports 
| last night (25) from the coast to iron | editor. 
| out details of takeover of Stage Mag- Rose Hartwick Thorpe, 89, author 
| azine by group which he hecds. Ne-| of ‘The Curfew Must Not Ring To- 
| gotiations for the purchase progress- | night,’ died July 19 in San Diego, 
| ing smoothly, and unless a hitch de- Calif., 
| velops contract will be signed next} years. Her ‘Curfew’ verses were first 

Tuesday (1). | printed in a Detroit newspaper, and 

New plans for the mag as worked | brought her $1.50. 

out thus far call for weekly publica- 
tion beginning around the middle of 
October. Change of the periodical’s 
ownership will be coincidental with 
a change in the name of Incze who’s 
taking name of Alexander Ince for 
future use. 


for the old N. Y. World until it 
ceased publication in 1931, died 
Thursday (20) in Springfield, Mass. 
Began his newspaper career on the 
Springfield Republican in 1884, work- 
ing his way up to associate editor 
of that paper before going to the 
World in 1911. Widow and three 
children survive. 





‘The Wrath of Steinbeck’ 


With John Steinbeck’s ‘Grapes of 
Wrath’ the biggest fiction seller in 








the U. S., it’s only conceivable that CHATTER 
‘others orst about for a means of} Lewis Browne summering in 
cashin ; on the firmly-intrenched | Hawaii. 


rep of tne scribbler. 

Thus, there’s to appear shortly a 
small volume to bear the title of ‘The 
| Wrath of John Steinbeck.’ Author is | Maine on a short holiday. 
| Robert Bennett, and book reputedly Robert F. Lane the new book crick 
will recount an unusual incident in| of the Omaha World-Herald. 
Steinbeck’s life. Publisher is Albert-| Burns Mantle, the N. Y. Daily 
son Press, in association with Bun- |News drama crick, off to Nassau. 
ster Creely. | W. W. Norton, the book publisher, 


Emil Ludwig made a Knight of the 
French Legion of Honor. 





of the Hartford Courant since 1926, | 


where she had lived for 50! 


Ernest Howard, 79, editorial writer 


= 








Mass AFL Crafts vs. CIO 





(Continued from page 5) 





major film companies before the 
USTG can become fully organized. 
Bargaining Power Claimed 

The USTG claims to hold bar- 
gaining power for cameramen, labo- 
ratory technicians, grips, property 
men, electricians, laborers, sound 
technicians, and has just launched a 
drive to organize the white collar 
workers. 
as an independent organization with 
finances supplied by Coast tops in 
‘the CIO. Leaders claims no strings 
were attached to funds advanced, 
but IATSE and producers fear mem- 
bership would quickly vote to affili- 
ate with the CIO. 

Business agenis and labor tops 
whe have already joined the cam- 
paign to stop the CIO are Al Speede, 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers Local 40; J. Scott 
Milne, International Representative 
IBEW; Nathan Saper, Studio Trans- 
portation Drivers Local 399; L. C. 
Helm, Studio Utility Employes Local 
724; Ben Martinez, Studio Plasterers 
Local 755; William B. Castle, Studio 
Carpenters Local 946; Joseph F. 
Cambina, International Representa- 
tive Carpenters; Bert Offord, IATSE 
Costumers Local 705: Thomas C. 
Bryan, Laboratory Technicians 
Local 683; J. W. Gillette, Interna- 
tional Representative Musicians 
Union; Jack B. Tenney, Musicians 
Union Local 47; D. T. Wayne, Studio 
Machinists Union Local 1185; Harold 
Roddan, Projectionists Local 165; 
Ben Koenig, IATSE Makeup Artists 
Loeal 706. 

Following agreement between 
studio business agents was an- 
nounced by Secretary Carothers: 

‘There developed a united front of 
all those present at first meeting, 
and a positive attitude to resist to 


other organization not members of 
the American Federation of Labor 
into the Los Angeles motion picture 
industry. Another meeting has been 
called for Wednesday (26) to map 
out definite plans for fight and to 
bring in remaining unions.’ 


ization also sent the following wire 
to U. S. Attorney General Frank 





back from England with some new 
scripts. 


lication. 


and-tenner. 
Philip Wrenn 
Pearce new 
Yorker staff. 
| John L. Beckley, 
| bureau, engaged 
Abbott Howe. 
| Alvin Harlow has signed with 
| Henry Holt & Co. for a book on 
istamp collecting. 


and C. A. 


additions 


‘Cap’ 











of the AP N. Y. 
to wed 





St. Louis Post-Dispatch, off for a 
European look-around, 

Wolcott Gibbs, of The New Yorker, 
|\father of a daughter. 
|have a four-year-old son. 


| 
| 


Joan London's biog of her father, | 
Jack London, to get September pub- 


USTG is being organized ; 





latter that picture industry was 
being investigated: 
Federal Probe Hailed 
‘The United Studio Technicians 


| Guild comprising several thousand 


studio workers who are fighting to 
free themselves from racket labor 
union which has been denounced 





by California Superior Court as a 
one-man dictatorship, hails with ap- 
proval and hope your announced 
determination to proceed against 
labor racketeers in motion picture 
industry. Hollywood racket unions 
are now threatening illegal strikes 
to force producers into violation of 








Wagner Act and to deprive men of 


| their collective bargaining rights.’ 


Department of Justice agents have 
been questioning labor leaders for 
several days, and reports here are 
that Federal Grand Jury may be 
asked to take action this week in 
connection with charges of labor 
racketeering in film industry. 

Threat of a strike of sound tech- 
nicians at Metro was averted when 
studio executives agreed to cease 
employing inexperienced non-union 
workers in sound department. De- 
mand was submitted to E. J. Man- 
nix, Metro general manager, by 
Harold V. Smith, business rep of 
Sound Technicians Local 695 and 
former Coast head of IATSE. 

Deal for inking of contract be- 
tween Republic and Screen Direc. 
tors Guild will be worked out this 
week at conference between Frank 
Capra, SDG prexy, and M. J. Siegel, 
president of Republic. Herbert J. 
Yates, prexy of Consolidated Film 
Industries, advised SDG that he had 
discussed the situation with Siegel 
and was confident situation would 


| be ironed out when Siegel returned 


the extreme any interjection of any | 


| Productions. 


to the Coast. 

Charles Chaplin has agreed to 
conform to SDG agreement in pro- 
duction of his ‘The Dictator,’ sched- 
uled to roll in few days. New signa- 
tories to SDG basic agreement are 
Stephens-Lang and David Schratter 
Tentative agreement 


| also has been reached with Ed Fin- 


Meantime, USTG continued with | 


its organizational drive. The organ- | ready 


| 


ney, Harry Sherman and Famous 
Productions. 

Twenty producers who 
signed SDG 
20th-Fox, 
Warners, 


have al- 
contracts are 

Columbia, Gold- 
Paramount, RKO- 


Metro, 
wyn, 


Murphy, following announcement of | Radio, Universal, Lloyd, Principal, 
| Wanger, 
| Morros, Ziedman, Small, Darmour, 


Fine Arts, Metropolitan, 
Stephens-Lang, Schratter 
Pictures. 
SRG Approves Agreement 
Members of Screen Readers Guild 


and Vital 


| have approved tentative agreement 


John K. Winkler has written a biog | 
of Frank W. Woolworth, the five- | 


to The New| 
. 7 |draw $30 the first six 


Eleanor | 


Ben Reese, managing editor of the | 


| 


Gibbses also | 


| year and $60 third year. 


with producers calling for 40-hour 
week, with straight time up to 44 
hours and time and half after that. 
Readers will receive $45 week and 
Special Readers $55. Apprentices 
months, $35 
the second six months and $40 there- 
after, 

Huddles between producers and 
Screen Publicists Guild are being re- 
newed this week in hope of working 
out an agreement acceptable to both 
groups. Tentative proposals cali for 
minimum of $90 week for Seniors, 
$50 for Juniors first year, $55 second 
Apprentice 
scale would be 60c per hour first 
year, 70c second year and 80c third 


| year. 


Trial of seven tops in IATSE and 


Emerson Spencer, of the San Fran- | J. W. Buzzell, executive secretary of 


| chase News sports staff, has sold aj} Central Labor Council, on citations 


piece on football to Collier’s, 
| Richard Aldington will settle here 


| permanently and is planning to take | 
| vocation of charter of Technicians 


j}out U. S. citizenship papers. 


Stanley Young, the playwright and 
|drama crick, has a new novel out 
he week, ‘Sons Without Anger.’ 
| Holt bringing out Clayton Hamil- 
| ton’s ‘The Theory of the Theatre, and 
Other Principles of Dramatic Criti- 
| cism,’ 

Richard L. Weber, Jr., has joined 
Eisenberg-Champion, Milwaukee ad 


relations. 
August Derleth gathering data for 


few months ago. 


agency, as director of trade paper | 


charging contempt of court has been 
postponed until Monday (31). De- 
murrers to citations based on re- 


Local 37 were sustained as to 
Charles Ferguson, Harry Shiffman, 
Joseph Busch and Tom Moore. Those 


| who will face hearing are John F. 


| Gatelee, 


| representative; 


Steve B. Newman and 
Frank Stickling, IATSE international 
Buzzell, Lew C. G. 
Blix, former business agent of Local 
37; Boyd Young, Zeal Fairbanks, and 
Harold V. Smith, former Coast head 
of IATSE. 

Organization of Los Angeles chap- 


| ter of American Guild Variety Art- 


|@ biog of the late Zona Gale, the | ists has been completed. I. B. Korn- 
novelist and playwright, who died a| blum, 


attorney for organizations, 


. | claims more than 500 membership 
Leo Barron, former night man-| 


applications have been filed. 


Willis and Barbara Wing or 


ager for United Press in L. A., re- | Alice Rossiter, regional director of 
placed Don Black as Coast pub- San Francisco office of National 
licity director for TWA, ; Labor Relations Board, is in charge 

Paul Wellman, editorial writer for | of Los Angeles office, following 
the Kansas City Star, has a con- | resignation of Dr. Towne S. Ny- 
densation of his best-seller, ‘Jubal | lander. 
| Troop,’ in the current Omnibook. Committees representing Artists 

G. E. R. Gedye getting over the Managers Guild and Screen Actors 
effects of an auto mishap in Eng-| Guild get together this week to dis- 
land, and goes to Moscow soon to cuss pact licensing all agents. AMG 
cover Russia for the N. Y. Times. | is asking that changes be made in 

Jack Lait to the Coast soon. N. Y. certain regulations, and is opposing 
Mirror editor has bought a Bevhills| demand that all freelance contracts 
home which Jack, Jr., occupies in | be made to conform with standard 
| between his father’s sojourns west. “' contract to be approved by the SAG. 


ve 
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DEAD MAN’S SHOES 





(Continued from page 15) 


keep silence after the black- 

to iler, greedy to rob the safe on 

top of his ‘hush money is shot by) 

the girl when she learns he is going 
to spill the beans anyway. _ 

A splendid cast gives weight to 











| their rapid-fire French are virtually 


face the camera. It shows in one 
scene, obviously too good to cut out. | 

Woollcott’s running narrative is | 
topnotch, his own choice of words fit- | 
ting his familiar radio personality. | 
The shrills of the quintuplets and | 
the only other sounds captured. 


Wear. | 
eaiitacaititaantiit | 





Dead Men Tell No Tales 


“anuee, (raw ities con | Williams to Set U.S. Trial 


Hugh Williams, Marius Goring. Directed! 
by David MacDonald. From novel by / 
Francis Beeding; adaptation, Walter Sum-)} - 1228 
mers and Stafford Dickins: added dialog, | | atres, Inc., and R. E. Griffith The- 
Emlyn Williams; editor, James Corbett: atres, Inc., all Griffith companies, as 


photography, Bryan Langley. At Gi rbe. | : : . . ‘ : ere 
N.Y” week July 2% ° iiunning time, #9 the complaint. Defendants, each | well as by L. C. Griffith, H. J. Grif 











(Continued from page 2) 





] th 170 MINS. : 7 ‘| filing separate motions, requested fith and R. E. Griffith as individuals. 
= ey oe matin sega | HONOR OF THE W EST | Te. cueehaba bettas he proceed the following from the U. S. district Distribs with separate motions are 
of their respective roles, Judy Kelly (WITH SONGS) | Detective Martin...........Huxt Williams| court for the western district of | Par, Metro, RKO, Warners, Univer- 
of ge the right degree of bitterness| Universal relense of Trem Carr produc-| Greening.........0reere++- Marius Goring | Oklahoma at Oklahoma City: sal, 20th-Fox, United Artists and Co- 
and vathos to the part of the de-| (orion ‘youre, pry inker, Marjorie Bell, | \iigg Haslett...-+-..+++-..-Christine xilver| 1. The names and locations of the- | lumbia. 
serted wom but a. —— George Wagan. ng PR RG Eremk Fitting ereeeeccceeoses Clive Morton | atres which the Government claims | —_—_— 

al wife is no i oseph West; c: a, Harry Ne ‘ © At | PEABO. ce cece eee e ence ener enend nne ‘ilton | : : } 
as the bg ag Boa gem onl gs Teg gg ae ag To “.itack Vivian | the Griffith interests have been able | Expect Quick Trial 
served wr saahes her voice too fat| im 60 MINS. | The Singer.......+....+......Marjorie Dale| to take over or keep closed because Oklahoma City. July 2% 
casi ; capi Cnr Gulivs dddased suena Bob Baker | - |of their alleged control of the terri- | a wes Suny owe 
CaN ne a eetion ion sestitie | en s¥endeneascevensenenens p, Marlette Bell! A_blood-and-thunder sontetouition | ory . | _ Early action in the department of 
ec j Os 9 6060 660660640 44R0K0000 ‘arleton Youn j ‘ , : | j i j i 
a background help to make) Beck OUT EEE IY ODES Jack Kirk | A re ge hed yp BF ase sapped 2. The times when and the circum- Justice suits against the Giffith com- 
this a worthwhile production. Clem. | jrucci.1.......... V1... ¥rank O'Connor | erage ‘B’ of its type in America. The | 8tances under which each of the panies and eight major distributors 
iy Vevey T TTT TTT PTO eT TrT . .Reed Howes | title should mean something on mar- distributor defendants are alleged to ‘s sg rag oe Sitng of _— 
RENEGADE TRAIL Waites £8G696O64 6000400666000 Glenn Strange quees, although the names of the ar- | have combined with the Griffith | tions in edera istrict court here 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production, Features William Boyd, 
George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Charlotte 
Wynters, Sonny Bupp and King's Men, 
Directed by Lesley Selander. Screenplay 
by John Rathmell, based on characters 
created by Clarence E. Mulford; additional 
dialog by Harrison Jacobs; camera, Russell | 





Harlan. At Central, N. Y., starting July | 
15, '39, on dual bill, Running time; 57 
MINS. | 
Hopalone Cassidy. .ceresesess William Boyd | 
Windy Halliday...cccsccecss: George Hayes | 
Lucky Jenkins....cccceeesss Russell Hayden 
Mary Joyce......ccoes »+ Charlotte Wynters . 
‘Smoky’ Joslin...cccccccesss Russell Hopton! 
Joey JOVC@.....ecescccesecess + - SONNY Bupp | 
ME « -0:5000¥50 54 046660000065 Jack Rockwell 
‘stiff Hat’ Bailey...esceceees.Roy Barcroft 
PrayNnor..ieesccis ecccccccees.-0OhN Merton 
Haskins,.....ccse08 eeecoceses Bob Kortman 
TY ee TTT IT CTT Tr te ‘The King’s Men’ 





Harry Sherman’s formula for his 
Hopalong Cassidy series continues to 
gallop along at breakneck pace. The 
Hopalong westerns with Bill Boyd in 
the Cassidy role likewise continue to 
improve, and this one turns slightly 
musical as The King’s Men, from 
radio, supply some _ background 
warbling. It’s an okay addition be- 
cause not permitted to slow down 
the customary outdoor tempo. 

‘Renegade Trail’ stacks up with 
the best in this group, with George 
Hayes and Russell Hayden in their | 
standard roles. This pair has been} 
aiding Boyd's Hopalong exploits for 
a year or so. | 

In the latest adventure, Hopalong | 
comes to the rescue, ostensibly of | 
his pal, Windy, who’s been made a/! 
town marshal. Actually, it’s the at- | 
tractive widow Joyce who makes! 
him pursue two ex-cons and cattle- 
rustlers and prevent them from 
stealing her herd. 

There's the familiar quick-on-the- 
trigger scenes, the contrasting humor 
supplied by Windy and Lucky, and 
the customary last-minute dashes to 
save the hard-pressed forces of the 
herc. This one, too, has Hopalong 
halting a runaway buggy and sav- 
ing the widow and her young son. 

Boyd fits neatly into the Hopalong 
character, and he’s now accepted as 
a he-man who’s won his spurs on 
the western scene. Hayes as Windy 
and Hayden as the faithful Lucky 
Jenkins, youthful assistant to Hopa- 
long, likewise O.K. Sonny Bupp 
makes a typical western boy. 

Charlotte Wynters, as widow! 
Joyce, is comely and can act. Rus-| 
sell Hopton, as one of the escaped | 
convicts, Roy Barcroft, Jack Rock- | 
weli, John Merton and Bob Kortman | 
make high-class support. 

‘Hi Thar Stranger’ and ‘Lazy Rolls 
the Rio Grande’ are the top tunes | 
deftly handled by The Kino’s Men. 

Lesley Selander’s direction is up| 
to standard, while Russell Harlan’s | 
photography takes full advantage of | 
unusually picturesque backgrounds, | 

ear. 














FIVE TIMES FIVE 


RKO release of Pathe Film (Frederic Uil- 
man, Jr.) production. Stars the Dionne 
Quintuplets; features Alexander Woollcott. 
Directed by Frank Donovan. Script and 
harration by Woollcott; camera, Harry 
W. Smith; editor, Jay Bonafield. Previewed | 
in Projection Room, N. Y., July 24, ‘39. 
Running time: 21 MINS. 





The Pathe News production outfit 
headed by Frederic Ullman, Jr., and 
aided by Alexander Woollcott, who | 
wrote and performs his own narra-| 
tion, besides appearing in numerous| 
scenes, has turned out a trim box-| 
office article with ‘Five Times Five.’ | 
The appeal of the five Dionne young- | 
sters is as great as ever. Which ' 
means a remarkably interesting 21 
minutes has been wrapped up in 
covering their everyday childish 
Pranks and tricks. Makes this short 
an _ unusual featurette. 

Essay-like story takes Woollcott to! 
Callendar, Ont., for a visit with the 
Qints, with the omnipotent Dr. A. 

Dafoe accompanying. »2t then 
Shows preparations for their visit to 
oronto as guests of the “ritish king | 
and queen. Sorta command perform- | 
ance, But there are no views of| 
them with the royal pair or any shots | 
of the British rulers, doubtlessly due | 
to traditional rule that none should} 
be photographed with the king and| 
queen. 

Return to their home develops into | 
scenes with the youngsters playing ' 
Store and celebrating their fifth) 
birthdays with a giant open-air party. | 
The charm of all five makes the most | 
inane scenes appear worth viewing. | 
Since they were photographed in an-| 
other RKO short about 18 months 
ago, the Dionnes have developed into | 
little actresses. They even assisted | 
director Frank Donovan (who also 

andled them in the previous short) | 
Sy directing each other in how to 


| with a singin’ sheriff, slow to anger, 


| rustlers entice a kid rancher into 


‘isn’t singin’ 


| Strange, 


LET ET CULT TCC Te rere Forrest Taylor 
Good average western melodrama 


but quick on the draw. Has enough 
story and production value to hold 
v0 own where mustangers are favor- 
ites, 

Getting off to fast-action at a rodeo 
and making good use of dupe library 
thrill shots of broncs throwing riders, 
director loses no time in getting to 
the meat of the story. Gang of cattle 


their gang and his friend, the sheriff, 
does his best to show him the error 
of his ways. 

From there on, with orders to 
bring in the gang, Baker, when he 
prairie songs and 
acourtin’, pursues a dilatory round- 
up of the brand-switchers. When 
one of the deputies is shot down, 
his brother, a real tough hombre, 
seeks vengeance. 

Baker finally resigns as sheriff and 
goes after the kid headed for the 
border in an effort to protect him. 
Three-cornered gun fight ensues in 
the hills, with the new sheriff, Glenn 
the rustlers, Baker and 
Young, now pals, all poppin’ away 
from behind rocks. Battle ends when 
leader of rustlers and Young are 
killed, and the rest of the gang is) 
captured. 

Marjorie Bell, ingenue, looks pert 





enough, but is too young and unso- 
yhisticated in this part. Baker and| 

oung stand out in pleasing charac- 
terizations. Baker sings ‘The Old} 
Chuck Wagon,’ accompanied by in- 
strumental cowhands and also accom- | 
panies himself on the guitar with 


i‘Pride of the Prairie,’ both good west- 


ern tunes. Music is interspersed be- 
tween killings just to indicate that 
nobody grieves very much over dead 
men in this part of the country. 

Exteriors and photography measure 
up favorably with the better brand 
of westerns. 


——_—_____»— 


DEATH GOES NORTH 


Warwick production and release. Features 
Edgar Edwards, Sheila Bromley. Directed 
by Frank McDonald. Screenplay by Ed- 
ward R. Austin; camera, Harry Forbes; 
editor, William Austin At Central, N. Y., 
dual, week July 22, ‘39, Running time: 
64 MINS, 


oe | arr cr rrr Edgar Edwards | 


Elsie Barlow.. 
Mrs. Barlow.. 
Mr. Barlow... ee Jameson Thomas 
Alhert Norton. ccccccccceccess Walter Byron 
Bart Norton.... 
Pumet. .cocccccvcces 


...Sheila Bromley 







Maggie. .ccccccccccces eeeeecs Vivian Combe 
Freddie. .....-+eeceecseees Reginald Hincks 
BineTin-eTin, IF.cccccceces Rin-Tin-Tin, Jr. | 


Murder mystery melodrama set 
in the Canadian northwoods, where 
the mounties always get their man. | 
This one is no exception except for | 
one bright spot in an otherwise me- 
diocre production. That is the out-| 
standing work of the dog, Rin-Tin-| 
Tin, Jr. Wiil do all right as sec- | 
ondary filler on duals, but might get! 
better results if Rin, Jr., got stronger 
marquee billing. 

Story is laid in the timber coun- 
try, but most of the action is con-} 
fined to interiors. Canadian North- 
west mounted police—both of them 
in this picture—are called in to solve 
a series of murders and attempted 
stranglings. Edgar Edwards is head 
sleuth and carries the romantic lead, 
but compared to the instinctive de- | 
tective work and bravery of the dog 
actor is made to look like an ama- 
teur by script writer. Plot concern 
the young heroine who has trouble 
making her timber land pay profits 
because of the depredations of rival 
lumberman who want her to sell} 
out. In desperation, she cables an 
uncle in England to come over and 
take charge. Plot twist has the 
uncle’s secretary and his wife as- 
suming the identity of the English 
relative, in a campaign to secure the 
land for themselves, after murdering 
the uncle. 

Suspicion is thrown on the girl’s 
lumber rivals, an evil and vicious 
pair of brothers who are blamed for 
everything that goes wrong. A harm- 
less old crackpot, who imagines all 
the land belongs to him, is also 
woven into the story in an effort to 
divert suspicion from crimes com- 
mitted by the secretary. Mounties 
finally get their man by fingerprint 
checkup on identities of who is wao, 
and the ability of Rin-Tin-Tin, Jr.,! 
to follow a scent unerringly. 

Reginald Hincks, as the crackpot, 
is fine, but work of the rest of the 
cast is only so-so. Sheila Bromley | 
gets by as the lumber heiress. 

Picture is handicapped in the first 
half by bad photography, lighting or | 
laboratory print work. Sound re- 
cording could have been better also. 


tists won't. In 1920 the old Vita- 
graph company made a picture bear- 
ing the same designation but that 
was a different story. The English 
‘Dead Men Tell No Tales’ is based 
on a novel by Francis Beeding 
known as ‘The Norwich Victims,’ lo- 
caled in London and environments. 

There is plenty of action in Alli- 
ance’s murder mystery but also a 
lot of dialog, some of it a bit windy. 
Emlyn Williams, who plays a dual 
role as distant as the two poles, 
wrote some of the dialog. Not so 
much may be Said for his dialog and 
that of the two adaptors, but of out- 


standing importance is his work as) 


a character actor. On the latter 
count he handicaps as a strong pros- 
pect for Hollywood. 

Williams plays his two parts so 
exceedingly well that audiences will 
never suspect that the French lcan- 
shark and murderer is also the 
school professor, until the connec- 
tion is made obvious toward the last. 
A digest of the action leaves much to 
be explained as to how the pede- 
gogue could attend to his school and 
also to his money-lending business, 
latter a blind for insidious loot- 
grabbing schemes, without bein 
twins; and also how he could avoi 
detection, once under suspicion for 
murder. In this case, Scotland Yard 
does a very poor job in checking 
up on the movements of the man. 
Other inconsistencies include the 
failure of the secretary at the boys’ 
school to remain behind when the 
principal, knowing she has the dope 


on him, as much as tells her he is | 


going to take her off for a quiet 
little murder somewhere. Equally 
as unsound is the way in which Les- 
ley Brook, secretary to the murder- 
er at his loan shop, lets herself in 
for everything up to a hangman’s 
noose in aiding Williams. Plot 
otherwise is rather reasonably well 
worked out for the purposes of the 
ction. 

Premise of the story is the win- 
ning of a French lottery by a school 
matron. The professor, knowing 
this, waylays her in London when 
she is on her way to Paris to col- 
lect, and, as the suave French loan- 
shark, entices her to his rooms with 
such ease it is disturbing, there to 








° a Jorothy Bradshaw | 


oseed Arthur Kerr} 
-«James McGrath | 


murder her so that another can 


don her clothes and appropriate the} 


lottery winnings. This cute little 


slaying leads to two others and near- | 


ly a third, the payoff being a sul- 
cide by the Jekyll-Hyde for the fin- 
ish. 

No one touches Williams on per- 
formance, but some others in the 
cast are agreeable characters, well 
portrayed. Romantic leads are Sara 


Seegar, who’s fairly good, and Hugh |} 


Williams, as a pretty youthful Scot- 
land Yard inspector. Miss Brook, 
an interesting screen type, is cred- 
ited as ‘by courtesy of Warner Bros.- 
First National, Ltd.’ A mildly im- 
pressive job is turned in by Marius 
Goring. 

English accents are rather pro- 
nounced, Char. 


LE JOUR SE LEVE 
(‘Davbreak’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, July 14. 


Voge release f Sigma 


from own tory camera, Cu ( 3 i? 
Bac; dialog, Jacques Prever mit M 
Jaubert. At Madeline, Pa Running 
time, 95 MINS. 


(In French) 

‘Le Jour Se Leve’ (‘Daybreak’) i 
another of the series of psychological 
studies in which French directo 
specialize. An otherwise excelient 
theme is marred by some basic er- 
rors of psychology which a more 
careful study of the human character 
would have avoided. 

Directed by Marcel Carne and 
bringing together several of the big 
names of the French cinema—Jean 
Gabin, Jules Berry and Arletty—it 
is due for a run in the Boulevard 
houses and likely to attract fairly 
good boxoffice in the foreign market. 

The tale is a cutback pictured in 
Gabin’s mind of Berry. The police 
come to arrest him, but he locks 
himself in his apartment determined 
to resist. When they finally close in 
on him at daybreak, Gabin uses the 
last remaining builet on himself. 
While barricaded in his apartment, 
Gabin reviews the events leading to | 
his rival’s violent death. 


The story is excellently conceived | made and undistinguished as to the cept to offer him old film v 


and planned. For once Gabin is an 


| companies. 

3. The manner in which it is 
claimed that the Griffith companies 
were enabled to compel the distrib- 
utor defendants to grant them ex- 
clusive privileges, as charged. 

4. The manner in which the ex- 





the Griffith theatres enjoy have pre- 
| vented other exhibitors from obtain- 
ing enough first class pictures to op- 
| erate their theatres. 
5. The name and location of each 
| theatre the Government claims was 
/unable to obtain enough first class 
pictures to operate successfully. 
Additionally, the defendants ask 
that various phrases and wording in 
the U. S. complaint be given a 


picture industry. In the motion 
papers, the distribs hold that the 
Government has defined certain 
trade practices in an artificial way. 

Motions were filed by the Griffith 
Amusement Co., Consolidated The- 





honest, hard-working laborer who 





acceptable but which might have 
| been avoided if the girl had made a 
| simple explanation. There is no fault 


| to find with him except that he is too | 


| much the Gabin of every picture to 
date. 
| fault. ; : 
Jacqueline Laurent is miscast as 
Francoise. A girl with a,more so- 


| phisticaied appearance would have 


fitted into the role better, as she has | 


something of the coquette beneath the 
'veneer of sentimentality and sweet- 
ness. Otherwise the story is plaus- 
ible. The action is slow and serves 
to emphasize Gabin’s slow _ compre- 
hension of the situation. The story 


eral occasions. 








lude in which she was his mistress, 


Arletty does a realistic piece of act- | 


| ing. Berry gives one of his best per- 
| formances. ve 

Photography is excellent with nu- 
merous angle shots of more than 
passing interest. The score is ap- 
propriate and serves to emphasize 
the long, tense siege against the 
| police. Ravo. 


Nem Loptam en Eletemben 
| (I’ve Never Stolen in My Life’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Budapest, July 15. 


Photophon Film production and release 
Directed by Bela Balogh. Original b 
Mandor Liszt and Geza Matolay; music, 
Lajos Akom Made at Filmiroda Studio 
Budapest. At Atrium theatre, HKudapest 

| Running time: 80 MINS. 

| Eva cweeen wee 7 ..Maria Egry 
| Her Mother... .cccccccssesess Fr erus Kovacs 
} Bdmund.....ccccccccccses Kalman Latabs: 
DAMIA. .oncvcvcccesceeesesers -Ania Sul 
| Paul Uneveary sceccescesevss Lazzlo Szilass 
} Mr Boldogn....cecccesses Tivadar§ Billce 
Pickpocket were TTT eT Sando Pethes 


First Hungarian picture to be re- 


leased in a couple of months didn’t 
make it worthwhile to wait all the 
e It’s wel below even the 


pretty low average of locally-made 
creen comedy. 

Complications arise when Eva, en- 
gaged to Edmund, for whom she 
doesn’t care, exits through the 
wrong door from a hotel bathroom 
and calmly gues to bed in a double 
bedroom where a strange young ma! 
is asleep in the other bed instead of 
her mother, whom she didn’t want 
to disturb by switching on light 
He is the soul of chivalry and re- 
tires to the hall when he finds a 
strange young lady in the bed next 
to his, so that she can retire to her 
own bed undisturbed. No one would 
be any the wiser had she not been 
careless enough to leave her en- 
gagement ring lying about in the 
stranger’s room, whereupon he car- 
ries chivalry to furthei extremes by 
pretending he stole it, being an in- 
curable kleptomaniac. 

This quintessence of chivalry of 
course gets its reward in the shape 
of the girl’s love. Her ex-fiance is 
happy to be rid of her so he can 
marry the night club singer who 
helps him to realize his ambitions as 
a composer. 

Not only silly, but indifferently 


acting. Jacobi 


clusive privileges which it is claimed | 


clearer definition as applied to the | 


commits a crime which is morally | 


His diction is not without | 


is intelligently broken up by return- | 
ing to the besieged apartment on sev- 


Arletty and Berry are at their best. | 
As a woman of the world, without | 
illusions and thankful for the inter- 


| for a bill of particulars and a more 
definite statement of charges. 

| The motions were filed about a 
week ahead of the time allotted by 
| Judge Edgar S. Vaught in whose 
|court the case will probably be 
|heard. District Attorney Charles 
| Dierker has expressed his intent of 
striving for an early fall trial of the 
case, It is expected that the case 
may go to trial in late September 
or early October. 


Momand Answers Due 


Filing of answers is expected 
| within the next 10 days in the A. B. 
| Momand suit with defendants grant 
|of time expiring Sept. 1. Though 
| several weeks still stand before the 
; deadline it is understood that de- 
fense attorneys are nearing com- 
| pletion of their papers and are ex- 
pected to file them early. 
| The $4,500,000 anti-trust damage 
suits filed by the Shawnee theatre 
| operator against two Uriffith com- 
panies and major distributors have 
been in local Federal courts for over 
a year on motion hearings. These 
are now all completed and trial of 
the case awaits only joining of the 
issues by filing of the defendants 
answers to the Momand petitions. 
Previous rumors that Momand 
would seek to have hearings on his 
case in Judge A. P. Murrah’s court 
|in order that the Department of 
Justice suit against practically the 
same defendants may first get under 
way have been vigorously denied by 
Momand. He has gone on record as 
| expressing every desire for as quick 
a trial as possible. 
| The Department of Justice cases 
} 


are in Judge Edgar S. Vaught’s court. 





Mayor and Citizens Join 
In Anti-WB Trust Suit 


Philadelphia, July 25. 
Hearing was held today (25) on 
the plea for a permanent injunction 
'against Warner Bros.’ Circuit and 
the eight majors and their affiliated 
companies by the Landis theatre, 

Vineland, N. J., and officials and 
citizens of the borough. Testimony 
was heard by Judge William H. 
Kirkpatrick in U. S. district court. 
| State Senator Harry Shapiro repre- 

sented the plaintiffs. He wants a 
restrainer to prohibit the defendants 
| from discriminating against the Lan- 
| dis in favor of Warner houses in 
| Vineland, He'll later seek to collect 
damages for loss of business. 

Trick angle to the suit is the fact 
that the mayor of the borough and a 
flock of business men and citizens 
are included as plaintiffs at their 
own request, charging that Warner's 
monopoly has hurt general business 
conditions in the town. About 100 
of the townspeople own the Landis. 


Buchanan’s $100,000 

Trust Suit in B’ham 
Birmingham, July 25 

Buchanan Amus. Co. and M. M. 
suchanan, president, have brought 
suit in U. S. district court here for 
$100,000 damages against 11 defend- 
ants accused of conspiring to mon- 


ypolize the motion picture business 
n Athens 


, Ala., and trying to destroy 
his business. Defendants are Muscle 
Shoals Theatres, Ine, and Louis 


Rosenbaum, its president; Crescent 
Amus. Co., Inc.; Paramount: RKO 
tadio; Warner Bros.; Vitagraph; 
20th-Fox; Loew’s; Metro, and United 
Artists. 

Suit charges that Crescent and 
Muscle Shoals entered into a scheme 
to prevent the opening of a house 
which he was remodeling with de- 
liberate, and avowed purpose of 
putting the plaintiff out of business. 

These two defendants are alleged 
to have conspired with the other de- 
fendants not to sell him pictures, at 
least pictures which would justify 
operation. The plaintiff further ale 
leges UA refused to carry out a cone 
tract to supply him with pictures exe 
hich had 
been rejected by Crescent. 
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the blood- pounding story 
of a coward, his three 
friends and the girl he 


four white feathers that 
sent him into a thousand 
perils to seek redemption. 


Lord Kitchener’s roaring 
victory at Obdurman 
photographed in actual 
locations with flaming 
realism. 


8,000 savage Dervishes 
filmed for the first time 
with every detail of their 
cruel warfare. 





VARIETY 








Kipling’s famous Fuzzy 
Wuzzies, fiercest of Afri- 
can warriors, fighting on a 
battlefield ten miles wide. 


1,800 camels in a frenzied 
stampede on the white 
man’s stronghold. 


the horrors of the fanatical 
Mahdi’s hideous torture 
chambers never before 
revealed. 


4,000 natives pulling flat- 
boats up the treacherous 
cataracts of the Nile. 


actual locations of the remote 
interiors of the Egyptian Sudan 
where the camera could only 





penetrate by plane. 


EVERYTHING REAL! EVERYTHING TAKEN IN ACTUAL 
LOCALES! SIGHT AFTER SIGHT THAT THRILL-HUNGRY 
AUDIENCES HAVE NEVER SEEN BEFORE! 
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Grant Agency Gets Court Order 
Restraining Cops from Interference 


With 1. Q. Air 


Show in Theatre 





Chicago, July 25. 

Injunction was obtained here last | 
week by the Grant agency enjoining | 
the Chicago police department from | 


interfering with the Mars conde | 


firm’s Dr. I. Q. show in the Balaban | 
& Katz Chicago theatre. Police had | 
threatened the prevent the Dr. L. Q. | 
show from playing the stage of the) 
Chicago and giving cash prizes to| 
the members of the audience for) 
answering questions. Police con-| 
tended that the give-away was con-_ 
trary to the lottery laws on games 
of chance. | 

However, the agency convinced 
the courts that the I. Q. program, 
was based upon skill that the awards | 
were earned on the basis of merit 
and knowledge and therefore not a 
game of chance. 

Police department now trying to 
figure whether to go ahead with a 
court action against the program or 
to accept the injunction as a per- 
manent decision on the matter. 


PEPSI-COLA'S 
FREE-FOR-ALL 


Pepsi-Cola has invited six adver- 
tising agencies to audition for its ac- | 
count. Beverage has been spending 
about $750,000 annually in newspa- | 
pers and $100,000 in sky-writing. Ra- 
dio will presumably be in on its fu- 
ture expansion which is said to de 
a must from the standpoint of getting 
behind dealers and bottlers. 

Agencies competing for account 
are McCann-Erickson, Geyer, Cor- 
nell & Newell, Kenyon & Eckhardt, 
Benton & Bowles, 
and Lord & Thomas, 


CASH FOR CHECKING 
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Newell-Emmett | 


NBC Press De-frosted 


William Kostka, who has peen 
in the NBC publicity depart- 
ment, New York, since last Sep- 
tember, was recently made man- 
ager of the section. 

Kostka’s first act was to re- 
move the frosted glass pane on 
his new >rivate office and sub- 
stitute a clear plate, through 
which anybody could see if he 
was in or out. 


NBC BLUE'S NEW 
HALF-HOURS 
FOR FALL 


NBC blue (WJZ) network is al- 
ready sct with four new half-hour 
shows for the fall. They are Ward 
Bread, Grove Bromo Quinine, Pep- 
sodent and Musterole. Palmolive 
will likely close for a half hour on 
the same link this week. 

Ward will have Joe Penner, Grove 
will bring back ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ 
while Pepsodent will move ‘Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney’ over to Sunday 7:30- 
8 p.m., Sept. 24, or the week after 
Bob Hope resumes his Tuesday night 
spot. 


‘STRANGE AS IT SEEMS’ 
FOR COLGATE ON CRS 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Colgute has taken John Hix’s 
‘Strange As It Seems’ under sponsor- 
ship, and will originate the series in 
New York starting Aug. 17. 
hour of dramatizations rides the Co- 

















PHONE CO. ASKED 


Washington, July 25. 

More cash with which to inten- 
sively watch the telephone industry | 
was sought from Congress for the! 
FCC last week by President Roose- 
velt. If money is forthcoming, the 
regulators will keep sharp eye on | 
tariffs and service in which broad- | 
casters are interested, with authority 





in the present statute employed to | 


abuses as have irri- 
networks and affiliates in the 


prevent such 
tated 
past. 

Althcugh the lawmakers pruned 
the budget estimate in supplying 
funds for the commish in the year 
which opened July 1, the President 
called for another $210,000 in a spe- 
cial message to the House Appropri- 
ations Committee. Sum needed to 
carry out ‘plan for expanded regu- 
lations.’ 


Mills Buy CBS + Hour 


Chicago, July 25 
General Mills has contracted for 
half hour additional time on Colum- 
bia starting Oct. 9. Will be divided 
into two 15-minute programs of adult 
appeal. Time will be 5 p. m. EST. 
May switch ‘Caroline Ellis’ Golden 
Store,’ now on NBC, as one filler. 











Merry Macs on Luckies 


Merry Macs quartet has been 
signed for a spell on the Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade for tentative start- 
ing date of Aug. 5. Turn replaces 
Raymond Scott Quintet. Mark War- 
now’s band is currently playing the 
show. 


hour in the fall. 


Sunkist Takes Air 


Sunkist account has decided to 
have a network program this season. 
Decision made over weekend. No 
details set on web, nature of program 
or starting date. 

Lord & Thomas is agency. 





| 
Quartet will be on the Fred Allen 


lumbia network with a repeat broad- 
cast for the Coast. 
Tom Revere, radio head of Benton 


and headed back to New York with 
Don Cope, radio director of the Hol- 
lywood office, who will pass a week 
at the home office and lay plans for 
the new Maxwell House program, 
which he (Cope) will produce, 





Charles Arlington, formerly of 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., joins WWJ, 
| Detroit, as newscaster. 


San Francisco Originates 
Additional Special Shows 





San Francisco, July 25. 

New coast-to-coast program fea- 
turing Ricardo, violinist and con- 
ductor in a mythical night club set- 
ting debuted from the radio studios 
of the Golden Gate International 
Exposition on Treasure Island Mon- 
day afternoon. Meantime two daily 
programs have been moved from the 
local NBC studios to the fair fair- 
grounds for this week—the half- 
hour ‘Woman’s Magazine of the Air,’ 
aired over the Coast Red web, and 
Janet Baird’s quarter-hour com- 
mentary “Thru a Woman's Eyes,’ 
heard over KGO. 

The Rough Rider commercial, ‘Oh, 
Teacher,’ will be broadcast from the 
Hall of Western States on Treasure 
Island next week, Friday, Aug. 4. 
Half-hour program released by KPO 
has Archie Presby in the role of 
studio student body president, with 
a group of teachers answering ques- 
tions submitted by listeners and 
read on the air by six students. Emil 
Brisacher agency handles the show. 

The expo’s own radio staff is writ- 
ing a new series of quarter-page 
dramatic programs entitled ‘Home 
Town Sketches’ which are being 
aired by KPO five nights a week, 
starting yesterday. 

Continued increase in the number 
of broadcasts from the fair is ex- 
pected, with the expo’s radio de- 
partment and practically ali local 
stations cooperating. 


NBC BUYS RAYNOR’S 
‘TOPSY’ FOR DUNCANS 


Hollywood, July 25. 
NBC has bought Hal Raynor’s 
‘Topsy and Eva’ series, and will fea- 
ture the Duncan Sisters. 








on the London stage. 





Half | 


& Bowles closed the deal with Hix | 


Joe Penner, is a preacher at nearby 
Glendora. 


Langlois & Wentworth Get 
Lloyd’s Policy Renewal 


Langlois & Wentworth, producers 
of non-copyrighted musical tran- 
scriptions, last week renewed _ its 
Lloyds of London insurance policy. 
Latter offers full protection against 
damages resulting from _infringe- 
ments or alleged infringements of 
copyrighted numbers. 

Lloyds issued the policy in 1935. 
It was the first of its kind and is 
still the only one in force. 


JOHN McMILLAN MADE V.-P. 

John E. McMillin, head of Comp- 
ton’s radio department, has 
| elected an agency vice-president. 
The title became his Monday (24). 














" 


_ NBC Ionores Wilson's ‘Notice’ 





| 
| 
| 


Offers WCKY, Covington, Three More Blue Com- 


mercial Programs 





| Despite L. B. Wilson’s notice to 
|NBC that WCKY, Covington, was 
| quitting its alliance with the blue 
| (WJZ) link as of Oct. 1, the network 


| last week submitted the station time 
availability requests for three new 


commercial programs. Wilson did 
net answer the query. 
Before Wilson signed up with CBS 


he wired NBC that it had breached | 
its contract with him and that there | 


was no further obligation binding 
the two. The network denied that 
there was any breach and that it 


proposed to hold him to the remain- 
ing term of his contract, which is 
two years. 

Impression in the trade is that 
WCKY will become CBS outlet for 
| the Cincinnati area Oct. 1 and that 
WLW and WSAI will serve as op- 
tional releases for the NBC red and 
blue links. 





Cincy’s Unsolved Ones 


Cincinnati, July 25. 
| Schedulings by Crosley’s WLW 
land WSAI to completely outlet 
| NBC’s Red and Blue nets, plans by 
WCKY to formally dedicate its 
| newly-upped 50,000-watt power 
| when switching from NBC to CBS 
either with the Sept. 24 time change 
or Oct. 1, and guesses on what’s to 


| 


, Cincy link, when the web transfers 
become effective, dominated radio 
activities here during the past week. 

Concerned about their futures are 
members in. all 


no definite word from CBS head- 
quarters about the station’s disposi- 
tion. 

Questioned Monday (24) about a 
prospective purchaser for WKRC, 
Wilson seemed to think that all three 
Cincy dailies will be interested in 
taking over the station. One of the 
sheets is the Scripps-Howard Post, 
affiliate of WCPO. He intimated 
that WKRC might become hooked up 
with Mutual. 

Joe Chambers, consulting engi- 
neer, who supervised the installation 
of WCKY’s new transmitter, re- 
turned ts his Washington office Sun- 
day (23) after okaying the job. Sta- 
tion has been testing with 50,000 
watts for three weeks. Jump is from 
10,000 watts. 

Jim Shouse, general manager of 
WLW-WSAI, left Monday (23) for 
his first vacation in four years. It’s 
a three-week jaunt to Nova Scotia 
and calls for some fishing. 

Dewey Long, WSAI manager, is on 
a fortnight’s holiday in Dixie. 

Their departures leave Bob Dun- 
| ville, sales manager, in the Crosley 





be done with WKRC, present CBS | exec saddle. 


From Treasure Isle’ 


Team did | 
Raynor’s vaude version of the pfece | 


Raynor, who writes radio gags for | 


| 
been | 


departments of | 
WKRC, who thus far have received | 


NBC Closes Sponsored News Deals. 








Best Friend Bested 


-— 


London, July 235. 


KFAB-KFOR house memo 
reads as follows: 
‘Announcers, engineers, male 


staff members: 

‘Pains me to bring this up, but 
this is the time of year when 
body odors become offensive. 
Gals around the studio take care 
of themselves, so it’s up to the 
men to do likewise. Check up 
on yourself and let’s have no 
need to repeat the warning.’ 

(Signed) Don Searle. 








NEW FARM 
SERIES 


Another chapter in Columbia’s con- 
tinuing effort to insinuate itself in 
the farmers’ consciousness starts next 
Sunday, July 30. Charles Stookey, 
of KMOX, St. Louis, has been de- 
tached from duty there by CBS and 
will travel about the country to pre- 
side over a series of half-hour (5 p.m. 
EDT) sodbuster interviews and news 
reports. These, in turn, will be part 
|} of a campaign of special events deal- 
ing with matters agricultural. CBS 
j had a ‘Farmer Takes the Mike’ series 
last summer. This is a changed edi- 
torial format. 








| will open at the Cleveland Poultry 


|;Minneapolis, Sacramento, 
| Moines, Illinois and Massachusetts. 

His efforts will 
from New York by Leon Levene, 
| CBS assistant educational director. 





CODE FOR SETS 


Misrepresentation in Claims for Re- 
| ceivers Banned by Trade Commish 





Washington, July 25. 
Misrepresentation of receiving sets 





ited under a new trade practice code 
for the radio equipment manufac- 
turers promulgated Saturday (22) by 
the Federal Trade Commission. More 
important than the protection 
against chiselers are the clauses safe- 
guarding customers. 


emphasized. 


ceivers. The capacity must be care- 
fully stated and any set described as 
capable of covering the standard 
broadcast band must be able to pull 
in signals from 540 to 1600 ke. De- 
ceptive names are forbidden—a blow 
at companies which have given the 
impression they have some connec- 
tion with Edison, Marconi, etc., or 
seek to sponge on the good-will of 
veteran industry members. Restric- 
| tions placed on claims that sets are 
not subject to interference and on 
| exaggerations as to ability to pull in 
| distant transmissions. 





~ ~ 


Ruffner’s Divorce 








Hollywood, July 25. 

Suit for separate maintenance has 
been filed against Edmund 
Ruffner, Coast radio director for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, by his 
wife. Complaint sets his income at 
$40,000 a year. 

Newspaper reports credited Ruff- 
ner with saying that he wanted a 
divorce so he could marry Elizabeth 
Ghear, showgirl at Earl Carroll’s 
nitery. 








DAN DONALDSON TO CHI 

St. Louis, July 25. 

| Dan Donaldson, gabber, KMOX, 
hired by Blackett, Sample & Hum- 
mert’s Chicago office for ‘The Trou- 
ble With Marriage’ program, a five- 
a-week, Started his new stint Mon- 
day (24). Donaldson has been re- 
placed by Paul Wills, gabber, from 
WTMYV, East St. Louis. 

| Wills is the sixth gabber grabbed 
| by KMOX from the East St. Louis 
| Station in the last four years. 








Stookey, a former farmer himself, | 


show. Thence to Wichita, Memphis, | 
Des | 


be coordinated | 


and duping of listeners are prohib- | 


Labeling practices are particularly | 
No more tagging of | 
limited-range sets as ‘all-wave’ re-'! 


‘Tiny’ | 


‘Palmer Mattress Cross-Country on Blue — Sperry 
Flour Signs for Pacific Hookup 


am ——_ 


NBC's drive to sell more news, 
which it launched several weeks ago, 
has already netted it two network 
accounts, one cross-country atid the 


other the Pacific blue link. The 
cross-country client, Palmer Mat- 
tress Co., will also be on the blue, 
It starts Aug. 27, using the 5:15-5:36 
period Sunday afternoons. 

The Palmer session will be billed 
as ‘Four Star News’ and have four 
different personalities participating, 
Haljamar, NBC’s Washington man, 
will talk on national and interna- 
tional events, Graham McNamee will 
deal with spot news, Bill Stern will 
do sports, while Nola Luxford will 





“comment on women in the news. 
| The new news sponsor on the 
Pacific group is Sperry Flour. It 


starts Aug. 14, occupying the 7:45-8 
a.m. period across the board and 
with Sam Hayes, formerly the Rich- 
field Reporter, as the newscaster. 
Abe Schechter, NBC director of 
special events and news, recently 
made a coast-to-coast trip to stimu- 
late interest in news sales among 
NBC personnel and also to explain 
the network's policies and technique 
in handling news. During this jaunt 
he added two more men to the net- 
work’s Hollywood news staff. 


NEW MANAGERS 
ALTER SET-UPS 


Change in managements of the 
Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co. and Zo- 
nite Products, Inc., is expected to 
produce a drastic change in the 
| radio policies of the Twenty Grand 
cigarets and Forhan toothpaste ac- 
counts. Latter has already been 
switched from the Cowan & Dang- 
ler agency to Erwin, Wasey & Co. 
and subjected to a cancellation of 
outstanding spot contracts. Forhan 
has been using women’s participa- 
tion programs all over the country. 

In the case of Twenty Grand, cur- 
rently with McCann-Erickson, the 
| policy has been sports reviews and 
|dise versions of ‘Calling All Cars.’ 














AYER GETS TRACTOR 


_ ACCOUNT, RADIO MAYBE 








Ferguson-Sherman Manufacturing 
Corporation, Dearborn, Mich., dis- 
tributors of the new Ford tractor, 
last week named N. W. Ayer & Son 
agency to handle its advertising. 

Farm stations may be used. 


Job-Finder Sponsored 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Hal Styles’ airer, ‘Help Thy Neigh- 
bor,’ which reputedly has found em- 
| ployment (odd job stuff mostly) for 
15,000 Los Angeles people since its 
organization in 1937, starts riding the 
Mutual-Don Lee Pacific Coast net- 
work Sunday (30) under sponsorship 
of Sunset Oil. 











| Contract runs for year with broad- 
icasts being divided among eight sta- 
| tions. 
| 
| 





ETHEL OWEN TO N. Y. 


Ethel Owen, radio character ac- 
| tress, who has played in numerous 
| network shows out of Chicago, has 
moved to New York. She was 
first brought on by William Morris 
office for the Phil Baker show. 





Templeton Flys to L. A. 


San Francisco, July 25. 

Instead of broadcasting from 
Treasure Island, where he is filling 
|}a week's engagement at the Golden 
i Gate International Exposition’s new 
| Music Hall, Alec Templeton planed 
| back to Hollywood last night for his 
| Johnson Wax program over the 
| NBC-Red web this evening. Tem- 
| pleton makes the return trip by 
plane tonight, 

Jack Haley, Betty Grable and 
Rubinoff doing three shows today at 
the fair without the blind composer- 

' pianist, 
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ASCAP AS ‘LOCAL’ ISSUE © 








MINIT-RUB NOW 
SPOT-MINDED 


Bristol-Myers is planning an ex- 
tensive spot campaign for Minit-Rub 
with newscasts as the major pro- 
gram item. During the past season 
the account included Minit-Rub 





among the three products plugged | 


on the Fred Allen show. 
Young & Rubicam is the agency. 





Auspitz Joins Erwin 
With Cudahy Account; 
Adolph Lee in Hosp. 


Chicago, July 25. 

Most of the Cudahy Packing ac- 
count has moved into the Erwin- 
Wasey agency under the eye of ac- 
count executive Irving Auspitz, who 
has moved, into the E-W outfit as 

v.p. here. Auspitz has resigned as 
president of the Auspitz & Lee 
agency which remains entirely in 
the hands of Adolph Lee. 

Despite the resignation of Auspitz, 
the A. & L. agency will retain that 
corporate name due to its long usage 
in the business. 

E-W has all of the food products 
of Cudahy; the Old Dutch portion of 
the account remains with the Roche, 
Williams & Cunnyngham agency lo- 
cally. Old Dutch is on the ether 
with the network ride of ‘Bachelor’s 
Children’ program. 

Adolph Lee is 
Michael Reese hospital here. 
operated on last week. 


‘INFO PLEASE’ ON WAX 
FOR PACIFIC REPEAT 


Canada Dry’s ‘Information Please’ 
program will henceforth be broad- 
cast from recordings on the west 
coast. The show will be disked off 
the line and aired at a later hour 
the same day (Tuesday). 

NBC’s broadcast reaches the Coast 
at 4:30 in the afternoon and the ac- 
count figures that the show’s pulling 
power is that area is badly handi- 
capped by lack of an evening audi- 
ence. 





seriously ill in 
Was 








Oshkosh Overalls on 10 


Stations in Late Summer 


Milwaukee, 
Oshkosh Overall Co. 
late 


July 25. 
starting in| 


summer will use a_ varying 
schedule of spots on about 10 sta-| 
tions. Last season the schedule 


consisted of five weekly quarter- | 
hour periods, but program length is 


undetermined as yet for the com- 
ing schedule. 
Handled by Ros Metzger, radio 


director of Ruthrauff & Ryan. 


“CALLING ALL POETS’ 


Alka-Seltzer’s Prize | Lure for Verse— 
Makers in Ft. Wayne 
Ft. Wayne, 
Alka-Seltzer is sponsoring over 
WOWO here a ‘Calling All Poets’ 
program with Oliver B. Capelle, 
Alka-Seltzer’s sales promotion head, | 
acting as ‘poetry professor’ and 
Frank Carlton Nelson, Indiana bard, | 
as judge. Best serious and best el 
edy poem wins cash. 





July 25. 


Two singers, Jeane Roth and sai! 


lian Lane, complete program. 





GEORGE HAHN ey te 
Sioux Falls, S. D., July 2 

George Hahn has been boost hr ‘to | 
jOb as assistant manager of stations 
KSOO and KELO by general chief- 
tain Joseph Henkin. 

Hahn has been associated with the 
Stations, 
for several years as 


Manager and his new appointment 


will find him handli ng sales as well 
Henkin 
general operation. 


aS assi Sting 


in policy and 





which are NBC affiliates, 
commercial | 


SELF-REGULATION IS AN ART 


The action of the Atlantic City convention 
of the National Association of Broadcasters in 
ratifying a code and embarking on the seas of 
self-regulation gives historic significance to 
the recommendations made Nov. 14, 1938, by 
David Sarnoff, president of RCA and board 
chairman of NBC. In a series of public ut- 
terances in the last year or two Sarnoff has 
consistently opposed the Government drift to 
censorship and, with equal force, has insisted 


upon the ability of the radio industry to gov- 
ern itself, 





ciples. The fury of office-holders at the ‘im- 
pudence’ of private interests in challenging the 
attempted usurpation of authority is in itself 
proof that the broadcasters have rightly sus- 
pected intentions to gradually go way beyond 
anything the present law sanctions and, per- 
haps with laudable motivations, to curtail do- 
mestic freedom of action on the plea that it’s 
part of the fight against foreign autocrats, 


While there have been sins of good taste in 
radio they have been remarkably few. The 
industry flutters like an aspen leaf in the breeze 
of any adverse public reaction, The radio in- 
dustry is, in fact, far more sensitive and re- 
sponsive to public opinion than are many 
elected representatives of the people. The 
recent agitation of clubwomen—-part of it ex- 
aggerated, some of it foolish, a lot of it idle 
parrot-talk—has brought about prompt accept- 
ance of the valid points of criticism. In the 
coming months the kid programs will be con- 
fined to new and distinctly tough require- 
ments. The case of General Mills’ ‘Jack 
Armstrong’, as recently reported in Variety, 
is a notable example of radio accepting public 
opinion, 





It was while testifying before the Federal 
Communications Commission last fall that 
Sarnoff said: 


The fate of broadcasting in other 
nations and the attacks on ‘democracy 
throughout the world clearly indicate 
the necessity for finding a democratic 
solution for the problems of the 
American system of broadcasting—a 
solution which on the one hand “will 
enable us fully to meet the social obli- 
gations of radio, and on the other, will 
protect our traditional freedoms. 

‘I would therefore like to take this 
opportunity to advocate to the broad- 
casting industry that it establish a 
voluntary system of self-regulation in 
its field of public service, and that it 
take the necessary steps to make that 
self-regulation effective. 

‘My recommendation is that the ex- 


Radio does outlaw practices that become ob- 
jectionable, it does self-regulate once the need 
is clear, it does admit the majority’s will as 
paramount. This willingness and ability to rec- 
ognize ‘the people’ is in turn part of the story 


anywhere else. Sa long as radio is realistic 
and flexible « 
sentiment, and so long as the majority of lis- 
teners feel as they obviously do, most of the 
blasts against the industry by frustrated self- 
seekers or other malcontents will fall on sterile | 


ground. 


combined and correlated. An indus- 
try code should emerge that advances 
beyond all previous standards, Such 
a code should be an act of voluntary 
self-regulation on the part of the en- 
tire broadcasting industry in the 
United States. 

‘In writing this code, the industry 
should gather the views of broadcast- 
ers, of groups representative of public 
opinion, and of this Commission, 
After the code is formulated the pub- 
lic should be made thoroughly fa- 
miliar with it. All broadcasting net- 
works and stations should be invited ; 
and encouraged to adopt it. The code air, staying on the air, 
should be subject to periodic review ditions of tenure. 
by the industry, and kept up to date. sence 
It should be administered by a suit- For, whatever 
able agency representative of the en- \WWashineton radio smell, 


law will have to be written. The Hatch bill 
that attempts to divorce WPA and politics 
may well be the spiritual godiather of a distant 
bit of now-unforeseen legislation to lessen the 


asa prerequisite to getting on the | 
or improving the con- 


wire-pulling 


against the 
it has 


may be said 
past or present, 





—<+ 





i. ¢ 7. why the people, in the mass, hold for radio an | 
perience of the different groups 

“oh: intimate affection practic ally without parallel | 
within the industry should now be ’ 


enough to stay attuned to public | 


| ment 





| tics. 


Sooner or later a new basic Federal coilinl Games 





| 


| probable than 
|of any bill modifying the 


| tire industry. been and is a condition created by lawmakers 
pa and law-interpreters quite as much as any pri-| 
| It may still be too soon to gauge the full vate entrepreneurs seeking valuable franchises | 


reaction to the N. A, B. code, but that the in- to use the air. An d this is fairly cle; ar: The | 
dustry- —heretofore notoriously unable to unite broadcasters have become progressively more | 
on anything— -could a‘ lopt more th: ill pious am- responsive to public opinion and they have 
| biguities and did, within six months of Sar- been reasonably consistent in observing their | 
noff’s urging, bespeaks a good start. It is of own rules, a claim that the F.C. C. itself could 


a parcel with the new stiffening represented 
by the oe opposition to the attempt 
iby the F. to impose specific ‘rules’ and 
| ‘guides’ to pu mav or may not be broadcast 


perhaps not make in its own behalf. 


Self-regulation is an art requiring skill, deft- 





sce Ff are tive 4 > . . m4 . as 

to foreign countries by the shortwave divisions Me€ss and perspective, ‘I he — a 

; ‘ > “ate : “O osite air along ce 

of the American broadcasting units. demonstrated a c mposite flair along these 
AN lines not always evident in the past. 


This ‘censorship’ thing is no mere play on 


theoretical hair-s splitting over prin- 


| 
| Sarnoff’s leadership has been imports int. 


we rds ¢ or 


NBC Cooperates in a Gen'l Community 
Effort to Sell N. Y. Fair to Country 





Some mystery surrounds the de- | factors collecting on the series are!of the N. Y. Fair, whence the daily 
| tails of the commercial program); Gibbons and the stations. Indica-| broadcasts will originate. 

series which is being launched today | one that the network itself wasn’t 
(Wednesday) in behalf of the New profiting from the hookup were | the series. 
York World’s Fair over the NBC given last week when Mutual, ll 











ed (WEAF) link. What is de-/| ing about the deal, wanted to know 
pe ie as ‘a group of Fair bond-| why it wasn’t getting some of the| REED KENNEDY AT KDKA 
holders’ has underwritten Floyd business. Mutual was informed that | Pittsburgh, July 25. 


the Fair authorities weren’t spend- 
ing the money and that NBC wasn’t 
cashing in on the series, 


Reed Kennedy is back at KDKA, 
tsburgh, for the summer. Has a 
Sunday afternoon spot and also sings 


Gibbons for a series of sales talks 
lon the exposition. It’s for five quar- 
ter-hours a week over a period of, 


nine weeks. The move is the first} Gibbons did a similar group of on Maurice Spitalny’s beer program. 
in an intense campaign to hypo at- | programs in connection with the Before becoming a network bari- 
tendance, which, the Fair heads ad- Chicago World’s Fair but under the tone, Kennedy got his radio spurs 
mit. has fallen far under the esti-| banner of the Palmer House, Chi at KDKA. 

onted figures. hostelry. He and a staff of four as- Fred Saviers of KDKA has joined 
| It is reported that about the only sistants will be housed on the ground. Westinghouse in Baltimore. 


| it in the hopper. 


Lord & Thomas is the agency on enough—or f 


| likelihood 


6000 POLITICS T0 
RAP CITY LICKER’ 


Washington Hears Dept. of 


Justice Will Renew Pros- 
ecution Suit of ASCAP 


Dormant Since 1935—Be- 
hind -the-Scenes Activity 
Intensifies 








PRESSURE 





Washington, July 25. 

Behind the scenes here at Wash- 
ington, .and with conduits back to 
home states in the south and far 
west, there is going on at the pres- 
ent time a renewed burst of activity 
in the long campaign to dethrone 
the principle of performance rights 


in music copyright as now em- 
bodied in the American Society of 
Composers Authors and Publishers. 
The latter is being assiduously built 
up in the minds of members of 
Congress as the villain incarnate 
of all monopoly. Some of the poli- 
ticians frorn rural or sparsely set- 
tled states are quick to detect the 
political possibilities of attacking 
ASCAP as ‘city slickers from New 
York.’ Such a division of the is- 
sue in terms the public—rather than 
the trade—would understand is 
one of the psychological factors that 
has ASCAP worried. It thrusts for- 
ward the confusion-creating ele- 
of a Federal problem, vast, 
and involved, getting kicked around 
in the vagaries of home state poli- 


small 
congressman 
would take on, in this kind of 
the technical detail and 
thankless labor of basic copyright 
revision. Although lacking such 
willingness to go te town for the 
radio broadcasting industry many 
legislators are nevertheless friendly. 


At the moment there is 
that any 


present overw helming dorains ition of political | ASCAP has as many anxieties, and 


On as many fronts, as 
| minister of Great Britain. 
Prosecution Due 
Meantime renewed Federal pros- 
ecution of ASCAP looks more 
passage by Congress 
copyright 
suit initiated back 
in 1935 is being dusted off for 
presentation to the U. S. District 
Court in New York during the Fall 
term. 


the prime 


aw. Forvotten 


Introduction of a bill by Senator 
Burton K. Wheeler, foe of the copy- 
right pooi and the _ broadcasters 
alike, revising the damage award 
provisions Of the present statute, 
doesn’t mean much. Congress will 
run home before any consideration 
can be given to legislation. But be- 
fore the law-makers return, the Jus- 
tice Department is almost certain 
to revive the attack which was sus- 
pended for taking of stipulation (os- 
tensibly) a few days after trial be- 
gan. 

The situation here is as follows: 

i. The NAB, with negotiations over 
| contract renewals still in progress 
is secretly egging on both the D. J. 
and Congress. 

2. Pressure has been exerted to 
force Attorney General Murphy to 
move soon to break up the alleged 
‘monopoly’ on music. 

3. The so-called ‘compromise bill’ 
| bringing the copyright laws uv to 
date is on the desks of several legis- 
lators, but nobody is_ interested 
riendly enough—to put 
Even if they did, 


| it would not receive any attention 
| this year. 


| Dealers. 


| 


4. Opinion of Associate Justice 
Hugo L. Black in the recent Supreme 
Court side-stepping of the Florida 
copyright suit has egged on the New 
Declaring that such ore 
ganizations should be curbed, the for« 
mer Alabama Senator voiced ideas 
which tantalized the Justice Depart- 
ment, catching the eye of Attorney 

(Continued on page 55) 
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RADIO EQUIPMENT, WIRED MUSIC UNIT 


RGED IN JOHN 





Involved Corporation Realignments—A Distant Eye 


On Future Use of Wires for Television Service— 


Competitor to Muzak 


—_—_—_—— + 
A merger of five major radio. KJR’s Grand Coulee Dises 
qui “nt, wire radio and patent 

caauaie waka Recorded by R. Bradley 


| 
companies with a new $1,000,000 par- | 
ent corporation, Radio Wire Televi- Seattle, July 25. 





or ica, een 

sion Corp. of America, has b The writer and producer of 
formed. John E. Otterson, former}; — ~. ‘ ’ ; 

head of “Electrical Research Prod- Washington at Work,’ KJR’s pro- 
ucts. Ine.. and Paramount Pictures,'! gram that acquaints the people of 


becomes head of the Company. He | the state with the industries of the 
has been largely inactive since leav- 


P t t f mat state, are moving to Grand Coulee, 
ine Paramount except for a sm: es 
venture into the foreign pictures Wash,, the first of August to do a 
distributing field. series of broadcasts from Grand 
Coulee Dam. 


A desire to expand Wholesale Ra- 
lio Service Co., Inc. (which operates | A crew of five will spend a month 
in 23 key cities), is ostensibly the 


| recording every phase of the huge 


main purpose back of the new setup.} government project in the most am- | 


However, Otterson’s initial statement} bitious series of programs yet un- 


alter being named president pointed | dertaken by local radio. Roland 
out the current technological trend! Bradley will be in charge. 


towards ultimate distribution of en- President Roosevelt and Secre- 
tertainment by wire, ‘particularly. ..| tary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes, 


OTTERSON COMPA 





Liggett-Rexall’s Encore 


Liggett-Rexall semi-annual trans- 
scription series will repeat its entire 


‘spring cast for the Nov. 1-2-3-4 re- 


; 
| 


| 
| 


| 


in the case of television.’ He said that | have been asked to make recordings 


the company’s operations, now con-| for use in series. 


fined to key spots along the Atlantic 
seaboard, probably would be extend- 
Bob Sylvester 
a © 
On Dixie Web 


rom Charlotte 





New corporation takes in the form- 
er holdings of Wire Broadcasting, 
Inc.. whose principal subsidiaries are 
Teleprograms, Inc., of New York; 
Telemusic, Inc., of N. Y.; Wire Pro- 
grams, Inc., of Delaware; Muse-Art. 
Inc., of Pennsylvania; Wire Broad- | 
casting. Inc., of Pennsylvania; | 
Tele-Vision-Music, Inc., of Washing- | 
ton. D. C.; Wholesale Radio; the | 
Transformer Corp. of America, a! 
manufacturing unit devoted to full 
line of radio and electrical products; Bob Syivester orchestra has been 
Tele-Capital Corp., a financing unit,| signed by the Lance Corp., southern 
and the Syndak Corp., a company] manufacturers of candy novelties, 
having patents relating to motion} for a band 
picture projection, sound and light- 
ing 

In addition to patents obtained, the way ; 
new company is licensed by Electri- 10:30 p.m. originating from 
cal Research Products, Inc., under | Charlotte, N. C. Sylvester is a for- 
the patents of Western Electric and | ™¢r arranser for Hal Kemp. 

Bell Telephone & Telegraph Co. Sponsor is planning to spread to 
a National net after the initial 13 


| 
Actual coin for the new setup, be-| stanzas if the show clicks on the 
| 
| 
| 





and using the entire CBS Dixie net- 
work. It'll be a half hour show twice 
weekly—Tuesday and Thursday at 


sides that furnished by active money-| southern hookup. 
making units taken under its wing, 
is reported to have come from Otter- 
gon personally and his associates. Be- 
cause of Otterson’s activity in the pi- 
oneering days of ERPI, his presence | 
at the head of the new corporation | 
takes on added significance although 
he long since severed his connection 
with ERPI. 


Business Men’s Glee Club 
Part of KMOX Program 
St. Louis, July 25. 


A unique choral group composed 
of 125 voices of business and indus- 


, \ E trial employes representing 75 St. 
> . R West, presisen: a Wire| Louis firms and believed to be the 
Broadcasting, and A. W. Pletman, | jargest organization of its kind in the 


head of Wholesale Radio, ere vice- 
presidents of Radio Wire Television 
Corp. Certification of incorporation 
was filed, July 20, at Wilmington, 
Del West is a former film man, 
having been promotion man- 
azer of ERPI, reporting to Charles 


country has been woven into a 15 
minute weekly sustaining spot over 
KMOX by Jerry Hoekstra, director 
of the station’s Public Affairs Dept. 
and himself a former baritone. The 
choristers appear on ‘The Onward 
Road’ program which is 


sales 


< caiags ee ra) ee a 7 designed to 
sid the ee ae “ business to the 
. ' er community through interviews. 
Used ERPI Equipment Program is scripted by Lynn C 
Oritinally West started a network’ Mahan, v p. of the Thomas Parry 
yf wired radio and music, using Corp. for St. Louisans, Inc., which 
ERPI ecsuipment. This was taken! has sponsored it since June, 1938 
a oe ~ = Subsequently, West | James C. Douglas, former musical 
a alee Oh ee known as director of k-Sar-Ben, Nebraska 
? . = with hotel men State civic organizaion, directs the 
“sors. This encountered dif- Warblers 
w ch the musicians’ union and 
f-) t} dev ped Wire Bri i‘ 


| 


| olive-Peat beginning Sept. 


' ging Cashmere Bouquet shop. 


leases (quarter hours) over 200 sta- 
tions. It’s first time in eight years 
anybody has been encored with the 
exception of announcer Basil Ruys- 
dael, who has always been ‘the Rexall 
man.’ 

Repeating this time are Graham 
McNamee, as emcee, Dave Rubinoff 
with 30 men, Arthur Boran, the mim- 
ic, and Buddy Clark. Walter Craig, 
of Street & Finney, is directing. 
World is recording. 


WAYNE KING 





TO CASHMERE: 


Wayne King will 
half-hour series for 


do a weekly 
Colgate-Palm- 
7, plug- 
It'll 


| be his first commercial since leaving 


| 


; winds up an 


show starting Sept. 28 | 


WBT, | 


Lady Esther more than a year ago 
after a run of seven consecutive 
years. Buddy Clark will be vocalist. 

New stanza will be. aired over 
CBS and will be paired in an hour 
wali: the same sponsor's ‘Gang Bust- 
ers. Will originate in Chicago. Ben- 
ton & Bowles is the agency. 

King, who tonight (Wednesday) 
engagement at the 
Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., will open in 
September at the Drake hotel, Chi- 
cago, after an extended fisi.ing trip. 


=z 


_ ASCAP-N.A.B. Meet in Late August 


| 








Spokesmen for the American Society of Com»osers, Authors and 
Publishers do not expect to be ready for any contract discussions with 
the National Association of Broadcasters before the end of August. 
So John G. Paine, ASCAP general manager, advised Neville Miller, 
NAB prez, last week when the latter asked that the committee from 
the two factions get together Aug. 1, 

With his letter to Paine, Miller enclosed a copy of the resolutions 
passed by the NAB’s recent convention in which the NAB copyright 
committee was authorized to continue its negotiations for a new 
ASCAP contract. The committee of two writers and two publishers 
delegated to work with Paine and Gene Buck on the new contract 
negotiations has yet to be named and it is figured at ASCAP that it 
will take several weeks before this committee can complete the pro- 
posals upon which ASCAP will base its negotiations. 

Meanwhile Buck and Paine are developing a program for the com- 
mittee’s guidance. Paine wrote Miller that he felt that substantial 
progress has been made in this direction but that it would be impos- 
sible for two groups to get together before the final week in August. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


During Horace Heidt’s absence in the hospital (emergency appen- 
dectomy), Arlene Francis is pinch-hitting as m.c. of the bandman'’s Mon- 
day night series for Tums. Meantime the ‘Answers from Dancers’ formula 
(sustaining) from the Biltmore hotel, New York, Saturday was not carried 
last week due to Heidt’s absence. NBC allows him to work with an open 
mike on an ad lib basis, but thought it more discreet to not employ the 
formula with a substitute. Heidt’s ‘Answers from Dancers’ has been a 
standby at both the Drake hotel, Chicago, and latterly at the Biltmore. 
The ‘Wheel of Fortune’ idea which has been pending for the Tums com- 
mercial is still uncertain. 


VARIETY is not reviewing the Monday night program for Tums until 
Heidt’s return. 














. 

William Weisman, v.p. and counsel of WMCA, N. Y., flew to Chicago 
Sunday night (23) to be en hand Monday to testify before a Federal Grand 
Jury listening to testimony dug up by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
which has been looking into an alleged monopoly of news of horse racing 


results by Moe Annenberg, newspaper publisher. Annenberg publishes 


| most of the current racing form sheets, and at one time set up a ticker 


| tiations 


Guy Lombardo replaced him on the | 


WMICA Seeks to Include 
Pair as Co-Defendants 
In 5506 Insurance Suit 


Application will be made to the 
New York supreme court today 
(Wednesday) by the Knickerbocker 
Broadeasting Co., Inc., operator of 
WMCA. to bring in as additional de- 
fendants Morris H. Siegal and Sam 
M. Siegal, doing business as the Pol- 
icyholders Advisory Council, and 
Donald Besdine, as the Policyholders 
Aid and Adjustment Bureau, in the 
libel action against it brought by the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., in 
which the latter seeks $550,000 dam- 
ages. 

An affidavit of Donald 
president of the WMCA, states that 
under a broadcasting agreement the 
two parties he seeks to bring in had 
agreed to indemnify the station 
against any libel action. Suit claims 
that broadcasts intimated unfair tac- 
tics by the plaintiff in securing poli- 
cies, and advised listeners against 
the purchase of certain types of in- 
surance, 





Jack Garrison, announcer at WJR. 
Detroit, is trying to melt off 25 
pounds to enable him to get com- 
mish in the Army Reserve Corps. 


" _ omer ss" Amer, School of Air Moved by CBS 


\ 8B icasiing has developed 
a x-like arrenvement for use in 
s and lar“e av nents where- 
ns could dial in for music 
oc sracial events. Company sita‘es 
it k~s a contract with World Broad- 
. ao “ ae ak — satin By switching its ‘American School ! 
sr >2deast music library. 


of the Air’ 
Wholesale Radio which has retail | the 
outle‘s engaged in merchandizing 


from a matinee spot to 
9:15-9:45 a.m, stretch, effective 
Oct. 9, Columbia has not only en- 
(Continued on page 53) | tangled itself in a time problem but 
. | aroused no little protest from affil- 

iated stations. Latter, particularly 
those located in the eastern time 
zone, are complaining that the new 
schedule for the program, something 
they consider a must from both the 
will move to new quarters atop Clay- jistener interest and FCC franchise- 
pool Hotel, The station will o¢- holding angles, falls within one of 
cupy the ninth floor of the hotel, and the most remunerative commercial 
spend extensively in improvements. periods of the day. It’s time that 
Hotel will get publicity in call let- few important stations fail to sell. 
ters as part of deal. CBS officials realize that some- 
Entire hotel will be wired for mike thing must be done about the time 
service during the numerous conven- problem as it affects stations out- 
tions that make hotel their headquar-' side of the eastern zone and the net- 
ters. work will likely recommend that its 


WIRE’s New Location 


Indianapolis, July 25. 
WIRE, NBC outlet in Indianapolis 


Into Choice Eastern Zone Time 


affiliates make recordings of the 
daily broadcast and re-air it during 
a period that is convenient to the 
station and that comes within the 
day's school session. 


Debbsie Back on KOMO 


Seattle, July 25. 

Capt. Dobbsie’s ‘Ship of Joy’ has 
returned to KOMO under sponsorship 
of Centennial Flouring Mills Mon- 
days through Fridays at 8:30 a.m. 
Programs fed to KHQ, Spokane. 

Dobbsie has cast of ten. They 
took Alaska trip with him on recent 
goodwill tour. He will continue his 
talent quest, presenting to dialers 
One new ‘discovery’ each day. Grand 
prize for winning contestant will be 
trip to San Francisco fair. 





| building program. 


| minute 


| 
Flamm, 


, around New 


system for quick 
down on 


results in New York bars, which the police cracked 
Harold Janis originally figured in the case because of the nightly racing 
results WMCA broadcasts, and he was supposed to attend the sitting, but 
Weisman went in his place. WMCA gets its flashes elsewhere. but at one 
time were dickering for Annenberg's service. Janis handled those nego- 
which never went through and he was to relate the whys and 
wherefores at the U. S. District Court in Chicago , 


John W. Milford has resigned as publicity director of the lamp depart- 
ment of General Electric (sponsor of Phil Spitalny) to join the 
relations staff of N. W. Ayer & Son agency in New York. 
been with GE since 1926, during which time he handled 
for ‘Light’s Golden Jubilee’ at Menle ~ rk, N. J, 
promotion and publicity of GE’s ‘New 


public 
Milford has 
press relations 
and was in charge of 
American’ demonstration home 


William B. Ricketts, of Chicago, will join the plans-merchandising de- 
partment of N. W. Ayer & Son agency at Philadelphia next Monday (24) 
as a research specialist. Ricketts is at present manager of the market sur- 
veys division of Booz, Fry, Allen and Hamilton, Chicago. He is also the 
author of several published studies on the measurement of radio and pub- 
lication advertising effectiveness and a past prez of the N. Y. 


Research 
Council. 


WTMJ, Milwaukee NBC-Red outlet here, may 


now be used by Blue 
Network advertisers, subject to availability. 


A Blue advertiser must yield 
the station to a Red Network client on demand, though the Blue sponsor 
has an hour program and the Red client only a 15-minute one. In such 
cases, if the Red program falls at beginning or end of the Blue hour, the 
latte: may WTMJ at the 49- 


sponsor utilize the remaining 45 minutes on 
rate, if he so desires, it was said, 

Radio Events, Inc., of New York, had its attorneys file an infringement 
and injunction suit against the Clef Co. of Chicago, National Tea Co, and 
WROK, Rockford, Ill, last week, alleging the audience participation 
game ‘Musico’ infringes on the Radio Events copyright ‘Title-O’. Clef ! 
produces ‘Musico’ and National Tea sponsors it over WROK. 

Mann, Brown & Cox of Chicago for Clef Co. and Montague & Casper of 
New York for Radio Events. 


Lord & Thomas agency’s complete and unusually clear-cut vindication 
in the Judge Manton case has made the agency personnel very happy. 
Albert D. Lasker emerged from his ordeal without difficulty. Agency has 
suffered a ‘bad press’ on this matter from the start and was hamstrung Dy 
its inability, under the legal circumstances, 
its own behalf. 


to sav anything until now li 


Life has 
» of company funds for sponsoring of a radio progran Met 


5 ’ 
ropolitan states its business and standing has 


+ ¢ 


' . , 
Metropolitan answered the complaint of a stockhold who 1 
t 


tO prevent u 


il 


) been attacked ove! 
by so-called insurance counselors and the company had to reply in kina, 
Industrial insurance is due to get a once-over by the national economic 


aa 
committee in Washington starting Aug. 16. 


‘The Human Adventure’ serie 
last night 


which Columbia Broad 
(Tuesday) 8-9 p.m. represents an experiment between the net- 
work and the University of Chicago in an effort to dramatize 
material. 


ting launched 
educational 
Upon its promise will depend the length and extent’ of the series. 
Brewster Morgan is directing and Doug Coulter is supervising for CBS 

Fred Waring's orchestra does its west coast repeat at 11 p. m. and NBC 
airs the last 10 minutes (after the Esso flashes) in New York and other 
eastern spots as an experiment. Waring bunch is now in the air-cooled 
Vanderbilt, N. Y., and is giving theatre audiences on both shows an added 
quarter hour entertainment. 


Eddie Latimer has made a cash settlement with Al Raymond of the #4 
vaude act of Raymond and Caverly, who claimed Latimer, teamed with 
Don Costello, presented the Raymond and Caverly routine over CBS ‘Gay 
Nineties’ program. Latimer had played some club dates with Raymond 
York. 


Page Crosley, daughter of Powel Crosley, of Cincinnati, was quietly 
divorced some time ago from Robert Jennings, radio director of the Kastor 
agency, Chicago. 


Interest of Harry C. Butcher, local v.p. of CBS. in the network 
stock, 


was wiped 
out during May through sale of 200 shares of Chass A 
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British Sports Nix Tele 





London, July 25. 


Battle between sports promoters and British Broadcasting Corp. is 
in its tensest stage, as demonstrated by fact that radio web was unable 
to touch the Harvey-McAvoy and Doyle-Phillips fights from the White 
City. Previously BBC has taken commentaries on practically all the 
pig prizefights, and recently scored some of its best television points 
with transmissions of these; the classic Boon-Danahar battle, in fact, 
did more to put the visual programs on the map than most other events 


telecast. 


Recent Armstrong-Roderick fiasco, when only a handful of cash cus- 
tomers showed up, set the pendulum swinging the other way, and 


General A. C. Critchley, controller 


of the Harringay Stadium set this 


at the door of radio and television, particularly as rights had been sold 
for big screen rediffusion in theatres. 

Equally significant is that even the newsreels were unable to get 
coverage of yesterday's events, believed due to dissatisfaction of the 


pro rs i 
modest limit. 


moiers at the terms offered. BBC is said to have gone its usual 








STAGE PLAYS: 


TELECAST IN 
ENGLAND 


London, July 18. 

Television is going for drama in a 
big way, and current week has full- 
length plays in the program six days 
out of seven. Frequency is guided in 
part by recent probe of 4,000 home 
viewers, who showed up strongly for 
this class of entertainment, 93% fa- 
voring actual play or variety hook- 
ups from theatres, 83° marking in 
full-length drama from the studio. 

Current series has a relay from 
the Garrick theatre Thursday night. 
when revival of “The Desert Song’ 
goes out on the ether in its entirety. 
Same day’s matinee will be used by 
television engineers as dress re- 
hearsal, Also telecast will be Wendy 
Hiller, making her first showing 
since the ‘Pygmalion’ film, playing 
title role in ‘The Fame of Grace 
Darling,’ heroic yarn of a lighthouse 
keeper’s daughter who performed 
brilliant rescue work during a storm. 
Play, aired Sunday and for repeti- 
tion Friday afternoon, runs two 
hours, making one of the longest 
straight sessions transmitted by Bri- 
tish Broadcasting Corp. from _ its 
Alexandra Palace studio. 

Also on week’s schedule are ‘In- 
quest,” by Michael Barringer; ‘Gal- 
lows Glorious,’ by Ronald Gow; and 
‘Sheppey,” by Somerset Maugham. 
Casts invariably include many 
prominent West End names, drama- 
tie personae of present group using 
such as Henry Oscar, Hilda Hreve- 
lyan, Mary Glynne, Viola Lyel, Ma- 
rie Ault, Louise Hampton, Aubrey 
Mather and Kynaston Reeves. 


Sheffield, England, Asks 
BBC for Television; 
Birmingham Has Track 








London, July 25. 

First municipal authority in the 
U, K. to ‘demand’ television facili- 
ties is Sheffield, where the City 
Council passed unanimously a reso- 
lution calling the British Broadeast- 
ing Corp. to establish a transmitter 
in the locality. View expressed in 
debate was that any city which 
failed to get early service was going 


to be left, because vision had gone so | 


rapidly forward. 

Motion was sponsored by a mem- 
ber of a local kinema board, who 
urged council should offer to put 
down some part of the necessary 
financing as an inducement to BBC 
to build. Backing of local Chamber 
of Commerce and business organi- 
zations is also being souzht. 

Unofticial indications still show 
Birmingham as first section of sticks 
to be equipped, with Manchester 
next, meaning Sheffie’d is not like- 
ly to see television in less than a 
Couple of years. 





OLDEST SUST!'NER? 


Mormon Tabernacle Choir Hasn't 
Missed a Cadenza Since 1928 








Salt Lake City, July 25. 

Tabernacle Choir of the Mormon 
church last week clocked its 10th 
anniversary as a coast-to-coast sus- 
tainer originating at KSL and fed 
to CBS. Richard L. Evans has pro- 
duced and announced the radio 
broadcasts since 1928. Choir is di- 
rected by J. Spencer Cornwall. 

Locally it is believed this is the 
‘dest continuous sustainer on the 


ur today. 





Sports Telecasts 











(Continued from page 1) 





advised in their antagonistic attitude 
toward it, just as they were when 
they fought the era of sound pic- 
tures, 

‘As I view it, sporting events will 
be televised on a sustaining basis 
with promoters, television transmit- 
ting companies and the theatre- 
gaing public sharing the cost. Spon- 
sored broadcasts, as is the general 
practice in present-day radio, would 
be the wrong method for us to use. 
The public wants to see top-notch 
hockey games, football matches, ath- 
letic contests, etc., and will be will- 
ing to pay to sit in a theatre ring- 
side seat if they cannot actually at- 
tend such events. We intend to get 
our proper share of such televised 
programs and if we can share in 
theatre admissions it will automatic- 


ship.’ 


turned down on the fight but are not 
inclined to blame Jacobs or Madi- 
son Square Garden which has co- 
operated with 


out any charge. Since there is no 
programs possible at this time, NBC 
admits it is not in a position to pay 
anything for the privilege. 

NBC likewise concedes that pos- 





sibilities for televising forthcoming 
big fights are slim, but denies that 
a long-term contract was discussed 
with Jacobs and Col. John R. Kil- 


proposition received a blanket turn- 
down 





ROGER PRYOR TO M.C. 


| NEXT GULF PROGRAMS 
| wash 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Good Gulf’s Screen Guild program 
will undergo three changes for the 
\fall resumption. Show gets a new 
|eemee in Roger Pryor; a change in 
|producers from Adrian Samish to 
| Joe Hill, and a fresh tag, Gulf Screen 
| Guild Theatre. George Murphy was 
| not available for the second series, 
!as the deal with Metro was for one 
quarter. 

Tom Lewis of Young 
| cam is here to get the program start- 
ed and then turns it over to Hill. who 
his been dispatched here from Y. & 
R.’s New York office. 


Paul Minor of WSUI, University 
of Iowa, added to 


the announcing 


staff of KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. 


Daytime Special kvents Not Im portant 


ally solve the problem of sponsor- 


NBC officials admit having been | 


NBC heretofore in|} 
making the six-day bike races and | 
the Baer-Nova fight available with- 


patrick of the Garden, or that such a | stallation 


j 





| 


| 





| 


commercial income from television | 


VARIETY $3 








BROADCASTERS, FILM MEN, 


PUBLISHERS | 


MAY BE FAVORED SONS OF TELEVISION 





Conn. Station Requests 
Permission for Visio 


Hartford, July 25. 

WTIC has made application to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion for permission to build a tele- 
vision station at the site of its trans- 
mitter in Avon. Understood that a 
transmitter of 1,000 watts maximum 
power will be constructed, 

Further plans await the action of 
the commission. Costs, date of op- 
eration etc., are in the dark, 


LAY OFF TELE 
FOR AUGUST 


NBC puts a stopper on the major 
part of its live television shows for 
the month of August. Network will 
use only three short live shows per 
week, each at noontime. Rest of air- 
ings will be film. 

It’s to allow for repairs to the 
studios and start preparing for fall 
programs. Also vacations of tele 
staff men will be gotten out of the 
way. 











Home Sets to Increase 
But Theatres Not Menaced, 
English Conference Told 


London, July 17. 
Bell read a paper on 
television at the Film Conference 


at Blackpool recently, taking the 
view that within the next five years 





Major C. H 


| 5.00,000 home receivers will be in use 


| dividual 


in Great Britain. He did not, in the 
face of this, think the picture house 
managements need have any partic- 
ular fear of it interfering with their 
receipts. 

It is estimated that something like 
$30,000,000 will be spent in the in- 
of receiving sets in the 
cinemas throughout England. The 
estimated cost of installation to in- 
exhibitors would be _ be- 


‘tween $5,000 and $10,000, and it is 


& Rubi- | 


understood sets can be rented for 
about $40 a week. 

The problem, according to the 
Major, is to receive high class 
service that would draw people to 
the theatres, and recommended that 
exhibitors refrain from equipping 
their houses with large screens un- 
til a d@finite basis was arrived for 
dependabie programs. He advocated 
that television licenses be issued by 
the Postmaster-General at a _ cost 
based upon the seating capacity of 
picture houses, so as to enable the 
patrons of even the smaller establish- 
ments to benefit by these exhibitions. 





Percy Deutsch Very Ill 


Percy Deutsch, president of World 
Broadcasting transcriptions, is seri- 
ously ill in New York with pneu- 
monia, 

He's at Harkness Pavilion. 








Licenses Likely 








July 26 
12 noon—June Hvynd. Betty 
Green on Children’s Fashions. 
12:15—Film, ‘The Cal! of Ha- 
Waii.’ 


12:45—George Ross, Broad- 
way columnist. 

12:55-1—Newscast. 

8:30-10:30 pm—‘The Dude 
Ranger’ (film), with George 
O'Brien, Irene Hervey. 

July 27 

12 noon — Arnold Constable 
Fashion Show. 

12:15—Film, ‘Venice.’ 

12:45—Alice Maslin, Wray 


Meltmar, ‘Make-up Magic.’ 
12:55-1—Newscast. 


8:30-9:30 p.m— Hav Fever,’ 
by Noe! Coward. with Isobel 
Elsom, Dennis Hoey, Wesley 


Addy, Virginia Campbell, Low- 
ell Gilmore, Barbara Leeds, 
Car] Harbord, Florence Edney. 
July 28 
12 noon—Sue Read, songs. 
12:15—Film, ‘Brittany.’ 
12:45—To be announced. 
12:55-1—Newscast. 
8:30-9:30 p.m.—Albert and Jo- 


sephine Butler, James G. Mce- 
Donald, Lucy Monroe, Pinky 
Lee. 
July 29 
8:30-10 p.m—Film feature, 


‘Carnival of Flanders,’ 
with English subtitles. 


in French 











FOR PUBLICITY 
VALUE 


Camden, N. J., July 25. 

KSTP, St. Paul, Minn., has made a 
deal with RCA here for the installa- 
tion of television demonstrating 
equipment similar to that at the 
N. Y. and San Francisco fairs. It 
consists of an electronic camera 
which picks up images and carries 


of standard home receivers a short 
distance away. 


Stanley Hubbard, KSTP prez, 





the station’s studios. Later it will 
be moved to outlying districts to 
give Minnesotans an opportunity to 
see what New Yorkers are getting 
via ether. 





visio at the NAB convention last 
| week, got several other bites there 
| from station ops for purchase of 
| visio equipment. Similar installa- 
| tions may be made in other parts of 


| the country. It is understood KSTP | 


paid only part of the actual cost for 
its equipment, RCA underwriting a 
|} portion of the expense to drum up 
interest. 


Television Aid To Theatres, Sez Rowson 


London, July 18. 
Forecast that big screen television 


|in theatres will not show up as a 


commercial matter so long as show- 


i'men are tied down to rediffusing 
itopical events mostly during the 


| morning and afternoon stanzas is 
made here by Simon Rowson, trade 
| analyst and market researcher. Mati- 
throughout the 


nee attendances 
lUnited Kingdom yield an aggregate 
of around 500,000 admissions, which 


‘is not enough, when the normal pic- | 


ture program has to be paid for as 
well, to justify costly expenditure in 
installing television equipment work- 


S 





ing out et a through charge at the 
lowest minimum of $25 a week per 
theatre, 

Manv like 


national occurrences 


‘the Derby, Oxford-Cambridge boat 


race, Wimbledon tennis champion- 
ships, royal processions and what 
have you, hold session during the 
daytime 
free to attend. 


cameras to film the events and re- 
produce them later in the day, but 
this would conflict with the news- 
reels, and therefore is not likely to 
be recommended by the trade. 


Averaze scale of tickets weekly 
oughout U.K., Rowson calculates, 
23,600,000, varying from around 


while the millions are not} 
Only way of holding | 
them back would be for television | 


| 30,000,000 weekly during the late fall 
,and winter to 15,000,000 in midyear; 
ja variation of between three ‘houses’ 
| weekly in summer to six in winter. 
i Daily admissions in summer approxi- 
mate to one full house on Saturdays, 
|and nearly half a house other week- 
| days. Thus admissions on a mid- 
summer day might drop to as little 
as 2,000,000 for the entire country, cf 
which three-fourths would attend 
after six o’clock in the evening, leav- 
ing half a million for the matinees 
and probably considerably less at 
any stated time at which an event 
was being televized. Winter figures 


might show up better, but there 
, 

aren’t s6 many shows to televize at 

that period. 
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them by special cable to a number | 


plans first to put the equipment in| 


RCA, which exhibbed the cabled | 


FCC Committee Formulating Ideas— Quick-Profit 
Promoters Not Liked — Zone Restrictions on 





| 
Washington, July 25 

| Preferential categories may be ret 
up by the FCC in seeking to estab- 
lish a definite licensing policy for 
television operators and minimize 
the chance of tongue-in-cheek pro- 
moters to carry on stock peddling 


activities by means of visual broad- 
casting permits. Novel step dis- 
cussed last week by the Television 
Committee, following adoption of 
the report urging a flexible set of 
| principles as the best way of ad- 
| vancing the art, would have the ef- 
| fect of interpreting the vague ‘pub- 
| lie interest, convenience, and neces- 
sity’ phrase according to the quali- 
| fications of prospective station own- 
;ers. At the same time, possibility 
of a monopoly would be limited and 
room left for future expansion. 
The course which is likely to be 
recommended to the full Commich 
| in the fall involves laying down in 
advance a set of varying require- 
ments for different types of individ- 
uals interested in exploiting tele- 
vision, Without making promises in 
advance, the FCC probably will an- 
nounce that preference is to be given 
| certain groups of applicants and that 
| number of permits will be restricted. 
| _ What has been suggested is adop- 
| tion of a statement that in granting 
requests for visual privileges pref- 
|} erence will be given to broadccast- 
| ers, motion picture interests, news- 
| papers, and manufacturers of radio 
| equipment, with all others taking 
their chances on ability to show su- 
|perior qualifications and _ better 
rendering desirable 
Basic idea is 
, that these groups already are gen- 
|eraily experienced in providing en- 
tertainment and information to larve 
groups of people and have a show- 
manship sense and feeling of re- 
sponsibility that naturally fits them 
to carry out obligations involved in 
an experimentation ticket. 


Zone Principle 


The Commish is likely to dust off 
the old zone principle of allocation 
—or a variant with less rigid ovt- 
| lines—to minimize conflicts and see 
that all areas are assured video serv- 
ice. This would mean some sort of 
formula fixing the number of plants 
}in the principal geographical areas 
| or the exact distribution of fre- 
| quencies to different sections of the 
| country. Probably it would be sup- 
| plemented by a tacitly-understood 
| rule that only a certain number of 
assignments would go to any city— 
say not over two or three permits 
in one metropolitan area—and ar 
unofficial table of mileage separae 
| tion between stations that, in cone 
junction with the other limitations 
would discourage multiple ownere 
ship and insure a maximum degree 
of competition. There is some 
thought of preventing any onerator 
from holding more than one ticket, 
although it may not be set down on 
paper. 














Untried Regions 
| In establishing preferential sched- 
ule, the Commish may well put at 
the top of the list individuals whe 
wish to try out the upper freauen- 
cies which have not been exploited 
so far. This could mean that with 
the number of assignments restricted 
in a certain snot, the person inter- 


ested in exploring the uncharted 
parts of the spectrum would enjoy 
better prospects than a local al 
seeking to use berths which already 
have been tested. 

Underlying thought behind such 


| an approach is to reduce the danger 
that individuals chiefly interested in 
quick profits would gain a stranzle- 
hold. Remembering what hanpened 
in rural broadcasting, members of 
_ the Commish wish to do everything 
possible to insure that first comers 
will have a prover appreciation of 
their publie obligations. With the 
number of places for television 
plants even more strictly limited 
than-in the sound field. it is imvera- 
tive to make sure no Ponzi's tie up 
precious resources. Individuals 
whose chief motive is to build up a 
station which can be sold for a hend- 
some profit or to attract attention 
to some other commodity or reryve- 


ta itt & Aeaniirasead se + . ~ 
ic@é will be discouraged es 7 cmon ee 
possible under a general credo of 
this kind. 
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NBC Quietly Observes a Milestone 





The Photographic Department Does Not Bake a Cake 
to Celebrate Its 10,000th Negative 





San Antonio, July 25. 


WOAI, San Antonio. Heard on the | 
Saturday Night Review, a studio! 








By BOB LANDRY 

The NBC _ photographic 
quietly passed its 10,000th negative 
jJast week in New York. 


solution. Clay Morgan, from up- 


gow would be 10,001 and the com- | 


armies 10,002 in the NBC morgue. | 


Exploding flash-bulbs in the face of | Rich. 


prominert visitors to Major Lohr’s 
office is one of the miscellaneous 
duties of the photographic bureau. 
With an extra print for the major’s 
files. 

NBC's publicity department is a 
great milestone - commemorator. 
There was the memorable occasion 
when Miss Household Hints baked 
her 300th cocoanut marshmallow 
tart on the Super-burp baking pow- 
der program. And the time that an- 


nouncer McNorman Crossnamee hit} utive 
his 1.000.000th double sibillant. It! Federation 


has also been estimated that a cer- 
tain NBC salesman has completed 





|tures is what to do with them after- 
Nobody wards. 
baked a cake and there was hardly | to break its lists into editors who 
any interruption of the usual busi-| want (a) skin and satin, (b) action, 
ness routine as the 10,000th negative | (°) -ioge vd = ligne 
Swi ssil bout in a chemical | Home town angies , s sure- 
ee hm When Vice President Garner’s 
stairs, phoned down to demand serv- | niece was a singer at NBC every 
ice in Major Lohr’s office not know-| Paper in Texas was a cinch, — 
ing that the Lord Provost of Glas- | there's nothing like personality in a 
-s tight-fitting dress to get a lot of cir- 
manding general of the Brazilian ; culation. 


HOLT, HELLER 


George Heller, 
sociate executive-secretary, plane to 


| promotion department to a sponsor's which was heard over WOAI until | 
bureau | friend. | 


One of the problems of taking pic- | 


Experience has taught NBC | 


Fred Allen. 


But 


presentation with all performers on! 
WOAI taking part. | 

Replace the Simpson Sisters Trio | 
recently when trio was broken up 
due to the death of one of the sis- 
ters. 





‘Want a Divorce 
East on Coffee 





The 10.000th negative was Irene 


TO CHICAGO 


Mrs. Emily Holt, national exec- 
secretary of the American 
of Radio Artists, and 
treasurer and as- 


4,000 round trips between Radio City Chicago this morning (Wednesday) 


and the Waldorf-Astoria men’s bar.! for conference with 


heads of the 


On any or all such occasions the | union’s local regarding the dispute 
photographic bureau is more than! with the agencies there. 


likely to be there to take a picture. | 


They'll remain ‘several days,’ re- 


These pictures are known as special| turning to New York as soon as 


events. 


They differ from another} possible to 


participate in the or- 


type of photograph called ‘leg art’| ganizational drive of the American 
from which the original fame of the! Guild of Variety Artists and the | midnight two-hour stretch of dance | 


bureau sprang. 

Way back in the stone age of ra-| 
dio, about 1930, Ray Lee Jackson | 
started the systematic development 
of glossy prints for NBC. Then and | 
since the great ambition of the net- | 
work’s pressagentry was to inject a| 
little sex into radio publicity. Radio | 
was so downright homefolksy that} 
the idea was spreading that its in-| 
genues wore red flannels. The pho-| 
tographic bureau has manfully de- 
voted itself during the past nine 
years to rendering the absurdity of | 
this notion manifest to all eyes. 


The unofficial motto of the pho-| 
tographic bureau is ‘give that little | 
girl a great big personality.’ A good 
radio publicity still is a two-column 
cut showing black silk gams, big | 
eyes. slightly protruding, and long | 
manicured fingers with a firm grip | 
on an NBC microphone. The orig- | 
inal idea (which had to be aban- | 
doned) was to have the girl do al 
cheek-to-cheek with the, microphone | 
so that the editor had to love both | 





of ‘em. Too many editors chose the | 
or else, ie., the wastebasket. NBC 


compromised. | 

They're much more subtle now 
about the NBC eall letters. It’s | 
sometimes not the most conspicious | 
item in the picture. This is the new 
NBC. 

Taboos 

The photographie bureau is long 
en tact. Nobody may pose with a 
cigarette because smoking is not per- | 
mitted in NBC studio. (Ben Bernie 
was exception he being considered 
a torso attached to a stogie.) No- 
body may pose with a tall high glass 
full of amber fiuid and shaved ice. | 

hat sort of thing is not associated 
with people from NBC. Sidney 
Destor, Jackson’s colleague, once 
photographed a wedding ring on an 
actress that was supposed to be a 
mere chickadee in one of the day- | 
time syrup serials. He had to touch 
up the negative to remove the tell- 
tale band. Now he always investi- 
gates—discreetly—to ascertain if the 
lady should or should not sport a! 
digital marker. For example, Ma'| 
Perkins should. | 


Do many actors refuse to have, 
their picture taken? Like chorus | 
girls refusing diamond wrist watches | 
—it has been known but not often, | 
Human nature, it seems, is pretty, 
consistently willing to expose its 
countenance to the mercies of a 
camera. This is not one of the bu- 
reau’s troubles. Although it does 
have troubles occasionally. 

Bill Houssler, Robert Fraser and 
Frank Westhaver are the three other | 
photographers in the department. | 
All are prepared at a moments no- 
tice to grab a camera and dash up- 
stairs, downstairs or out somewhere. 
In the department’s own group of 
rooms just off the publicity pit they 
are equipped to photograph anything 
from a chaste chart from the sales 


, ‘Factfinder’ 


Interna- 
Stage 


threatened fight with the 
tional Alliance of Theatrical 
Employees 


General Meeting 
Chicago, July 25. 

The Local Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists is 
holding a general membership meet- 
ing tonight (Tuesday). It’s the lo- 
cal’s annual get-together of all mem- 
bers for general discussion of AFRA 
conditions and policy here. 

Usually the general meeting would 
he held late in August, but it has 
been shifted ahead due to the pres- 
ent crisis in Chicago over the cur- 
rent AFRA-broadcasters negotiations 
on a local commercial set-up and 
code, 


ST. LOUIS CHAPTER 
ELECTS NEW SLATE 


St. Louis, July 25. 


Harry W. Flannery, commentator | 
on KMOX, was elected president of | 


the local chapter of AFRA last 
Thursday (19) at the annual meeting 
held at Meibourne Hotel. Some 75 
of the 190 members cast ballots at 


| the meeting that lasted until 3:30 a.m. 
} Other 
| Short, gabber, KSD, first v.p.; Herb 


officers chosen were Wayne 
McCready, gabber, WEW, second 
v.p.; Nellie Booth, free lance actress, 
re-elected recording sec. and treas. 
An executive sec. will be chosen. 
Don Phillipps, retiring prez, KMOX; 
Norman Paule, KXOK: Elmira Roes- 
sler, Coyita Bunch, Adelaide Tarrant 
Strong, Esther Witt, Frank Bacon, 
Herman Waldman, free lance, and 
Maurice Cliffer, Llovd Clay, Lewis 
and Ray Shumate of KMOX consti- 
tute the Board of Directors. 

Miss Booth, Cliffer and Short have 
been chosen as delegates to AFRA’s 
national convention in Chicago, Aug. 
24-27 and Phillipps, Lewis Shumate 
and Miss Strong are alternates. The 
new officers will be installed at a 
dinner within the next 30 days. 


. . b J e 
Hickok Oil’s Tieup 
Detroit, July 25. 
Hickok Ojt Corp., bankroller of 
program three times 
weekly over WXYZ here, is working 
out a setup for distribution of show’s 
scripts to listeners. Will make avail- 





|, able through its 1,800 gasoline sta-' 


tions in Michigan and Ohio self-ad- 
dressed and stamped postal ecard, 
which listeners may obtain and mail 
to sponsor for copy of any program’s 
seript. 

Figures to get listeners into com- 
pany’s gas stations, too, as well as 
providing students, libraries, and 
other listeners with fact-data copies 
containing baily for ‘Hi-Speed Gas,’ 


Dealers Co-Op 





The ‘I Want a Divorce’ program, 
| Which is currently on the CBS Pa- 
| cifie link out of KNX, Los Angeles, 
|for S. & W. Coffee, will go cross- | 
| country Oct. 1 on a co-operative basis 
with regional and local coffee roast- | 
ers doing the underwriting. Time 
blocked out for the series on CBS is 
5 to 5:30 p.m. EST, Sunday. 
Program deals with case histories | 
of couples who were saved from the | 
divorce courts by timely advice. 
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For the Sharpies 
Lincoln. 
Station KFOR is making a com- 
mercial good thing of the 10-12 





|}musie that is fed in by the net- | 
| work. This period is called ‘The 
Dance Parade’ and some 40 spot 
breaks occurring during the pe- 


riod have been sold in bulk to Ma- 
gee’s clothing store. 

It brings in added revenue to the 
station at class C rates. Clothier 
likes the buy as the music guaran- | 
tees a listening audience of hotcha 
youngsters of the kind that fancy the 
flambouyant line of attire the store 
specializes in. Looks to be even a 
| better proposition in the fall when 
the University of Nebraska sharpies 
return to town. 

Idea carries one necessary pre- 
caution: The advertising must avoid 
even a hint that the orchestras are 
‘sponsored’ by the blurb-buver. 


Postal Tele. Tie-Up 
| New Haven. 

Tie-up of WELI with Postal Tele- 
graph whereby station’s dance rec- 
| ord session invites listeners to send 
}in requests via wire company has 
|proved profitable to both. WELI 
}and Postal go 50-50 on receipts at 
special rate advertised during turn- 
table program, and broadcaster’s end 
has already been bettering $60 
weekly, 

WELI turned to Postal when tele- 
phone company complained about 
line jams and mail load became too 
heavy and too expensive to handle 

More G-Man Stuff 
San Antonio. 

A series of programs based on 
interviews with Gus T. Jones, special 
agent of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation presented from the 
studios of WOAI are heard each Sun- 
day evening with Corwin Riddell, 
| WOAI news editor handling the 











talks. ‘G-Men Against Crime’ seeks 
to explain through specially pre- 
pared scripts the intricacies -m- 


ployed by the members of the FBI 
to round up criminals and_ stop 
| crime in a manner that the average 
| person can understand them. 

| What to do in case of kidnaping 
|and other precautionary ways to 
prevent crime are told in detail. 





Strictly Giveaway 


San Antonio. 
‘The Wheel of Fortune Spins’ is 





| are paying attention. Prizes range 
| from a loaf of bread to a quart of 
_ ice cream and a suit cleaned and 
| pressed. No strings attached, no en- | 
| tries to make, no labels to save. 

KTSA picks names from phowe book | 
aming at ladies audience. No com- | 
| mercials excepting that the prize is| 
' a product of so and so. 


| 


B.C. Headache Remedy renewed | 
for a five-minute sports review daily 
through WWL, New Orleans. Marks 
| the beginning of the eighth year sta- | 
| tion has held the account in New 
Orleans exclusively. 


Sister Act at WOAI {3 


Read Sisters is new vocal trio at | 


+O OOoee 


: burg, 


! York 


‘for Camels. 
| New York last week to line up free-lance writers. 


new KTSA program which is prize | 
giver-outer stunt to test if listeners | 
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From the Production Centers 





PEFFFHPHFF OGG FG Goooeeees, 


IN NEW YORK CITY ... 


Ev Mead will produce the Walter O’Keefe show for Lifebuoy on CBS 
.-.-he handled the Al Jolson series for the same account... .Jimmy Kelso, 
of the former vaudeville act and now a radio writer, will be N.Y. rep for 
stations in Melbourne, Australia....Frank Mason of NBC and wife plan- 


-ning to hop Atlantic on Yankee clipper....John Royal, who went oven 


that way, due back from overseas by boat....CBS deep sea fishing junket 
included Harold Fellowes, Kingsley Horton, A. D. Willard, Bill Schudt, 
Bill Williamson, Linc Dellar, Royal Penny, Merle Jones, Jack von Volken- 
Kelly Smith, Earl Gammons, Don ‘Thornburgh, Earl Bucklund, 
George Moscovics and Art Hayes. 

Rita Cave of the Odeon theatre, London, who has been once-overing New 
radio, back to England Saturday....Richard McDonagh, NBC 
scripter, returned last week from a Caribbean trip....Elizabeth Love has 
left the Lakewood players at Skowhegan, Me., to rejoin the ‘Big Sister’ 
program....Waiton Butterfield is scripting the current ‘Hollywood Ladder 
of Fame’ series on the Coast for NBC....Lewis Titteron, NBC script head, 
is vacationing at his upstate New York farm....Tom Langan, of the NBC 
staff, last week spoke at the Columbia University Teachers’ college sum- 
mer session on ‘How Not to Write for Radio.’ 

James Bloodworth is now writing the ‘Blondie’ series Mondays over CBS 
...Kenneth Robinson, NBC script head in Chicago, was in 


Carroll O’Meara, who has been producing the Al Pearce show in Holly- 
wood, will spend the next four weeks in Young & Rubicam’s home office 
as vacation pinch-hitter. 

Genevieve Rowe on leave from her five 
Nassau . . . Kidoodlers guest on the George Jessel program tonight 
(Wednesday)... Merry Macs, playing theatres during Fred Allen’s hiatus, 
at Chicago theatre, Chicago, week of Aug. 4 . . Jack Berch, tri-weekly 
airer for Sweetheart Soap, has been renewed, effective Aug. 1, through 
Columbia Artists and the Franklin Bruck Agency. 


Radio players who have moved to New York from Chicago since last 
year include Ethel Owen, Betty Cain, David Gothard, Spencer Bentley, 
Ray Johnstone, Elizabeth Reller and Templeton Fox. Directors include 
Maurice Lowell, now with Benton & Bowles; J. Clinton Stanley, with 
Leland Hayward agency; Bob Welsh, with Young & Rubicam: Steven Gross, 
with Blackett, Sample & Hummert, and Basil Lauglin, with Ed Wolf Asso- 


radio shows to vacation in 


| Ciates. 


Red River Dave, cowboy warbler over WOR for Bell & Co., is now 
loosening his tonsils nightly at the Swift exhibit at the N. Y. Fair...Ray 


| Winters, announcer and producer at WOR, will also free-lance as radio 


and newsreel spieler. Becomes assistant producer of the transcribed 
‘Career of Alice Blair’ and ‘Miss Julis’ serials for MceCann-Erickson and 


retains his regular Paramount newsreel spot and his Bell & Co. com- 
mercial over Mutual. 
IN HOLLYWOOD... 

Richfield Reporters John Wald and Ken Barton touring Coast towns 


and making speeches at service clubs so the natives can see what they 
look like. Wayne Miller, who writes their daily grist, also on the junket. 


Reporter has been on NBC coast red for seven consecutive years....Hugh 
Wedlock, Jr., and Howard Snyder will cook up the gags for Walter O’Keefe 
on the fall Lifebuoy series....Dick Powell overturned for the Ethy! show, 


which if consummated, would have him and O'Keefe swapping jobs.... 
Joe Parker, NBC producer, proved his versatility by writing the music, 
lyrics and dialog for Idea Mart musical-comedy-drama, ‘Holdout For 
Heaven,’ and then going out and producing it....Jim Ameche and Gale 
Page, Woodbury summer performers, have been optioned for the fall. 
Charles Boyer, however, will be back in his old spot....Heavy exodus 
from here for Bohemian Grove Encampment up north 
ting down their hair at the hijinks are Don Gilman. Harrison Holliway, 
Syd Dixon, Murry Brophy, Edgar Bergen, Lawrence Tibbett, Jascha 
Heifetz, Walter Bunker, Jr., Edward Arnold, Jean Hersholt. John Charles 
Thomas and Mario Chamlee....Ev Meade resting up at Mexico City.... 
Bill Bacher lolling in the sand at Waikiki. ...-Tiny Ruffner hiked east to 
find out how he stands. With Lifebuoy going east and Edward G. Robin- 
son in full control of his ‘Big Town’ opus, there would be little here for 
hiin to do. He insists he’ll remain here even if he has to chuck his Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan berth....Kraft Music Hall set for another vear on NBC red 
Although Joe Penner’s new Ward bread series takes the air from NBC 
studio here, program will not be heard west of Chicago. Take off date is 
Oct. 6....Bill Sharples his own sponsor on KIEV, Glendale. Doing his 
old turn for a dog food after 13 years’ plugging someone else’s product on 
KNX....Alan Thompson down from Sovramento to join KNX announcing 
staff. Friends of Freeman Gosden (Amos) don’t know whether it's a 
gag or not, but at his home the only ciggies around are Chesterfields 
A & A opposish on NBC is Fred Waring, who is backed by that brand of 
weed....Harry Leroy’s Telephone Quiz on KFWB was picked by L. A. 
County Fair for 13 weeks of advance bally. 


Among those let- 


IN CHICAGO... 


Both Don Pedro and Paul Page, who have individual warbling programs 
for Evans Fur, are commuting from Wisconsin spots where they are cone 
ducting their individual bands, for daily Chicago broadcasts... .Agnes 
Seward, NBC press department vet, taking a leave of absence....Walter 
Blaufauss, NBC musical conductor, has had his ASCAP classification 
hopped another notch....Aline Ballard’s new show fer Procter & Gamble, 
which starts on NBC midwest hook-up on July 31, has been retitled 
‘Trouble With Marriage’ due fact that original moniker, ‘Second Fiddle,’ 
is now blazoned on the current Tyrone Power-Sonja Henie flicker.... 
Chuck Grant has been written out of the ‘Scattergood Baines’ show for a 
month and he’s gone off on a vacash. 


—_—— 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


All talent auditions for KPO and KGO are now being. handled by pro- 
ducer Gene Clark, who devotes his Thursday afternoons to interviewing 
applicants; chore was handled previously for NBC by Consolidated Radio 
Artists’ local office...KYA mikeman Robert Forward back at work and 
recovered from a throat infection...Watson Humphrey, who produted 
Bennie Walker’s Homestead Amateur Hour for the Leon Livingston agency 


until the program folded recently, has been added to the KYA production 


staff to create and produce commercial shows...Paul Martin, whose music 
has been aired over coast-to-coast NBC networks from here for several 
years, is spending a three-months’ leave of absence in New York. 


Miller Tape at WTIC 
Ray Barrett, mikeman at WDRC, | Hartford, July 25. 


ei | Miller recording tape has signae 
has been promoted to head an-!/,.. 7. P 

tured W ar j H ract. 
nouncer of that station. cheap Sagan iy Ae apache 


ais _ | Makes the second 50,000-watter 
Position had been held by studio | tieg up within a month, the other 


Walter Haase, i being WOR, Newark. 


Ray Barrett’s New Title 
Hartford, July 25. 


manager 
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Local Advertisers’ Viewpoint 





(The following explanatory matter 


Chicago, July 25. 
was originally contained in a letter | 


sent last week to Ray Jones, executive secretary of the Chicago chapter | 


of the 


issue separating management and employees is payment of special fees in | 
addition to staff salaries for local radio announcers. The economics of local; utes on WMAQ six times per week 
radio are sketched herewith as part of the plea that the added burden! prior to 9 a. m. The time cost is. 


would throttle local radio. 








l be $768 per week under the pro- | 


posed AFRA code. Obviously, this is | 


sD 





also ridiculous. Even one-tenth of 
this amount would be a prohibitive 
cost to add to the burden of these 
advertisers. And gentlemen, if you 


do not believe it, just check with |: 


~ AFRA’s Local Pay Viewpoint 


Chicago, July 25. 


(In answer to the letter written by adman R. J. Scott (see adjoining 


any of them and find with what great | columns) the viewpoint of the actors’ union is set forth in the following 


The | those co-sponsors. 
Take the example of fifteen min- | 


$306 per week and under the pro- 


The Chicago situation is being closely watched in broadcasting generally | posed AFRA Code the announcer’s 
because it is seen as a model for AFRA procedure and labor costs in other | cost would be $96 per week, an in- 
| crease of more than 30%. 


local situations.) 





By R. J. SCOTT 


Schwimmer & Scott 


To fully appreciate the prob- 
Jems that are presented to the 
proadeasters and agencies handling 
the majority of local radio, we must 
recognize the difference between a 
national radio advertiser and a local 
radio advertiser. * * * 

Even the largest of local adver- 
tisers, such as Marshall Fields, at 


Agency, Chicago, Ill. 
charge his entire expenditure for | 
talent against the one market in 
which he is operating. 


As a comparison between the costs | », axi 
: : | pay a maximum of $11 per customer, 
charged against the Chicago market | ° ws 9 


for two shows of the same type, one | 


network and one local, let’s use the 
following comparison: 


Professor Quiz broadcast over 34 | 





best, can take advantage of less 


than 50% of the audience reached | 


by a major station. 


As another example, let us take a | 


local merchant operating an estab- 


lishment on 63rd street: The best he | 


can hope for by using a major sta- 
tion in Chicago, is to reach the peo- 
ple living within a five-mile radius 
of his store—-because 90% of his 
total business comes from that area, 
even though that area contains only 
15% of the total audience reached 
by that major station. * * * 

“Another very important factor that 
enters into the limited results that 
a local advertiser can obtain from 
radio, is the fact that the chains have 
the preference of the better times on 
the air. Since the total talent cost 
of the local advertiser's program. is 
charged to the one market, the re- 
sult is that the local advertiser pays 
more for talent per city, and pays for 
time that in most instances is less 
desirable. * * * 

In the case of the local advertiser, 
he has almost a day-to-day check, 
and there is no mysiery about 


whether advertising is profitable to | 


“* * 


him or not. 


Local Advertisers Go 


Along on Short Figuring 


Local advertisers seldom work on 
a set appropriation. In nearly every 
case, these advertisers work on their 
ability to pay. The local advertiser 
supports his first radio efforts from 
the business that he is doing as a 
result of his location, or through his 
other sources of contacting the pub- 
lic. Usually this enables him to use 
only a limited amount of radio ad- 
vertising. Generally the local ad- 
vertiser starts in by using spot an- 
nouncements on minor stations at the 
least expensive time. Then, by a 
slow process of education, concentra- 
tion, and careful handling and plan- 
ning of his sales message, with spe- 
cial offers from time to time, this ad- 
vertiser is stepped up to a 15 min- 
ute program using recordings on a 
little better station. 

As I said before, the broadcasters 
have realized this situation, and 
have within the past two years, made 


ent cost including prize money, etc., 
| $1,000 per week. 

The Salerno Questionnaire broad- 
| cast over WMAQ, approximate esti- 
mated talent cost, including prize 
money, etc.—$300 per week. 

Based on the above figures, on the 
Professor Quiz Show, the advertiser 
charged $87.00 against Chicago mar- 
ket, whereas the entire $300 of the 
Salerno Questionnaire was charged 
against the Chicago market. 

The sponsor of Professor Quiz took 
complete advantage of the total cir- 
culation coverage of WMAQ, where- 
as, because of Chicago distribution 
only, Salerno could take advantage 
only of the Chicago portion—or less 
than one-half of the total circulation 
coverage of WMAQ. 

This will again point out the mis- 
take of making radio so expensive 
that the local advertiser cannot af- 
ford to use radio at all. * * * 

Let me point out some of the un- 


the recently proposed AFRA code: 
In Chicago, on one of the Class B 
stations, there is a program known 
jas the ‘Night Watch’ which runs 
from midnight until 4 a. m. The 
| time cost for this program is $400 
per week. According to the schedule 
of rates AFRA has set up for an- 
nouncers, the announcer cost alone 
on this program would be $448 per 





week. Obviously, a ridiculous sit- 
uation. 
Let’s take another example: the 


racing program on one of Chicago's 
Class B stations. This is a four-hour 
program with eight different spon- 
sors. This entire program is pur- 
chased as bulk time thereby en- 
abling these advertisers to coopera- 
tively sponsor this entire four hours, 
giving each one a lower rate than 
any one would have to pay if he 
purchased a half hour individually. 

The cost for the two announcers 








Authors 


} 


wherever possible in view of their | 
increased overheads, and we believe | 
that some progress has been made | 
along these lines. But to turn around; Radio actors and writers organiza- 
now, and further increase the cost| tions, which have been alternately 
of local radio, you might just as/ growling and handshaking for nearly 
well kiss local radio goodbye. la year on the question of jurisdiction 

lis is not a matter of mere|over scripters, are tightening for a 
theory. It is entirely a matter Of | showdown siege. 


to get from his dollar invested in | ganizing of air authors, while the 


local radio. 

Cost of all talent has been such in 
Chicago that only the largest local 
radio advertisers could build the 
type of programs that would enable 


|Radio Writers Guild, the scripters’ 


| group, is apparently digging in for an | 


| extended battle over the issue. 
| An unusual phase of the situation, 
|however, is that neither outfit will 


them to compete with network tal- 
ent. Therefore, not only because 
the networks take the best time but 


|discuss its attitude or plans. The 
| warfare, if that’s what it’s to be, ap- 
: ae |parently won't be merely a barrage 
neta of mo nna’ ps wae ed accusations and handouts. RWG, 
er on shen ante Pragpeoschs are 90 | which has been coming to a boil over 
great that his advertising is not | the matter for some time, has finally 
profitab] 2S | carried the issue to its parent or- 
| ganization, the Authors League of 
Vj Es i America. Latter’s council meets to- 
be Talent sential To | day (Wednesday), with the air 
Meet Web Opposition | scripting pegs — of Press 
Live talent shows are not only | Prime items et "a a or 
desi entinne lwhat action wil e taken (or 
esirable to a local advertiser, but | : ataee tet & kids 
often necessary to enable him to | Planned) is a mystery, du. snty 
Compete with the other programs | es “a a } 
On the air at the same time. It) the organization 1s the reluctance of 
would be unwise from the stand- | the members to ~~ “" pages . 
Point of all concerned to raise the| A possible step mig at : Bis ing 
cost of such programs and thereby | barring from future members ip in 
Shut the door on this type of local | the Authors League all writers join- 
programming. : ing AFRA rather than RWG. While 
The network advertiser spreads his that would presumably wwe little ef- 
expenditure for talent over all the fect on air authors at the moment, it 
stations on the network, whereas! might be a grave matter for them in 
That 


because the 


he local advertise: naturally must the future i 


On a Class B station, five days a 
week, using two announcers, the 
time cost is $180, and according to 
the rates set up by AFRA the an- 
nouncer cost would be $40. More 
than a 22% increase. 

This time is now being used by 
a local credit clothier who can only 


and even at the present cost, the 
program has been just barely profit- 
able and there is a question in his 
mind whether he should cancel ra- 


: : : | dio and forget about it, and go to 
stations—approximate estimate tal- | 


newspapers. Even at this time he is 
testing newspaper copy with the 
thought in mind that if his cost per 
customer is less, he will turn to 
newspapers and drop radio. Is this 
the decision that you are attempting 
to force on local advertisers? 

On a certain minor station we are 
offering for sale the period from 
10:30 to 11:30 p. m. six days per 
week, using two announcers, with a 
time cost of $225, and according to 
the scale as set up by AFRA, the 
announcer’s cost would be $192— 
nearly 100% increase. 

We believe the foregoing facts are 
sufficient to warrant our taking the 
attitude that to establish a fee for 
staff announcers, regardless of the 
size of the fee, would, over a rea- 
sonable period of time, kill more 
than 50% of all local radio. 





fairness of the demands as made in | 


American Federa- | 
the advertiser's actual ability to pay,|tion of Radio Artists, the performer | 
and what he can reasonably expect/ union, is going ahead with its or-| 


| significant clue as to the temper of | 





KYW UP FOR HEARING 
BEFORE LABOR BOARD 


Philadelphia, July 25. 

Federal mediator has been named 
iby the National Labor Relations 
Board to sift charges brought by the 
American Communications Associa- 
tion and the United Electrical and 
Radio Workers against Westing- 
house-owned stations and the West- 
inghouse factory. ACA and UERW 
claim that the company ‘refuses to 
bargain collectively in the true 
spirit of the Wagner act.’ ACA 
charges pertain specifically to KYW 
here. At repeated meetings, West- 
inghouse refused to give the union 
a signed contract and wants to make 
agreements for only one month at 
a time, which the ACA declares is 
too short a time. 

Mediator named will hold hear- 
ings to get all the facts on both sides, 
which will be presented to the 








that are used on this program would ' NLRB for a decision. 


American Federation of Radio Artists, after the latter withdrew | difficulty these sales were made to | statement from the executive secretary for Chicago. It may be noted, as 
from negotiations with a committee of advertisers and broadcasters. 


significant, that the wnion frankly regards as ‘hokum’ the claim that the 


added expense will cripple the local 





Talent in the radio industry formed 
a union for the same reason that em- 
ployees in other industries formed 
unions, in order to eliminate prac- 
tices regarding pay, hours ef work, 
working conditions, etc., which they 
regard as inadequate and unfair. In 
a memorandum submitted to the 
AFRA Negotiating Committee, the 
Broadcasters’ and Agencies’ Com- 


mittee stated their reasons why they 
considered AFRA wrong in practic- 
ally all of its demands. After care- 
fully considering that memo AFRA 
believes that its authors did not state 
the facts for the most part and did 
not give any adequate consideration 
to the problems faced by talent in 
Chicago. We hold that opinion for 
the following reasons: 


In the memo the Broadcasters and 
Agencies requested, on the basis of 
what they said were the facts, that 
AFRA lower fees for actors, announ- 
cers, and singers in Chicago rather 
than attempt to raise them. AFRA 
was not formed for any such pur- 
pose. In a survey made before the 
Network Commercial code was 
signed, AFRA found that over 75% 
of the members of AFRA in Chicago 
made an annual wage of less than 
$2,000 a year. That condition existed 
to a great extent because there had 
never been a Union until AFRA was 
formed two years ago, through which 
the talent in radio could protect it- 
self from the constant lowering of 
fees. That condition has been sub- 
stantially improved by the benefits— 
increases in pay, etc., secured by 
AFRA for its members through the 
signing of the Network Commercial 
Code and other contracts, but it still 
exists as far as local commercial 
broadcasting is concerned. The em- 
ployers, although they were in an 
industry that was constantly advanc- 
ing and breaking records every year 
with increased advertising, took ad- 
vantage of the unemployment condi- 
tions throughout the country, the 
constant influx of new talent coming 
out of schools and colleges unable to 
get jobs in other industries, and the 
general decline of available jobs in 
the theatre, vaudeville and moving 
picture industries. 


All Union negotiating committees 
are subjected to the continual and 
invariable objection of the employers 
when increases in pay are requested, 
that the ‘industry can’t stand it.’ 
Therefore, such statements in them- 














League, witn a closed shop in legit 
and gradually nearing similar holds 
in films and the book and maga- 
zine fields, would thereby handicap 
| AFRA-member writers. Such a move 
by the League, considered a remote 
possibility only a few months ago, 
is now figured likely and, in fact, 
imminent. 
Adaptatien Right 

Another maneuver, which League 
| members have long mulled but never 
lattempted to use, would be to forbid 
any but League-member writers to 
}adapt their works. That expedient, 
which has been considered chiefly in 
connection with the screen end of 
|authorship, might be extended to 
|radio, though it would be less ef- 
‘fective in the latter field, where 
adaptations of successful books and 
| stories are less commonly used. 
| Particular spark that set off the 
|newest dispute between AFRA and 
| RWG is the contract obtained by the 
performer union from KMOX, the 
'CBS outlet in St. Louis. Not only 
does the pact cover staff continuity 
and news writers, but it also includes 
free-lancers. It is the latter point 
that set 
AFRA claims the St. Louis writers 
have expressed a preference for the 
performer union. As they explain it, 
\‘We were able to get them substan- 
|tial wage raises. which the Guild 
doesn't have the bargaining strength 
to obtain. They asked us to repre- 
ent them—how could we refuse?’ It 


Union Glowers at Actors Union; 
cremiwarce nein DOLR Stdes Silently Prepare to Fight 


is indicated that AFRA will continue 
to negotiate contracts covering writ- 
ers whenever and wherever circum- 
stances warrant. 

Regarding AFRA claims 
Louis writers expressed a preference 
for the performer union, RWG mem- 
bers assert that there is no proof of 
such statements and that the AFRA 
;claim is the same one that’s always 





jused by one union in invading an- | 
The Guild at-| 
titude is that AFRA is clearly going | 


| other's jurisdiction. 


: 
beyond its constitution in signing 


By RAYMOND A. 


Executive Secretary for Chicago, 
American Federation of Radio Artists 


that St. | 


| other. 


radio industry..) 





JONES 


selves have ceased to mean anything. 


The Broadcasters’ and Agencies’ 
Committee stated that they were 
willing to negotiate minimum rates 
for ‘special’ announcers.. They stated 
that it was AFRA’s principle of pay- 
ing staff announcers for all services 
on local commercial shows independ- 
ently of their staff salaries, to which 
they objected. They were unwilling 
that staff announcers be paid any fee 
in addition to their staff salaries tor 
service on local commercial shows 
unless the sponsor insisted on select- 
ing his special announcer for the 
show and was unwilling to use the 
staff man offered by the broadcasting 
station. 

When an announcer reads com- 
mercial copy on a commercial show, 
AFRA feels that he is working for 
the sponsor or the advertising 
agency, and that he should be paid 
accordingly. The duties rendered 
by a staff announcer on sus.aining 
shows is a service rendered to the 
broadcasting company and should 
be paid accordingly. If the Broad- 
casters’ and Agencies’ Committee 
object only to AFRA’s principle, 
but are willing as they stated to ne- 
gotiate pay increases for an- 
nouncers, why did they write a 
memo wherein they attempted to 
show AFRA that the industry could 
not stand any increased cost 


Three Basic Appeals Of 
Membership in Union 


The announcers in radio joined 
AFRA for three principal reasons: 


(1). Because of inedaquate pay, 


both for staff and free-lance an- 
nouncers. 

(2). Unfair distribution of the 
work among staff announcers. 

(3). The unfair competition into 


which the staff and free-lance an- 
|}nouncers are forced because the 
employers played one against the 
other. 

No consideration was given to any 
of these matters by the Broadcasters’ 
| and Agencies’ Committee’s memo. 

The memo further states that the 
| advertiser, who has a small amount 

of money to spend, will not be able 
| to use radio unless he can get an an- 
|nouncer for the program without 
| additional cost. AFRA is not aware 
| that the station rates or that the 
| percentage which the agencies take 
|are any lower for the small adver- 
| tiser than they are for the large. 


From the advertiser’s point of 
view, the real problem is the total 
cost of the program, including the 
talent cost. If both the method sug- 
gested by AFRA—of paying staff 
announcers for their work on al) 
commercial shows, independently of 
their staff salaries—and the method 
suggested by the Broadcasters and 
Agencies—of paying for their com- 
| mercial work by increasing their 
| staff salaries to include  it—re- 
sulted in the staff announcers get- 
| ting the same compensation for the 
Same service, the ultimate result to 
the advertiser would be the same 
and he would not benefit by the 
use of one method rather than the 
The real purpose of the sug- 
gestion is to enable the broadcaster 
to get more service from the an- 
nouncer for less compensation and 
in addition to make a profit on it 
through the time charge to the ad- 





the RWG hair on end.! 


edere! hae ge $e 
| writers who are not ‘artists’ within | vertiser. 


the meaning of its charter. It’s also| Trere is no reason why the bur- 
|}claimed that AFRA, which has no! den of not increasing the adver- 
|experience or facilities for handling | tisers’ cost should be placed entire- 
authorship problems, cannot satis-| ly upon the shoulders of the talent. 


One thing appears certain, how-|tising in Chicago is all that the 
ever. The dispute which began in| traffic will bear, in spite of the fact 
Los Angeles, where there are pre-' that talent is under paid, then the 
sumably numerous non-performer | adjustment needed js to make a dif- 
writers, is now almost certain to ex-| ferent division (fairer to the talent) 
tend to every town where an an-/ of the available income from loca? 
nouncer scribbles out his ‘Howdy,| radio advertising among the talent, 
Folks’ on the back of an envelope; the agencies, and the broadcasters. 
before going on the air. Whateither| Their memo paints a very dire 
|'AFRA or RWG can do for writers: and morbid picture of the radio in- 
in the smaller cities is a question.| dustry in Chicago. AFRA cannot 
| Certainly the cost of representing the believe that the Broadcasters and 
,comparatively few writers involved, Agencies really fee] that we are on 
| would be much greater than they a sinking ship, such as their memo 
could pay in dues. Actually, there-| suggests. We have spent two years 
fore, the whole matter comes down carefully, diligently, honesily, and 
ito a question of ‘principle’—-which | sincerely learning the facts in re- 
‘means that it will ultimately cost’ gard to radio broadcasting, both na- 
many times what the issue i tionally and locally. 
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RADIO REVIEWS 








*‘SO THIS 13 RADIO’ 
With House Jameson, Everett Sloan, 

Bernard Herman Orchestra 
39 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 10 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

This was a CBS sales promotion 
brochure set to music. - Five more 
mailing pieces will be broadcast on 
Successive Mondays. All of them 
will no doubt be worth hearing be- 
cause they have been written andj} 
directed by Norman Corwin, one of | 
radio's most virile mentalities, and 
because they are evidences of radio's 
own—and relatively new—self-con- 
sciousness about itself, its place in 
the world at large, its privileges and 
perils within status quo. Mixed up | 
in the program is old-fashioned cor- 
poration self-defense. But also pres- 
eat, beyond the 1939-fashioned radio 
techniq of Corwin, is a fairly sin- 
cere touch of appreciation for the 


art. It's as if some of the boys sud- 
denly peeped ‘say, this is a lot of 
fun.’ 


tadio has not been much loved. 
Most of its earlier years were spent 
apologizing. And its recent pros- 
perity has been so sensational and in 
some ways so effortless that hints of 
complacency can be found by look- 
ing no further than the aforesaid 
soles promotion department. Never- 
theless, radio could not be the eat- 


ing-sleeping-living companion of 
millions, and the energy-releasing 
channel of vigorous personalities, 
without, along the way, inspiring 


some eloquence. This is it. 

The first chapter of the story (in 

prose unlike most of Corwin’s work 
which is in blank verse) attempted | 
primarily to sketch the dimensional | 
aspects of the diorama of American | 
broadcasting. There was a spokes- | 
man for the public, Everett Sloan, 
and a compere for the industry, 
House Jameson. Both have nicely 
rounded voices. In between them 
were snatches of pro-industry propa- 
ganda, passages of questions and an- 
swers, interpolations of sound effects, 
asides addressed to dock-wallopers | 
in Frisco, a supposed woman listener | 
in St. Paul, a couple of sweethearts | 
somewhere else, a fanciful poker 
game interrupted to hear this pro- 
gram. (There was even a throw- 
away line pointed to VARIETY just to | 
see if this pubdlication was on ak 
ob.) 
' What the program needed was | 
more comedy touches. But then it 
was a sales promotion brochure at! 
heart. True, there was a dash of 
piquancy in the rehearsal business 
with the bull fiddle and the recom- | 
mendation that listeners tone down} 
their sets, or close their windows 
else neighbors think the elephant 
cello had taken up actual residence | 
on Elm street. 

Some may say ‘but this is stark 
intellectualism—it don’t mean a thing | 
if it ain’t got that moronic swing.’ | 
Corwin is a tall dome. He compro- 
mises very little with the hiillbillies. 








So the program will pass over many | 


heads. Which is okay. It isn’t the 
punch-drunk who make trouble for 
radio, or who need selling. In fact, 
some of those most in need of selling 


on radio—in its wider and best sense | 


—are persons connected with the in- 
dustry. 

All 
start 


all 
something. 


in 


of Don’t expect 


CBS to get whimsical and dramatize | 


the Orson Welles Martian program; 
don't expect much of a lot of things 
that might flavor the story of broad- 


casting. But the series should trail- | 
blaze in sales promotion, Ratner | 
should learn to sing. Land. 


*BEHIND THE SCENES OF RADIO’ 
With Bill Farren, Hancey Castle, Bob 
- Smith, Texas Jim Robertson, Mar- 
garet McLaren 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Fiiday, 7:45 p.m. 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 
This is one of those institutional- 
educational house ads that listen 
well in an executive conference, but 
it’s dull stuf for the listeners. 


peek at what goes on in the mazes of 

Radio City, New York. No 
there’s plenty of interest in the sub- 
ject, as evidenced by the crowds that 
pay for tours of the Rockefeller Cen- 
ter setup. However, the stanza 
caught was a mummy. 

Subject was the NBC artists ser- 
vice, with Bill Farren (an announcer ) 
acting as guide to show Hancey Cas- 
tle. radio and legit actress posing as 
a bewildered visitor, how the net- 
work searches for and develops tal- 
ent. Bob Smith, of the artists ser- 
vice, played himself. Texas Jim Rob- 


ertson and Margaret McLaren were a! 
couple of artists-on-display, respec- | 
tively offering a hillbilly number | 


and a coloratura aria. 

Some of the dialog between Farren 
and Smith was too, too cute, but in 
general the program was virtually 
an air wait. Hobe. 
JOHN GUNTHER 
Commentator 
15 Mins, 

Sunday, 4 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


Author of ‘Inside Europe’ and ‘In-— 


side Asia’ is looking over the over- 
seas. situation and_ broadcasting 
weekly quarter hour summations. 
That’s crowding him, for he could 
easily fill a half hour. 

This one was from Switzerland 
and concerned impressions of Ger- 
many. Guni! is a crack reporter 
and a concise fact-packed speaker. 
I: was timely stuff and good, Land, 


|a recurrent tendency of Pearce and 


| was 





|and adjusting himself to radio con- 


| veloped, 
| 


this was a promising | 


Idea | 
appears to give the dialing public a| 


doubt | : 
|} music, 


Wednesday, July 26, 1939 








Facts Omitted 


The two things closest 
horse player's heart, prices of 
the competing ponies and the 
weights assigned, were dark se- 
crets so far as pair of an- 
nouncers for Mutual were cone 
cerned last week in reporting 
the $50.000 Gold Cup Handicap 
at Hollywood Park, Hollywood, 

Since no one tunes in on air- 
ing of races except those who 
are interested in the galloping 
bangtails, the failure to an- 
nounce the weights to be car- 
ried by the various horses and 
the prices at which betting was 
establishing them before the 
contest, it would seem that this 


to a 





was a_ serious dereliction of 
duty, if nothing else. 
Homer Welbourne, who did | 


' 
' 


the prelimaries on the announc- 
ing, suggested the betting looked 
like Kayak, II, the winner, 
would be only 1-to-2, but gave 
no weight. On all other horses 
only names and jockeys were 
provided and Cravat, eastern in- 
vader, got a very. cursory 
brushoff in what may have been 
Coast Defender strategy. Cra- 
vat ran second. 

Description of the race itseif 
was done by Frank Bull, who 
very capably called it. 








JOE FRISCO 
With Al Pearce’s Gang 
GRAPE-NUTS 
Monday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Vet vaudeville headliner sounded 

—every other stutter—like he might 





have the makings for radio. But | 
the ear also seemed to. detect 
trouble. If not trouble, bad habits 


and lax discipline in the Pearce 
menage are responsible for a gen- 
eral absence of ‘climax’ to the gags, 


Frisco to go rambling off-script into 
the realm of what seemed—just a 
guess—to be a little private jest be- 
tween them. It was a bit tantaliz- 
ing. 

Frisco was one of the ‘natural’ | 
entertainers of vaudeville. Natural | 
in contrast to some of the boys that | 
used energy and perspiration and 
sheer mechanical methods to enter- | 
tain. Because he was ‘natural,’ he, 
one of the fasties of the old| 
Palace, a great artist and a great 
favorite, but not—and this seemed 
to be the rub on the Grape-Nuts 
show—a good study. 

Frisco might have some prelim- |} 
inary troubles getting the radio pace | 








ditions. But his talent, his keen 
wit, his odd delivery (air diction ex- 
cellent) mark him as material that, 
in sympathetic hands, could be de- 
Land. 


‘THE CLASSIC GROUND’ 
Radio Reportage 


45 Mins. 
Thursday, 4 p.m. 
GSG-BBC, Daventry-London 


(DX at Portland, Me.) 


Here is radio journalism at near 
its unqualified best and packing a 
wallop. English program (heard |} 


short-wave at Portland. Maine) used | 
radio-drama formula that borrowed 


After a prefatory snippet of hellfire 
narrator with cultured Ger- 
manic twang began reading brief | 
selections from Engels’ tome, de- 
lineating bad living conditions in 
|region a century back, and then 
English voice, assisted by on-the- 


spot recordings picked up by BBC 


|mobile unit, contrasted circum. 
Stances as of today. Twist consisted 
in fact that present-day conditions 


were revealed as not much better. | 

| Socko element in program was 
provided by intimate interviews | 
with unfortunates, with Joan Little- | 
wood nicely avoiding maudlinity. in| 
difficult assignment. Poignant mo-| 
ment came when a mother told of | 
trying to feed kids on invisible bud- 
set, and touched on recent lingering | 
illness of daughter. Another stand- | 
| out was young husband’s description | 
of how he converted section of dis- | 
used factory property into home for | 
self and out-size family, including a 
| passing reference to outdoor lava- | 
tory facilities. | 
} Program could easily have made 
for dismal listening, but absence of 
self-pity in persons interviewed, plus 
reflection that government that 
allowed stanza to be aired must be 
trying to better conditions, kept vro- 
gram from leaving bitter taste. Olive 
Shapley, who directed: Miss Little- 
wood and production staff of Man- 
chester’s studio deserve hith marks | 
for a topflight radio production. | 
’ Mack 


| by Joseph Littau. It 


| no regular notch in the 


BOB ZURKE ORCHESTRA 
With Claire Martin 
RCA 
Monday, 8:30 p.m. 
WJIZ-NBC, New York 
Zurke, who is going up in the, 
world, showed himself as latter-day | 
Zez Confrey, a digital virtuoso of} 
hotcha, and gvod fun on this RCA} 
booking. Unlike so many of the re- 
cent orchestral discoveries, it isn't 
essential that the listener be a slap- 
happy refugee from highschool as- 
sembly in order to ‘get’ the message. 


He’s more than a musician; he’s an | 
entertainer. The latter point he! 
proved, beyond rebuttal, with his! 


‘Honkey Tonk Train’ super-charger. 

Zurke did several numbers, each 
in turn revealing what he's got, | 
which is a lot. The girl singer was | 
added for the occasion, and oke. 
Claire Martin is regularly with Bob-! 
by Hackett’s band, not a Victor artist. 
Victor’s many-worded spieler on mat- | 
ters discophile, LeRoy Miller, ram- | 
bled on with perfect diction, superb | 


breath-control and not too much; 
point. Land. } 

we _ { 
‘LET’S GO TO THE FATR' } 
‘Hot Mikado,’ with Bill Robinson,’ 


Rose Brown 
30 Mins, 
Sustaining | 
Sunday, 10 p.m. | 
WABC-CBS, New York | 
Second Sunday evening broadcast | 
from the Fair for promotional pur-| 
poses was mostly devoted to the | 
cole ed ‘Hot Mikado’ and it consti-| 
tuted a good program. First of the} 
series was devoted to the Aquacade. | 
Bill Robinson dominated the show, 
singing ‘Let the Punishment Fit the 
Crime’ and ‘The Flowers That Bloom 
in the Spring’; also giving a sample | 
of his adroit tap dancing. He did a 
bit of gagging about Shirley Temple; 
and kopping a train in response to 
appear in another film with her. He 
has been doing that at the Cotton 
Club nightly. Rose Brown also okay. 
John S. Young acted as m.c. ex- 
cent for a few minutes devoted to 
the ski jumps at Sun Vallev, a major | 
midway concession, when Jor i: Reed | 
King took over. Announcements of 
the leaps, however, meant little over 
the air. New York Telephone’s 
mechanical voice machine known as 
the Voder ‘answered’ several ques-| 
tions, the replies not being any 
clearer than tu 
On the program, too, was the Fair 
band, called the Trytons, conducted 








| 
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‘GLOOMCHASERS’ 
With Allen Courtney, Red River 

Dave, Eleanor Sherry, Lec Freud- 

berg orchestra 

Songs, Comedy, Musie 
Sustaining 
30 Mins. 

Saturday, 12 noon 
WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 

Allen Courtney emcees and ban- 
dies cracks with the members of cast 
whether the latter are near the mike 
or not. Some of his quips must be 
funny (privately) as those he aimed | 
his gags at laughed heartily. It was 
all rather so-whatish to a mere out- 
sider, 

It’s all evidently done ad lib and 
ounds it. For instance this airing 
was partly devoted to determining 
the type of cloth which formed a 
neckerchief ,for Red River Dave, 
wesern tune singer on the program. 
It remained just what it was a time 
killer—though it was presumably in- 
tended as comedy. Rest of the gab 


e 
s 


was equally effective. Courtney 
sounds like he can’t make un his 
mind about which comedian he 


wants to imitate. 
Red River Dave and Eleanor Sherry 
contributed the best bits and the Leo 


from no other art save _ perhaps Freudberg orchestra took off on 
smart film-editing, and artfully em-| some neat arrangements Dave did 
ployed recordings to put life intO | ‘Boots and Saddles’ hect and Miss 
_— eedings. ; Day, in an excellent Ethel Mer- 
‘Classic Ground’ is the industrial; manish voice. ‘South American Wav’ 
area in and around Manchester,| Courtney makes no serious attempt | 
Engiand, the cradle of modern in-/ at singing, but came over okay on 
a ) Ss > b 1 y ° 4 » p o o ‘ © T; ° : bf 

atonal negated ea con aimee Bon ee ee Sn 
about region back in 1844, and this | ee a | 
is peg from which program hangs.| TED STEELE’S NOV ATONES 


15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 7:15 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Novelty instrumental trio debuted 
last Friday night (21) in the 7:15-7:30 
spot over NBC red (WEAF), but ha 
schedule. For 
the next few weeks it will be slipped 
into any available openings. Outfit 
is a unique one, consisting of a nova- 
chord (played by Steele), electric or- 
gan (Doc Whipple) and = drums 
(Howard Smith). Novachord is fea- 


| tured in most selections, with the or- 


gan generally backgrounding and the 


drums supplying the rhythm. How- | 
ever, each of the latter instruments 
| gets relief feature sessions. Nova- 


chord, which has been whoonlahed | 
as able to simulate many of the in- 
struments of an orchestra, or even 
the whole orchestra itself. was used | 
to give the effect of a string section, | 
a steel guitar, a fiddle and an or-| 
chestra during the program caught. | 

Although it’s undoubtedly a _ re- 
markable invention, with great fu- | 


| ture possibilities, ii was far from a 


sensation in this instance. In gen- 
eral, the stanza was just another of 
those instrumental trio things, this | 
case somewhat lacking in versatility. 
Several tovnotch instrumental three- 
somes could knock it into the scup- | 
ners for inflammable music, even if | 


they . couldn’t wroduce the weird 
sound effects. But at least it’s a nov- 
elty. Hobe. ! 





Esso Man Explains 


Bill Spargrove, the Esso re- 
porter, sent to VaRIETy last week 
a copy of a memo he sent 
Maurice Boyd, of the NBC sales 
staff, apropos the recent com- 


ment VARIETY made on an ad lib 


addenda to the Esso 11 p.m. 
newscast. It reads, in part. as 
follows: 

‘As you know the NAB con- 


vention had adjourned in Atlan- 
tic City and a great many of the 
members came up to New York. 
I had several visitors on the 6 
p.m. broadcast and a larger num- 
ber on the 11 p.m. period... .I 
came upon the word ‘Oceano- 
graphic suddenly and accented it 
wrong. I returned to it and cor- 
rected myself and at the same 
time heard peals of loud laughter 
coming from outside the studio 
door. This was very disconcert- 
ing and was so loud that I felt 
sure the listeners had heard it 
plainly and naturally would 
wonder what was going on. I 
continued on the story and gave 
it a full, sympathetie reading. 
When T had completely disposed 
of it I said: ‘Oceanographic—I’m 
sorry, that’s quite a word...’ I 
had given the story a dignified, 
normal interpretation and was 
certanily not knowingly disre- 
spectful to a tragedy. Heaven for- 
bid my ever letting the mechan- 
ics of pronouncing a word mar 
‘the gist and interest of a news 
story. In my opinion, after eicht 
years of news reporting and edit- 
ing, a man can make a mechan- 
ical mistake and be forgiven 
instantly providing his main ob- 
jective is to put the story over. 
The story is the thing with me 
always.’ 








‘JOHN BROWN’S BODY’ 

With Ray Collins, Everett Sloan, 
Florence Robinson, Luis Van Roo- 
ten, Ruth Yorke, 
John Carroll, Santos 
noid Moss, Charme Allen, Canda 
Lee, Ed Latimer, Neil O'Malley, 
Laura Bauman, John James, John 


Ortega, Ar- 


Mitchell, Joseph Julian, John 
Griggs 

60 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

Thursday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS. New York 
Director Norman Corwin of the 


Columbia Workshop came through 
again last Thursday (20) with a spe- 
cial occasion that extended the 
broadcast to one hour (returning this 
week to the usual 30 minutes). 


|Stephen Vincent Benet’s poem, ‘John 


Brown’s Body,’ was the subject mat- 


ter and it was easy to see why the | 
{time was extended for the dramatic 


version of that stirring work anent the 
martyred abolitionist. So carefully 
prevared and well acted was the ren- 
dition that it held the listener for 


| the full period. 


Some of the cast is from the legit 


stage, the players numbering 23. not | 


including a speaking chorus of six 
and several additional people in 
minor parts. The orchestral portion 
was kept well in the background for 
this was for the actors. The narra- 
tion of portions of the poem included 
the grim prediction of Brown that 


‘the crimes of this holy land will be 


purged with blood.’ So said this man 
‘with a bullet for a heart.” When the 
martyred man was hung, the execu- 
tion was simulated to the sprincing 


of the tran at Harper’s Ferry. That 
was something that George Abbott | 
did not attempt when his play of | 


John Brown was briefly shown on | 


Broadway several years ago. 

Ray Collins as Brown, Everett 
Sloan as Jack Ellyat, the young 
soldier from Connecticut, and Flor- 
ence Robinson as Melora, stood out. 
‘John Brown's Body Lies a Moulder- 


ing in the Ground’ came from a 
choral group. A romantic angle was 
sustained and the final reunion of 


Jack and Melora indicated. 

Broadcast was Grade A Ibee. 
PROFESSOR 7-UP, JR. 

With Jack Mitchell, Doug Romine, 

Frank Stewert 
30 Mins.—Local 
7-UP TEXAS CoO. 

KTSA, San Antonio 
(Pitluck) 

Another name for a quiz program, 
this one catering to youngsters. 
Show as a whole is handled a bit dif- 
ferent, in that each child is given a 
ticket upon his or her entrance to 
the hall with a number upon it. 
Prof. 7-Up, Jr., has the ecorrespond- 
ing number which is drawn during 
the course of the broadcast, these 
making up the ones asked the var- 
ious questions. Winners are given 


| four silver quarters. 


The prof is Jack Mitchell, who 
handles the show nicely and keeps 
the youngsers in hand. Latter are 
asked to save bottle caps, which will 
entitle them to prizes at end of three- 
month contest. Prizes are _ also 
awarded those in attendance at the 
broadcasts. 

Program is opened and closed with 
a song by the audience stressing 
their affection for the beverage. 

Cand. 


David Gothard, | 


natin 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT, Jr, 
Commentator 
15 Mins. . 
SUN OIL 
Monday, 6:45 P.M. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

(Roche, Williams & Cunnynham) 

Junior T.R. is one of several ce. 
lebs who are _ pinch-hitting for 
Lowell Thomas while the latter re. 
laxes from his chores. An experi. 
enced speaker and familiar to radig 
itself, Roosevelt acquitted himself 
nicely and with becoming modesty 
all the way. 

As with Thomas, he chalk-lined 


down the safe zone of neutrality, 
Which made some of his remarks 
about counsin Franklin sound like 
models of self-restraint. Land. 
VAUGHN DE LEATH 
Songs 
15 Mins.—Local 
LYDIA PINKHAM 
Thursday 7.50 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
(Erwin-Wasey) 
Veteran songstress usually cred. 


ited as ‘radio’s first lady’ still doeg 
her mixed tunes in smooth style, 
Perhaps ‘Strange Enchantment’ was 
the least effective choice and the 
speedier tempos such as the ‘Drum- 
mer Boy’ the best. Piano accom- 
paniment is sturdy. 

Miss de Leath handles her own 
commercials in an easy confiding 
tone that’s homey enough to sell 
Lydia Pinkham’s and not lengthy 
enough to intrude too far on her 
vocals. She works with the author- 
ity of solid experience. 


‘LET’S PRETEND’ 

With Harry Swan, Albert Aley, 
Vivian Block, Jack Grimes, Estelle 
Levy, Miriam Wolf, Betty Jane 
Tyler, Pat Ryan, Jimmy Lyden, 
Jackie Jordan, Patricia Reardon, 
Kenneth Derby. 

Juvenile Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

| Satrrday, 12.50 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
Program dramatizes kid tales with 

roles enacted by juvenile and adult 

actors headed by Harry Swan. Se- 
lection of the ‘Juniper Tree’ this air- 
jing (22) was a particularly happy 
|one because of the sincerity ime 
parted to the roles. Story of the 
boy who missed his dead mother 
so much that he heard her voice 
while sitting under her favorite tree 
when the wind whistled through its 
leaves was well done. Emoting of 
the tather and stepmother and half- 
sister also rated. Particularly when 
the boy was supposedly killed by 
the stepmother when she thought he 
was being favored over her daugh- 

; ter, and returned in the form of a 

singing bird to tell of her deed. 
Sound effects of the whistling 

wind through the tree and the wail- 
ing voice of the boy’s real mother 
were good enough to chase a few 
chills up and down listeners spines, 

If all chapters are as worthy pro- 

gram is maintaining a neat standard, 


Ahi Le 
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,; GOTHAM NIGHTS 
With Ed East, Elissa Landi, Marine 
Sullivan, Bramwell Fletcher, Hy 
Gardner, Bob Stanley. 
Drama, Comedy, Songs, Band. 
| 30 Mins.—Local 
| Sustaining 
| Sunday, 9 p.m. 
WOR, Newark. 
| WOR’s program policy calls for at 
| least one variety show of a Sunday 
| night, and this is it for the summer. 
| The regulars are Fd East as m.c. and 
| Bob Stanley, the station’s staff maes- 
tro. Everybody and everything else 
rates as guest stars or added starters. 
Initial session of the series showed 
up well from both the entertainment 
|and production viewpoints. About 
the only dubious item was Hy Gard- 
ner’s brand of humor. Gardner does 
ja Broadway cloumn for the Brook- 
lyn Daily Eagle. He elected to gag 
| about - women’s hats. Most of it was 
; quite unfunny. 
Maxine Sullivan, who largely 
responsible, along with Mildred 
| Bailey, for the falsetto style of jiv- 
|ing that has been copied by prace 
tically every ingenue now singing 
with a dance band, did proudly by 
the program's vocal department. 
| Her entries were new phrasings on & 
couple old Scottish airs and the re- 
sults added another notch to her 
flair for taking the nursery rhymé@ 
out of the nursery and making it 
feel at home around a cocktail bar 
| via the coin-operated phonograph 
machine. 
The dramatic 
| good, 


1s 





interlude was also 
Elissa Landi and Bramwell 
| Fleicher were opening the next eve- 
|ning with the Stony Creek, Conn. 
| Players in ‘The Lady Has a Heart’ 
| 


(nee ‘Biography), and they came in 
to do an excerpt from the script. 
| This strawhat theatre angle will be 
|a weekly act of the series, but what 
| won't be easy to reconcile is the 
| Manhattan flavor suggested in the 
program's tag, Gotham Nights, and 
ihe air of honeysuckle and crickets 
| that such names as Stony Creek, 
Bucks County, Litchfield and Par- 
| sippany (N. J.) are bound to convey. 
| _Ed East mekes a pleasant-to- 
listen-to conferencier and_ injects 
pace and verve to the proceedings, 
| While Bob Stanley's dance passages 
between talk items furnish the right 
‘amount of salt and pepper. Odec. 
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jJobn Garfield miked from Holly- 
wood following a fairly punchy stu- 
dio dramatization (from NBC's Chi- 
cago studios) of his school days and 
reformation from a Dead End kid 
in the hands of Dr. Angelo Patri, 
Latter acted in skit on ‘Inside Story 
program. Film layer sounded sin- 
cere in his praise of Patri (latter 
encouraged him to become an ac- 
jor). However, Garfield hit too fast 
a tempo and read too obviously, for 
ene of his profession. Unusual to 


permit such a frank portrayal of | 


‘toughie’ days when he was Julie 
Garfinkle. 

Switch to Coast was exasperating- 
ly slow, as had been case in previ- 
ous transfers on this program. Kid 
playing Garfield trouped rather well, 
Dr. Patri, a frequent broadcaster, 
sounded in character, slow and pre- 
cise of speech, patient, kindly. 





Rudy Vallee (Standard Brands) 
session stuck closely last Thursday 
(20) to its latest formula, light, 
hokey and trivial. After going to a 
lot of pains to book Lawrence 
Olivier, star of ‘No Time for Com- 
edy’ and ‘Wuthering Heights,’ for 
the occasion, the show’s- producers 
equipped him with George Kaut- 
man’s ‘Still Alarm.’ 
talented Olivier were such members 


of the program’s stock company as, 


Valice, Lou Holtz and Jchn Sparge. 
The mood and pace of this comic 
fantasy were properly paced and all 
that the boys lacked to make the 
merry game complete was 
walkingstick. 


Absence of Bob Hope made itself | 


noticeable during Jerry Colonna’s 
inning. Colonna 
changed a few but the temporary 


refugee from the Pepsodent stanza 


scored best with his semi-burlesaque | 
of a bourbon baritone tackling a he- | 


man ballad. His medium for this 

vocal flight was a medley of ‘Road’ 

songs. 
Also on 


tap was the inevitable 


interview with an author celeb in| 


which naught but the lighter side of 
the fellow’s nature must prevail. 
The subject in this instance was J. 
P. Marquand, whose current best 
seller is ‘Wickford Point. Among 
ihe things brought out during the 
q. and a. interlude was that Mar- 
quand used to be an advertising copy 
writer, that his hobby is caring for 
sick fish, that he doesn’t fancy critics 
as a tribe, and that silly is the sur- 
prise expressed when a journeyman 
of mag serials writes a serious novel. 





Arthur Hale had an off night with 
his reading of \he news bulletins over 
WOR-Mutual last Thursday (20). 


Announcer didn’t make any outright | 


boners, such as using the wrong 
word, but just struck one of those 
times when he couldn’t entirely un- 
limber his tongue. During the short 
session he fluffed at least half a dozen 
times, once having to come to a full 
stop to get his syllables unraveled. 


Hillbillies’ ‘Convention’ 





Charlotte, N. C., July 25. 

And now the hillbilly population 
is having ‘conventions.’ Hillbilly 
day at Mirror Lake, near Salisbury, 
on Sunday, drew entertainers 
four states. 

Approximately 50 hillbilly organ- 
izations from Virginia, Tennessee and 
the two Carolinas were on hand to 
put on the program for the day, in- 
cluding such groups as the Grand 
Ole Opry with Roy Acuff and the 
Smoky Mountain boys, Happy Gadd 


from 


and His Yodeling Rangers, and Roy | 


Hall and his Blue Ridge entertainers 
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RADIO 
STATION 


Radio station WWJ was not 
only the first station in Amer- 
ica, but it has maintained its 
position as the first station m 





listener interest in Detroit since 
it was established,—a fact 
proven by every survey that 
has ever been made! 


WW: 


\ 
(X Owned and Operated by ) \ 
“~~ The Detrouw News  -~ } 
‘ee ~~ 


National Representatives 


Geo. P. Hollingbery Co. 


New York, Chicago, Sen Freacisce, Atlcnte 
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Suppor‘ing the | 


Holtz’ 


and Vallee ex-| 








Comment 


| Probably it wasn’t serious enough to 
| bother a normal listener, but it must 
have been a nightmare for him. 





Lisa Sergie, morning news com- 
mentator over WQXR, New York, 
subbed last Friday night (21) for 
Lowell Thomas over NBC blue 
(WJZ) for Sunoco. She strung along 
in the non-controversial trail Thomas 
has set. Her diction is something to 
turn a voice teacher emerald, opened 
the stanza with a lengthy wire from 








VARIETY 37 








Job Enthusiasm 


Nancy Turner, who has a 
femme program over WMCA. 
New York, last week aired her 
stanza from the summer fashion 
show held at the Astor hotel, 
N. Y., by Warner Bros., corset 
manufacturing concern. 

According to the spieler, she 
never knew an announcer to 
take as much interest in his 
work and never saw engineers 
take so long to pack up their 
equipment after the broadcast. 








her vacationing host. Then strolled | 
| through a round-the-globe summary 
| of international news bulletins. 

As a former resident of Italy, her | 
portions from Rome were lengthiest | 
and best, but the whole program re- 
| flected the current lull in world af- 
| 


fairs. 





Camel Tuesday night niche now | 
occupied by Bob Crosby’s orchestra 
gets better as it goes along. ‘Dixie- 
land Music Shop’ is forming itself 
into a neat foundation taking the) 
program out of the class of an ordi- | 
nary band show. Helen Ward got 
|}away neatly with ‘It’s Funny to 
Everyone But Me.’ 

Bobcats, consisting of eight pieces 
| from the band, offer effective hot 
jive. Their whack at ‘You, You're | 
| Driving Me Crazy’ was oomph. Com- | 
mercials are short and to the point. 


Here and There 


Beb Wilbur, program manager of | 
WSUN, St. Petersburg, Fla., munici- | 
pal station, has taken a leave of ab- 
sence for the summer to serve as 
substitute announcer at WGY, Schen- | 
ectady. 

















Charles Anderson new assistant | 
program director at KOA, Denver, | 
j;and Roscoe Stockton made produc- | 
lion manager. 





i 
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Marien Schissei is director of 





| women affairs at KSO-KRNT, Des 
Moines, while Gwen McCleary on a 
18-weeks leave of absence, 


| 

| 

Russel Walker, Jr., former station |! 
manager of WCBC, Springfield, Ut. | 
has joined the sales staff of WQXR, | 
New York. | 


Ralph Knox has joined WOWO Ft. | 
Wayne, as announcer, coming here 
from WSMK, Dayton, Paul Miller, 
engineer, is new comer from WTAD, 
Quiney, Il. 


| 
an —e ' 
Rumster Musical Bureau, Inc., has | 
been chartered at Albany to manufac- | 
ture and deal in recordings and to 
| conduct a broadcasting business in 
i 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
! 


|New York. Directors are: Morris 
Honig, Sidney Advocate, and Pear! 
Mones, 

Ed Lally, program director of! 


KGKO, Ft. Worth, is this week con- 
ducting the pit orchestra in a local 
theatre for a touring Bowes unit. 
Marie Sicilian, Hotel Virginia En- | 
tertainer, has been spotted three | 
periods weekly by WHKC, Colum- | 
bus. | 





B. S. Bercovici starting a new 
‘Talk and Back Talk,’ news com- 
mentation quarter hour, on WINS 
next Sunday (30) at 7:30 p.m. 


Nerth American Accident Insur- | 
ance Co. through Franklin Bruck | 
agency, New York, has renewed its | 
sponsorship of Bob Andersen’s news- | 
casts, ‘A Reporter Speaks,’ twice 
weekly over KPO, San Francisco, 
effective July 18. } 


Albers Bros. Milling Co., Seattle 


(breakfast cereals), through Erwin 
Wasey agency, has renewed for a 
year its weekly half-hour musical 
program, ‘Good Morning ‘Tonite,’ 
with Gyula Ormay, orchestra and 
soloists, over the Coast NBC-Red 
| web including KPO, San Francisco; 
KFI, Los Angeles; KHQ, Spokane; 
KOMO, Seaitle; KGW, Portland. 
| Program has been aired continu- 
ously since Oct., 1936. 





| Winter Thomas Co., Ltd., agents 
for Chilvern Cottage Cheese, have 
| made 2 deal with IBC for Friday 
| mornings on Radio Normandy. 
Cc. W. Ogelsby on Leave 
Philadelphia, July 25. 

C. Warwick Ogelsby, who last 
roonth married Betty Fuller, daugh- 
ter of the prez of Curtis Publishing, 
took a leave of absence last week 
until October from his job as gab- 
| ber at WHAT here. 

Ogelsby's brother, Porter, was 
prez and g.m. of WHAT until it was 
cold by the Publie Ledger to Bon- 
wit-Tellec recently. Porter is an) 
exec of the Ledger. 


|cial and 


FARM AND HOME 
HOUR FOR CANADA 


Winnipeg, July 25. 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. is to 
shortly take a leaf from the book of | 
| NBC and will introduce (in August) 


a program patterned very closely 
after the National Farm and Home 
Hour. This new show, which will 
go to the western network of the 
CBC will be directed by Sheila 
Marryat, 
CBC, afte: 


spending several years 


as director of CKUA, the University | 


of Alberta station at Edmonton. 


Will include latest market reports | 


and broadcasts from various provin- 
dominion experimental 
farms. Oither features 
ers in the wesiern wheat belt. One 
of the main items will be last min- 
ute weather reports. 


who recenily joined the | 


| will fit the. 
| particular requirements of the farm- 
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+ Radio Daffodils « 


Dallas—Elmer Wheeler, president of Tested Selling Institute, New York 
City, on WFAA to show how use of proper words in everyday discussions 
can get speaker what he wants without stepping on anyone’s bunions, 























New Orleans—Ozzeniezer, Inc., which produces machines for purifying 
the air in fish markets, etc., landed a local distributor through six spot 
announcements last week over WNCE. 


| aie 


| Syraecuse—Plug for Nick Stemmler, WSYR sports announcer, in the 
local dailies commemorating his 650th baseball broadcast struck a slightly 
sour note when it recalled Stemmler’s discomfiture while airing a wire 
report of a game being played in Montreal. The telegraph operator in 
that instance became so excited that he began sending his report in French, 
and to meet the situation Stemmler kept one batter hitting a dozen foul 
balls until the operator returned to normal. 





Boston—One of the questions submitted to Fred Cole for possible use on 
his ‘Name Three’ (Dunhill) quiz show over WBZ: ‘Name three best ways 
to keep a cat from crawling under the bed.’ The suggested answers: ‘Cut 
off legs of the bed—cut off cat's legs—sieep on the floor.’ 


rr Ee 
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Bangtail Acc’t _ McTigue to Washington 
Saratoga Association’s radio pro- | 
motion for horse rac!ng season, July | 
31-September 2, at the Spa, includes | 
dramatized announcements, ranging 
from 26 to 52, on: WGR, Buffalo; 
WFBL and WSYR, Syracuse; WHEC, 
Rochester; WIBX, Utica: WAAB, Bos- 
ton; WDRC, Hartford, and WNBX, 
| Springfield, Vt. Also two to three- 
minute plugs daily and quarter- | 
_ hour programs over WOKO and 
'‘WABY, Albany. 








Rochester, N. Y., July 25. 


Harry McTigue, baseball radio 
,spieler for General Mills here for 
last three years, shifted to Washing- 
ton to work with Walter Johnson in 
broadcasting games of Washington 
Senators. 


Garnett Marks comes from New 
York City to broadcast Red Wing 
games over WSAY. 











Froduction? Where can 
you get that around here? 


— 


ZT 
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“And, of 
WMT can be bought 


course, 


in combination with 
WNAX and KSO or 
ARNT at an 


eXCe p- 


tionally low rate. 











It’s very doubtful if such a conversation would ever occur 
in a broadcast of Toby's Corntussel News over WMT (of 
which the above is an actual photograph). But, the con- 
versation we've handed to Toby Tolliver and Susie Sharp, 
editor and star reporter, respectively, of this mythical 
newspaper in mythical “Corntussel, U, S, A.,” is the real 
McCoy. Corntussel News is a WMT production, fed to four 
other stations. 


Loyal following? Yes. 11.938 WMT listeners recently 
asked for a prinied copy of the Corntussel News—a thing 
of absolutely no intrinsic value. Thousands more listeners 
to the other stations asked for copies. 


That mail pull speaks loads. 
letter from the agency: 


But read this excerpt from a 


“I feel that you would be interested to know that we are 
highly pleased with the manner in which the staff of your 
station and Mr. and Mrs. Neil Schaffner (Toby and Susie) 
are handling the production of Toby’s Corntussel News. 
Because you are feeding this to four other stations daily, 
WMT carries the entire burden of responsibility in the 
matter of program production. 


“It goes without saving that both our client and ourselves 
are appreciative of the fine cooperation you are giving us 
in originating this broadcast.” 


Corntussel News is just one of the popular programs pro- 
duced by WMT. Such production facilities help to give 
WMT its intensely loyal audience among the 747,569 radio 
homes in Eastern Jowa, Western Illinois and Southwestern 
Wisconsin. 


WMT is economical, too. Seme 15 minute rates figures as 
low as 3 cents per thousand radio families. 


You want more information? 
nearest Katz Agency Office. 


Cedar Rapids-Waterloo + 600 Kiloeycles 
NBC Bive-MBS * 5000 Watts L.S. » 1000 Watts Night 
Represented by THE KATZ AGENCY 


69,000 Square Miles of the RICHEST PART of the MIDWEST 


Drop us a line or call your 
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WNEW RAISES RATES ae 
| 
Move Reflects Power Boost to 5,000 | f C oh S WASHINGTON DOCKET 
Watts Daytime F: . . P 
WNEW. N. Y., has upped its time P****oo# FHFeooos PHoooe 
rate approximately 20% effective behalf of the applicant, with James W. Gum and F, J. Bos 


re- 


Sept. 15. Change is based on its 
cent rise in power to 5,000 watts 


daily. Formerly was 2,500 daily and 
1,000 nightly, latter remaining. First, ' 


revision of WNEW basic 
more than two years. 

Changes ‘CovertTyg costs of time in 
three classes are: Class A now (7 to 
10 p.m.) $430 one hour, $259.50, half, 
hour, $173 quarter hour, 10 minutes 
$.51, five minutes $110. Formerly 
$350, $210, $140 and $87.50 here’s 
also a change in Class A hours. Form- | 
erly 8 to 10 p.m., it’s now 7 to 10 p.m. | 

Class B and C (8 a.m. to 7 p.m.— 
10 p.m. to midnight) changes: $250, 
$151.50, $101, $77.50, $65. Formerly 
$200, $120, $80, five minutes $59. Class 
C (12 midnight to 8 a.m.) changes are | 
proportionate, new rates ranging | 
from $166.50 to $44 for five minutes. | 
Old were $130 to $32.50. 


rates in | 





WFAA-WBAP MOVES UP 
Dallas, July 25. 
New radio station classifications ef- | 
fective Aug. 1 as announced by FCC | 


will place WFAA-WBAP as the only | in 


Class One station in this immediate 
area. 

WOAT, San Antonio, also received 
this rating. KRLD, Dallas, will be) 
Class Two; WRR, Dallas, and KGKO |) 
and KTAT, Fort Worth, will be Class | 
Three, while KFJZ, Fort Worth, will | 
be Class Four. 





Robert Ferris, formerly of KFPY, 
Spokane, now at KOMO-KJR, Se- | 
attle. 
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JOSEPH RINES 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 
Hotel St. Regis 


Viennese Roof 
2nd Consecutive Year 
NBC—-THRICE WEEKLY 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 











MAJOR DECISIONS eo 


Washington, 





Texas: (1) Plea 
July 25 Rrownwood, for a 


supporting Virgil V 


new s.ation 


Evans 
of the Brown County Broadcasting’ Co 


to be operated days only on 


Alabama: Nighttime operation of WHMA, Anniston, tenta- 999 he with 1 kw, wrist-slapped last week by the Commish 
iy approved in a proposed finding which showed that for greediness in wanting to take over a clear channel to 
. - wea a oT ! 
espondents—WAPO, Chattanooga, Tenn.—were indulging gerve a m ull population, 
in hair-splitting. Alabama station, operated by Harry M No reasen for a daytime station on the requested frequency 
Ayers contended that need existed fer an extension of iis when the town has a population of 26,000-odd persons, Com- 
operation from 100 watts days only (on 1420 ke) to unlimited tiish declared,—particularly as no larger community exists 
WAPO objected with the observation that its own useful within 90 miles of the proposed site. Entire area now re- 
night service would be curtailed by the proposed change. SSrves Pres eee from W FAA, Dallas, and WBAP, Fort 
Engineering witness for the applicant testited that WAPO Worth, FCC reminded the applicants, and clear channel rib- 
could hardly suffer through nighttime operation of WHMA, bons are supposed to be reserved to ‘large centers of popula 
WAPO already is limited nights by WMSD, Muscle Shoals tion, vast rural areas.’ No factors shown which indicata that 
Ala., he seid, to its 2.72 millivelt per meter contour and pro- # departure from this rule ig ‘either necessary or even justi- 
nosed eneration of WHMA would increase this Imitation only fied.” Cormmish said sternly in ita proposed findings 
; . * S58? Bars r oe a“ , “te — 
to the 2.96 mv/m contour, or approximately two-tenths of a Wendell Mayes, Joa N. Weatherby and William J. Lawson, 
mile. No ‘perceptible difference’ which would be noticeable licensees, Were represented by James H. Hanley. 
to the ‘average listener,’ engineer declared. +2) Operation with 100 watts nights tentatively okaved for 


Contentions 
by the FCC, 
quatitied 


raised by WAPO 


were found 
which found the Anniston transmitter 
to operate the station with the requested facilities, 


KPI.T, Paris, 
1Titne operation 
can inerease its act 


‘ after 
without mer 


otherwi-e 


With a few 


a showing that the station merits full 
‘simple adjustments,” transmilter 


ivities from the present daytime opera- 


- m a i i tion with 259 watts, on 1500 ke, to the requested day and 
Elmer W. Pratt and Joseph F, Pratt appeared for - HMA, night status, Commish agreed. Additional costs not expected 
with Ben S, Fisher, Charles V. Wayland and John W. Ken- to entail more than §25 monthly for power and light. 

dall representing WAPO., 


North Carolina: 
casting Co., for 


Go-ahea 


2d signal for the Greenville Rroad- 


Granting 
KGKB, Tyler, 


of the application 
from its present 8 millivolts per meter 


will increase the limitation to 
contour 


a daytime station to be operated on 1500 he to 4 mveym, FC admitted. But the area which will be de- 
with 250 watts, was given last week when the Cominish prived of this service now receives night time service from 
dropped a similar request at the instigation of its sponsors, several other Texas transmitters. Approximately 947 persons 
Plea of Nathan Frank, New Bern, for a smallie to be ope- will be deprived of the nighttime service of KGKSB but they» 
rated on the same frequency with unlimited hours, was d.s- can tune in on other programs, 
missed with prejudice after applicant requested the applica- Applicant transmitter will receive interference to iis ap- 
tion be withdrawn without further Commish consideration, Proximate 4 miilivolt per meter contour, due to skywave in 
Greenville Broedeasting outfit will be run by J. J. White, terference at night, it was conceded. This, howaver, would 
Greenville real estute and automobile magnate, following a bea outweighed by ‘establishment of an equality of radiv 
showing of a net worth of approximately $238,270 with which broadcast service.’ 
to build and operate the proposed $16,454 transmitter No North Texas Broadeasting Co. (KPLT) was represented bs 

terference expected and the tobacco-town of Greenville William A. Porter and T, P, Littlepage, Jr, 
nuw receives no primary service, Commish found. (o) Cancellation of a previous order to deny tha applica- 

James H. Hanley appeared for Nathan Frank, with Horace tion of Radio Enterprises, Inc., Victoria, for S RSe euSn 
J.. lohnes and EE, D. Johnston representing the Greenville to ba operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nighis, 250 waits 
Broadcasting Co, ad ‘ys, was =e last week upon a petition to reconsider o: 

elea} the ries 

Pennsylvania: Change of assignment from sharing with Sufficient additt nal information to convince the Commish 
WFRBG, Altoona, on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watis that the original ultimatum (issued April 10) should be set 
days, to unlimited operation with the same power on 1370 aside 


ke, received a final 
findings of fact of 


okay. Commish 


1ii8 nights, 250 


Lotines, HH. L. 


watts days R. M. 
McCormick and E. D. 


adopted its 
June 6; déeciared that the final order would Cc 
become effective on July 14 and released the order July 


Carlisle Hlorace |. 
Johnston appeared ou Peared in behalf 


proposed (4) Application 


A orp, Sherman, for 
et, af 


John G. Dawson, } 





Anthony’s KECA Moves 
To New Frequency Aug. | 





Los Angeles, July 25. 





KECA. Earle C. 
band on NBC 


kilocycles Aug. 


Anthony’s blue 
switches over to 780 
1 from its far flung 


Changes in Harrisburg, Pa. 


July 25 | 
WKBO, rae da changed | 
hands, and WHP, Harrisburg, | 
pepped up with fo FCC 


Ap=- | 
proval last week, both 


netat . 
Harrisburg 


rmal 
after 


statior 1s 


9 1ad been prepared for their respec- 
1430 spot. At same time the Hearst | had been pre; 4 fol — Soe 
eall letters, KEHE, pass into limbo, | tive deals for several months. WKBO 
the Anthony crew moves into KEHE| went from the Telegraph News- 
quarters ¢ ler avenue 1d | ‘ 
juarters on Vermont avenue, anc paper to the Mason-Dixon Gr yup, | 


the 1430 frequency will be taken off 
the dial by Federal Communications 
Commi; 
Takeover 
days as no 
fer were 
Anthony 
Station 
with it 


Si0n, 


date was moved up 530 
objections to the trans- 
filed with the commish. 
forks over $400,000 for the 


and everything that goes 





Miss Jean McGraw, cousin of late 
John J. McGraw, has joined WOAI, 
San Antonio. 


| at 


operated by 
in Lancaster. 


Brothers 


the Stineman 





WHP goes from 1.000 watts day 
900 night, to 5,000 day, 1,000 night 
Ten days of tests set the big-blow- 
off for Sunday, July 30 

Stan Lee Broza, program director 
of WCAU, Philly, making a five- 


week auto tour of the Coast with 
wife and kids. Expects to be 
his desk about Aug. 14 


nis 


back 











MANAGEMENT ROCKWELL-O'KEEFE GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 





| 





of KRRYV, 


Red River Valley 


Broadcasting 
change of frequency and 


power boost 


sp : Ay se2 , 5 4 drew a preliminary frown from the Commish because of in- 
or three days later. One of many orders where the effective terference and other problems arising from the plea 
daie has been made retroactive to the issuance of the decree. Applicant requested a change from the local frequency of 
South Carolina: Scuffle between Virgil V. Evans, licenses 1510 ke to the regional ribbon, 880 ke. Also raquested a 
| of WSPA, Spartanburg, and the Spartanburg Advertising Co., power and Operation jump from 250 watts days only to 1 kw 
—candidate for a new station in the town—over alleged dam- ail times, 
age to the existing transmitter through construction of the Although daytime coverage would be boosted more than 
proposed new station tentatively ended with a proposed find- half, Commish waS unable to see the point in granting an 
ing by the Commish to the effect that there is room for application which would limit KRRV to its 4.6 millivolt: per 
both, Although the area receives primary broadcast service meter contour. This interference would occur from W'or 
from WSPA during the day, no decent service ig available to Meridian, Miss Very adequate service already is available 
the city or surrounding rural areas after dark, FCC found from more than a half-dozen outside transmitters, Commish 
Questioned testimony of Evans that the gross income of reminded in its proposed ultimatum. 
VSPA was ‘3700 less than the operating cost of $34,000" by Sherman station retained Paul D, P. Spearman, Frank 
citing the following: Roberson and Frank U. Fleicher. 
‘Evans admitted that In December, 1958, he reported Virginia: Allocation rule that local stations of tha TT 
the Commission an average monthly tncome of $2,900 anid of the applicant are not protected bevond the .6 millivol 
an average monthly expense of $1,900 tn round figures for meter contour was involved last week {tn an okay for a ne 
| the preceding six months. From these conflicting figures siation at suffolk. Commish gave Suffolk Broadcasting Corp 
} is impossible to determine what the income or operating ex ap] int, &a tentative green light on its plea for a transmilte 
| pense of Station WSPA is or has been, There is no evidence to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 itis 
| the extent, if any, to which the station's income will be days- Overrode aqguawks of WEED, Rocky Mount, N and 
“duced by the operation of the proposed station or that WHY Chartlottesvillea,—contending that the moplaina 
| WSPA will be unable to continue its service.” already are limited to beyond their 3 mv/im ) p and 
No reason, Commish found, for turning down the Spartan- I le difference be made by the operation o ia 
ynurge Advertising Co.’s plea for a station on 1370 ke with 100 posed station ? ; 


forace I. 


pple ant 


Lohnes and B. D. Joliastoa ap 


FCC’s Minor Matters 
Ruled on Day to Day 


Washington, July 25 
Another streamlining move, more 
important because of implications 
about the future than for its imme- 
liate consequence, has been made 
yy the FCC. Effective Aug. 1, rou- 
tine cases will be parceled out 
among individual regulators, the 

Chief Engineer, and other office 


Inder a new order, 
than that adopted almost two years 


920 in Chairman Frank R. Mce- 


Ninch’s initial step to hurry pro- 
cedure, 

The minor matters will be ruled 
yn, as before,-from day to day, in- 


stead of being accumulated for ec 
sideration by the full panel. In 
renumbering the old order, the 


|Commish presumably is preparing 
for further administrative reforms 
which may bring even more impor- 


tant changes in operating 


Walt Newton, of 


the gab staff of 


| WIP, Philly, pinch-hitting for Tom 
| Rocap (Murray Arnold) on the ‘Men 
| Only’ show while latter vacations 


technique. | 


; Watts power, 


SUES FOR SLANDER 


Radio Stations Named in Damage 
Action Due to Political Talks 








Seattle, July 25 

Suit for $150,000 against station 
KOL, KOMO, KJR and B. Gray 
Warner, prosecuting attorney of 
King county, has been filed by C. A 
Smith. Claims defamatory remarks 
during the election campaign last 
fall. 

Two suits were filed, one against 
Warner, Archie Taft, manager of 
KOL, the Seattle Broadcasting Com. 
pany, Inc., and .he Mutual Broad. 
casting System in which Smith asks 


$100,000. Defendants in the other 
suit are Warner, Birt Fisher, man. 
ager of KOMO and KJR and Totem 
Broadcasters in which he asks 


$50,000. 

Suits allege that during campaiza 
Warner made several broadcasts in 
which he referred to Smith in @ 
slanderous manner, 


WHAS’ Facsimile 0.K. 


Louisville, July 25. 





WHAS has received permission 
from the FCC to erect a facsimile 
transmitter, Station will be namej 
W9YXWT, and will operate at 500 


Will transmit facsimile 


|on a short-wave frequency of 25,259 


k:locycles (25.25 meg., 11.88 meters), 
channel to be open 24 hours a day 
Finch system is being installed. 

station is also experimenting with 
a new facsimile method being de- 
veloped by Lee Collins, local inven- 
tor, and an employe of the Courier- 
Journal, 

Orrin W. Towner, WHAS technical 
director, plans to place 15 receivers 
at varying distances from the WHAS 
transmitter, to be handled by the 
station’s technical Staff. 
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HILDEGARDE 


Return Engagement 


Friday, July 28 


“99 Men and a Girl’ 
9 P. M. EDST, CBS 


Transcriptions 


Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Rep.—JACK BERTELL 





Per. 
Ex. 











NAN WYNN 


ON 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 


Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc 
































IMPORTANT! 
HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


will be available for new sponsorship immediately after 
this Friday, July Twenty-eighth. 


HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


with forty-three consecutive weeks on CBS for Kieenex 
has become daytime radio’s fastest rising—most dynamic 


five-a-weeker. 


HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


is now a proven, tested program with a large and loyal 
following. I suggest yeu listen to the last three programs 
beginning today and contact me immediately. 


ED WOLF, Wolf Associaies, Radio City, N. Y. 




















‘WARIETY'S’ LONDON OFFICE 
& St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


————— 
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Warns of Growing Censorship 





Montreal, July 25. 


Sir Hildebrand Harmsworth, managing director of the continental 
Daily Mail, published in Paris, while here last week warned of gov- 
ernment control and censorship of press and radio which is threaten- 


it 


than expected. Sir Hildebrand, 


1g and may become an accomplished fact even in free countries sooner 
> ; 
nephew 


of two prominent British 


newspaper publishers, (late) Lord Northcliffe and Lord Rothermere, 


attacked proposed shackling of pre 


mand for a gag on the press in England. 


ss and air and said that in case of 
war radio broadcasting of news would suffer not only from strict gov- 
ernment censorship but also from hostile countries who would try to 
blanket the air with static so as to kill propaganda broadcasts. 

The publisher stated that government control of the press is grad- 
ually making itself felt everywhere and that there is a growing de- 


Every year legislation is 


submitted in the British House of Commons proposing more stringent 


control of newspapers. 


Danger of press control at the present time, according to Sir Hilde- 
brand, is that with Europe at boiling point, a press gag might never 


be removed if it is imposed. 


Attempted control of air and print, in 


Sir Hildebrand’s view, is gravest menace to freedom currently in 


democratic countries. 
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LUX IN AUSTRALIA 


| 


FORGETS ‘GARRICK’ TAG 


Sydney, June 29. 

Lever Brothers has ashcanned the 
phoney producer billing ‘David Gar- 
rick’ in connection with its Aus- 
tralian version of the Lux radio 
theatre. It was probably the first 
time an Australian radio program 
used a nom de kilocycle. 
name ‘David Garrick’ had previously 
been used by Levers in the states 
prior to the more recent bringing in 
of film director Cecil B. DeMille to 


Office | 


take the bows—but not actually di- | 


rect—as the show's producer from 
Hollywood. 

The world now may know that the 
producer of the Lux Radio theatre 
here is Harry Dearth. 


a spieler at 2 GB, Sydney. 
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ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


Watrous 50 Kw. Starting; 
W.S. Paley Joins Salute 


Winnipeg, July 25. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
launches its new 50,000 watt tosser 
at Watrous, Sask., next Saturday 
(29) with a two and a half-hour puff. 
Station was originally scheduled to 
be on the air about the time of the 

Royal Visit in latter part of May. 
Slated for speech-making on the 
inaugural blast are Leonard W. 
Brockington, chairman of the CBC, 
who will speak from London, Eng- 
land, where he and the general man- 
ager. Gladstone Murray, are visit- 
ing. Also to speak will be William 
S. Paley. prexy of Columbia; Hon. 
C. D. Howe, federal minister of 


| Transport, and the premiers of the 


He used to be | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 








three western provinces, Bracken for 
Manitoba; Patterson for Saskatche- 
wan and Aberhart for Alberta. 

New station has been given letters 
of CBK with CBC explaining the ‘K’ 
as standing for Kelsey, first white 
man to see the prairies and Governor 
of the Hudson's Bay posts. Station 
will sound off at 8 p. m., CST., with 
inaugural, in one form or another go- 
ing until 10:30 CST. 

Station will act principally as a 
relay point for CBC feeds, with local 
programs being confined to transcrip- 


tions and platters, there being no 
studios of any size at Watrous and 
no talent available. Site has been 


termed most ideal by American and 
Canadian engineers. Special direc- 


tional antenna has been installed so 
as not to interfere with KFYR, Bis- 
mark, as CBK is on 540 kc.. the 


American on 550 ke. 


CIRC’s Baseball 


Winnipeg, July 25 


For 


the first 


time in several years 
listeners are to hear local baseball 
broadcasts. Station CJRC in this 


city is exercising its contract agree- 
ment with local ball park officials by 
making pickup of No 
Has had agreement 
eral years, but failed to make 
it. explanation 

weren't worth b« 


a broadcast sense. 


thern League 


for sev- 


use of 


being that games 


games. 


thering with from 


Rusty Young takes the mike for the 
lay-by-play descriptions 


Mexican Radio City? 


~ 


Mexico City, Julv 25 


Nebulous project here may result 
in half a dozen radio stations in the 
national capital merging the studio 
facilities to create a centralized set- 
up to ecome a sort R { & ly 
a la New York 

More clarification due vy August 


William G. James, Federal 
ler of Music for 
Broadcasting : 
New York until mid-August. Then 
goes on to England and later to Rus- 


| sia. 

He's taking one of those generous 
{down under leaves of absences—12 
months. Due back in Sydney in Jan- 


vee 


Has Part of CIRC 
Winnipeg, July 25. 
Station CJRC, Winnipeg will 
change Canadian sales reps effect’ ve 
after Sept. 1. Currently being repre- 
sented in Canada by the Joseph 
Hershey McGillvra office of New 
York this station will move over to 
the Jack Slatter (Dominion Broad- 

casting Co.) office on that date. 

It will continue to be represented 
in the U. S. by the McGillvra offices 
in New York, Chicago, and San 


Francisco. 


Slatter 


and 


; In Australia ; 


— 
HHO 44444444464 44644544444 


Henry Mollison to play ‘Arrow- 
smith’ for Lux Radio Theatre 
Jack Davey, formerly announce: 


on Macquarie Network, has now 
formed own advertising and produc- 
tion agency 

Praise given locally for reception 
programs put out by W6XBE 
located at Treasure Island, San 
Francisco. 





Constance Worth (Joy Howarth) 


| may do one or two air shows for a 


commercial following her return 
from Hollywood on vacation visit. 


Kraft Walker Cheese sponsorine 
half-hour show scheduled for Sab- 
bath airings commencing this month 
over Macquarie network. Phillip 
Mygatt, in charge of radio end for 
Thompson, setting talent layout to 
include Bert Howell’s Band and Dor- 
othy Foster from last year’s Shell 


| Show 


Wrigleys, another U. S. firm using 
radio here, has ‘Dad and Dave’ four 
times weekly on 15 minutes’ blocks. 
Kelloggs is using ‘Howie Wing.’ 


Politicians recently stated that ap- 
plicants seeking positions with Au- 
stralian Broadcasting Commission 
should be given an examination. Say 
that nobody should be appointed 
simply because of social standing. 


George Robey, Stanley Holloway 
and Mills Brothers, already booked 
by Frank Neil for Tivoli chain. ex- 
pected to do some airings 
their sojourns in Australia. 


during 








QUE, Sydney, by 
with Greater Union 
several special broadcasts of 
Dawson, British baritone. 


arrangement 
Theatres, has 
Peier 


has had his contr: 
Independent Oils. 
out from Regent, 
Sundays at 9:30 p.m. by 
with Hoyts 

Since E. J. Tait moved back as chair- 
man Williamson-Tait, formerly Au- 
stralian = New Zealand Theatres. 
fewer legit players now permitted 
to do broadcasts for commercials. 


Jan Rubini 
extended by 
Broadcast 
Sydney, 
arran 


20es 


gement 








Marjorie Lawrence set a 
with Australian Broadcasting 


deal 
Com- 


mission for permission to air a cer- | 


tain number of concerts in Mel- 
bourne and Sydney. Singer has just 
returned to her native land afte: 


clicking in U. S. 


FRENCH SHORTWAVE 
SYSTEM LAUNCHED 


Paris, July 18 
Accepting the challenge of totali- 
tarian countries with their multi- 
language radio broadcasts, France 
has inaugurated a new radio service 


ii: six languages. Although not com- 
with the 19-language 
casts of the Italian stations, program: 
now radiocast in the principal 
They are English, Ger- 


paring brod- 


are 


languages 


man, Italian, Spanish, Serb-Croat 
and Arab, in addition to French 
_Two 15-minute programs are given 
nightly between 9:30 and 9:45 and 
between 10:45 and 11:00 p.m 
Each language program is broad- 
cast simultaneously over two 0! 
more stations, making it difficult fo: 
non-friendly nations to ruin the pr« 
rams by emitting interference 
ve German, Italian and Spanis} 
programs are sent simultaneously) 


over five stations. 

The broadcasts are 
Radio 37, Radio Cite 
manaie German: 
nes PTT. Radio 


deaux-Lafayette 


English: Lille 
and Radio No! 
Paris PTT, Ren- 
Strasbourg, Bor- 
Limoges, Bordeaux 
Sud-Ouest and Radio Agen. Italian: 
Eiffel Tower, Nice PTT, Grenoble, 
Radio Mediterranee, Post Parisien. 
Serb-Croat: Lyon PTT, Radio Lyons. 
Arab: Paris-Mondia] and Marseilles 
PT. 


CKAC Man Leads Trailer 
Show Into Far Country 
Montreal, July 25. 
Jean Lalonde, of station CKAC, is 
taking a variety show into the w 
of Quebec in trailers. 
Will hit the north coast as far as 
the Lake St. John district. 


lds 





Lintas agency has renewed its 
Sunday time for Cookeen Cooking 
Fat on Radio Normandy for a fur- 
ther yea! 


RADIO 


444444 44644644644444444464 


: Missouri Congressman Would Have 
FCC Legally Prevented From Ruling 


Cable Address: VARIETY LONDON 
Telephone Tenmtpic Bar 5641-5014 


39 
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Program Content of Shortwave 


Washington, July 25. 
Law prohibiting restrictions as to 
the nature of programs aired by in- 
ternational stations 
against the FCC 
stipulating 


may be passed 
if the regulation 
short-wave plants must 
promote international goodwill and 
reflect culture is not chonged. Meas- 


ure giving DX-ers the protection 
they begged at recent hearings is 
now before the House Interstate 


Commerce Committee. 

Although it is possible the Com- 
mish will, modify the objectionable 
requirement, Rep. John Cochran, 
Missouri Democrat, dislikes to leave 
such an important matter to chance. 
Hence his bill providing that Rule 
42.03 ‘shall not apply after the date 
of the enactment of this act and no 
penalty shall be imposed or privi- 
lege denied on account of any viola- 
tion of such regulations regardless 
of when it occurred.’ 

Besides seeking to insure short- 
wavers against any ex post facto cen- 
sorship, Cochran seeks io put a stop- 
per on any similar regulations in the 
future. Under his proposal, Com- 
mish could not issue any rules which 
had the effect ‘of limiting broadcasts 
to service which will reflect the 
culture of the United States or pro- 


mote international goodwill, under- | 


standing, or coéperation.’ 

Decision on keeping or modifying 
the attacked policy is not expected 
for several weeks. As soon as the 
hearing wound up last week, indica- 
tions were the matter will drag along 
until fall. Most of the members fled 
to vacation and nothing 
portant will be tackled, according to 
present plans, until after Labor Day. 


British Radio Sets On 
View with Vaude Show 


spots 


A La Hollywood Bowl 


London, July 18. 


Reproduction in miniature 


Hollywood Bowl is to be a feature 
of this year’s big Radiolympia show | 
organized by Radio Manufacturers | 


Ass'n. Annual ev 


Olympia, 


ent is thrown at 
biggest ex- 


entertainment as 


and is radio's 


position, offering 


well as a complete once-over of the | 
new models 

Jack Swinburne, who will be the 
variety producer, has devised an | 


auditorium of 3,000 seats, served by 


a huge revolving stage, 60 feet in| 
dimensions, and in make-up it will 
follow the lines of the Bowl. De- 
Sign was partly influenced by the 
fact many of the programs will not ! 


only be picked up by British Broad- | 


casting Corp. for radio transmis- 
o for telecasting, and 

tha sediy for the first time 
histor VA will have to be 
planned for multaneous presenta- 
ion tO a paying audience and to 
home listeners and viewers as well. 
‘ 


Expo will go from Aug 


BOMBAY, INDIA, CITES 
BETTER FISCAL TREND 





Bombay Tuly 1 
Fis report f ithe period of 
January-March, inclusive, reveals a 
bettered condition in radio for India. 


This is partly due to the organiza- 


tion by All-India Radio in coopera- 
tion with the Postal Department of a 
campaign against piracy of sets and 
non-payment cf fees. Customs col- 
lections reported were $178,000 and 
license fées $77,000 for the quarter 
‘rough translation into American 
dollars) which is much better than 
the first quarter of 1938. 

News broadcasts are now being 
centralized in India coming from the 
capitol, Delhi, and being fed to re- 


gional stations. British supervise 
the contents of the news programs 
with increasing care. 


New Zealand government 
fused to consider allowing control 
of radio to slip away from its grasp. 
Overtures had been made previously 
for indie handling certain sections, 
nut orde vas quickly tabled. 


im- | 


of the | 


has re- | 





Although some industry observers 
felt cheered, guesses were one-sided 
that the Commish will stand pat 
or make only the smallest conces- 
sion. Looks as if the votre on the 
alternative rule suggested by the 
NAB—that the international opera- 
tors shall be required to render an 
international service (with no at- 
tempt to interpret the last phrase) 
—will be turned down by a top- 
heavy vote, either 5 to 1 or 4 to 2. 
Some possibility that ‘in the public 
interest, convenience, and necessity’ 
will be substituted for the culture- 
goodwill requirements, but even such 
a compromise looks remote and a 
deadlock would not be surprising. 

Deletion or revision of the part 
of the rule which prevents domestic 


programs from being short-waved 
seems more probable than = any 
change in the part against which 


most objections were registered. The 
Commish seemed to realize it had 
gone further than was desired in at- 
tempting to force internattonal plants 
to render a unique type of service, 
but some limitations are to be ex- 
pected so that DX-ers will not be 
satisfied to serve merely as echoes 
for transmitters covering U.S. audi- 
ences. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 











Death Reminders Eliminated 





| 64440444466 66Fesso esses | 
: Band Bookings 





Bill Marshall, July 28, two weeks, | 


Chick Webb Name Dropped — New Drummer in Sveel Pier, A. C. 


Background—Ella Fitzgerald Now Tops 
+ 





Because of what’s called a bad 
*%sychological reaction’ of listening to 
a band which advertises a dead man 
at the helm, the orchestra of the 
late Chick Webb has dropped his 
name and will henceforth be known 
as Ella Fitzgerald and her orches- 
tra. Billing had read Ella Fitzger- 
ald ‘with the famous Chick Webb 
orchestra,’ with Webb’s billing equal 
in size to Miss Fitzgerald's. Band is 
now at the Savoy Ballroom, N. Y., 
where it gets four NBC-Blue shots 
per week. 

Miss Fitzgerald received her card 
as a member of New York Local 802 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians last week and in the future 
will actively direct the band at all 
times except when playing for acts, 
when Bardu Ali, who led while 
Webb was alive, takes over. Also the 
band will change its layout, moving 
the new drummer to the rear. Webb 
was always situated out front and 
the setup remained during the re- 
cent date at Loew's State, N. Y., 
after the leader’s death. 


NEWARK $3 
RULE LOOMS 


Newark, N. J., local of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians is cur- 
rently attempting to enact a rule 
placing a tax of $3 per man on every 
sustaining broadcast emanating from 
its area. It’s similar to the ruling 
in New York. Latter, however, 
classifies the tax, according to the 
rating of the station over which the 








broadcast is aired. Ranges from $1/| bine their bands and send it out un- 


to $3. 


Newark outfit is meeting with stiff, to assist Clinton on arranging, etc., 


opposition in trying to put the rule 
into effect, however, most of it com- 
ing from Vince Dailey, brother of 
Frank Dailey, operator of the Mea- 
dowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. Mea- 
dowbrook is within the Newark lo- 
cal’s jurisdiction and if the rule 
goes throuch it will probably elimi- 
nate the Route 23 spot as a stand 
for name bands and bands being 
built. One of the main reasons for 
booking outfits in there is the air 
time it gets, often as high as 10-12 
shots per week. 

Rule and its resultant hardship 
would put a crimp in Rockwell 
General Amusement, too, which 
books most of the bands which lo- 
cate there. It’s been more or less 
an RGA exclusive for some time. 
Charles Barnet orchestra, a Consoli- 


dated Radio Artists band, replaced | a riot. 
night | ticians were arrested on charges of 


Jimmy Dorsey there last 


| 



































Art Kassel, July 29, two weeks, 


| Sylvan Beach, LaPorte, Texas. 


Charles Barnet, Aug. 12, Pier B., 


| Celeron, N. Y.: Aug. 13-19, Brighton 




















Wednesday, July 26, 1939 


Network Plugs, 8 AM. to | 





AM. 





Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday 


(July 17-23). 


Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. tol a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 





; 1.9 : GRAN 
JOE WEBER BETTER Beach, N. Y.; Sept. 21-24, State Thea-| yyy p PUBLISHER TOTAL 
’ tre, Hartford. ..| White Sails....... iseeonesedbedas one dencnebeete Feist ....cceccesesene 58 
VES KANSAS CITY Les Brown, Aug. 5-18, Iroquois! Lamp Is Low..........cccccccccccceceeecs ..++-Robbins ...... teeeeee 42 
Gardens, Louisville: Aug. 20, Crystal RMSE WOES CO. TO BIOS, occ ccc cccccscvcsseeceecess RODOINEG .ccccce ciaw as 42 
| Beach, Vermilion, Ohio; Aug. 25, in- | I gee My Heart Into a Song...*Second 
_ . | defini sracus tel, Syracuse, | MNEs aismea he's WGd ba kee ARSE ORO LEN OR ORS ERE Berlin svandas oo 
Kansas City, July 25. i — reme new 4 : | 4 SO eee rr ec reer re > a eos 32 
Joe Weber, president of the Amer- “"L)) 54, A indefinite, | All I Remember Is You............ eheasd ease TE iccéess ves coe Sl 
ican Federation of Musicians, re- Ella Fitzgerald, Sept. 6, indefinite, Comes Love...+Yokel Boy....... reeue awesies a ll, ee o at 
his N York home last Grand Terrace, Chicago. BOE era er reer WEEE Sc ceccece 31 
turned to his New Yor hi h | Isham Jones, Aug. 19, Armory,| Back to Back...*Second Fiddle................. RR Cos sire oe 
Saturday after an illness yy shotel Fayetteville, Ark.; Aug. 21, Tulsa,| South American Way...+Streets of Paris........ 0 BRIE aie ae 
fined him to a suite in the Hove!) ova: 23, Mayfair B., Tyler, Texas;| Well All Right..............cccececcucuuccuccecs Stes ; 25 
Muehlebach there for more than a 25-26. Olmos Club, San Antonio, SOS Sr ON UIs 5.5.5605 500004 04000060600088 yO errr ee - 24 
month. Attack suffered at the close | ‘ 9B. T k fF RMR BOE WO oo oiss <coae a ce0s ene bresesenen's EP re owe 24 
of the AFM’s 40th convention here| Blue Barron, Aug. 9, B.. Topeka: | Go Fly a Kite...*Star Maker................++ | Repay . 24 
laid him up. Improvement has been | 10, Forest Park Highlands, St. Louis: | Lady's in Love with You...*Some Like It Hot...Paramount .......... 24 
ro a ‘..|15, Idora Park, Youngstown; 20.; Strange Enchantment...*Man About Town...... Famous .... 
steady and physicians gave permis fal , , ty ge eR hae, - = 
sion to return home last week, al-. Meadowbrook Park, Bascom, Ohio; | Don’t Worry "Bout Me...*Cotton Club Revue....Mills ...........ee005 23 
~ ell dancer 6 tts ogg |21, Joyland Park, Lexington, Ky.; | Rendezvous Time in Paree...t+Streets of Paris..Harms ....... rerrrr 23 
g | Sept. 6, indefinite, Muehlebach Hotel, | EE, MN bi cic tntekesdedsadceseesounttes DOWEL .cccccccccccese 23 
wheel chair. KC | agg sj esbh 6th atebrendiesededeenssued SET "vane Sbebedendes 22 
Mrs. Weber has been in constant —_ . & . BR the Middle of @ Dream. ...ccccccccccccccscces Pa te 21 
attendance on her husband during Andy Kirk, Aug. 3; Waltz Dream & 2 Sa ae Reea areee iares POTOMOUBT oo. 6 s000xe 21 
the recent illness |B. A. C.; 4, Elk’s Hall, Asbury Park; i. @  §. Seer eee POR ae: 19 
. 5, Riverside Park, New Brunswick, | Is It Possible. ..+Streets eS EE eee rr ee 19 
N. J.: 12, Woodmere Country Club, | Jumpin’ Jive. .......... ccc ccc cece cece eee cees BMD 0 oes ce vececceee 19 
es - d Woodmere, L. I. vanes: .*Love Affair..... Tiere eee eee te CEAWTOTE ceccccccces 19 
Larry Clinton Disban S Russ Morgan, Aug. 5, Olmos Coun- | You, Taught Me to Love Again................6. i Ss0¢kcesbccknds 19 
: Cinderella Stay in My Arms.............ccceee- MEINE. 6040300 8e0%08 18 
. try Club, San Antonio. ee ee EY  . . . cveedcaecobercscdceete Ta ae: 18 
In Order to Reorganize Hal Kemp, July 28, Ocean Pier, | Concert in the Park..........c.ccs sce ceeeee eens eee 17 
th | Old Orchard, Me.; 29, Sunnybrook, | oT Bn Na DENN Se ga vere sie ana asik we osieoae EPP cer ere. 17 
| Hl sur ; ST OES ERE ne eRe: 6) re 15 
With Old, New Personnel Perstown; ‘30, Preasure “Beach, | I . 
’ | es ' 5 | An Apple for the Teacher...*Star Maker........  Siss bs obese en tee 14 
| Bridgeport; Aug. 2, Sunset Park, | 11 Remember...*She Married a Cop........... ES cevecesk cays 14 
; ; __, | Carrolltown, Pa.; 3, Coney Island, | My Heart Has Wings................-. 0000000, Red Star 14 
Larry Clinton's orchestra, which) Cincinnati; 4, week, Eastwood Gar-| Start the Day Right................-.-+.sse eee, SE aie hutalbed eon _" 
finished a long stand at the Park dens, Detroit; 11, week, Westwood | In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room....... oe ereerrre ree . B 
Central hotel, N. Y., last night! Gardens, Detroit: Waldorf-Astoria I'm Sorry for Myself...*Second Fiddle.......... BE 5554.0 04 palind bas 13 
(Tuesday), was disbanded on com-! hotel, N.Y., Aug. 24. Let's Make Memories Tonight. ..;Streets of Paris..Harms .............5 13 
pletion of the date and Clinton will | _ Running Through My Mind....................04 2 Er Aree 13 
Ceiae hie anes “ieee a ts anaen Siehuy O14 Cobbs SHEA Be PE ene OC Se gall Me tirkan ekbaeey ee 7 
~ € i ne. AUTEREOU TURTLE CRC TUT Cee eee é PO beseeeneeees e ‘ 
let go (about half) will form the , Cb : Sing Song of Sunbeams...*East Side of Heaven.. Santly .... 12 
nucleus of the rebuilding. Clinton | Viv OUnCI We Can Live on Love. ..#Streets of Paris........Harms ..........s42. 12 
will retain Mary Dugan, who re-| > “es -_ ae a (eM BOOT. cise cco ct ED seccccscceedes 11 
cently replaced Bea Wain as vo- See Se PROT CE 6 ik 654d ed aka sae eNews a'eg PE 5 sik hud eneauaewe 11 
calist. and will add Terry Al'en, ee and Se SIE, <5 vg05 60000 hss s O40. 0404000600% IEE csesewasd eons 11 
male vocalist formerly with Red on’t Look DC 6.045 ae KERNS ES ERS PEs Che CROMOO 1 ssscevscece 11 
oe r eed sf ee eee ee eee re re 11 
corsa ord Leary was former sax- nana oo re i006 6009.60 EMER” icsicccsecese. BD 
, ist. en Winter Comes...*Second Fiddle ‘54.5 -<waeséarsdeadus 11 
There had been a report. that Night , ,. Serene DEORE. panscsesacececs 10 
| Clinton and Les Brown would com- ll now EE eae Es cutie as ‘ 10 
| eee eee PEPE csnddadeeieetes 10 
| der another’s direction with “od | ae ee eae ene te nen aaa en ep neapenmametintenedes — — aanemands 
| but that’s seemingly untrue. Clin- | How far the Privy Council has | 15 Best Sheet M 
ton will do his Sensation Cigarette gone in upholding 20th Century-Fox USIC , ers 
| radio program and work only week- | on the ‘Man Who Broke the Bank at 
ends for several weeks. Set for the Monte Carlo’ case will not be known (Week ending July 22, 1939) 
New York Paramount Aug. 30. until the British Empire’s highest 
court has filed its formal opinion. ; 
The Council last week refused to up- i ee Jewel 
FISTS FLY AT DANCE set a decision of the Canadian Court ON hci dee i vedenencasvdvneeseseeces Shapiro 
of Appeals which held that the film REE © GUE D5. 6. 6.6.6obinn 0% 6scsevrckdcbaxkens< Crawford 
But Affair Not on Police Blotter In producer had not infringed on the I a ba UiN bss RRS 46045540044 ssk0ceddodbocaas Famous 
Indianapolis rights of the copyright owner of the WRG Beis ..oisiceeccscs PREPEEPEEISE eODEN TER OS OKESS Feist 
nie song version of ‘The Man Who Broke Stairway to the Stare ..cccccccccccvecscccecsccvcceces Robbins 
Indianapolis, July 25. oye yang ppp! or a Be = Lag 4 artes ASebebrbioheynehvasepehedanns Paull-Pioneer 
; me oe aving | it as the title of a picture. The lower RSLS OP EHO EOI 460.56:4065550 446 6050000 were deans Witmark 
ogg 3 ne on oe | Canadian court had ruled in favor of | i eee MD «cs ds siadee-e ciadsd coon otceddeeectden, Chappell 
| here Wednesday (19) for dance at) Francis, Day & Hunter, the suing | RE ae sill Mille 
Tomlinson Hall sponsored by Indian- : : - secececccecees Miller 
| apolis Negro Seam ats een tee publisher, and awarded it $1,000. Strange Enchantment (‘Man About Town’)........... Famous 
Gemini Po ge dl Ht 5 pale aula 11 | The original suit had been insti- ,zhree PO a a an ‘6 49-55 4/ee pee 
Mt. ) stg | gated by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., I Poured My Heart Into a Song (‘Second Fiddle’)...... Berlin 
squad cars of local gendarmes were 4 Li : 2 
— Basra pie -...1) | agents for F. D. & H. in America, ORCI MEAD WING sg Scars o:a''Si0 @e eiaals marek Khe Re eee ae see 
called to the scene of action to quell | ft F had te A tee deenel Lamp Is Low 
Two prominent Negro poll- after Fox had ignored its demanc S LOW wccccece SPORES V4S Se CKD Ei Oa CES eEREOROR Robbins 


(Tues.) but the booking was done | drunkenness and assault and battery, | 


throuch Rockwell. 

Barnet is in till Aug. 12, when the 
former Frank Dailey orchestra, now 
led by Bill Marshall, is scheduled 


to take over until Sept. 5. Glen 
Gray’s Casa Loma outfit follows 
thereafter for seven weeks... if the 


tax rule is instituted those bookings 
probably won’t stand. Dailey,” inci- 


dentally. is to resume directing his | 


ber4d with this date. 

Glen Island Casino, Pelham, N. 
Y., is similar to Meadowbrook as 
an RGA stand valuable because of 
its wires. Glen Miller’s now there 
with Woody Herman, now at the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., scheduled 
to go in Aug. 25. 
ahoe, N. Y., in opposition ‘to Glen 
Island, was grabbed this year by 
Music Corporation of America for 
wire buildups. Van Alexander sup- 
planted Red Norvo there this week. 
Both Glen Island and Murray’s are 
outside N. Y. Local 802’s jurisdic- 
tion. 





Krupa Re-Panthering 


Murray’s Tuck- | 


but no reports of the fracas were 
available to newshawks on the po- 
| lice beat. 

Cars were called by short wave 
| radio to hurry to the dance, and be- | 
| fore the S. O. S.’s. were finished at | 
| least 50 blue coated minions of the) 
|law were on the scene. | 





| Pittsburgh Canned Music 
| Issue Awaits Clare Meeder 


Pittsburgh, July 25. 

| With Clare Meeder, president of 
Local 60, away on a three-week va- 
cation, temporary truce has been de- 
clared in musicians union’s war on 
hotels and cafes using canned music 
|for entertainment. Managers of dance | 
|spots have agreed not to make any | 
| more installations pending Meeder’s 
return, at which time some sort of | 


deal is expected to be worked out. 
Meeder has been burning plenty at | 


local places for dropping live music | GOODMAN JIVE FOR 


in favor of the canned variety and 
with town minus stage shows in the- 


Gene Krupa orchestra returns to | atres for first time in a decade, plight 
the Panther Room of the Sherman |of Pittsburgh's professional musicians 


hotel, Chicago, Nov. 4 for at least|/is becoming increasingly acute. 


six weeks. 


At 


It’s a return for Krupa, ! present, more than 2.000 of them are | 


who was in the room this spring. | unemployed and that total is growing | 
Harry James orchestra opens there | daily. 


Sept. 
places. 

Arthur Michaud, Krupa’s handler, 
is negotiating for a New York hotel 
spot for the band, it being due to be 
closed late this week. 


9 and stays till Krupa re- 





Jimmy McHugh’s ditty, 


‘Rio’ at Universai. 


|use local bands more than the 13) 


their heads is a ban on all radio re- 
motes without paying, a move which 





‘Love for a time last year played havoc | 
Opened My Eyes,’ will be sung in with the niteries. Radio’s their chief bird,’ for use in Sol Lesser’s ‘Every- | engagement at New Penn, Pittsburgh | Changes in his band. 
i-thing’s on Ice’, ‘ 


| es 
source of advertising. 





that the producer take out a license 
for the use of the title. The Canadian 
appeals court in dismissing the suit 
ruled that there had been no in- 
fringement of title and that the song 
itself had been thrown into the pub- 
lic domain as a result of the copy- 
right owner’s failure to comply with 
the Canadian copyright act in effect 
at the time the song was written. 
This phase of the decision threatens 
the validity of hundreds of thou- 


| sands of musical works which were 


| publishers have made a practice of 


Understood that upon his return, | three-week stand. 
Meeder will insist that dance spots! jive crew in the spot. 


published prior to Jan. 1, 1924, with 
the result that British, Canadian and | 
American publishers are awaiting 
with much interest the finding on 
this particular point by the Privy 
Council. 
Several of 


the major American 
insuring themselves on the title | 
angle of their musical publications 
by having a play written around the 
lyric and copyrighting the script as 
a dramatic work. This was not done 
in the case of ‘Monte Carlo.’ 





BEVHILLS SWANKERY 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Swank Victor Hugo restaurant in 
Beverly Hills has booked in Benny 
Goodman’s swingeroos Aug. 3 for a | 


First time for a| 








Goodman will do a swing concert 


| weeks a year they agreed upon last; in Hellywood Bowl Aug. 3 to aid | 
season. Club he intends to hold over ; Philharmonic Continuance Fund. 





| tonight 


* Filmusical. 








On the 


Upbeat 


Jimmy Dorsey orchestra draws 
the finals of the N.Y. Daily News 
Harvest Moon Ball at Madison 


Square Garden, N.Y., Aug. 30. Elim- | 


inations are currently 
ducted by the paper. 

Artie Shaw had 
last year 


being con- 


the assignment | 


Wayne King orchestra bows out 
of the Hotel Roosevelt, N.Y., Grill 
(Wednesday) after which 
the room will be closed until the 
annual return of Guy Lombardo in 
the fall. 


Johnny Davis is scheduled to re- 
place Jackson Teagarden orchestra 
at the Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago. 





Lennie Hayton’s new orchestra 
and Johnny Long’s band have been | 
signed to record for Vocalion. | 





Bob Chester’s new band, currently 
in rehearsal, is signed to Music 


Corp. of America and Bluebird rec- 
ords. 





Frankie Masters’ orchestra will | 
back the Eddie Anderson (Roches- | 
ter)-Betty Grable unit when it 
comes east for vaude dates. 








Husk O’Hare and his reorganized | 


Victor Young and Paul Webster band hit the road again Saturday | 


sold their song, ‘Birth of a Snow-! 


(29) when they open an indefinite | 


roadhouse. Henry Blauth closes 


| records 
| Bobby Hackett’s vocalist. 


night before and returns to Chi after 
three-week run. 





Benny Carter’s orchestra DX'd a 
jive program to BBC in London 
Monday (24) from NBC. Carter has 
a following in England personally. 


Ink Spots quartet play Shea’s, 
Buffalo, week of Aug. 18 and Hipp, 
Balto, Aug. 25. Latter date is the 
second there in six weeks. 





Claire Martin sang with the Bob 
Zurke band on the Magic Key pro- 
gram Monday (24) and cut several 
with it last week. She's 
He’s now 
at the Trocadero, N.Y. nitery. 





Phil Harris orchestra has signed 
with Bluebird Records but doesn’t 
start recording till fall. Recently 
left Brunswick. 


Johnny Green has deferred his 
scheduled date with the Philadelphia 
Symphony orchestra, originally set 
for July 31, until next summer due 
to the press of radio work. His 
band is now on three radio shows. 





Sid Martin’s orchestra set for the 
season at the Mountain House, 
Haines Falls, N. Y. 





Benny Goodman making more 
Buff Esty 


(Continued on page 47) 
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More Suits for Royalty Checkups 
Due Against American Record Co. 


+ 





! 
Indications were given last week | 
t the American Record Co. will | 
1 be subjected to a supplementary 
parrage of suits for back royalty 
payments. At the request of numer- 
ous publishers Harry Fox, agent and 
trustee in the mechanical rights di- 
vision of the Music Publishers Pro- | 
tective Association, sent out forms, | 
which when signatured by the pubs, 
will give him authority to file actions 
for the recovery of monies due on 
allegedly faulty statements made by | 
the phonograph record manufactur- 
ing company before it was taken over | 
by the Columbia Broadcasting Co. 
Suits, based on an audit by the 
MPPA of the ARC’s books, have al- 
ready been filed by the Max Drey- 
fus group of publishing firms. Lat- 
ter actions claim damages of $150,000. 
Other pubs, after examing the audit 
reports, have asked Fox to sue in 
their behalf. Hence, last week's 
mailing out of the required forms of 
authorization. 


All the Beer They Can 
Drink Plus Jive for 50c, 
Jitterbug Joint Pinched 


Philadelphia, July 25 
A jitterbug joint, United Citizens 
of America, which served kids all 


tha 
soo! 





the beer they could drink for 50c., 


was raided Saturday (22) night. Of 
50 boys and girls in the place, 21 
were minors. They were all re-| 
leased, while operator Car! G. Stef- 
fenson, two bartenders and three 
other employes were jailed 

Aside from the angle of selling 
beer to minors, the spot was entirely | 
unlicensed, state agents said. It had 
a permit to collect funds for charity 
and took 50c. ‘donated’ by each pa 
tron at the door. ‘Donors’ got their 
beer ‘free.’ 

Fantastic scheme by the U. C. A. | 
to rehabilitate Philly’s youth by 
holding bigger and better jitterbug 
and beer sessions was revealed as a 
result of the raid. Program of Stef- 
fenson and his aides, police said, 
was to rent a large mid-city ball- 
room for the parties. Negotiations 
were already in progress for one 
Spot. 

U. C. A. head, who operates a 
Rarage, had also asked city council 
to provide new quarters for him on 
the ground he is promoting the wel- 
fare of youth. He hoped, it was 
learned, to obtain eventually the use 
of Philly’s 22,000-capacity Conven- 
tion hall for his Saturday night shin- 
digs and was prepared to ask the 
City’s niteries for free acts. 

United Citizens is an outgrowth of 
the Sissies Club, founded by Steffen- 
Son in the present headquarters, a 
former automobile storage room. It 
sold only soft drinks originally. Stef- 
>fenson has recently been soliciting | 
funds from large corporations for his 
youth work?’ 


Gray Gordon’s Stunt 


Gray Gordon is instituting a ‘story 
behind the song’ idea on his sustain- 
ng band pickups from the West- 
chester Country Club, New York. 
ie to give the inside info on a tune, 

Ow it was written, etc. Listeners 
will be asked to request particular 
histories. 

In some cases the writer of song 


Used will do a short p.a. on the pro- 
gram, 








Larry Schlums’ Promotion 
a Schlums has been appointed 
ane of the district office in 
oy age which is directly operated 
ad ; e American Society of Com- 

Sers, Authors and Publishers. 
Schlums had been with the road 


crew . . 
—" headed by Dick Lyons for two 
years, < 


;}to an 


ithe opinion that an 





Vic Young’s ‘Travels’ 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Victor Young, Par composer and 
conductor, has been signed to score 
and conduct ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ 


| Max Fleischer’s full-length cartoon 


which Par will distribute. 
Young leaves in three weeks for 
Fleischer’s Miami studio, 


BBC’S BAND 
PASSES 0 
QUICKL 


——— 


London, July 18. 
British Broadcasting Corp.’s at- 
tempt to gag 





handing out weekly lists of ‘must’ | 
song titles died within a few short; 


weeks, and has been thrown into 
the discard. Plan was to stifle ex- 
cessive plugging, which is anathema 
organization like the BBC 
which hates any thought of some- 
body getting free publicity on the 
air, and it was hoped to get co- 
operation from the music trade 
without any coercion, 

Principal band leaders didn’t see 
it that way, though. and 


they couldn't broadcast on their 
own terms, building programs as 
they knew how, the BBC could go 
elsewhere for its rhythm output. 
When on top of that the publishers 
showed great unwillingness to work 
in with the Corp. the set-up was al- 
ready dead, even if it didn’t know 
it. Now, however, it’s officially 
dead. 


RED NORVO AGAIN 





REORGANIZING BAND 


Red Norvo orchestra broke up a 
second time in a year after bowing 
out of Murray's, Tuckahoe, N, Y., 
Saturday night (22) Band was re- 


placed at the spot by Van Alexan- |} 


der’s orchestra. Musie Corporation 
of America, which handles 
says the leader will reorganize and 
be ready for one-night dates within 
the next couple weeks. New outfit 
will be average in size—12 or 13 men. 

Second bustup is based on the same 
reason as the initialer, band had such 
a heavy payroll it couldn’t make any 
money. It’s reported to have cost 
Norvo $250 weekly to stay at Mur- 
ray’s because of the many wires he 


got 


Leibell Decision Will Affect Future 


the bandleaders by} 


several | 
notables made it explicitly clear if | 


Norvo, | 
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POPULAR PUGS 
NOT PLEAGED 


As ASCAP Widens Its Radio 
Checks Toward an Even- 
tual 100,000 Program 
Audits Annually, the 

| Standard Catalogs Derive 

| Most Benefits 


——_—_—_- 


1938 CONTRAST 


— 











Popular publisher-members of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers are beginning 


|to wonder whether they as a class | 
jaren’t taking it on the chin in the} 


matter of royalty shares as the or- 
ganization increases the scope of its 
quarterly checks on air perform- 
ances. Many of these pop pubs feel 
that the only group benefitting from 
such checking expansion are the 
standard publishers with _ their 
|massive catalogs of special arrange- 


|!ments of music that is in the public 
| domain. 

ASCAP’s bookkeeping department 
| has geared itself to examine eventu- 
|ally 25,000 radio programs per quar- 
iter, or a total of 100,000 programs a 
year. The check for the current 
|quarter ending Sept. 30 will cover 
| around 23,000 programs and it is fig- 
ured that the projected quota will 
be reached by the end of this year. 


Inverse Ratio 
As the 


widening of checking operations to 
give them a better break now find 
that it has worked the other way. 
The added checks, study of compara- 
tive royalty statements has con- 
| vinced them, is building up the pay- 
| off value for the standard houses, 
lwith most of this deriving from 
numbers contained in transcriptions 
and phonograph records. 


Following is a comparison of how | 


publishers fared on payoff values for 
two quarters: 

2ND QUARTER 1938 

Amount distributed ta publishers: 

$1.616,000 
Number 

14,728. 


Per performance point credit: 17c. 


programs analy ed: 


| Per availability point credit: $1.86. 


Per senority point credit: 1642c. 
2ND QUARTER 1939 
Amount distributed to pubs: 


$? 361,000 
Number 
20,843 
Per performance point credit: 
11.9¢. 
Per availability point credit: $1.78. 
Per se nority port credit: l6c. 


analyzed 


programs 


— | 


number of air perform-| 
ances in the royalty calculations in- | 
crease the value per point in the | 
quarterly payoff naturally decreases. | 
Popular pubs who had expected the} 


John Santangelo 
Wholesaler of 


° e 
Swing a Misdemeanor 
Washburn, Wis., July 25. 

Mayor Hans J. Thompson has 
prohibited anyone fron 
ing, whistling, humming or 
playing swing music during the 
city’s homecoming celebration, 
| Aug. 4-6, 

Object is to throw emphasis 
back upon the dances of yester- 
day—reels, square dances and 
waltzes. 








sing- 











CITY TAX 0 
COIN MACHINE 
ATTACKED 


Montreal, July 25. 
New test of legality of taxation on 
automatic music machines this fall 
is foreshadowed in 
prominent Hull attorney 





that he 


{Courts to 
Court. 
bec) last week ruled that music ma- 
chines can be taxed by the city on 
the same basis as peanut and chew- 
ing gum vending machines and is- 
sued summonses for 26 shopkeepers 


appeal in the Superior 


on their premises. 
The Recorder gave a dictionary 


which listed them as ‘automatic dis- 
tributor's.” He added that since mu- 
sic is a commodity, in the sense that 
it satisfies a need, it can be sold. And 
the machines supplying this com- 
modity can be called ‘automatic ven- 
| dors.’ 
/ 
—————- —— — —_——__— - 
> J . 

| Landts’ Music Co. 

Branching out from their radio 
activities, Landt Trio, in association 


with Eddie Lambert. have formed 
Artists Music Corp 


were network broadcasters 
have been rather inactive of late 
with exception of some recording 

Lambert resigned from Sam Fox 
Music to join the new firm. He’s 
|also interested in Time Abroad, 
loca] transcription company. 


for years 


| Arthur Lange writing the musical | 
score for “The Life of Victor Herbert’ 
at Paramount 


Royalty Payments On Coin Machines 


Music publishing industry in New 
York 1e¢ ] tnat the decision handed 
down bv Federal Judge Vincent L. 

f RCA Victor 
against Paul Whiteman a! 1 WNEW, 
N. Y.. last week has greatly strength- 
ened its own campa:gn to collect a 
special royalty on phonograph rec- 
ords used in coin-operated machines 
With the court holding that both the 
manufacturer and the interpretive 
artist have a property right in the 
he publishers are of 


Leibell in the case oO 


recorded work 
important loop- 
hole has been plugged and that the 
manufacturers no longer have any 
excuse of evading the copyright own- 
er’s demand for such special royalty. 

In the past when the pub has 
sought to get the manufacturer to 
vield to the payment of a special 
lity on coin-machine discs the 
latter has al! ued at it had no way 


its pr od- 


rova 


all ich uce of 


uct The pub believe that th con- 
trol is in the offing. Judge Leibe 

finding has granted it in the instance 
of broadcasting and all that is neces- 
sary to make the same control apply 


to phonograph records used in coin- 
machines is a test suit on the issue. 
‘Distinctive’ 

As the pubs see it, the recognition 
of property rights which the manu- 
facturer and the interpretive artist 
has won can be of little avail to 
them unless the copyright 
grants them the right to make spe- 
cial arrangements. The pubs contend 
that what gives an artist distinction 
when it comes to interpretation is 
his special arrangement of the work. 
Since under the copyright law the 
right to make special arrangements 
is held exclusively by the copyright 


owner, the artists’s distinctive inter- 


owner 


pretation cannot prevail nor be 


anything if he is prevented 


wort} 


ments, 
Final decree igned by Judge 
Leibell yesterday (Tues.) per: 
nently enjoins and restrains White- 
man from asserting that he has the 
right to control the commercial and 
broadcasting use of RCA records. 
The WBO Broadcasting Corp. and 
Elin, Inc., are also enjoined from vio- 
lating RCA’s rights in records manu- 
factured by the latter, or using the 
records for broadcasting 
unless 


purposes 
sanctioned bv RCA: from 
competing unfairly with RCA by 
making radio use of such records and 
from competing unfairly with White- 
man, or violating the latter’s com- 
mon-law property right in records 
he produced for RCA, by making use | 
of them in broadcasting. Also re- 
strains WBO from inducing Bruno- 
N. Y. to breach its agreement with 

RCA, through direct or indirect use 
f the records VM itho it RCA consent 


statement of | 
would take recent judgment of Hull | 


Judge Bedard, of Hull (Que- | 


who have automatic music machines | 


definition for the music machines, | 


Trio, composed | 
of brothers Jack, Carl, and Dan, who |} 


Criminal and Civil Actions Beset 


of Derby, Conn., 
Bootleg Songsheets 


+ Ticats 


John Santangelo, who is rated in 
publishing circles as the country’s 
largest wholesale distributor of boot- 
|leg songsheets, «aces arraignment 
today (Wednesday) in the Newark, 
N. J., federal court. He has already 
| been freed in $8,000 bail by the 
federal district court in New Haven. 

Conn. 

Aside from the criminal charges, 
Santangelo is enmeshed in civil suits 
filed against him in Hartford, Conn., 
by such firms as Chappell & Co., 
Harms, Inc., and Remick Musie 
Corp. As a result of these suits 
eight of Santangelo’s bank accounts 
have been attached. Also his home 
|in Derby, Conn. 

He is alleged to have operated 
three bootleg songsheet printing 
plants; one in New Jerse. another 
in Sullivan County, N. Y., and a 
third in Connecticut. Arthur Hoff- 
man, who conducted the investiga- 
tion for the publishers which led to 
| Santangelo’s arrests, estimates that 
these plants turned out 250,000 32- 
page songsheets a month. 

Also Nab Morris Fischer 
Philadelphia, July 25 

A kingpin of the unauthorized 
songsheet industry faces an indict- 
ment by a Federal grand jury here 
in August, U. S. District Attorney 
Edward Kallick said last week. Mor- 
| ris Fischer, who has been arrested 
and sentenced to prison previously 
|}on similar charges, was nabbed this 
time by chance. Agents of the Fed- 
eral Alcohol Tax Unit stopped and 
searched a ear in South Philly for 
| liquor. Instead of bootlez booze, 
they found 10,000 bootleg songsheets. 

Through the driver of the car the 
|} agents traced the sheets to a small 
South Jersey printing plant and 
| through the printer they located 
Fischer. Kallick said he would seek 
the indictments next month on 
charges of violating the copyright 
laws Four other persons whom 
Kallick said were ‘small fry’ will 
also be indicted at that time. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





International Meet 
Of Performance Groups 
| Looms for Bucharest 


International Federation of Per- 
forming Rights advised the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers that various members 
of the group were anxious to hold 
a convention this summer and that 
it wanted to know how ASCAP f«&, 
about fixing a date in Bucharest, Ru- 
mania ASCAP cabled back that 
uch meeting would be okay. 


In the event a convention is called 


| ASCAP will delegate its Paris rep, 
| Hugo Bryk, to do the representing 


[he federation last sprin 
all consideration of meeting this sum- 
ner when the outlook in Euror 


*¥ ry 
alliall beca @ ominou 


M.P.P.A. Adds 3 Pubs 


I were elec ed to mem- 
bership in the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association last week. 

They were Melrose Music Co., 
Leeds Music, Inc., and Melody Lane, 
Ine., of Hollywood (Abe Frank}). 


dropped 


Lim from Dutch Indies in N. ¥. 

Harry Lim, conductor of a record- 
ed jive program on a Batavia, Dutch 
East Indies, radio station is in New 
York for a six-month sojourn to 
gather a library of 2,000 new record- 
ings to take back with him. 

As well as m.c.’ing the platter pro- 
gram, Lim is »rez of a Batavie Swing 


| Club and editor of its magazine. He's 


also attending law school there. 





Ralph Freed and Burton Lane 
wrote ‘I Never Thought I'd Fall in 
Love Again,’ to be sung in Repub- 

’s ‘Flight at Midnight.’ 
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BANDS and ORCHESTRAS 


out charge. 


minimum. 





Booking 
Ave., 








Agencies: 


Week of July 28 


Permanent address of bands and orchesiras is published without 
While every effort is made to insure accuracy in this 
department, cooperation in notifying errors will reduce mistakes to a 


Key to abbreviations: B—ballroom, C—cafe. CC—country club, H— 
Hotel, N—Night Club, R—restaurant, T—Theatre. 
CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists, 
N.Y.C.; FB, Frederick Bros., 
Music Corp. of America, 745 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C.; Rockwell Amus., 1270 


1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; 


Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; William Morris Agcy., 1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C. 








A 





De La Rosa. Oscar, ¢ o Wm. Morr 


1250 Sixth 
MCA, 





| 


Haymes, Dick, Little Fva, H' wood, 
Henry, Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A, 
| Herbeck, Ray, Euclid Beach Park, Cleve, 
Herman, Woody, Paramount T., NYC, 
Herth, Milt, La Salle H. Chi. 
Hill, Teddy, Savoy B., World's Fair RTE. 
Hili, Tiny, Melody Mill B., Chi 
Hines, Karl, Grand Terrace, Chi, 
Hite, Les, Omar's Dome C., L. C 


Hoagland, Everett, Jenkinson’s VPavilion, 
Point Pleasant N N.d 


Hoffman, Earl, Medinah Club, N., Chi, 











Hohengarten, Carl, CBS, Chi 

Holmes Herbie ‘I Mansion, Youngs 
town, © 

Holst, Ernie, Belmont-Plaza H., NYC, 

Hunt, Brad, Ruggles Beach, O 

J 

Jacobs, Howard. Wm. Morrls Agency, 
NYC 

Satins. Al, Providence-Biltmore H., Prov. 
| James, Harry, Roseland B., N.Y.C., 
| James, Sonny, c/o CRA 
Jones, Isham, Fairyland Park, K.C., Mo 
| Jurgens, Dick, Aragon B., Chi, 





is. 


K 


y.¢ 


Agnew, Charlie, Castle Farms, Cincy. case eeaee N. _ we Some, Kavelin, Al, Enna Jettick Pk., Auburn, 
Alexander, Van, Murray's, Tuckahoe, N.Y. Denny Jack. c/o Wm. Morris. ms: a 

Almerico, Tony, Chez Paree, N New Dixon, Lee, Tantilla Gardens, Richmond, Kaye, Sammy, Buff T., Buffalo, N.Y, 
Orleans. io i : ‘ Kemp, Hal, MCA, N, Y. 

Ambassadors, Royale, Congress H., Chi Dooley, Phil, Palmer H., Chi. Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC. 


Andrews, Gordon, 


Armstrong, Louis, Coliseum B., St. Paul, | Dorsey, Tommy, H. Pennsylvania, N.Y.C, |) Kerr, Jimmy, Jerry's Mandalay N., Hol- 
Ash, Paul, Roxy T. NYC, Duchin, Eddy, Strand T., N.¥.C, WEEE tien ees 0. Gon Coam 
B E cisco, 
‘ . : King. Ted‘v Southern Tavern, Cleve. 

Baker, Bob, c/o Wm. Morris ; Eldridge, Roy, Arcadia B., N.Y.C. King's Jesters, Broadmoor C.C., Colo. | 
Barnet, Charley, Meadowbrook, Cedar Ellington, Duke, Ritz-Carlton H., Boston. Spes., Colo 

Grove, N. J . Ellis, Joe. Queen Mary R.. NYC, Kinney. Ray, Lexington H., NYC. 
Barnett, Jimmy, ¢/o FB. Ellis, Segar, Surf Beach Club, Va. Beach, | Kogen, Harry, NBC, Chi 

marron, Hive, CRA, wy. we Va. | Krupa, Gene, Paramount T., N.Y¥.C. 
Basie, Count, Famous Door, NY¢ Ennis, Skinnay, Beacon T., Vancouver, Kyser, Kay, Golden Gate Exposition, San 
Baum, Charles, St. Regis H.. NYC. Bu : ‘ Francisco 
jecker, Bubbles, Totem Averill . j : 

Park, N. Y. F L 

Berigan, Bunny, Sherman H., Chi, Fields, Shep, H. New Yorker, NYC, Lawson, Doc, c/o Rockwell Amus., N.Y. 
Bernard, Art, Club Plantation, H’wood, Fiorito, Ted, Ben Marden’s Riviera, Ft. Lang. Sid, Hi-Hat Club, Chicago. 
jernie, Ben, Astor, H., Lee, N Le Baron, Eddie, Rainbow Room N.; NYC. 


Bestor, Don, c/o Win. 


Club 18 N., NYC. 


Morris. 

Blanco, Pedro, Embassy C., Philastelphia. 
Blauth, Henry, New Penn Club, Pitts. 
Bleyer, Archie, Earl Carroll's R., H' wood. 


Dorsey, Jimmy, c/o Rockwell. 


| Philadelphia. 


Fidler, Lou, Colony Club, Chi. 





Frasetto, Joe, Jack Lynch's Walton Roof, 


Fields, Irving, Lake Tarlton C.C., Pike, 
. 


Kent, Peter, H. New Yorker, NYC. 





Levant, Phil, Bismark H., Chi. 
Light, Enoch Taft H., NYC. 
I:ittle, Little Jack, Edison H., N.Y¥.C, 


Lombardo, Guy, Waldorf-Astoria H., 


































































Kain, Paul, Wardman Park H.,, Wash., | 





Broadmoor H., Colo. 


P 


Harry, 


Owens, 
Colo. 


Springs, 


| Panchito, Versailles R., NYC. 
Pancho, Baker H., Dallas 
| Park Ave. Boys, Cafe Lamaze, H' wood, 
| Parks, Bobby, c/o Rockwell Amus. 
Paul, Eddie, Manitou Beach, Manitou, 
Mi h 
Paul, Toasty Grahmere H., Cht, 
Pedro, Don, Blackhawk C., Chi 
Pendarvis, Paul, Muehlebach H., K.C., 
lo 


Playboys, Town House H., tT. A. 
Powell, Teddy, Donahue’s, Mountainview, 
N. J 


——____. — | 


Benny Goodman Going 
American Record: 


MCA Tiff Report Again 


Negotiations for the shift of Benny 
Goodman's orchestra from RCA Vic. 
tor records to the American Record 
label will probably be completed this 





| week, 


| R 
Raeburn, Boyd, Muehlebach H.,, K.C, 
Mo | 
Ramona, Rockwell G.A., N.Y. 
| Ramos, Ramon, H. Ambassador, NYC 
Ravazza, Carl, Rio de! Mar, Aptos, Calif. 


Ravel, Don, Greenwich Village Casino, 
NYC. 
Redman, 
Cal. 
| Reichman, Joe, Palmer House H., Chi. 
Renard, Jacques, Cocoanut Grove N.,, 
| Boston. 
Reisman, Leo, Palmer House, Chi, 
Riley, Mike; c/o CRA, 
Rinés, Joe, St. Regis H., N.Y.C. 
Rio, Rita, Fernbrook Park, Wilkes-Barre, 
a. 
| Roberts, Bill, Sir Francis Drake H., 
Ban F. 


George, Topsy's N., Southgate, 


Pr 


| Rodrigo, Nano, Havana-Madrid N., NYC. 
| Rogers, Buddy, Cavalier H., Va. Beach, 
Va. 

Roland, Don. Catalina Island, 
Roltini, Adrian, Piccadilly H., } 
Russell, Jack, Skylon C., Chi. 


Ss 
Havana-Madrld, NYC, 


Calit, 
ye 


Sanabria, Juanito, 


Savitt, Jan, Lincoln H., NYC, 
Schillinger, Willard, The Inn, Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa. 
| Shanks, Charles, c/o CRA 
Shaw, Artie, c/o R-O'K, H' wood. 


Shelley, Lee, Pines, Pitts. 

Sherr, Jack, St. Moritz H., N.Y.C. 
Sherwood, Bobby, Lamaze C., L. A. 
Shields, Roy, NBC, Chi, 

Sissle, Noble, Paramount H., NYC. 











Meeting is to iron out final details 
which almost put the chill on the 
switch several times in the past few 


weeks However, the most im. 


| portant points have been smoothed 


;man it doesn’t know itself. 


and it’s expected an initial recording 
date will be designated at the sign. 
ing. 

What American will do with Good. 
He will 
not, however, be used on a 75c plat. 
ter. Tentative plans have variously 
had him, if and when, being pressed 
onto either a new 35c label or a 
special Columbia platter at 50c. 

It was again reported during the 
past week that Goodman would also 
seek to change his management, dis- 


entangling himself from Music Corp, 


of America. It’s known that he’s 
been having squabbles with the bodk- 
ing outfit lately. 

Joe Higgins, another American 
exec flew to the Coast Monday (24) 
to look in on Kay Kyser and Orrin 



















































































Rehantel taels thie 0. Chl ag Nyc Sousa, John Philip, ILI, Wm. Morris, N.Y. Tucker, ARC artists also out west. 
a > * sé e .  - 2 z ‘ Ss : ah *f -, , or 
Brandt, Edsly, Stevens K., Fishe:, Buddy, Bryn Mawr C.C., Chi. Lopez, Vincent, Claridge H.. Memphis. ‘outh, Eddie, Trocadero H., H’wood. 
. , 4. is a ; a é . MN, e ‘ Spanier, Muggsy, Sherman H., Chi. 
Breese, Lou, c/o CRA, Fisher, Freddie, Old Vienna, Cincy, Lopez, Phil, Club Plantation, H' wood. Spitalny, Phil, Park Central, N. Y 
Bragale, Vincent, c/o MCA. Fitzger. ld, Ella, Savoy B., N.Y.C. Lorch, Carl, Glen Echo Park, Washing- bs. "oa a ” nee H re "H’ wood 
trigode, Ace, Chippewa Lake Park, O. Fomeen, Basil, St. Moritz H., N.Y. ton, D. C. ae Eaote im a Ate Cl , Ww 4 
Brown, Les, Brighton Beach, B’klyn, N.Y. Foster, Chuck, Del Mar Club, Santa Mon- Loveland, Archie. Olympic H., Seattle, 1 - oe “ ™ aur, Sounds ane 
Bruce, Roger. Joyland Casino, Lexington, | ica, Cal. ‘ash. | ete Di ck, MCA. N. ¥ | LN 
vA 3 | Franklin, Morton, Netherland-Plaza H., Lowe, Louie, West Lake Terrace, Indpls. Stoeffior we ily. Cabanas Club, Urbana, 0. | vu 
Bundy, Rudy, New Colonial, H., Lake | Cincy. Lucas, Clyde, c/o MCA, Beverly Hills, eee oe, eee Lo . _ He ee 
Manitou, Rochester, Ind, Frederics, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, Elm- Cal. “a a ee ee oe re -———- 
Burton, Paul, Bill Green's Casino, Pitts. | hurst, N.Y “- Lunceford, Jimmy, Harold Oxley, 19 ee Rag 4, : — r ' | 
Fulton, Jack, c/o MCA, E. 49th st., NYC Stuart, Roy, Park Casino, N., Chi. | Four bullets from the guns of un- 
re + os + SICA. N.Y Swanson, Billy. c/o CRA, } . 
a ee eee G yman, Abe., } Sy ; 7 |} known assailants, who shot him 
_ H ray, ap, Olle 7 e | aay rae . ® 
Candulla, Harry, Mt. Hotel, Chattanooga. | Garr, Glen, Westwood Supper Club, Rich . Teagarden, Jack, c/o MCA | down early yesterday morning 
Cherniavsky, Josef, WLW. Cincinnatt. mood, Va. Madriguera, Enric, Bon Air €.C., Chi, Theis, Henry, c/o R-O’K, N.Y | (Tuesday) in The Bronx, N. Y., as 
Chicco, Louis, Versailles C.. H'wood. Gillette, Jack, c/o CRA. Malneck, Matty, c/o MCA, H' wood, Tito’s Swingtette, Trocadero C., H'wooa a ead fa eee *y Ray Acts 
Chiesta, Don, Ivanhoe Gardens, N, Chi. Golden, Neil, Stuyvesant H., Buffalo, Manzanares, Jose, Colony Club, Chicago Tolbert, Skeets, Plantation Club, N.Y.C he was on his w ay to his downtown 
ee pri gt 7 , ws. 7 Soot e ie - = jen Gate I ion eae a's yao, Reaees Casing, Avtar Tomlin. Pinky, Riltmore Bowl. L. A office, proved fatal shortly before 
0 "I J¢ *reside Atiauntie ;oodma 2 ;olde yate Exposition, TK, o We . tte . } , feverly : " - 
as ~— \i aie —— 1 cee ie Seilews Piéte font ee ee er Se Beverly noon yesterday for Irving Penn, 
Col man, Emil, Trocadero C., H’ wood. | ‘ ‘ : ra ae : Marshard, Jack, H. Plaza, NYC. } Trace AL Twin Lakes B Twin Lakes, 42, manager of the royalty depart- 
Gordon, Gray, Westchester, C¢ A y } I , , , B4 : 
Cook, Ted, White City B., + gaia . inves. # Martin, Freddie, Catalina Island; Calif Wisi me ‘ * Schirmer C >» h: 
Costello, Charles, Commodvure Club, Det —. gy ty tee ee zenesie, Lou, Leon & Eddie's N., NYC, Tucker, Orrin, Ambassador H., T.. A, — wg bah =, 0 had 
Costello, Diosa, La Conga, - ‘i 1 ° - ico, ° Masters, Frankie, Essex House V.Y.C on 4 ner? Tro} N hi. pee I wc mers 22 years, 
Sater ao ee —. in, NON. Y Gumin, Joe, Chateau Club, Milwaukee, Meyers, Gus, Longshore Beach, CC, West- Turk, Al, Royale - 3 _ St me hi * “eu 2 
Cummins, Bernie, Modernistic B., Mil- | H ! port, Conn. | V enn had left his home only a 
a - eee a i ie ia ae _ a Creery, HW Ambassador T., Chl, Vagabond, Chas., Ambassador, H., Chi few minutes earlier when the shoot- 
utler, Ben, Nicolle » Mpls. ull, Geo., Palisade irk, Ft. Lee, N.J. | McCune, Playland, Rye, N.Y. | ; our ‘asino Gardens 1 jing -curre ‘he ascacsings , 
D | Hamilton,’ Bob, Majestic B, Long Beach, | McFarland Twins, Walled Lake Park, hon te a Sa eee | ee Scere. see ee ene 
p | Calif : chi | Walled Lake, Mich | Yailee. Rudy, Astor H.. N. ¥ fired from an automobile, then sped 
avis, EF.idie, Larue R., Hannan, Bob, Stevens H., Chi. McPartlin?, Jack, & De C.. Chi. Noah Sa” tnkcarath i ‘ , enn mae take t Yorde 
cele Seas Maan oo eee | Haring. Bob. c/o R-O'K rer in’, Jack, 8 Deuces C., Chi. Venuti, Joe, Rockwell G. A.. N. Y. away. Penn was taken to Ford 
Day, Bobby, Show Bar, Forest Hills, L. 1, | Harkness, Dale, Henry, H., Pitts., Pa. Miller, Glenn, Glen inland Cn ino, N.Y. Ww ham hospital, where he succumbed, 
De Lange, Eddie Adolphus H., Dallas. Harris, Phil, Roosevelt H., New Orleans. Mills” Jav. Lowry H.. St. Paul. — wen Don, Chanticleer, N., Madison No motive could be established 
= c l a rote, © i ' rade ° - | is . ~ 
ae | Mitchell, Pon, Long Beach H., Gloucester, | Waller, Fats, Loew's State, N.¥.C for the slaying, with police and as- 
: Mass ; | Wardlaw, Jack, Atlantic Beach, Morehead | sociates alike completely mystified 
 pmecey tes Page 9 alas Minaiaae Te eee oe as to the cause. Mistaken identity 
Murray, Charles, Mon Paris N., NYC. Weber, Marek. NBC, ¢ hi is the best explanation so far. 
y Weeks Anso ‘/o MCA, Hollywood, . . 
: . — Weeks, Ranny, Int'l Casino, NYC His widow and two daughters 
pt gg ony ee —. oe . M elk, Lawrence, Edgewater Beech H., survive. 
Nohle, Leighton tice ‘ ouston ex. Chi 
Noble, Ray, Brown-Palace H., Denver, Whiteman, Paul, 17 FE. 45th St... NYC ee a = 
Oo Phos Ranny, Sir Francis Drake H., San Woods, Howard, Village Barn, NYC, 
‘ran s " 
Ohman, Phil, Victor Hugo's, H' wood, Williams, Griff, Trianon R., Chi Z 
Olman, Val, Wm, Morris, N.Y. Winton, Barry, Rainbow Grill, NYC, Zurke, Bob, c/o Wm. Morrts 
Olsen, Geo., MCA, N.Y Wiitich, Doriss, Yar R., Chi. Ewerling, Ruby. State T. NYC “ 
THE SEASON! Osborne, Will, Palomar, B., l. A. Wood, Barry, Claremont Inn, N.VY.C, Zito, Horacio, St. Moritz H., NYC, 
. ar 
C- | Event of the Ye 
from The M-G-M Musica F "Th St k ‘ p Pj 
: cr OZ” | rom e starmaker a Paramount Picture 
: rt] 
| “THE WIZARD O | Featuring BING CROSBY 
* | Two swell Johnny Burke and Jimmy Monaco songs: 
OVER THE RAINBOW | A GORGEOUS BALLAD 
: } 
‘ | 
» | A PEACH OF A NOVELTY 
i IS DEAD | || 
DING-DOKG! THE WITCH | 
s | 
| 
| | 
‘ * 7 
SEE THE WIZARD | ||| 
1 ° 1 en « e . us 
\ 
WE'RE CFE TO SEE | | We gave you ''Music Goes Round" and "Three Little Fishies 
. 
oe | and NOW this WOW! 
Five Unforgettable Song 
ARBURG and HAROLD ARLEN Horace recorded it, Guy recorded it, Glenn recorded it and so did 
a . 
by E. Y. Wayne and Frances and Barry and Chick 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, Inc 
9 “ 
’ 
| 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
S Chicago ® Hollywood @ Boston @ Pittsburgh @ Philadelphia @ Cincinnati @ San Francisco 
er | 
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~ AFA’S BLUNDERS 


—— 





The officials of the American Federation of Actors appear 
now to be making every effort to bring upon themselves an- 
other indictment—for gross stupidity, 





Governing heads of the AFA have made several tactical | 
moves to ward off or sotten the blows of the Four A’s investi- | 
gation, hearing and subsequent verdict, Each move proved | 
more ineffectual than the other, but last week's resignation from 
the Theatre Authority, prior to a hearing on the AFA’s usage | 
of relief monies, was an inexcusable blunder, If not exactly an 
admission of guilt, it was the closest thing to it. 


} 


| 
| 
| 


Looking at the record, it was Ralph Whitehead, executive 
secretary of the AFA, who asked for the investigation, Maybe | 
he was slightly dazed when the Four A’s immediately granted 
his ‘request,’ but anyhow he walked into the first left jab by 
calling a general membership meeting at the Edison hotel, 
N.Y., for the purpose of giving him and the rest of the AFA 
officials a vote of confidence. 


o } 

Major repercussions followed, the least of which, a ee 
enough, was the riot which broke up that get-together. W rite- | 
head asked for the investigation and Whitehead called the Seer 
ing, but when it came to sticking a neck out it was Sop ae 
Tucker's that lay on the block that night. \\ hitehead a 
quiet ; Soph took all the abuse from the belligerent Ferrets, anc 
some of the saner minds began to wonder why. 

Whitehead runs the AFA; Sophie Tucker is its non-salaried 
president and, until the investigation started, probably pod 
familiar as any minor member of the A bA with the ong — 
ings. Why—one wonders then—was Sophie pe to : tense? 
front, while Whitehead, who ee ee show ry ae 
to be at a loss for words, remained in the “a pa : a | 
cally all of the charges leveled against the AFA Mod | 
agement focused also chiefly upon W hiteh vad, . _ app - | 
ances it has been made to look. as though Miss Tucker was 


major target. 








That was AFA maneuvering, not Four A’s. It has cost ind 
AFA a lot of important friends, because those who like Soph | 


inn [ , » has be he spot’ for, 
are beginning to feel that she has been ‘put on t | 


selfish reasons. 


Another blunder was the walkout by the AFA from the 
Four A’s hearing. It was virtually the AFA’s only chance to 
make its defense public, If its officials were innocent, that ier 
the place and time to furnish proof. Instead, they departed ane 
leveled counter-charges against the international body, in- 
dividually and collectively. That was like a little boy complain- 
ing that the jam jar fell and hit him on the head, 


Last week the AFA took another stroll—out of the Theatre | 
Authority. Now this is something different and with deeper 
roots into the sympathies of the profession, The TA 1s the 
actors’ charity insurance; it gets its funds strictly from benefits | 
and it divides those funds amongst the actor-organizations for | 
relief purposes. The TA has every right to go de 
usage of such monies and it was only natural that, follow ing 
the decision of the Four A’s, it also would investigate the AFA. 
Especially since a major accusation against the AFA was the 


use of relief monies for general administrative purposes, 


AFA’s reason for this withdrawal is based on the allegation | 
that the TA is ‘dominated by a clique within the Four A's’ and 
is ‘guilty of reprehensible mismanagement’, That's trying to 
make the shoe fit another's foot, but the AFA has hopelessly | 
knotted the laces upon itself. Jt has run trom too many trials. 


Now the AFA officials have committed their remaining mem- 
bers to an affiliation with the International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees (stagehands), By what reasoning there | 
can be an affinity between stagehands and actors within one 
union can only be explained by the same Ralph Whitehead, who 
once permitted the vote of roustabouts to overrule that of actors 
and called a disastrous strike on the Ringling-Barnum Circus. 

The alliance with the ITATSE has been effected without the 
general vote of the AFA’s remaining membership, It Was an- 
other move by Whitehead’s quorum in the AFA council, It's 
also the first really conciliatory move between actors and stage- 
hands since the White Rats’ strike, when the stagehands broke 
all promises to stand by the striking performers. Had those 
promises been kept the strike would undoubtedly have been 
victorious, 





HOYSRADT TOPS CAFE sid 2 Frisco Nitries 
AT MINING TOWN FETE Fer Liquor Vielati 


Two night clubs were raided here 
last week and both of them face sus- 
pension because they served liquor 





Central City, Colo., July 25. 
Operating only five nights a year, 
during the two-week play festival P* 

in this quaint mining the after hours. 
Teller House this year has John Arrested at 


town, 


the Club Moderne 


| will probably be forced to go back 


b] closed for several weeks, will re- 
. €, open, according to present schedule, 


| permitted, and food served only dur- 
|ing the half-hour intermission be- 
| tween 


head to take an abrupt jaunt abroad. 


| til Saturday 


Cap, Atlanta, Drops 
Vaude for Summer 





Atlanta, July 25. 
Lucas & Jenkins’ Capitol, which | 
has pursued vaudfily. policy for past + 





512 years, darkened its stage Sunday | 


(23) and goes straight sound with 
drop in prices to 25c and 10c for re- 
mainder of summer. 

Roxy, formerly the Georgia under | 
L & J banner, now dark and located 
next door to Capitol, is planning-to 
reopen jin fall with flesh, after dis- | 
continuing its stage shows, which | 
featured 16-girl Gae Foster line, plus 
four acts of vaude. It went dark at 


beginning of summer after attempt- 
ting a double-feature film policy. It CHI A QPALA i 
got nowhere because of poor quality | 


product. 


AFA vs. 4A’s | 


Acute situation which has 
arisen as result of the Four A’s 
revocation of the American Fed- 
eration of Actors’ ciarter is de- 
tailed further on pages 1-4-5 of 
this issue. 








SO GF 





being offset by better films. Capitol 


Where Roxy charged 40c for vaude 
| and films, Cap was getting 30c, latter | RE PEN A l] 
house’s poorer quality stage show | ° 
| 





to flesh to regain its patronage when ; | 
hot days are over and Roxy reopens. | Chicago, July 25. 


which has 





RKO Palace, been 


on Aug. 11. Initial stage attraction 
| listed is Clifford C. Fisher’s ‘Folies 
Bergere,’ which is slated for a fort-' 
night’s jaunt, 

This marks a quicker reopening 
than had been expected for the 
house, with Labor Day having | 
originally been figured as the earli- 
est likely relighting date. However, | 

eneral show business has perked to 
. ‘ such an extent during the past few 
trying to raise | weeks that the opening day has been | 


announced = re- | shoved ahead. 


PULLMAN CAFE 
IDEA IN N. Y. 


Earl Carroll is 
$100,000 toward 
establishment of a new cabaret at 
his former Earl Carroll theatre, 
New York, now the darkened Casa 


Manana. Campaign is being di- | Names Lined Up For 

recte Brooks, N. Y. costumin ° e 

nc 5 Shubert would be Pe Frisco Fair Include Ted 
Lewis, Bergen, Penner 











sociated with Carroll. 

Details of the venture worked out 
so far by Carroll contemplates 
bringing in complete shows from his 
Hollywood theaire-restaurant. Shows 
would be given nightly in two acts, 
with a condensed version to go on! 
at midnight, and undergo complete 
change once every four months, > . 

siete ei reall! 1 | Weex stand in the ballroom by Benny 
eecccngesteey Pr spot — ~ , Goodman’s orchestra, Goodman will 

Carroll plans to take out the table return to the compound, facing the 
and chair floor arrangement, used |/@a800n, where he will give three 
under the Casa Manana policy, and 
install individual pullman 
equipped with buzzérs for summon- 
ing waiters. Liquor and smoking 





San Francisco, July 25. 

Ted Lewis has been pencilled to | 
open in the Treasure Island Music 
Hall Friday (28) following a one- 





in Hollywood next month. ‘. 
Expo has decided to go for name 
bands and shows and through Bill 
Stein, of Music Corporation of Amer- 
ica, has lined up Edgar Bergen for 
heretofore. | two days, Aug. 7-8. Joe Penner, 
| Shirley Ross and others will open a 
week’s engagement starting Aug. 11. 


Looks Like Wm. Morris a _ re i" 
< E come into the Music Hall for a week | 
Can Now Claim Title As | starting Aug. 18 to be followed by 


Jack Benny and Phil Harris on Aug. | 


Best-Paying Stowaway 25. Phil Harris will remain at the | 


acts. Dancing onstage as 





Fair for an additional week following 
‘i | Benny’s one-week stand. 
William Morris made a fast, sud- _ 
den trip to Eurove last week. He 


le ger Oi aging ea oe ACTS SPLITTING 20-25¢ | 
COUVERTS: BIZ HYPO 


— 


on the clipper plane and when 
they suggested he go along,.glimbed 
aboard and arrived in Lisbon Fri- 
day (21). His wife, Jerry, who 
was among the goodbye party, all but 
went too. Young Morris had no bag- 
gage of any kind, but figured on 
Phillip Holmes, a booked passenger, 
helping him out until reaching the 
other side. 

It is the second time far the agency 


Milwaukee, July 25. 

Local nitery operators are now 
booking acts on a guarantee and per- 
| centage of cover charges basis. Avis 
Kent, singer, last week signed a deal 
with James Maglio, operator of the 
Miami club, calling for a 70% cut of 
each 25c. cover charge in effect | 
there. Contract also includes a $100 | 
weekly guarantee Club has been 
playing to an average of 750 people 
a week. 


He was seeing people off on a liner 
the first occasion and sailed with 
them, having r 
quirements by cable. 

Understood 
port with him las 


to square passport re- 


Billy Grey and Jerry Bergen are 
in on a similar basis at the Tic Top 
Tap, getting 50% of the nitery’s 20c. 


Morris had his pass- 


t week, just in case. 


more days of free concerts at the | 
chairs, | Fair before he opens at Victor Hugo’s 


—=s 


Geo. Browne Receives Whitehead’s 


Application for AFA to Join IATSE 


Request of the council of the 
American Federation of Actors for 
an affiliation with the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees (stagehands) was accepted 
by George E. Browne, president of 
IATSE, Saturday afternoon (22), 
Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of the AFA, stated that the 
council was within its constitutional 
rights to make such an _ alliance 
without a vote of assent from the 
general membership. 


He added, however, that the coun- 
cil was considering calling a gen- 
eral membership meeting to ratify 
the alliance, but was very vague as 
to the time and place for such a 
meeting. 

One council member of the AFA, 
who did not attend the meeting 
July 17 at which the IATSE matter 
was brought up, claims that the 
council was not within its rights to 
make such an affiliation without 
first approaching the membership 
for ratification. He asks that his 
name be withheld at this time, but 
predicts that the AFA will run into 
a snag on this maneuver with its ac- 
tor-members. 


This same councillor pointed out 
that Whitehead lost considerable 
face with the actor-members of the 


'AFA when he permitted the vote 


of Ringling Bros.-Barnum Bailey 
roustabouts to determine a _ disas- 
trous strike on that outfit last year. 
The Big Show was on the road at 
that time and its performer-mem- 
bers voted against a_ strike, but 
Whitehead accepted the vote of the 
roustabouts, which resulted in a 
majority request for a walkout. The 


' show folded and all actors and lab- 


orers alike became unemployed. 
Criticism was heaped on Whitehead 
then for permittine non-actors to 
‘run’ an actors® unison. 

The council meeting at which the 
IATSE alliance came up was at- 
tended by only a bare quorum, 
Telephone calls were made to all 


; council members in New York to 


attend, but these were made at the 
last minute and only the ‘regular’ 
quorum showed up. Sophie Tucker, 
president, algo attended. 

Whitehead on Monday. (24) pro- 
fessed complete disinterest in the 
hearing the Theatre Authority has 
scheduled for Aug. 3 to look into 
the AFA’s use of relief monies. The 
executive secretary stated that the 
AFA’s resignation from the TA was 
final and that no AFA members 
would work TA-approved benefits. 
This step was also taken by a vote 
of the council and not the AFA’s 
membership, 

TA first called a hearing for the 
purpose of investigating the AFA’s 
use of relief monies for last Thurs- 
day (20), but the AFA’s walkout 
necessitated a change of date. In 
explaining its move, the AFA coun- 
cil claimed that the TA ‘is domin- 
ated by-a clique within the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica’ and is guilty of ‘reprehensible 
mismanagement.’ Whitehead also 
expressed the hope that there 
would be a ‘full and complete in- 
vestigation of the TA.’ 


‘CRAZY SHOW’ ACTS SAIL 
FOR LONDON AUG. 8 


Several acts for the next ‘Crazy 
Show’ at the London Palladium will 
sail Aug. 8 with Dick Her a # of the 
William Morris office in charge. 
They'll include Willie West and Mc- 





Slight Accident in Return cover charge. Ginty, Condos Bros., Barr and Estes, 
On the return flight, the Atlantic All ops feel that the arrangement Jimmy Hadreas and 16 Gertrude 
Clipper was damaged Monday (24) has benefited both the clubs and acts. | Hoffman girls, with Max Hoffman as 


when it landed at Horta, Azores,| The performer, they believe, takes 
forcing a lay-over for passengers un- a greater interest in his job and 
(29), when the Dixie makes an effort to get people into 
Clipper will pick them up. Along, the club. Only featured acts are 
with Bill Morris, making a quick re- being given such contracts. 
turn, Elmer Rice, Paut ratterson, | ————--——— 
publisher of the Baltimore Sun, and a : 
Mrs. Ogden Reid. of the N. Y. Herald Killed in Car Crash | 
Tribune, were also stalled. | 
Plane actually was only slightly ' 
damaged; rone of the pasengers was David D. David, 27, member of the | 
hurt. Harmonica Rogues, was killed July 
18 in an automobile collision near | 
Fond du Lac, Wis. All the other 











3-Dav Band Date 


qusical director, and an American 
sey r. 

Troupe will open a tryout Aug. 28 
at Brighton and then go to the Pal- 
ladium for a run. 

Billy Rose has not yet found a 


| replacement for Willie West and Mc- 


Ginty at the N. Y. World's 
Aquacade. 


Fair 





‘Cavalcade’s’ A.K.s 


San Francisco, July 25 


Hoysradt Opping with his mimicry 
and pseudo-dramatic _ bits. Tony 
Ferrero is the band. 

The nitery is in the second-floor 
dining room of the old Teller hotel, 
built in 1872 when a gold and silver 
boom took place in Central City, 
and the place was known as the 
Tichest square mile on earth. 


were William Morello, manager and 


brother of the owner; Joseph Mo- | 


rello, and Steve Gavazza, who was 
attending bar when the _ police 
breezed in. 

Edward Giubbiny, manager, and 
Roy Gregg, bartender, at the Treas- 
ure Island Club, also were arrested. 


‘the new policy last week. 


Allentown, Pa., July 3a. 
New flesh policy has been installed 
at the Astor theatre here by opera- 
tor Charles Cox. He’s using bands 
whenever available on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday of each week. 


Louis Prima’s crew inaugurated 


| three sisters and five brothers. 


members of the troupe sustained in- 
juries. They were returning to Fond 
du Lae from Chicago, where they 
had broadcast. 

Former member of the original | 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica Ras- 
cals, he’s survived by his mother, 


‘ 


Max Dill, of the vaudeville team 
of Kolb and Dill, last week joined 
the cast of ‘Cavalcade of the Golden 
West,’ which is now in its 21st week 
at the Golden Gate Expo. 

Another oldtimer in the cast of 
‘Cavalcade’ is Ray Cooke, who for 
25 years operated his own stock com- 
pany out of New York, ’ 
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Philly s New License Commissioner 


Clamps Down on 





Philadelphia, July 25. 

Practice of licensed bookers taking 
in innumerable ‘associates’ at $5 a! 
head will be stopped here by Charles 
F. Sharkey, new license Ae Bion 
er for the Department of Labor and | 
Industry. Bookers in the past have | 
allowed band leaders, nitery ops and | 
others who occasionally obtain jobs 
for talent to escape the $110 license 
and bonding fees by taking a small 
cut and calling the part-time agent) 
an ‘associate.’ 

Scheme had been frowned upon by 
the state, but no official action was 
ever taken to put a stop to it, al- 
though an amendment a couple of 
years ago to the law covering agents , 
specifically attempted to rule out | 
part-time and ‘office-in-hat’ agents. 

Sharkey will try to stop booki ing 
by other than regularly licensed 
10%-ers by seeking a ruling from the | 
attorney-general that all ‘associates’ | 
in any office must be named in the 
license application at the beginning 
of the year. They can’t be added 
later. 

License commissioner is backed in 
his fight to rid the state of phony 
agents by the Entertainment Manag- 
ers Asn., organization of licensed 
bookers. Although many of the 
group’s members have been guilty of | 
accepting the small fees to have ‘as- 
sociaies,’ they are willing to forego | 
this income if assured the unlicensed 
bookers won't get around the law. 
some other way. 

It is possible to book acts without 
a permit by calling oneself a con- 
tractor. The contractor, however, 
automatically is liable for social se- 
curity, unemployment compensation, 
workmen’s compensation and _ all 
other taxes. Most of the agents who 
formerly called themselves contrac- 
tors to avoid getting the state certifi- 
cates, now find it cheaper and a lot 
simpler to take out a license and act 
merely as the middleman. 





AUSTIN'S TENT SHOW 
HAS COMMERSH ANGLE 


Gene Austin’s tent show, which 
started its annual tour lasc week in 
Virginia, will add an ‘exhibit con- 
course’ when it gets further south. 
Idea is to fill the space between the 
main entrance of the 5,000-seat tent 
the unit is us ng this year and the 
tent itself with product of local and 
national manufacturers. Setup as- 
sures Austin cuffo advertising from | 
manufacturers concerned as well as 
providing additional revenue from 
the displays. 

The tent carries a completely | 
equipped stage, a 10-piece band and | 
a line of 20 girls. Troupe travels in | 
a fleet of busses and trucks. Austin 
formerly used theatres on his tours. 
The current mobile setup is the first 
he’s used. 





To Excmine McCarthy 
In ‘Abe Lincoln’ Suit 


| nitery, the Cave, in competition with | 





N. Y. supreme court justice Ed- 
ward J. McGoldrick on Saturday 


(22) granted an application by Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood and the Playwrights 
Pzoducing Co. to examine Charles 
F. McCarthy, heading 20th Century- 
Fox’s publicity department, 
trial. He denied without prejudice 
21 apvlication to examine Darryl F. 
Zanuck on the basis, but al- 
lowed Zanuck’s examination through 
deposition, if the plaintiffs so de- 


sire 


before 


same 


Examination of McCarthy will 
take place on Aug. 2, and all, books 


and records of Fox will be produced, 
except those showing the figures of 
the gross of ‘Young Mr. Lincoln.’ 
Sherwood claims that the film -fs 
being presented in such a manner 
as to confuse the public into believ- 


ing that it is based on their play, 
*Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” and an in- 
junction, accounting of profits, and 


dameaces are sought. 


Colony, Chi, Reopening 


~ Chicago, July 25. 
Colony Club, swank northside spot, | 


will reopen Sept. 15 according to 
plans being set now by operators 
Sorny Goldstone and Nick Dean 


Exvect to use two bands, which | 
will be held to nine men each due to 
the small dimensions of the band- 
stand. 


$5 Per ‘Associates’ 





They’re Safe 


watladetohie, July 25. 
Frank xX. Silk, burley and 
vaude vet, was bemoaning the 


lack of good gag material while 
here last week. ‘The way come- 
dians steal one another's stuff is 
terrible,” he complained. 

‘And with radio grabbing all 
the good gags.” he said, ‘the only 
thing I have left that’s worth a 
laugh are my contracts.’ 








| week. Loss is 
| Creditors are keeping 
| while they 


| Fortune 
| Warner 


Booking One-Night 


Vaude Units on Pfd. 
Dating Schedules 


Stage programs that will be known 





as vaudeville roadshows and play 
theatres on bookings of fr*m one day 
u,, at terms that 
somewhat after the policy pursued 
in the selling of film, with preferred 
dates calling for more money, are a 
development of the new season now 
near at hand. 


will be patterned 


The units will go further than dis- 


tributors do in the setting of film for 
the various days of the week, with 
the lowest figure negotiable being for 
a Monday date. 
mand more and a Wednesday, 
| middle of the week, will bring still 
better 
that day. Thursdays and Fridays 
be higher yet, 
days will call for top coin, under the 
scaling planned. 
ply for Saturdays will be the same 
{as Sunday, 
days are 
all days excepting Saturday and Sun- 
day are figured on the same basis. 


A Tuesday will de- 
in the 


wanting 
will 
the weekend 


coin from the buyer 
while 
The 


price to ap- 


either or both 
In selling film, 


whether 
contracted. 


The vaudeville shows, to be sold at 
a price that will enable the opera- 


| tors in the smaller towns to consider 
ca by Harry | 


them, are being put 
Sherman, former Paramount home 
office executive and operato: of Par 
theatres. Now in Minneapolis, Sher- 
man is due in New York early next 
week. 


A total of 10 shows are now made | 


up, and 30 weeks of 
1already been quietly 


bookings have 
arranged, in- 


cluding such major circuits as Min- 


nesota Amus. Co, (Par); Isterstate 
(also Par partnership), and Comer- 
ford circuit in the east. First of the 
shows is scheduled to open for Com- 
erford Friday (28) in 





Vancouver Spot Takes 


Count i in Nitery Battle’ 


B. C., July 25. 

newest nite spot, 
went into receivership last 
figured at 


Vancouver, 
Vancouver's 
Palomar, 


doors 
wait for a buyer. 
A cabaret war started here six 
months ago when J. N. King, 
monton and Winnipeg, 


open 


opened a new 


established swank Commodore and 
homey Vancouver Hotel Grill. Cave 
cut in on biz by novelty atmosphere 
and imported _§ acts. Cave also 
knocked 50c off established flat dine- 


and-dance charge of three dollars 


per couple at 
Paloma 

ter with a 

person, but 


other spots. 

went the Cave one bet- 
couvert of 50¢c per 
cracked under the: strain 
of competish. 


only 


New Seattle Nitery 
Seattle, July 25. 

Newest night spot here, Mike 
Lyons’ Show Box, opened last night 
(Monday). It seats 1,500. 
for years successfully operated the | 
Musie Hall, located across the street 
from the new Show Box. 

Opening bill at Show Box, booked 
by Joe Daniels, includes Jack Rus- 
sell, m.c., Ray and Bee Goman. Earle 
and Pope, 
and Margie 
Lyons. 


Weekend ‘Veude Try 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
Fox West Coast is trying out 
weekend vaude policy at the Arling- 
_ton, Santa Barbara. 
Opening Thursday (27) for three 
days with the Stroud Twins, Great 
Lester & Co., 





Wilkes-Barre. | 


$30,000. | 


of Ed- | 


Lyons has | 


Lucille Hughes, | 
and George | 


the Gilmores and the, 
| Kersten Sisters. 
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Ted Hammerstem-L. H. 
| Morris’ $400,000 Suit 
| Against Int! Casino 


Suit for $400,000 damages 
Hammerstein and Lewis H. 


by Ted 


against Chester H. Canning, Alex 
Finn, Joseph H. Moss, National 
! Casino, Ine., International Casino 
Productions, Inc., 1514 Broadway 


Corp., R. Baylor Knox and the City 
Farmers Bank & Trust Co., was re- 
vealed Friday (2!) in the N. Y. 
supreme court, when Hammerstein 
requested an examination before 
trial of the defendants. Actual be- 
‘ginning of the action was May 4. 
Hammerstein claims that on Jan. 
20, 1939, he entered into negotiations 
with some of the defendants to pro- 
cure the International Casino, to 
| operate it as a night club, with him- 
self as entertainment manager, and 
Morris as banquet and convention 
manager. Canning and Finn agreed 
to put up $100,000 front money. 
Then it is claimed, that unknown 
, to Hammerstein and Morris, Can- 
ning, Moss and Finn started nego- 
tiations with the bank, through 
Knox, an official, and on March 16 
secured the Casino for themselves, 
breaching the contract with 
plaintiffs. The defendants are also 
, accused of having entered into nego- 
tiations with Lee Shubert and hav- 
ing secured the name of ‘Ziegfeld 
| Follies’ to replace 
International Casino,’ 
originally decided on, 
neither was eventually 


the 
although 
used. 


| 


Morris | 


the | 


re 
‘Hammerstein's | 


name) 


Hammerstein seeks $250,000 dam- | 


, ages and Morris $150,000. 


el5 YEARS AGOece 


(From Variety) 











Equity’s 
the 


supposed victory 
managers was 


against 
boomeranging. 


| news 
side plumbing, Gov. Dickinson busied 
himself through other media to get | 


| The union’s members, many of whom | 


already had suffered a long siege of 
unemployment, could not work for 
recalcitrant managers. 

Move reported in the Chicago sec- 
tor for 
union, under the leadership of Harry 
Mountford. Would consist of dis- 
satisfied members of Equity’s vaude- 
| ville branch. 
| 





Marcus Heiman, Orpheum circuit 
president, backed plans for a new 
chain to extend from Chicago to the 
Coast. Plan was to book first-class 
acts through affiliation with Or- 
pheum and Keith circuits. 


Hope Hampton was quitting pic- 
| tures for legit, her husband, Jules 
E. Brulatour, announced. 

Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks 
and Charlie Chaplin were figured in 
a possible link with Famous Players 
| with the departure to FP by D. W. 
| Griffiths from United Artists. 





Northwest exhibs started a war on 
exchanges serving free films to com- 
munities. 

Jack Daugherty said he was 
through being ‘Mr. Barbara La Marr.’ 
So he and the actress parted 


Two new 


‘Reflected Glory’ and ‘Craig’s Wife,’ 
both comedies, were having sales 
difficulty. Stewart & French han- 
dling. 


he big Vitagraph trio were among 
those in the name-studded ‘Souls 
Adrift,’a Rosemary Films production 
They were Maurice Costello, Paul 


| Panzer and Florence Turner. Ros«- 
|}mary Davies and Harrison Ford 
| starred 

Elsie Janis was due to return to 


the U. S. for an eight-week tour on 
Orpheum circuit at $3,500 per. 


Ciro’s of London Getting 
A New York Prototype 


Jean Bellia, New York and Palm 
Beach restaurateur, is opening a 
supper club called Ciro’s in the south 
Central Park district late in Septem- 
i ber. Operators of Ciro’s of London 
‘will be associated with him in the! 
local niterie. 








Bellia is chartering his new ven-|! 
ture as Ciro’s Club of London, Inc. 





Beth Bernay moved into the Club | 


a revival of the White Rats | 








‘Happy’ Funeral 


RKO dedicated the remodelling 
of the lobby and marquee of the 
Palace, New York, Monday after- 
noon (24), at the same time util- 
izing several name performers to 
help bury’ vaudeville anew. 
Among those who showed up for 
the ‘celebration’ were Harry 
Richman, Ole Olsen (and John- 
son), Milton Berle, Dave Apollon, 
Ben Blue and Jay C. Flippen. 

Inside the theatre: dual films. 


FI. WORTH CASA 
HASBO.ONIST 
WEEKEND 


Fort Worth, July 25, 
The fourth ennual Casa Manana 
revue Opened Friday (21) before 











Mich. Gov. Gets Good 
If Not Popular Press 


On His Nite Life Blast 


Detroit, July 25 
Not since 1935, when 


Tigers captured their first basebal 


pennant in 25 years, has there been 
excitement hereabouts as 
that stirred up in the past 10 days by | 


so much 


the Detroit | 


4,000 persons in the large outdoor 
cafe theatre and showed a big pull 
|over the weekend. Martha Raye 
| and Kenny Baker are set for the 
jomy: two-week program starting 


~~. Bolger and Frances Langford 
top the current show, Opening night 


| was also wedding night for Russ 
| Morgan, who is playing the show. 
His bride was Shirley Grey, his 


1 | secretary. 

DeAngelo and Porter, dance team, 
Bob Williams and Red Dust, Adele 
Inge, featured ice performer, and 


Gov. Luren D. Dickinson, staunch de- Frenchie Hebert, skating comedian, 


fender of innocent gals lured onto are also on the bill. Johnny Perkins 
the ‘hellish brink’ in New York's heads the honky tonk show at near- 
‘high life.’ by Pioneer Palace. 

Gov. Dickinson, Sunday = school | 


teacher and veteran dry leader who! the C 
ascended to Michigan governorship | 
Frank Fitzgerald | 
followed up his har- 
rassment of Michigan drinking spots 
with an attack last week on the ‘pro- 
operating rd 
|New York’s ‘high life,” as 


on death of Gov. 
last February, 


curers and madames’ 
‘gleaned’ 
from the social functions 


nors, 


Embarrassed Michiganders sought | 
to ease the situation with apologies, 
etc., while Gotham and other metro- 
‘sermon on 


politan prints played the 
sin’ to the hilt. Amazed at the way 


gets around in this age of in- 


across his warning to American 

mothers about ‘evils of drink.’ 
Offered 15 minutes on the Michi- 

gan Radio Network, he made his de- 


but on the ozone last Wednesday 
night (19) with a followup on his 
‘hellish brink’ tirade. But, unfa- 


miliar with the wiles of radio, 
inson 
when his 


Dick- 


talk went out over only 


one station of the proposed seven- | 


| station hookup because he failed to 


get manuscript into prez George W. 
Trendle’s hands before skedded hour. 
As result, only WJIM, Lansing 
had received copy of speech earlier, 
broadeast the sermon which eee 
Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt’s advice 

gals on drinking, given just mace 
repeal. Dry followers bombarded 
WXYZ here with protests when an- 


nouncement was made over air 


| speech couldn’t be carried because of 


plays by George Kelly, ' 


| San 


' the cast is Calgary Bros., 
'and Ashour, 


ironclad rule. 

Metropolitan newspaper plastered 
the story all over page one, and car- 
ried ‘unexpurgated’ text of speech. 

To further his dry campaign. 
which he believes in a few years will 
bring back prohibition, Dickinson is 
considering additional ether talks, a 
personal probe of Detroit’s nite life, 
and may even accept a platform 
offer for a swing around the state. 

Meanwhile, petitions are being 
prepared to recall Dickinson on 
charges of conduct unbecoming a 
governor, and the governor says he'll 
sign the petition himself since ‘I 
never wanted to be governor any- 
wav.” Many Michiganders think he’s 
rignt there 


2 ‘FOLIES’ IN U. S. 


New Fischer ‘Bergeres’ Succeeds Old 
One at Frisco Expo 

the arrival in this country 
Friday (21) of a second Clifford C 
Fischer ‘Folies Bergeres,’ which is 
scheduled to replace the first at the 
Francisco expo Aug. 3, there 
will be two shows under that tag. 
First will go out on a tour of picture 
houses, etc., opening in Denver Aug. 
2, and following with two weeks at 
the Palace, Chicago, beginning Aug. 
11. It’s slated for the Dallas State 
Fair starting Oct. 7. 

New 75-people troupe which 
Fischer brought with him from Lon- 
don and Paris is booked into the 
S. F. expo for three months. Among 
Lucienne 
Steve Geray and Gil 
Lamb. Latter has been on this side 
but never worked on the Coast. Wil- 
liam Morris agenting both ‘Folies’, 


CLIFF EDWARDS EAST 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Cliff Edwards opens a four weeks’ 


With 





personal tour at Atlantic City’s Steel 
Pier Aug. 3. 


He is on leave from NBC's ‘Hall 


| 
; LaMaze in Los Angeles. } of Fun,’ 


aianinns | 
to the recent Conference of Gover- 


missed a grand opportunity | 


, Which | 


William Morris office is booking 
asa Manana. 


BRANDTS ADD 4TH W’K 
TO N. Y. VAUDE CIRCUIT 


Name acts and bands for the first 
time since 1931 are being ocffered 
four full-week bookings in New York 
by one theatre chain, Since ane 
'nouncing the opening of three vaud- 
film spots last week, the Brandt 
Circuit last week added a fourth 
spot, the Carlton, Jamaica. Houses 
now are the Flatbush, Audubon and 
Windsor, opening Sept. 21, and the 
Carlton, which will inaugurate 
similar policy Sept. 28. 

Contracts have been closed 
Cab Calloway and the 


varie 








with 
Cotton Club 


Revue to play the four theatres, 
opening Sept. 28 at the Flatbush, 
B’klyn. Bill Robinson will not be 


in the Calloway unit for this book- 
ing. 


Carlton, Flatbush and Windsor, 
was part of the subway circuit of 
legit productions at one time. Its 


lighting and other equipment are 
now antiquated and will be modern- 
ized, 


$50,000 Fire Wipes 
Out Galveston Nitery 





Chadvdahen July 25 


Ship Ahoy night club was de- 
stroyed by fire of unknown origin 
early yesterday (Monday), with a 
loss of $50,000. Herman Waldman 
land orchestra lost al! their instru- 
ments, valued at $4,600, and valuable 
music library. 

Club, formerly Del Mary, was ace 


quired by Ship Ahoy, Inc., several 
months ago, James Pantages is presi- 
dent of the corporation. 
Fire Guts Roadhouse 
Detroit, July 25 

Fire swept Po-Jo Farms early to- 
day (Tuesday) causing 350,900 dam- 
age to the classy St. Clairs Shores 
roadhouse and serious injury to a 


fireman. Loss wasn’t covered by in- 
surance, 
Blaze, which started an hour after 


the nitery closed at 2 a. m., destroyed 


the entire contents of the building, 
including most of the costumes, 
band’s and performers’ parapher- 
nalia. 


APPROVE ARCADIA SALE 
Philadelphia, July 25. 

With the Government waiving its 
tax claims, sale of the furnishings of 
the bankrupt Arcadia-International 
restaurant was approved by the 
U. S. District Court here last week. 
Equipment was bought in by the 
Widner estate, owners of the build- 

_ing, for $2,500. Owners figure it'll 
be cohsiderably easier to lease out 
the spot again with the fixtures al- 
ready in. 

With the Internal Revenue depart- 
ment giving up its legal right to the 
first coin realized from the spot since 
it closed in January, the money will 
be split up among the former em- 
ployes who were owed back wages 





| - 

| Benny Burton band, which was 

| Burton-Buckley outfit. short time 
ago when Don Bestor alumnus Neil 
Buckley joined up, on its own again 
now that Buckley has pulled out. 

| Opened limited stay Monday (24) a! 
Bil! Green’s Terraced Gardens, Pitts- 

| burgh. 
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jwhen the injection of a new song, 
| would mean so much more. The! 
Honeys are a mixed sextet of acro- | 
Milton Berle, Honey Family (6), | bats, fairly young, nice-looking and | 
Lillian Carmen, Herman Hyde & employing some sock catches and | 
Thelma Lee, Paul Remos Co. (3), | tumbles. The Hyde-Lee combo de- 
Flash & Sunda, Allen Roth’s orch |pends mainly on sight comedy via 
(16), Ranny Weeks orch, line (18), his breakaway bass viol, etc. They're | 
Showgirls (8), male chorus (8); | Hyde standards. ; = 
staged by George Hale; dances, | But Berle is practically the entire 
Teddy Adolphus, Al White; songs, Al | Show. Latter ran nearly two hours 
Hoffman, Al Goodhart, Manny / all told at this viewing and the m.c.- | 
Kurtz, Lional Rand and Jan Grant. |comic was on for at least half that 
’ |time, but apparently didn’t seem to 

; erle, replacin Harry | Wear out his welcome and had to 
a . eubuatie « I the beg off at the finish. His material | 
Juxurious International Casino a b.0, |is a mixture of the old with the new, 
as well as an entertainment hypo, | Perfectly handled and timed, and 
Friday nights are usually nothing to | never letting down, He’s an old hand 


INT’L CASINO, N. Y. 





| 


‘from a 


costume. He is backed by the Ab- 
bott line, always a pleasure to 
watch because they can dance and 
they look young and clean, with 
bright, fresh costumes. The routines 
in this show, however, leave some- 


' thing to be desired. 


Also in the Indian number is the 
Gordon foursome with their adagio 
act. Girl-tossing is good 
though naturally curtailed due to 
the restrictions of the floor. Best 


| item is a one-handed catch by one 


of the men. 

There’s more singing on the show 
mixed twosome billed as 
Staples and Cherny; young-looking 


| couple, with quiet and pleasant de- 


livery for a room of this type. Ox- 
ford Boys score the click of the show 
with their impressions of bands. 
Using only a guitar for rhythm, and 


| their mouths and hands for the rest, 


these three lads really come through 
with popular entertainment. Work 
smartly and combine good material 


7s 


NEW ACTS 





stuff, | 


LYNN, VANYA AND ROYCE 
Comedy Adagio 

8 Mins, 

Strand, N. Y. 


Two men in tails and blonde in a! 


flowing creation of chiffon have per- 
fected a tight, fast, sensational and 
worldwide-playable turn, 
prove their case as serious adagio 
exponents. Their lifts, 


First they | 


catches are gvod enough to put them | 


over straight. 
minutes the turn imperceptibly drifts 
into hoke some of which is extreme- 
ly funny and all of it done with an 
air of class and ease that means the 
act could be booked even into lah- 
de-dah niteries and hotels. 


rave about in the nocturnal spots 


‘at pacing a show and that’s taken 





during the summer, but at this catch- for granted by now, but his whams 
jng (21) it appeared as though nearly |in several individual _ Spots 
every table in the spot was filled by | Show comprise a corking display of 
one of the most appreciative audi- | showmanship, - 
ences seen and heard this side of an The revue’s production routines 
opening night. It was a personal |@re the same, including the ‘Carri- 
triumph for Berle and a cash regis- | bean Rapture’ flash with the Flash 
ter smash for the Alex Finn man- and Sunda _ voodooists which closes 
agement. |the first half. Dusky pair heat it up 
t 4 with Rishees at considerably, but they’re not as hot 
Py vert thic spot last May | as a similar team at the Cotton Club, 


F Fa get who hit Broadway first. ‘The Amer- 

Ee ee eee —— — ican Sway : Cohanesque finale, also 
gether happy. Now Richman is out remains and it’s still plenty socko. 
and Berle is back—and apparently| _Allen Roth plays the show and 
go are the customers. shares some of the dance chores with 

As for the rest of the show, the | Ranny Weeks band. Both are forte, 
body of the opening revue has been | Weeks also doing nicely with a sing- 
retained, with only a few replace-| ing bit early in the revue. Scho. 
ments amongst — wg a A —- anes 
For instance, the Honey Family (6) 
of acrobats have taken the place of EMPIRE ROOM, CHI 
The Jansleys; Lillian Carmen, song- (PALMER HOUSE) 
ster, is in Virginia Verrill’s spot, 
while Herman Hyde, aided by 
Thelma Lee, is evidently substituting | Joe Reichman orch, Ti Opi. Four 
his comedy for such personalities as | Gordons, Bob Ripa, Oxford Boys (3), 
raed 7 J ee ot Baie 9 pene & aie Abbott Girls, Phil 
dressed up very well by the Georgie oe on 
Hale production numbers, a _ good- 
looking line, a swell array of show- 


ae oe ee ae ——_ | of standard vaude turns embedded in 
Honeys po Ag Alo ba se peal a generally lethargic production. 





Chicago, July 21. 





Not much of a show for the Em- 
pire Room currently, with a couple 





Rte : Show is quiet and without pace, 
each clicking with the customers. lacking any real tempo for enter- 
Miss Carmen, however, makes the | tainment. Difficulty appears to be | 
mistake of sticking to old tunes,| i, the arrangement of the acts, with 




















up a continuity of interest. 
Best entertainment item on 


the 


public con artist. He is a lesson in 
audience handling and the triumph 
of mind over matter. Not a hand- 


some fellow, and as jittery as a cat 


Third Return Engagement |on a hot stove. Reichman neverthe- 
Si less bulls the customers neatly and 
FRIDAY, JULY 28 


makes ’em love When leading 
Savoy Plaza Hotel 


the orchestra fi 
over the place, jumping up from the 
| piano to ki>bitz with the dancers, 


| board to plink out the piano motif 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO and generally keeping in action. It’s 
Ex. Rep.—JACK BERTELL great technique that must win 


friends for Reichman and influence 
customers for the Palmer House. 














75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 


PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 


sings ‘Pale Moon’ dressed in a Mer- 
riel Abbott conception of aborigine 
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in the} 


apparently good turns failing to stir | 


| bill is Joe Reichman personally, a | 


daicing, he is all | 


|ankling over the various sections of | 
the band, jumping back to the key- | 


Band itself tosses out some sweet | 


Recognized by all as the Leading music and fits in niftily with the 
: |class atmosphere of this discreet 
Tailors to Americans |room. Selections are wisely chosen 

|and are delivered in an easy and 

SIDNEY FISHER smooth manner. | 
| Headlining on the floor is an In- |} 


dian baritone labelled Ti Opi and he | 


| With clever salesmanship and excel- | 


lent appearance. 
Bob Ripa is standard with his jug- 


} 
| 


| gling, doing best with his balancing | 


of a bal! on his head and mouth- 
piece. Clean-cut appearances has 
always been an asset for Ripa. 

| Relief band continues to be the 
| Phil Dooley group and it has be- 
come a valuable item in this room. 
| Dooley’s swingeroo aggregation has 
plenty of rhythm and the dancers 
| find plenty of hoofology invitation in 
its music, Gold 


GLASS HAT, N. Y. 


(BELMONT-PLAZA HOTEL) 





Perfect, 


Marion Wilkins, 
Shields. 








standard. The Glass Hat of the Bel- 
mont-Plaza is a good room, air-con- 
| ditioned and well situated, but some- 
| how it’s been floundering, winter or 
|summer. Seems there’s no set pol- 
icy; also no personality or elan to 
the room. It lacks the zing of Hitz’s 
; management such as obtains at the 
| New Yorker, with its 
| name bands, etc. 

Here it’s a case of budgetitis seem- 
ingly. i 
considering the geography of the 
room, half of which is a huge bar, 
| the other half the eatery. 
are colored and they have been dou- 
| bling as the Belmont Balladeers, do- 

ing standard darky harmonics; at this 


ing. 
| Ernie Holst, the regular El Mo- 
| rocco (N.Y.) maestro, is okay for the 
| hoofology, but it ends there. Acts 
| are apparently bought on a quantity 
bargain basis. Jimmy Shields, her- 
| alded as from radio, does pons like 
any other radio baritone. 
Wilkins does ‘dance impressions.’ 
| Rose Perfect, who was a prima donna 
in a 1923 George White ‘Scandals,’ 
still primas, 
| mike, inlusty soprano. The 4 Squires, 
knockabout instrumentalists, who 
have worked in Coast niteries and 
swingeries, do scat 
; mike and then double as the relief 
combo, 
| Glass Hat features ‘deluxe dinners 
from $1.50; cocktails from 25c.’ You 
can’t expect a Rainbow Room revue 
at that scale. But less quantity and 
a little more quality is possible. 
Abel. 


LITTLE EVA, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 19. 
Nan Blakstone, Darryl (Snooper) 
Rogers, Buddy Raye Trio, Carol Par- 





| 
| 





ker, Peggy Page, Donette DeLys, 
Dick Haymes orch (7), 
This spot has had move tenants 


than a circus lot. It also has a couple 

of new tavern keepers in Charles 

Negge and Ted Mitchell, a2 brace of 
(Continued on page 47) 





ice shows, ; 


catching they just did their waiter- | 


Marion | 


with and without the | 


stuff around a| 


Girl affects a high Parisian coif- 
fure and an ultra deportment. The 
men wear white gloves. The best 
part of the hoke touches is that it 
remains restrained and is not over- 
done, Whole routine bespeaks 
grueling weeks of rehearsing. 

Land. 


THREE RHYTHM KINGS 
Dancing 
Paramount, N. Y. 


So-so male combo played only the 
opening day (19) at this Times 
Square showcase with Bob Hope and 
Woody Herman’s band, being re- 
placed thereafter by Lane and Ward. 


Ernie Holst orch, 4 Squires, Rose Trio aren’t bad on the mechanics of 
Jimmy , hoofing, 


but their routines are 
merely the usual, without any dis- 
tinctive wrinkles to set ’em off. Of- 


This is 2 pretty tired aggregation 'fered two numbers when caught. 
of acts, not up to the Hitz hotel) Both were about the same tempo 


| and both consisted of various steps 
| done slowly and gradually speeded 
|up. Lads wear the standard formal 
dress, 


Then for the final ; 


| for 


_ 





| 


Act is passable enough for average | 


| nitery engagements and filler vaud- 
| film dates, but isn’t ready for class 
dates. 

Prime reason for the Par cancel- 
| lation was the fact they required a 


It’s a necessity, of course. | fuller area to work in; too confined 


on the pit rostrum. Hobe 


Waiters | 


NAN RAE AND CO. (2) 
Talk, Singing and Dancing 
12 Mins.; One 

Chicago, Chi. 


| Hokum comedy turn by a couple | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of femmes that is surefire in prac- | 


tically every theatre, and for the 
| family trade probably a howl. 


| femme from audience to come up 


| 


Femme inquiring reporter asks for | 


for interview, with the plant com-'! 


ing to stage as middle-class house- | 


frau. Questions get lowdown funny 
answers, with the questionee run- 
ning into a spiel about her 10 children 
and her husband. Perfect for the 
family mob, with 
dishes in the sink, etc. 
Miss Rae goes into a tune at the 
| finale, using ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
| Band,’ currently, with the partner 
repeating it in a comedy delivery in 
a sort of double-talk, pig-Latin that 
garners laughs, and then winds up 
with a comedy dance that includes 
| taking a split that reveals pink 
bloomers. Gold. 


cracks about 


GLORIA BLAKE 
Songs 
10 Mins, 
Fox, Philadelphia 

Seventeen-year old femime has ree 
cently been undergoing a heavy bal- 
lyhoo campaign as a new ‘singing 
find’ and, from a vocal stadpoint at 
least, is certainly that. She is 


twists and touted as possibly ‘another Deanna 


Durbin.’ On that angle the answer 
is again yes, but only vocally. Fact 
is, as far as pipes go Miss Blake can 
deal a few spades. Her voice is in 
the high, operatic idiom, excellent 
the semi-classics on theatre 
dates. Clicks strong with ‘Tzigane’ 
and ‘Ciri Biri Bim’ here. She has 
an excellent range, nice, clear tone 
and shows great ease in giving out. 

Salesmanship, however, will have 
to be considerably developed if Miss 
Blake aspires to attaining more 
popularity than a diva. She's at 
present just a 17-year-old girl with 
a voice and a great innocence of the 
wles of the stage. However, the 
audience here seems willing to ac- 
cept her as that and she gets plenty 
of palms music. She could well add 
an additional tune to the three she 
now does and take her encores with- 
out quite so much flustration. 

Okay on looks, but more could 
be done with clothes and ha’r. 

Herb. 





Roy Eldridge, whose band’s at the 
Arcadia Ballroom, N. Y., got a Na- 
tional Swing Club trophy Saturday 
night (22) for his trumpeting. 











LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 


PICCADILLY, W. 1 
NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 























PLAYING THEATRE DATES 


“THE THURSTON SHOW” 


World’s Largest Magic Show 
BOOKED SOLID SEPT. 20 


Write PAGE & LONG, Hollywood 
Wire 8736 Asheroft Ave., Cal, 








Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 


LONDON, WEST-END 























Aug. 
Flame.” 











SECOND RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, NEW YORK 
(Weeks July 13th and 20th) 


NORMA GALLO 


July 31, Toledo Civic Opera Co., Toledo, as “Azuri”’ In “Desert Song.” 
ith, St. Louis Municipal Opera Co., as “Natasha” in “Song of the 





















































EXPERIENCED TROPIC TRAVELERS keep comfortable 


| with tall, iced glasses of Johnnie Walker and Soda. Try it 


| as a summer drink. There’s no finer whisky than Scotch, 
| and Johanie Walker is Scotch at its smooth, mellow best! 





It's Sensible to Stick with 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, 





sell going strong 


JOHNNIE [VALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 
INC., NEW YORK, N. Y., SOLE IMPORTERS 


Red Label 8 years old 
BlackLabel12 years oid 
Boh 86.8 proof 


OED 29 ENE. Hs 
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‘Mikado to Close N. Y. Fair Date 


Though Equity Grants Some Cuts 








+ 





| 
Notice of closing has been posted | 
for ‘Hot Mikado,’ at the Hall of 
Music, N. Y. Worid’s Fair, manage- 
ment declaring that unless given 
some relief by Equity in the matter Chick Boyes Players, tent dra- 
xf salary requirements it is useless | ; 


h a Dales | matics, will spawn another troupe | 
to continue the engagement, i here Aug. 1, while the company now | 


cipal rub appears to be over the |, oo : West Li " 

: = ‘located in suburban est Lincoln 
apacianage et ey wr Geen uene will take to the picnic-county fair 
nerd “ge 4 py tine po ant |road, which will run well into No- 
ci g , e- 


t - Sunday | vember, ; a7 
a for Suneays, For a short time, with biz sour, it 
Figures on the grosses and op- 


erating nut were furnished Equity’s » megan egperdins ng — ed 
Fair committee, with the request | ° os S 


that should the scale be modified | Sufficient for all assignments, 
that it be made retroactive. When 


a special council meeting last week 
did not consider the ‘Mikado’ ap- 
plication, the show management as- ame $ ps 


No.2 Tent Co. | 


——— | 
{ 


Lincoln, July 25. | 











the session was called to consider 
the American Federation of Actors 
situation. 
Yesterday (Tues.) Equity made a 
partial concession, allowing a seven e 
day week for $50 to the chorus, pro- 
vided they receive back pay and St. L. Opening 
contracts which were withhcld are 
filed with the association. ‘Railroads ee 
on Parade’ aiso got a grant and may 
play seven days with additional one- St. Louis, July 25. 
sixth pay, instead of time and one} with an excellent cast of warblers'| 
half for Sunday, provided there be |) .in9 presented in a single piece cur-| 
not more than four shows daily ond | rently, Friedrich Smetana’s comic 
the company remains intact. | opera, ‘The Bartered Bride,’ which | 
Committee seemed inclined to attracted 70,000 to seven perform- | 
question some of the figures con- | ances here two years ago, returned | 
Coramg the colored cast-syncopated | +, the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s Al! 
Gilbert and Sullivan show, but | Fresco playhouse in Forest Park for | 
eeichaet Todd and “—. Forkins, | one week last night (Monday). Ideal) 
who are Operating, “Mikado¥, in: Qveather, plus heavy bally and upping 
is correct and if there be any mis-|°f advertising budget brought an 
take it is on the Equity end. Known | opening-night gross of approximately 
that some of the councillors favor $3,500. 3 
the management because of the dif- Three Met Opera warbdlers, Muriel 
ference in pay drawn as compared , Dickson, Myron Taylor and George | 
with other Fair shows, especially the | Rasely, the first two making sea-| 
Aquacade. | sonal bows to natives here, scored 
$80,000 in Red |heavily. Rasely was a particular click 
Last week ‘Mikado’ grossed around , in the role of the Stuttering Vashek, | 
$17,000, which is claimed to be little | a part he played here in 1937 with} 
better than an even break. Origi-! much eclat. Annamary Dickey, re-| 
nally the gross figured to break | cent winner of a Met contract in na- 
even was around $14,500, but it was|tion-wide competish, returned to 
explained that was incomplete. Man-! click in the organization where she) 
agement contends that there would got her start several years ago, Eu- 
be little chance to earn back a mate- | gene Lowenthal. who scored last year 
rial portion of the show's red, placed | in several pieces here, repeated as 
around $80,000, even if a conces-| Kezal, the marriage broker. 
sion be granted for the Fair date, Others who went over in support- 
but it was hoped that road book-' jing roles are Joseph Vitale, Jane 
ings in the fall might be successful. | Rogers, Arthur Kent, Dorothy John- 
First stage show at the Fair to|son, Frederick Persson and Al Down- 
fold was the Shakespearear tabloid jng. 
at Merrie England, which conces- a eeaihee mite eae Dale dines 
sion, in total, is said to be $100,-|,. Ballet M: aes Thec hae A jolt “on 
0 in the operating v0. Whh- |. ee 
drawal of the show was hardly | won plenty of palm pounding. Three 
chargeable to Equity rules. It re- | lormer Ballet Russe principals, Valya 
quired a double tap for admission— } + pariner ge en Sregenere SNe 
at the concession and theatre en- Vladimir Dukoudosky appeared in 
tranees, in addition to the charge sales to click. 
to enter the Fair. Globe theatre Although one performance of ‘Fire- | 
there sometimes had but three andj 4¥’ was washed oft the poards, the 
four people out front for the Bard’s| latter ended a seven-night engage- | 
stuff It now has a unit show, made ment Sunday (23) with a take of ap- 
up of doubles for film stars. Latter | proximately $40,000, excellent, the 
show recently returned from Eng- best during current season for a one- 
land. | week stand. | 
| Three attendance records were 
7 : | broken on consecutive nights, and the 
Beth Kinsey Tent last presentation drew 10,800, an all. | 
Rep Folds; Biz NG time high here for a single perform- 
Wooster. 0. July 28 | ance, many customers being shooed 
aia. y “ taway by cops after temporary 





Th? Beth Kinsey Komedy Ko, tent ; benches were filled. and standing and 
reperioire show, folded suddenly at | squatting room on the lawns at either | 
Greenville, O., as result of an at-| 
tachment against the show by H. Ray 
Snedeker, who was engaged at the 
scart of the season here in May to | 
present his dramatic troupe as a unit 
at a fixed figure, Company had been | 


Future Plays 
playing to poor business in recent Tae 


VY eeks ‘ ° P i . 
: ; P aes Clinton Street,” dramatization of | 
Since the Snedeker unit left the; the novel based upon New York’s 


show, Frank Miller, manager, and | contemporary East Side by Chavel | 
Beth Kinsey had assumed direction | Paver, will be the first fall produc- | 
of the players themselves. Local of-|tion of the Artef players. Skedded | 
ficials permitted the members of the | to Open the week of Oct. 4 at the 
company to give a benefit perform-| Mercury, New York, Artef'’s new 
ance on Sunday night netting the | home. , ; 

troupe a few dollars to get out of | “Why Do You Lie, Cherie?’, Euro- 
sane. pean musical success with book and 


. — ics by Hans Lengsfelder, Sieg- 
Hearing on the attachment suit is bbe a ae ee 


scheduled to be heard shortly. Mil-| Maerker due to unveil at the Adel- 

ler has made no announcement as to} phi, N. Y., Aug. 7. sponsored by the 

future plans for the 40-year-old rep-| New  American-European Artists’ 

ertoire company which, for years,| Guild. Producers are said to be 

lias confined its itinerary to the same |COMposed of leading professionals 

Dhie touts from the German, Austrian and 
Czech theatre. 

piive ‘The Farm of Three Echoes,’ a 

Nitery Acts for ‘Follies’ drama with a South African locale 

by Noel Langley. in which Ethel 

Hollywood, July 25. Barrymore will appear as an aged 

Cully Richards, m.c., and Joe Plot- | eccentric, will be produced next fall 

ski, comic, at Slapsy Maxie’s nitery, by beg he ere ge egg 

: ing its preem a 1e McCarter the- 

- A fa - in tne Shuberts ; atre, Princeton, N. J., Oct. 21, a tour 


rons of five weeks will include several 
Eddie Jackson and Al Stone re-| cities where it will appear on the 


| Side of the amphitheatre were ped- | 
died at 50c a head. 








‘is handling his previous one-setter, | 


i ‘Crawling Dust,’ drama about faith 


‘John Golden is interested if and New 





place. ‘Theatre Guild's subscription list. 
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| New Scripts 


Walton Butterfield, film and radio 
writer, has completed a new play, 
‘Careless Rapture.” Samuel French! 








5 Conn. Barns on 40-Mile Front All 
Battling for Summer B.0. and All OK © 





‘Broadway Yokel.’ | 


New Haven, July 25. 
Juan D’Orsay has completed 


Southern Connecticut is now defi- 
: : nitely strawhat conscious, with five 
healing, with a French ag __|of them operating on a 40-mile bat- 
gg eM gage , ere 4 eich | tlefront extending from Milford to 
Ms adling e, a sequer tocumose “S™ Tvoryton. Biz for this quintette 
tte started tepidly, with exception of 


Peggy Piteu, daughter of Augus- siege ‘ert pigs ge P 

Ad ° . ; ‘Mitzi Green in ‘Wise Child,’ which 
- y ~ , 

tus Pitou, of the United Booking Of broke Ivoryton’s early season record, 


fice, has collaborated with Don Mac-'! but has now swung into happier 


—— on a comedy, ‘Any Minute grosses and outlook for a generally 


Ruth McKenney (Bransten) and Successful season all around is fairly 
, ee ‘ sis. | TOSY. 
pg em Reh vig Dp net Clinton Players theatre had fair 
book of the same name. E weeks with Douglass Montgomery in 
Emmet Lavery’s ‘The First Legion’; High Tor, followed by “Mice and 
has been translated into the French. Men. Spot hit a slump with musical 
by Jean Silvain, revival of Little Jesse James’ but 
Phil Dunning and Charles Sher-| hopped back with year's best biz for 
man have collaborated on a new/ On Borrowed Time’ last week. 
one, ‘A Thousand Times No.” | Ivoryton fell off with ‘Gentle Peo- 
Katharine Roberts has completed Ple,’ then stood ‘em up with Madge 
‘Women Are the Strangest Things.’ | Evans in ‘Biography’ and Ezra Stone 
Albert Coates, the noted symphony | it ‘What a Life” Currently ‘Prim- 
conductor, has written the score for | ‘se Path’ is getting a heavy play. 
‘Gainsborough,’ with a libretto by C. | Milford had ® pitiful Opening week 
Reginald Grundy. /with ‘You Can’t Take It With You, 
Warren P. Munsell, Jr., co-opera- | built nicely with Zita Johann in 
tor of the Country playhouse, West-| ‘Biography’ and packed the house 
port, Conn., and son of the Theatre| with Taylor Holmes in ‘Ah! Wilder- 
Guild general manager, has written | ness’ last week. 
‘Hangman Gives the Garlands.’ | Stony Creek got off to fair biz with 
Upton Sinclair has completed a Elissa Landi in ‘Lady Has a Heart’ 
play, ‘Marie Antoinette.’ ,and followed> with okay two-week 
Frank Tuttle, who did a bit of stand of Lenore Ulric in ‘Twentieth 
writing before becoming a film di- | Century.’ 
rector, has completed ‘Merry Ha Ha.’, Guildford’s Chapel Playhouse 
Richard Maibaum has _ finished | preemed with a good week of ‘Stage 
‘Middletown Mural.’ Door,’ died with ‘Nervous Wreck’ re- 
Joe Laurie, Jr., is working on an/| vival and came back strong with 
adaptation of his ‘Lefty’ columns! Elissa Landi in ‘Tovarich,’ Biggest 
from Variety for a legit comedy. It| gross in several seasons was last 
was previously mentioned as a col- | week when Charles Farrell did ‘Sev- 
laboration with Kenyon Nicholson.| enth Heaven’ with Louise Platt. 
plays along Connecticut's 
strawhat front are doing a now-you- 


Principal Strawhat Bills 


when, 








THIS WEEK 


‘Indian Summer” (new) (Jessie Royce Landis, Fay Wray)—Lakewood | 


theatre, Skowhegan, Me 


‘You Can't Eat Goldfish’ (new) (Ruth Chatterton)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, 
Matunuck, R. I 


‘It Shouldn't Happen to a Dog’ (new)—Long Beach (L. I.) theatre. 
‘Not for Children’ (new !—Stony Creek (Conn.) theatre. 

‘Ghost Town’ (new )—Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, Mass, 

‘Ducks and Drakes’ (new}—Coach House theatre, Oconomowoc, Wis. 


see - me - now - you- don't. Clinton's 
proposed musical tryout of ‘Count 
Your Chickens’ for J. J. Shubert has 
been shelved. Spot has pencilled 
another embryo tagged ‘Three in a 
Bed’ for August. Stony Creek ig 
bringing in Zasu Pitts and Sam 
Jaffee, both in new plays, and is cure 
rently trying out Ellen Schwanneke 
in ‘Not for Children.’ Guildford 
switched Esther Ralston from ‘Let 
the Mare Run,’ a new one, to a ree 
vival of ‘Trial of Mary Dugan’; spot 
is mulling a return date of Charles 
Farrell in a break-in in late August, 





Winter Plans 
Cambridge, Mass., July 25. 

Straw Hat Theatre, playing reviy- 
als at Brattle Hall, has been clicking 
with 40c. top, and management is 
now planning winter stock in a new 
location, beginning Sept. 15. Al- 
though tryouts have been declared 
out for remainder of summer season, 
there are a couple on the fire for the 
winter spell. Robert Warfield will 
stay on as director, and John C., 
Hansen, p.a. for the Straw Hat, will 
assume title of executive director 
Sept. 15. 

Incidentally, John Mason Brown, 
here for his annual summer teaching 
chore at Harvard, is advising the stu- 
dents to give ‘Jane Eyre’ the 0.0, at 
the Straw Hat next week. 

East-West Premieres 
Stroudsburg, Pa., July 25, 

‘Fun For Sale,’ an original by Cor- 
nelia Stabler Gillam, for the past 
nine years director of the Buck Hill 
Players, will have both an eastern 
and western summer premiere. 

First presentation takes place July 
31 on Coast at Hollywood Commun- 
ity theatre, where author's comedy- 
drama, ‘Where's the Fire,’ just 
closed nine-week = run. Eastern 
showing unveils short time later 
under author’s direction in audi- 
torium of The Inn, Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa. ‘Fun For Sale’ locales in a ho- 
tel and concerns a_ secret escort 
service, 


Benefit for Actor 
Litchfield, Conn., July 25. 
Total of $100 was raised at a spe- 
cial benefit show by the Litchfield 
Hills Theatre Sunday night (16) at 
the Playhouse to help pay for the 





“We'll Take the Highroad’ (New )— Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. (opens 
July 27) 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)—Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

‘College Widow’ (Sally Eilers}\—Mohawk Drama festival, Schenectady, 
N. Y. 

‘Late Christopher Bean’ (June Walker )—Ridgeway theatre, White Plains, 
N. Y. 

‘Hay Fever’ (Alison Skipworth)—Plymouth playhouse, Milford, Conn, | 

‘Easy Virtue’ (Jane Cowl)—Country playhouse, Westport, Conn, 

‘There’s Always Juliet’ (Glenn Hunter)--Summer theatre, Jutland, N, J. 

‘Seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell)—-Maplewood (N., J.) theatre. 

‘Tonight or Never’ (Helen Gahagan)-——Spring Lake (N. J.) playhouse. 

‘Burlesque’ (Clifton Webb, Libby Holman)—South Shore players, Co- 
hasset, Mass, 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Cape playhouse, Den- 
nis, Mass. 

‘The Circle’ (Florence Reed)—Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 

‘The Swan’ (Elissa Landi)—Deertrees theatre, Harrison, Me. 

‘Brief Moment’ (Madge Evans)—Ogunquit, (Me.) playhouse. 

‘They Knew What They Wanted’ (Richard Bennett )—Bucks County play- 
house, New Hope, Pa. 

‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, 
casino. 

‘Petticoat Fever’ (Dennis King)—Olney (Md.) playhouse. 

‘Susan and God’ (Jane Wyatt, Donald Woods)—Elitch, Denver. 

‘Elizabeth Sleeps Out’ (Sally O'Neill)—Green Gables playhouse, Drums, 
Pa. 


Philip Merivale)—Newport (R. I.) 





NEXT WEEK 

‘Karabash’ (new )—Kennebuckport (Me.) playhouse (opens Aug. 1). 

‘The Bo Tree’ (new )—Red Barn theatre, Locust Valley, L. I. | 

‘Lady Baltimore’ (new)—Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. (opens Avs. 3). | 

‘Charlotte Corday’ (new) (Eugenie Leontovich)—-Mohawk Drama fes- 
tival, Schenectady, N. Y. (opens Aug. 1). 

‘Wonder Child’ (new )—Coach House theatre, Oconomowoc, Wis. (opens 
Aug. 1). 

‘Seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell)—Brighton theatre, Brighton Beach, 
N. Y¥. (opens Aug. 1). 

*‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)—Chapel playhouse, Great Neck, L. L 

‘Ghosts’ (Nazimova)—Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Spa theatre, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y. (opens Aug. 1). 

‘Tonight or Never’ (Kitty Carlisle)—Ridgeway theatre, White Plains, 
N. ¥; 

‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale)}—Players theatre, 
Clinton, Conn. 

‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes’ (Marie Wilson)—New England playhouse, 
Ridgefield, Conn. 

‘Susan and Ged’ (Violet Heming)—South Shore players, Cohasset, Mass. 

‘Our Town’ (Thornton Wilder, Martha Scott)—Cape playhouse, Dennis, 


Mass. 
‘The Petrified Forest’ (John Beal)—Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass. 


‘The Circle’ (Grace George)—Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse. 

*Foevarich’ (Elissa Landi)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. 

‘The Green Goddess’ (Sally O'Neill)—Green Gables playhouse, Drums, 
Pa. | 





hospitalization of William Hansen, 
who broke his leg on July 5 and was 
forced out of the Litchfield player 
group into the Torrington, Conn, 
Memorial Hospital. 
Hansen was in ‘Our Town.’ 
Food Poor, Actors Scram 
Rochester, N. Y., July 25. 
Art may be for art’s sake even in 


ja hayloft, but even a summer thea- 


tre actor has to eat. So when the 
non-Equity Rochester Summer thea- 
tre in East Avon began to draw big 
attendance, nine of the leading play- 
ers rebelled against a diet of peanut 
butter sandwiches and water. 

When director Leonard Altobell 
denied their demands, they pooled 
their change and formed a new out- 
fit, the Gotham pla:ers of Avon, 
also non-Equity. 

Headed by Franklin Evans, they 
built an outdoor stage six miles 
away and are opening Thurs- 
day (27), a day ahead of their neigh- 
boring rivals. Meanwhile, Altibell 
has imported a new troupe. 

Barayard Cackles 

‘Here Today,’ which Ruth Gordon 
did at Stockbridge, Mass., and West- 
port, Conn., may be taken to the 
Civie theatre, Chicago, in mid-Au- 
gust with virtually the same cast 
. . . Margaret Callahan has replaced 
Elizabeth Love for the balance of 
the summer at Skowhegan, Me... . 
Surry (Me.) players open their third 
season next Tuesday (1) with Benn 
W. Levy’s ‘Art and Mrs. Bottle,’ 


| with Anne Revere, Katherine Emery 


and Shepperd Strudwick. 

Anne Mason this week joined the 
company at the Berkshire play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass. Helen 
Brooks will play the ingenue-lead 
in ‘The Petrified Forest’ there next 
week....Doris Fisher, 10-year-old 
John Powers model, makes her stage 
debut at the Red Barn _ theatre, 
Locust Valley, L. I., next week in 
the tryout of ‘The Bo Tree.’ She's 
the daughter of Leah Klar, of the 
RKO home office. ... Robert Rein- 
hart, magician, will give a special 
matinee performance Aug, 12 at the 


(Continued on page 50) 
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FTP’s Future Now Looks Hopeless; 
Few Left on Lists After August 31 





—_———_-----—- ? 


Committees aiming to rescue 
WPA’s Federal Theatre Project from 
extinction are still striving to get 
action in Washington, but the situa- 
tion is regarded as distinetly vague. 
They were given the assurance of 
Senator Robert F. Wagner that new 
legislation would be introduced be- 
fore Congress adjourns, but no fur- 
ther word has been received that 
such a measure has been drafted. 

The bill, if and when presented, 
would embrace the arts projects, 
which are being materially reduced 
and which may also pass out of 
municipal or state participation to 
the extent of 25% if maintenance 
cost is mot secured. That such re- 
quirement may not be met by the 
cities was indicated over the week- 
end, when a conference of mayors 
feared that the entire WPA structure 
would collapse until more money | 
was granted by the Federal end. 

There will be comparatively very 
few left on the FTP lists after Aug. 
31, unless fresh legislation is en- 
acted. Definitely decided that all 
those who were on the project 18 
months or more will be dropped on 
that date, and it is estimated that 
ynore than two-thirds of the whole 
complement are so classified. 

Other Relief Jobs 


Stated in Washington last week 
that all on FTP not affected by the 
18 months rule would be spotted in 
other relief projects, but pay for 
people in such WPA offshoots mate- 
rially less than the security wage of 
the theatre end. Whether those dis- 
missed will be able to return to the 
WPA in any branch is not evident, 
since the order calls for first em- 


ploying persons certified for relief | 


who are on the waiting list. 
Orders now call for dismissing 
67% of those on FTP in New York 


FTP Offices Closing 


Headquarters of WPA's Fed- 
eral Theatre Project on 23d 
street, New York, are being dis- 
mantied. Premises must be va- 
cated on or before Monday 
(31), when the entire executive 
force will be through. Furniture 
and equipment is being moved 
out and stored. FTP had 21 
places under rental, including 
theatres. All are to be aban- 
doned, except one or two spots 
used as warehouses. 

The administration offices ai 
95 Madison avenue will be 
continued, but with a curtailed 
working force. Understood that 
pay checks for the coming month 
will be distributed there. 











EARLY LEGIT 
GETAWAY 


Pittsburgh, July 25. 
Altogether probable that the Nix- 
on, so far town’s sole legit site but 





shortly after Labor Day. with John 
Barrymore’s ‘My Dear Children’ the 
first attraction. 

In past, Nixon hasn't unshuttered 
until October, last year’s initial at- 





at the end of August, while 33% 
will be transferred to white collar 
branches under the general WPA 
set-up headquartered on Columbus 
avenue. Breakdown of the percent- 
ages calls for 2,268 let-outs from the 
total of 3,400 actors, stagehands, 
musicians, scenic artists, directors, 
stage managers, dancers and others, 
including sienographers and book- 
keepers. Approximately 1,130 will 
be retained. Assumed that similar 
dismissals and those given other 
relief jobs will approximate the same 
percentage for the balance of the 
FTP elsewhere in the country, where 


4,500 have been on the rolls. Com- 
plete total up to last month was | 
7,900. 

Federation of Arts Unions com- | 


mittee continues to hold sessions in 
New York and contact Washington. 
Understood that Martin Popper, 
counsel for the committee, will again 
be assigned to the Capital in 
hope that promised legislation will 
at least be introduced. 


SHUBERT, NEWARK, GETS 
ADAMS TAG FOR LEGIT 


Newark, July 25. 
The Shubert theatre here has been 
renamed the Adams under the new 
management of Adam A. Adams, 


lessee and director of the Paramount- | 
will present | 


Newark theatre, and 
legitimate fare beginning Labor Day 
With Jessie Royce Landis in ‘Susan 
and God.’ 

Other attractions booked In are 
“What a Life’; ‘Idiot's Delight’ with 
Douglass Montgomery, ‘Awake and 
Sing’ with Celia Adler; ‘The Road to 
Rome’ with Jane Cowl: ‘Stage Door’ 


with Sally Eilers, and ‘I'd Rather Be 


Right.’ 


C. S. Monitor’s Permanent 


New York Dramatic Critic 


Boston, July 25. 
The Christian Science Monitor of 
Boston has appointed John Beaufort 
as resident drama and fiim critic in 
New York effective Sept. 1. As- 
Signmeit on a part-time basis has 


heretofore been handled by Arthur | 


Pollock of the Brooklyn Eagle. 

Beaufort, now on the Boston staff 
of the Monitor, was film reviewer at 
One time, and has been writing 
drama and film features for the daily 
and the weekly magazine for past 
few years. As resident theatrical 
Correspondent he will catch legit 
openings and major films, in addi- 
“10n to writing a weekly letter and 
Ccasiona! features 


the 


traction arriving around the 15th 
of that month. However, Harry 
Brown, house’s veteran manager, 


has received orders from New York 
to close the theatre to all private 
rentals after Sept. 1, partly confirm- 
ing reports of the early getaway. 
Depends, too, on when ‘Children’ 
washes up in Chi, since Pittsburgh 


when it closes out there. Incidentally, 
ATS subscriptions for 1939-40 prom- 
ise to go at least couple of grand 
beyond last season's $4,700, chiefly 
on strength of three subscription 
attractions announced, ‘Philadelphia 
Story,’ ‘Family Portrait’ and ‘Out- 
ward Bound.’ Nixon also has slated 
\‘No Time for Comedy,’ ‘Leave It 
| to Me,’ ‘White Steed’ and “Tobacco 
| Road.’ 


CHI CIVIC SUSPENDS: 








Chicago, July 25. 

| Due to inability to obtain name 
talent at this time, the Civic Theatre 
| stock shows, under the production 
| guidance of J. Charles Gilbert, took 
la layoff starting Saturday (22) and 
| will resume as soon as a string of 
‘names is set up for future shows. 
| From present indications, this means 
i|that the Civic will reopen 
| Labor Day. 

Final show was 


Civic has had a continuous run of 
shows since May 14 and has built a 


steady patronage of regular 
tomers and subscribers. 


Better Philly Legit 
| Drive Going Ahead 


Philadelphia, July 25. 


cus- 








|'which aims to exert pressure on 
| . 
| Broadway producers to obtain a bet- 


; ; ; 
ter legit season for Philly next year, | 
. |much wet weather that they were | 


is going ahead with its membership 
drive. Subscribers pay $2 a year. 


atregoers. 


Oldie for Coast 


Santa Barbara, July 25. 
Luther Green is producing “The 








| Mistress of the Inn’ for Fiesta Week, | 


| Aur. 1-5, at the Lobero theatre. 


| Italian classic of 1770 has been re- | 


written by Allen Kenward. 


PITT INDICATES 


DEARTH OF NAMES »20<: 


Drought Burns Up J. J. Shubert 
And Gallo; Came Year Too Late 


around | 


‘Seventh Heaven’ | 
with Francis Lederer and Margo. | 


Theatregoers’ Council group here, | 


Jack Rose, who winds up Saturday | 
(29) as p.a. for the Federal Theatre | 
Project, has been named to handle | 
publicity and promotion for the The- | 











Bell’s ‘Family’ Lead 


Los Angeles, July 25. 





by Homer 
Green. 
Piece opens Aug. 9 in Santa Bar- 


Aug. 14. 


Managers-TMAT 
At Odds Over 














One of ihe points at sharp variance 
between the Managers and the Theat- 
!rical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
| urers Union is an idea by the union 
'that activities of house, company 
managers and press agents be con- 
| fined to the specific duties of such 
berths. TMAT’s purpose is to create 
more jobs for members. It argues 
that those with theatre and show as- 
signments should not also work for 
producers in the booking, play read- 
ing or other departments. If addi- 
tional pay accompanies such latter 
duties, it is understood to be nomi- 
nal. 

Managers, in opposing the union’s 





diction over office routine and there | Broadway's 


| is no known objection by those han- 
| dling shows to daytime desk duties. 


| 


ed by the Shuberts. Basic agree- 


James Bell, of the Broadway | 
stage, gets the male iead in the! 
Coast production of ‘The Great | 


American Family,’ to be presented | 
Curran and | 


; bara and moves to San Francisco | 





$15,000 Advance Coin Proviso For 
Film Rights Must Be Cut, Say 
 Legiters, Before H'wood Pact OK'd 


} 
| 





Staggering Rehearsals 


George White has be n using 
a unique time schedule for ‘Scan- 
dals’ rehearsals, but stays within 
the time limit of eight hours. 
Chorus starts at four in the after- 
noon, with principals one hour 





Multiple Jobs: 


| 
| dinner. 


| 
| 
| 





later. Manager figures that ar- 
rangement makes for a: escape 
from the heat of the day. An 
hour’s interlude is provided for 


Revue set back its Atlantic - 
City date to Aug. 7, with the 


exact date for debut at the Alvin, 
N. Y., not fixed. 


TICKET BROKERS 
ASK $6,000 








REFUND 


'aim, declare that TMAT has no juris- | = 


ticket brokers, who 


' 


| kicked in to the managers’ League of 


likely to get competish this season | Formerly it was not unusual for one | New York Theatres under a code re- 
from Legitimate Theatre Corp,. will| man to manage two theatres on! quirement and recently asked for a 
get a'vay to an early 1939-40 siart. | Broadway, particularly those operat- | kick-back, have figured they paid 
Chances are bright for an opening | 


$6,000 more than was necessary and 


'ment stipulated there be one for each | ask that it be refunded. Managerial 


| house and one for each show ,more, end indicates that there may be some | 


| jobs thereby being provided. 


| ° 
no reason why some of their office 


| justification for the claim, but the 


Shuberts and other managers saw! matter has been put up to Equity, 


since it is co-sponsor with the league 


department heads could not continue | for the code and has a say in the dis- 
| handling houses and shows while in | Position of the agency collections. 


New York, and the union could hard- | ! d 
ly object at the time. During nego- | 312 cents per ticket up to the time | end was the Guild’s refusal to write 


|tiations for a new working agree- 
|ment, however, it proposed to specify | 


| the duties of company heads, with 


| the showmen nixing the plan. TMAT | 
| also sought to prevent producers | 
will be Barrymore show's first stop | handling their own press work, which | 
'a few occasionally do, but skipped | 
A general manager 
acting as company manager is also a/| 


| that idea, too. 


custom, but not always followed. 


So far TMAT has presented only a | 


; 


portion of the changes sougnt in the 
agreement. 


Agencies paid the league $15,000 at 


when nearly all the ticket people 
started holding out. However, they 
| figured that $9,000 was remitted be- 
| tween Sept. 10 and Dec. 10 last, con- 
tending that the League should not 
have collected after the latter date. 
Should the full amount claimed be 


| of $1,500 left in the enforcement fund 

created through code provisions. 
Demand for the refund came as a 

| complete surprise to the managers, 


| who had offered to rescind the levy 


Its committes was told/ during the summer months, provided | selling, 


|to get all the proposals in memo dejinquents paid the levy due up to 


form, instead of the piece-meal meth-| March 31. 


| od pursued. 


Brokers took their time 


Producers said that the | to think it over and remembered that 


procedure indicated the union sought | there were conversations to the effect 
to stall final consideratton of the’! that the 3% cent rate could be re- 


changes until production for the new | duced after the code was in force 


| season becomes active, which could! three months, should 
in high pressurmg its de- | too 


result 


ii be deemed 
high. Agency people always 


| claimed that it was. 





| 
| 
| 


While lawns and farms in the east 
| are simulating the &mber hue of the 
/west coast’s rainless summers be- 
| cause of the long July drought, For- 


burning up for another reason. 


ances there this season, but because | 


of handling that is less than profes- 
sional and hardly theatrical, the ma- 
rine stadium has not drawn well, 


| | with most residents on the mainland 
|tune Gallo and J. J. Shubert are | 


Aware that there has been no rain- | 
| fall! on Long Island for more than | 
| pay for the players when weather in- 
concede they missed an opportunity | 


four straight weeks, the showmen 


to clean up at Jones Beach and prob- 


ably Randall’s Island, where they 
| staged operetta revivals for two 
| summers. 

| First season the duo cleaned up 


and new pay scales were established, 
especially for the chorus. Last sum- 
| mer, however, the open-air shows in 
| the metropolitan area ran into so 


| suspended after three red weeks. 
lucky, however, because it rained 10 


ings. 

Another factor that deterred re- 
suming open-air revivals was the 
World’s Fair, but fine weather has 
favored all open-air resorts and 
beaches. Latter have been jnmmed 
/ regardless of the ‘big show’s’ opposi- 
tion. which for a month put a crimp 
on Broadway. Nightly crowds at 
Jones Beach so far would have en- 
sured heavy attendance to stage 
}shows. There are varied perform- 


Managers figured themselves fairly | 


straight days or nights after the fold- | 


unfamiliar with the twice-weekly 

(Wed.-Sat.) performance schedule. 
Shubert kicked up a row last year 

in blaming Equity for insisting on 


terfered with performances, but the 
association indicated it had reason 


to adjust the rules, but there was no} 


resumption. After flopping at the 
Golden Gate Exposition with a ‘Fol- 
lies,’ Shubert turned to Louisville, 
where revivals have been presented 
for some weeks, it being his only 
outdoor venture this summer other- 
wise, Venture carried a municipal 
guarantee. Gallo, who is said not to 
be in the deal, has busied himself 
with directing the bookings of the 
Legitimate Theatre Corp., which 
will tour one-nighters. 

Municipal opera at St. Louis re- 


refunded, there would be a balance! constitute a 


_ | Ple 





mains the topper among open-air 
musical show revivals, eastern sea- 
board summer activities being con- 
fined to rural theatre stocks and try- 
outs, mostly all in theatres of one 
kind or another. Grand opera is 


given at the zoo in Cincinnati, that | 


project being a benefit for musicians. 
There are outdoor shows at Mem- 
phis, but so far played mostly by 
amateurs or semi-pros 


Broadway managers had the pro- 


| posed new pact expected to bring 


| back Hollywood financing of legit 
shows placed before them last week. 
They were told of the several kinks 
in the draft, then decided not to en- 
ter into the negotiations at this 
time. Show end said that inasmuch 


as they had not figured in the situa- 
tion except as side-liners, it is up to 
the picture people and authors 
(Dramatists Guild) to argue it out. 

It is fairly well established, how- 
ever, that showmen agree with the 
opinion that the proposed new deal 
| would not accelerate production un- 
{less the $15,000 stipulated as an ad- 
|vance on film rights be lowered. 
; Until there is an adjustment, they 
| apparently won’t take active inter- 
est in the negotiations. The fiim 
people who have been getting the 
factions together at first okayed the 
advance royalty figure, but, when 
associates pointed out that it con- 
stituted a barrier, they admitted the 
amount is too high. 

Until the authors end agrees to 
lower the import, there appears lit- 
tle chance that the pact will help 
legit production to any great extent, 
even if the agreement is signatured. 
Film proponents of the pact are 
again at work in an effort to effect 





a more acceptable contract, but 
from the managers viewpoint the 
proposal as now constituted would 


mean another inoperative provision 
of the basic agreement that started 
three seasons ago. 
Hollywood's Objections 

There are several features in the 
| basic agreement which were ob- 
| jected to by Hollywood, but what 
| seems to have alienated the picture 





jin a provision in connection with 
{one of the three methods of selling 
| films rights. One referred to as the 
| ‘trial error method,’ it covering the 
} procedure when the author and 
| backer (film company) agree on the 
| price of the rights. That would not 
sale, since the basic 
| rights are held by the author and 
| the backer would have the privilege 
| of rejecting the purchase. Author 
may then peddle the play to other 
companies and, if not suecessful in 
could fix a lower figure. 
| Picture people wanted it stipulated 
| that in such event the backer would 
| get the first chance of acceptance, 
| but the authors nixed the idea on 
| the ground that it might open the 
| way to collusion among the studios. 
| There is little doubt that under 
| the present provisions the film peo- 


will go slow about backing 
shows, because the $15,000 advance 
would mean they might have to 


spend $25,000 to $35,000 for a fail- 
ure. One supposed weakness of the 
plan is that if such a flop ran one 
night the author would get at least 
| $15,000 for the rights, but only $9,000 
|should the play be kept on three 
} weeks, the manager or backer being 
| entitled to 40% if the engagement be 
three or more weeks. 


12 KERN OPERETTAS 
IN REPERTORY PLAN 


July 25 





Hollywood 





Peggy Fears and John W. Hark- 
rider plan to present a dozen of 
Jerome Kern’s operettas in reper- 
tory. 

Present idea is to open in Santa 


Barbara, with San Francisco and Los 
Angeles to follow, before innovation 
is taken to the 44th Street, New 
York. 





‘Susan’ OK in Proy., But 
‘Women,’ ‘Mice’ Nixed 


Providence, July 25. 

Providence Bureau of Police and 
Fire renewed its ban on “The Wom- 
en’ and ‘Of Mice and Men’ during 
the past week, but issued a license 
for presentation of ‘Susan and God.’ 

Action was taken following for- 
mal application for licenses for the 
three shows filed last week by a rep- 
resentative of producer Jules Leven- 
thé 
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You Can’t Eat Goldfish 


Matunuck, R. L, July 24. 
in three acts (4 scene) by Gladys 
Marcella Burke; stars Ruth 
staged by T hom Conroy; sete 
presented by The- 
week of | 


Comedy 
TUeger and 
(trattertlo 
tings, Wilbur B. George 
aire-bv-the-Sea at Matunuck, R. L, 
duly 24, °39 
Bill Flack, J (Cappy) 





Warren Mills 


d'onchita = pcaluentace ie Virginia Reiliy 
Bill Flac! : wecceeesee- Barry Thomson 
Ramona Flack...-..se-ee+- Ruth Chatterton 
Upton Van Bark...-coerceceeecs John McKee 
WataveN 3 .5..cesseeneee ...Clark Chesney 
Hoe Kingsbury-Cole...... Katherine Warren | 
Mi ev Davis....c.cceees-- Michael Harvey 
Nancy Fla ecoce .. Ruth Gilbert 
Virginia Flack...e«ee. ee .. Shirley Poirer 
Crane Rogers beboesecnseree Jan Mosely 





Ruth Chatterton has made a happy 
choice for her return to Broadway 
this fall in Marcella Burke’s and 
Gladys Unger's delightfully sophis- | 
ticated ‘You Can’t Eat Goldfish.’ 
However. its subtlety and refreshing 
frankness bar it from Hollywood con- | 
sideration. 

Plot deals with the hilariously com- 
plex marital troubles ot the Flack | 
family, growing out of the father’s | 
(Barry Thomson) belief in Hedonism, 
the mother’s (Ruth Chatterton) ef- | 
forts to curb him to the extent of 
providing the necessities of life and 
the unpredictable antics of the three 
Flack youngsters. 

Broken promises finally force Ra- 
mona to obtain a divorce in Reno. 
Her unexpected early return catches 
her family unprepared and as she 
reminisces with her now divorced | 
mate, the old flame is rekindled and 


’ 
they blithely resume marital rela-. It Shouldn’t Happen to a 


tions. Highlight of the comedy is the 
dilemma in which one of the daugh- 
ters finds herself upon learning of! 
her parents’ malfeasance. | 
Ramona’s renunciation next morn-- 
ing of any obligation her actions of | 
the previous night may have im- 
plied turns her husband and another | 
guiior, Zakaroff (Clark Chesney) | 
— her. Reconciliation with her 
usband jis finally effected when Ra-, 
mona realizes she has done all the 
things for which she had previously | 
condemned her husband. 
Authors have mingled heartbreak 
and comedy with a dexterity that 
keeps the play moving tranquilly 
throughout. Miss Chatterton gives a | 
flawless performance and is given 
staunch support by an able cast. 
Malo. 


HERO COME HOME 


Oconomowoc, Wis., July 22. 


| Penelope even though the entire MO-} gt:ged and presented by William 


hinges on a husband’s untimely re- 
turn. M 
impressive. : 
as Axanthus, is excellent as a friend 
of the family. 
ters, 
achus, is good. 
is Jack Meyer. as Delander, one of 
Penelope's suitors. 


cellent. 


presented by Eddie Dimond, at the Long 


Et WOME... 5 65 csabescatesxnen Ethel Colby| for whom her older sister has set 
Bob Ullmann......-++++-.Maury Tuckerman her hooks. Father of the family, an 
Young MOthe?r. .cocvcrsccovecs ;+ Rita Rhoni architect who always wanted to 
ERGGtG TST, co cccsvececonss .. Frankie Clarke A P 4 4 sn 
WOU THO, ccaiccxaneaaoess Paula Holiinger| Write music, is hounded by creditors 
| POUNM MAR 6a .ceseceseeeses George Spelvin| and in desperation ships off, leav- 
Pe. BEOEID . one 0o5008908s 4's .Ann Brody 


| 


| 
| 


Satirical comedy in two acts and one scene 
by Dorothy Minerva Dow; staged by Walter | 
R. Volbach; settings, Robert Hughes; cos- 
tumes, Ruth Schoewe; song, Lillian Bogus- | 
lu wsk presented by the Coach House | 
Players, July 18, ‘39, at the Coach House 
theatre, Oconomowoc, Wis. | 
PUD ocnocsoveenedneses Margaret Waller | 
PRM ....ccecccccteseccccccccs Dolph Nelson | 
MRAWIDRS ici ccioces eooess- TOM McDermott | 
Cassie ......cecccbeecceces-Madelon Markoff | 
VYelemachus ..... SS eeoCoorceenes Leon Drew | 
Delander ..cccses reer rer re Jack Meyer | 
Peasant ......0.- paaeenes David H. Yeddeau | 
OdYsneus ccccvececesseces Harold Douglas 
MOCITR vecvsvetcvessseceeses Florence LaCour | 
errr rrr rrr rey Ty -.-Hal Stuart 


As the initial play of their second | love, 
season, the Coach House Players are} 


presenting ‘Hero Come Home.’ Dor- 
othy Minerva Dow’s effervescent 
comedy is in the same tempo as the 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne ren- 
dition of ‘Amphitryon '38,’ with Mar- 
garet Waller’s interpretation of Pen- 
elope being strikingly similar to Miss 
Fontanne’s Alkmena in ‘Amphitryon.’ 

In ‘Hero Come Home’ Miss Waller 
dominates pleasantly almost the en- 
tire nlav. She hetns make this fan- 























Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 























HILDEGARDE 


Appearing with George Ross 
of World-Telegram 
NBC-TELEVISION 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26 


Decca Records 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 














Australian and New Zealand The- 
atres, Ltd. 
Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


As THE STAR 
of Its Newest Sensational Hit Show 
The Famous 
TONDON CASING REVUE 
Now Viaying His Majesty’s Theatee, 
Melbourne, Australia 
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| Charley Se eeonporsesces Rhys Williams | cent 


SUMMER TRYOUTS 





Wednesday, July 26, 193 








tastic nonsense a rakish comedy and | Not For Children 
possibly good Broadway fare. Play ’ iia 
suggests, too, another possibility for Stony Creek, Conn., July 24. 
Lunt-Fontanne to display their vir-] Comedy in three acte (Zour scenes) os 





d | Wesley Towner, based on a seript by Lud-} 
i Wig Hirsehfiel stars Ellen Schwarnneke; 
Castle; | 


tuosity in the role of Odysseus an 


Francis Y. Joannes; at the Stony 
stony (reek Coun., oue 


settings, 


r orders tremulously on 
tif perhaps borde settingn, Penne 


‘Amphitryon.’ 


‘ . = = week beginning July 24 | 
In a mischievous spirit, the play- Mr. Mayflower... Martin Miller | 
wright has tossed aside the popular | Dobbs............ o° ‘Harry Sothern 
Homeric version of Penelope's long | Zenia. Vitae eet porseracnsseeed ary Roth | 
wait for the wandering Odysseus. In fo ipneesemenbbeathy Aionshies @uann! 
| fact, no one Is more terrified than | SS 65s ave Delma Byron 
Penny when her husband does re- | Peter Ross.....;- - Mauri e Hunt) 
; rj ,e res . > BEIGMO . cocccceseseseces ..Milen sechwannueke 
turn, with the result that she plots Riemann st eaehense ines Yon Coloma 
with Cassie, her maid, to make her | 7...;). °° °° aereres herethy OF Santen 
son, Telemachus, and the people Of | Grocver........++..0e0% Warren Young 
7 : j > fs ? iarage Man. seeeee ...-Maurice unt, 
Ithaca rout him as a phoney. | Garage ee : 
" ius Gatte Pe errr rrr ore ry Erik Young 
But the trick fails and the schem- ion Senses Seeer........... George Both | 
ing W Is ie to the ercy ¢ , 2nd Process Server.......C. Stewart Aggett | 
ing wife is left to the mercy of her | onq py s Sei g 
husband. Penelope beguiles him by | Swithers........ : Allen Nourse | 
ring ic y is vanity. and | Waiter...... Seth ce nee esas George Petrie 
play Ins delicately ” his | ‘f . z i. PRP rrr rr rire Laurel sheppard | 
she is restored to his arms. While Young Maild......... eeesorecs EMnor Prauts | 
reposing there, the curtains clos€ | Gardner's Boy...... soovece---+ee Yale Burge 
with a coy line from Penelope. To Elis S66aeis ctekadvaseeaks Judith Simmons 
tie 8 aie ~ , > . , IO} Ae COcecocoress rook urwell 
vit: Ody sseus, when are you going TEBMIP. cocccccccccccecccsess+e eAOR Nourse 
away again. A . Frik Young 
Cast makes this a deft and witty | Neighboring Servanis.../ C. Stewart Aggett 
variant of the ancient plot which | 


{ Ann Morath 
--.ee.Warren Young 
) Jason Rhodes | 
.-. /Erlik Young 


Mr. Vanderhoff...... 


Madelon Markoff, as Cassie, is 


Policemen 
while Tom McDermott, 





‘Not for Children,’ the first tryout 
to hit the southern Connecticut 
Strawhat front this season, serves as 
a capable vehicle to introduce Ellen 
Schwanneke to an American audi- 
ence, Play itself is not outstanding, 
being more or less formula in plot, 
but written as it is around the young 
German actress, it offers her a 
chance to display some unusual tal- 
ent, 

Miss Schwanneke has a string of 
European successes to her credit, 
having done plays in Germany, Aus- 
tria and Switzerland. Judging from 
the topnotch performance she gave 
here, she’s due to continue this list 
on this side of the pond. Present 
role is made to her measure, call- 
ing for her to blossom from an 


Harold Douglas fal- 
while Leon Drew, as Telem- 
Equally impressive 


The lone set and costuming are ex- 
Weber. 


Dog 
Long Beach, N. Y., July 24. 


three acts 
staged, 


(seven acenes) by 
directed, and 


Comedy in 
Sidney Lieberman, 
Beach 
week, 
Mrs. 


theatre, Long Beach, N. Y., 
opening July 24, "3¥. 
Bertha Himmelfarb 


one 


Adelaide Kletn 





Joseph Himmelfarb........-. Henry Schacht) adolescent into young womanhood. 
Ethel Himmelfarb...........- Julia Lathrop However. the on dines is cote, | 
Dr. Max Himimelfarb....Alexander Scourby ’ press n= | 
Mrs. Goliwasser. Fanny Thomashefsky| veyed that she could go to town in 
Seem Perera ts sersbasvesssenis gy Bent | a more mature role. 

Mrs. Leonard. eueee toneess esse Dimone . 7 — 
Mrs. Nordstrom...+++++-++- Sor Rita Rhoni{| Theme is about the younger sister 


Claire Bermmann...ccccscccces tita Sterling who captivates the wealthy juvenile 











ing household in charge of adoles- 
Midge (Miss Schwanneke). | 
Child attempts to straighten things | 

Here is a play that possesses nearly | out by selling paintings and tapes- | 
all of the ingredients necessary to a| tries but gets in a jam over it. When 
successful Broadway run—interesting| mortgage is about to be foreclosed, 


LACCl® Gitl.. ccocccovasensves 


iris Goldhagen 


| 
characters, local setting, emotional| Midge arranges to borrow some | 
conflict and excellent dialog—but it| aney wom a + riggs 4 
requires a careful trimming, perhaps | tended. lana finds tne 


a rewritten last act and the bolstering| Peter’s apartment, 


—e —<——$——$—=s 


Ghost Town 


of a world peace movement, and | 
Osear Briggs (Don Lee), Powers’ 
milquetoast partner in the munitions Gloucester, Mass., July 24, 
game, Drama by Gene Kern; staged by 
First act introduces Susan's peace} nald Lawrence; settings, Erie Barger; 
furthering activities, Powers’ lust for | sented by the Bass Rocks Theatre, at 


Regte 


pres 


the 
power, and the love they both hold | a tn a a Mass., one 
for the boy at college. First act | sriqnel 1 in aig ins eseaih 
opens slowly and a group of neigh-| Winiam MacDonald...) )) 0). Nat ten 
borhood children doing a recital; Anna Petrov........... .Rosemary Carver 
dance is apparently dragged in to| Sonia Petrov..... veees>Mari¢ Louise Elkins 
show Susan's uprighteous standing ng A ero ach ai tose eees Blake Johnson 
in the community. Scene apparent-| Pegey Rosen... cveccccceec Sherrach Palace 
ly has no other connection and is| James Craig..... ecccccece Phillip McKenna 
' superfluous. Peter Petrov... .cccessccccces+es. dames Todd 


Leon Petrov...ceecce 


Failure uf the munitions business) pyiip Davis 
because of an apparently peace-| aura ere 
loving world has Powers starting a ea 
one-man campaign tu get the nations| ‘Ghost Town’ is a has-been mining 
of the world into another World) center inhabited by old men num- 
War. His veak of power is reached| bered by their hopes of striking gold 
when he pulls the strings and gets) and a few young persons itching to 
the United States to declare war,|scram for more lively scenes. A con- 
against a mythical country, Freeland, | Servative guess is that the opening- 
to keen the world safe for democ-| night audience found the latter urge 
racy. Powers keeps the war going | contagious before the final curtain. 
by supplying both countries with Young Leon Petrov comes back to 
munitions. Goldfield, Nev., after doing a 10-year 

Powers’ downfall is presaged by! stretch in stir, bearing a murderous 
his son’s enlistment, loss of control| grudge against his father, whose ut- 
of his munitions factory when his| ter honesty had compelled him to 
milquetoast partner asserts a new-/| testify against Leon for stealing gold. 
found personality, and eventual, With the liberated con comes a fel- 
death of his son at the front, which; low alumnus who falls in love with 
leaves Powers a heartbroken, tor-| Leon's sister. So, instead of murder- 
tured man. re ing his father for revenge, young 

Some fine comedy relief is offered | Petrov pops off a kindly, philosophiz- 
by the milquetoast partner (Don | ing storekeeper and robs him to stake 
Lee), but the switch from melo-| his pardner, the sister and a young 
drama to comedy is too shar brother in order that they ‘might 

Group does a nice job in its pres-| make a getaway for a new life. Leon 
entation of the curtain scene, when! gets the gallows aid the old men go 
Powers, alone i the dark, {ts ac-| back to their checkers and hopes of a 
costed by his conscience and the; gold-strike. 
words of his friends. meee | Author Gene Kern, in the lead, 
good interpretations given by the! acts more convincingly than his fel-« 
cast, thoush a better knowledge of, jow performers 7 F 
their lines might have helped it : we 
along. Mato. 


»-+...Gene Kern 
-» William Mowry 











Yeomen of the Guard 
(REVIVAL) 
Central City, Colo., July 22. 


Gilbert and Sullivan opera in two acts | 
and three scenes; presented by Central City | 


5 Conn. Barns 














(Continued from page 48) 


Opera House Assn.; produced by Frank . . Jes . 
St. Leger; staged by Felix Brentano; Rich- Country playhouse, Westport, Conn. 
ard Aldrich, associate producer; Central He has appeared there regularly 


City Opera House, July 15-20, '39, 


Opening 
night $3.50 and &5; 


oi ~ c 9 
ice atharerine GaSe. since 1932. 


Colonel Pairtatsssssssess-Charles, Kuiiman | Mt. Kiseo B. O. Holds Up 

coho fae Anderson | Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
Jack Point.........sseeeeeees- Richard Hale, N. Y., which had a hefty previous 
Rise Maynard ee aitia Burke | Week with Edward Everett Horton in 
Phoebe Meryll......seeeeseee-Natalia Hall! ‘Springtime for Henry,’ continued its 


Dame Carruthers 
Ixate (her 


/ ' aoe ee profitable business last week with 


hcataaieind | Eddie Dowling in ‘Our Town.’ Audi- 

This is the eighth annual play festi- | ences praised the production of the 

val in this 61-year-old theatre, with Thornton Wilder play and enthused 
its intimate seating—750—and old- 


- - ‘ over th upporting cast, but ther 
style hickory chairs of the kitchen 7 adligiee, +, ‘1S ns snare 


niece) 


where the tran- | : as § “iticis ‘ling’s per- 
amel tank © |saction takes place, and mistakes | type, many of which saw_ service bs sn cag +e > = a - : 
of several weak spots. | § s , s Siwhen the house was built. The formance in the lead part created on 


The story is told in two sets and| Midge’s motives. Blowup has Diana | 


two-and-a-half hours and revolves 
around the household of Dr. Max 
Himmelfarb (Alexander Scourby), a 
personable young Bronx medico with 
a yen for matrimony and a family. 
The chief obstacle to his desire is 
not the beautiful Claire Bergmann 
(Rita Sterling), with whom he is in 


but his dominating mother 
(Adelaide Klein), who rules the 
home with an iron, albeit kindly, 
will. 


Long before Max was born, Mrs. | 


original friezes on both walls re- 
main, although retouched and re- 
stored; the original crystal chande- 


| marrying a stuffed shirt and Peter 
|}and Midge swearing vows. 
| Play’s present condition is spotty, 


| leanin on the lightweight side. | 4 a : 
There's an entertaining scene be-|%¢r if the old mining city was as 
| tween Midge and a girl playmate | far from civilization as people in 


| the east thought in 1878 
se e ti omedy angle | . 5 . 
Beg yee te te A “in| Musicals have predominated at the 
| Peter’s apartment is well done for | Yearly festivals and have proven 
| comedy and straight dramatics. most successful. With ‘Yeomen of 
Show is being revamped for early 
| Broadway try. On basis of its pres- 
ent setup, play’s only New 





His Maid,’ the house is doing sellout 
its two-week reopen- 
ing. 


lier still hangs—and makes one won- | 


the Guard’ or ‘The Merryman and | 


Broadway by Frank Craven. 
Dowling played it much too broad- 
lv and his occasional outright mug- 
ging also displeased the purists. The 
actor’s frequent interpolations were 
thought to have marred rather than 
|improved the play. However, his 
third act, which he played fairly 
straight, was better. Sylvia Weld 
merited praise for her ingenue per- 
formance, particularly in the more 
adult portion in the third act, while 


Himmelfarb had a passion for doc-| chance lies in shooting it in quickly 
tors, all of her male ancestors seem-| before playgoers and crix get too | 
ingly having been physicians. In fact,| tough. | 


she fell in love with the easy-going Dorothy O'Hanlon turns in a swell 
Joseph Himmelfarb (Henry Schacht)| kid performance and Martin Miller, 
because, when she first saw him, he| Harry Sothern, Delma Byron, Maur- 
was dressed in white and carrying| ice Hunt and George Petrie do well 
a little black bag. Later, it turned|in support. A living room set fits 
out that he was a barber on his way | nicely and William Castle’s direction | 
to work with his lunch. | is adequate. Bone. 

Originally Max had wanted to be a| —_—_—— 
musician, but his mother’s determi-| 


nation resulted in the study of medi-! BOOMERANG 


cine and his comfortably busy medi-| Cumberland, R. T 


: July 19. | 
|cal practice. Another who shares| welodrama in three acts (4 scenes) by | 
| the mother’s views is Ethel Himmel-| Violet Benton McClure; presented by The 
farb (Julia Lathrop), Max’s 30-year-| Lippitt Players. Staged by George Rich 
| * thane ST 9 w . ardson Setting, Dick Burgess, At the 
old spinsterish sister,'who always has | Lippitt theatre, Cumberiand, R. I., week | 
longed for, but never has met, a} of july 18, ‘39 
handsome blonde with whom she! Perkins...... ...Don MeKeraghan 
could find romance. Both women be-| Susan, Powers......sss0+++,: A100 Pann tie 
° a | * Haw Ss cneke elson Fontnea 
lieve that they have sacrificed them- | ae Pine: peeeress''' Ruaaet Tete 
selves to make a great scientist of the | Mary Clark. Marion Thompson 
| young doctor and they resent any in-| Sadie Higginbotiom....... Eve Rene 
| terest that might upset the routine) eo he D ae oe 
- . ) rers vee nN irgess 
| of their lives. ; Tony Cerio PEAT Edward Hamel 
Author Sidney Lieberman plants | Colonel Adams = jeorge Richardson 
| this story with sparkling wit and a| Ivan_Koronski........ Frank Mosier 
light touch. In addition, he weaves] Mr. Eivingston....... ae 
; : . ° Mr. 3 vey 7 elson o ea 
_ into his yarn brigkt characteriza- | Mrs. Browne -ee.ee.Mrs. Curtis Millar 
tions by minor players. The opening] Glen Cary. Frank Boyce 
scene, in which a number of Bronx} Marvin Brown : Frank Ringe | 
dialectitians are seen and heard in-| etapa age anes ene Rcrctrme4 
formally in the medico’s reception! jonn Margot William) Flynn 
room, evokes numerous bellylaughs. | Fred Cerio... : Maurice Murphy 
Most of the dialog is handled by| Henry Johnson......... 4 poo oa 
Miss Klein, who interprets each new] wWia Vinge Allee’ Paquette 
Situation in terms of some film she} ruth Carson Albina Cimini | 
has seen. Also, she gets most of t | June Baker Madelon Furlong | 
e . 
meaty lines, of which there is a, Jane Rickey. aoa hee 
4 Margaret Leland Beatrice Petisie 
generous supply, as when she says to Morothy Sawyer. Rosemary Thomason 
her daughter: ‘You're not yourself to-| Jane Siller....... Gloria Carpenter 
day—and still there’s no improve- —_—— 
ment!” Rita Rhoni (Mrs. Tony Can- ‘Boomerang’ will -impl boomer- 


zoneri) is attractive in several small| ang in its present form, but it does! 


| 
York | trade during 


|dreds on 


| losses are incurred they are paid by 


Production leaves little to be de-| William Rorick, Boyd Davis, Katha- 
sired, either by the critical or those | rine Raht and Mildred Dunnock were 
less so. The cast enthusiastically | also liked. 
puts the opera across, and the direc-’ 
tion of Frank St. Leger is firm and 
demanding. The ovation at the 
close of the opening show had the 
audience tossing flowers by the hun- 
the stage. They were 

ass y ‘ls betwe r 
— out by girls between the two ‘No Time For Comedy’ 
_ No expense was spared in bring-! Francis Lederer. 
ing in a top cast or in producing set-| followed Laurence 
tings. The organization sponsoring 
the festivals is non-profit, and if an 





B’way Legit Followup 











who this week 
Olivier in the 
male lead of ‘No Time For Comedy,’ 
Yj at the Ethel Barrymore, N. Y., in 
some ways improves the general 
Denver merchants and others. | performance. The Ay of a 
Natalie Hall, back for her second | newcomer seems to put the other 
year, Naving appeared in ‘Merry | players on their toes, and, as a re- 
Widow’ here, has a heavy part and | sult, the S. N. Behrman comedy has 
does it justice. Hilda Burke and|a4 keener edge than it has had for 
Richard Hale, the jester and strolling | weeks 
songster, put zest in two important I ~ ee ; a oe 
voles. Anna Kaskas and Mark|. & lerer isn't as smooih as Olivier 
Daniels do two of the unpopular | i the part and he lacie some of the 
parts in a way to boost their own| atter’s footlight personality, but his 
popularity with the audience. | performance is clear and direct, in 


Charles Kullman is a convincing | COMtrast to the obvious theatrical 
Colonel Fairfax, and Clair Kramer, | i¢ks that had crept into Olivier's 
Arthur Anderson and John Jameson | F/aying. His light comedy isn't as 


| deft as Olivier’s, but his fits of tem- 
per are better handled. And if he 


deliver well. 
The chorus, mostly localites, are 





well trained. Many of them have | )as trouble with his accent, he keeps 
| been rehearsing for months, and the |!t from becoming intrusive. All 
results show it. in all, his performance probably 
isn't as skillful as Olivier’s was at 
the opening, but it’s better than 


Olivier’s had become. 

Katharine Cornell, whose playing 
has aroused sharp differences of 
Opinion among theatrical people, is 
vastly better than at the opening. 
In fact, to the spectator who has 
seen the play several times, her per- 


Symph Needs 146 More 


Cleveland, July 25. 
Although $75,000 has been col- 
lected or pledged for maintenance of 


parts and Maury Tuckerman, Ethel! present possibilities which | 


could be| the Cleveland Symph next season, 


drawn out. 


| Stealer, 


Colby and Rhys Williams are effec- 
tive in supporting roles. 
Aside from a choppy action, there 


| are only two spots in which there is 


a definite letdown. These occur in 
the opening scene of the second act 
ahd in the second and closing scene 
of the last act. The latter is too 
: However, careful doctor- 
ing should cure the ills. 

The outstanding individual per- 
formance was that of Ann Brody 
(the Jewish mother in the original 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’). A sure show 
she scores numerous. solid 
laughs in her two small parts. 

Gilb. 


,enlarged and turned to advantage. | fund is still $35,000 short of figure 
| Hollywood may find the plot to its|set. Goal of $110,000, however, as- 
liking, since it deals with the current) sured of being reached through cam- 


world-wide war scare and an expose | paign by Thomas L. Sidlo, head of 
of munition manufacturers methods. | cnonsors, who so far has lined up 


| Broadway, however, will demand aj 


“stepping up of pace, pruning of ap- | 2:383 backers, nearly 10 times more | 


parently superfluous situations and a, than last two previous years. 

| bolstering of the entire piece. Its; Symphony also showed profit for 
main drawback is the obviousness) last season, during which it played 
/of its climax. Presentation was also; 123 concerts, 91 of them in Severance 
hurt by drafting of local talent. ._ |Hall here and 32 on tour. Total 


Principals are an ambitious muni-| q é; a 
: |draw of a. y 2 
‘tions manufacturer, Join Powers! 181,147 was registered for 


| (Dick Burgess), whose only interest | 1937-'38, according to annual state- 
is a son at college; his sister, Susan, Ment released by C. J. Vosburgh, 
Powers (Alice Hepburn), president! manager of orchestra 





formance is steadily growing more 
relaxed, more expansive, lighter and 
yet deeper in understanding. Her 
third act, which was always her 
| best, is better than ever, while her 
| earlier scenes now have confidence 
and conviction. Hers isn’t a comedy 
| performance, but it has humor, sin- 
| cerity and eloquent tenderness. 

| John Williams is excellent in @ 
| Supporting role, Margalo Gillmore 
italicizes the shallowness of the 
| other woman,” while Robert Flem- 
yng scores a delicious bullseye in a 
brilliantly-written comedy bit. Un- 





like most hits, ‘No Time For Com- 
| edy’ seems to improve the longer : 
Hobe. 


runs, 
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Equity Pay Jump Still in Committee, 
But Looks Unlikely to Go Through 





Proposal to raise the minimum | 
pay of legit actors from $40 to 75 | 
weekly is still in the hands of the 
committee to which it was referred 
Jast spring. Those n-* in favor of | 
the plan are expectant that the re-' 
port will not be favorable when 
tendered early in the fall. Some 
Equity leaders who are opposed fear 
that such a radical move might not 
only lower the amount of produc- 
tion, but would also give the asso- 
ciation plenty to worry about. 

What occurred in the Yiddish the- } 
atre is cited. Unions virtually mow 


trol that field and there are now 
so many rules and requirements by 
the managements that this type of 
theatre has steadily dropped to- 
wards the vanishing point. Member- 
ship books are virtually closed and 
when newcomers are admitted to 
the union they must await their 
turn, for engagements in the Yiddish 
theatre are largely a matter of senor- 
ity. 

"Scions of leading Yiddish players 
were able to get some concession !n 
the matter of appearances in the 
lower East Side theatres, but others 
tired of being on the waiting list. 
They were so restricted that most 
entered the Broadway legit field, 
some reaching stardom won strength 
of performance over which the 
downtown unionists shrugged their 
shoulders. 

Were the minimum in legit raised 
to nearly double the present level, | 
it is predicted there would be a 
rush of applicants to Equity from 
other fields where the wage is not 
comparable. Only way to prevent 
such an infiltration would be to up 
the initiation fee, if not the dues, to 
such an extent that ringers would be 
stopped. Initiation to the = stage 
hands union in New York is so dif- 


- ficult that is virtually impossible and 


thousands are on the waiting list. 
Percentage of unemployment is one 
reason, new members not being 
wanted. Scenic artists employer- 
employee union also has an exces- 
sive rate, strictly regarded as pro- 
tective. Same applies to some other 
stage unions and in effect they have 
closed shop: but Equity has gone on 
record as being against that policy. 

At this time, however, Equity can- 
not change its policy, having an 
agreement with the managers not to 
do so. Pact, however, expires in 
September. Actors association has | 
given no indication of renewal as-| 
sent, but the $75 minimum proposal 
will have to be decided on before 
extension of the agreeme:.t can be 
considered. 





‘Payment’ Poor $5,200 
In Denver’s Worst W’k 


Denver, July 25. 

Two scllouts saved ‘Payment De- 
ferred’ f<om a disastrous week at the 
Elitch tuneatre here last week. Play 
drew the lowest gross of the season 
so far. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Payment Deferred, Elitch (1.575; 
$1.25). Hot weather held gross down 
te $5,200. Current, ‘Susan and God.’ 


Drake Heads Copley 


Charles N. Drake, who took over 
the direction of the Richard Copley 
concert office in N. Y. following 
Copley’s death recently, has acquired 
the business and will continue it 
under the old name. 

Drake and Copley were business 
associates for 25 years, both having 
been connected with the Wolfsohn 
Bureau before the war. 














Coates’ Coast Concerts | 


Hollywood, July 25. | 


Albert Coates, English symphony | 


| theatre 


}ing a whale of a biz and could cor 





‘Women’ Hefty, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, July 25. 

Strongest attraction at the Brigh- 
ton since its opening was ‘The 
Women,’ which played last week to 
socko a.endance. 

Current is ‘What a Life,’ with 
Ezra Stone getting top billing. 
‘Primrose Path’ due next week. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘The Women,’ Brighton (1,400; $1). 
Best so far at this seashore house. 
Excellent $5,500, 


HAYES’ COAST 
TRYOUT B. 0. 
SMASH 





Gilbert Miller’s stunt of initially 
showing Hecht-McArthur’s ‘Ladies 
and Gentiemen,’ starring Helen 
Hayes, on the Coast, promises to be 
one of the most successful tryouts 
in years. Attendance in San Fran- 


cisco indicates that the four and one- | Byram Shores, John Clarke, A. J. 
in California | Herbert, 
operating | Bolte, 
| profit, despite the transportation cost | Playhouse, Greenwich, Conn. 


half 
will 


weeks booking 


show a= material 


from and back to New York. 


Inside reports from Frisco indicate | Conklin, Donald Foster, Eula Guy, 


a difference of opinion over the play 
among showmen who witnessed a 
performance, That 
plained because the type of part 
played by Miss Hayes, who enacts a 
pert girl witness at a murder trial, 
is widely divergent from the charac- 
terizations which have marked her 
stardom. 

Big Frisco Biz 

San Francisco, July 25, 

Legit 

trend in Frisco. 
ample of the improvement is ‘Ladies 


jand Gentlemen,’ the new Ben Hecht- 


Charles 
closed 


MacArthur play, which 
to sellout biz at the Curran 

Saturday (22), 
two of the biggest weeks this house 
has ever seen, 

Next door, ‘Tobacco Road,’ sans 
b.o. names, has built steadily during 
its five weeks here after a negligible 
opening. It’s slated to remain here 
until Aug. 7, when it will make way 
for ‘Swing Mikado.’ 


is definitely on the upward | 
Most striking ex- | 





| 





| 
} 
| 


| 
| 


may be ex-| 
| Theatre, 


completing | 


‘Swing Mikado,’ which played to | 


capacity business on Treasure Island | 


until it was shuttered following the 
Government clamp-down of the Fed- 


eral Theatre, will be privately 
backed whea it reopens on the main- 
land. Paul Posz, local impresario, | 


| handled the deal. 


‘Folies Bergere,’ now in its 14th 
week in the California Auditorium 
on Treasure Island, leaves Wednes- 
day, Aug. 2, to make way for a new 
‘Folies Bergere’ show direct from 
Paris. The current show is still do- 


tinue for some time at the Fair. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Curran 

(2d week) (1.770; $3.30). Standee 


wrights Hecht 
been trying to rewrite the ending so 
as to keep star Helen Hayes on the 
stage for the final curtain. Socko 
$30,000. 


lattendance at all perfarmances. Play- | 
and MacArthur have | 


‘Tobacco Read,’ Geary (5th week) 


(1,550; $1.65). Excellent $7,000. Play 
got some good newspaper publicity 
when management invited members 
of the local ‘Blindcraft’ organization 
to be its guests last week. 
TREASURE ISLAND 
‘Cavalcade ef Golden West,’ Caval- 
cade (21st week) (5,000; $1.10). Pick- 





First Love 





San Francisco, July 25. 

Ben Hecht and Charles Mac- 
Arthur appeared in the Civic 
Tneatre production of their ‘Front 
Page’ at a midnight performance 
at the San Francisco Press Club 
Saturday (22). delen Hayes wit- 
nessed the play, which was 
staged foiiowing the final curtain 





which Miss Hayes and Herbert 
Marshall were costarred here. 
Barney Gould directed the 
newspaper play, with Hecht and 
MacArthur playing a pair of leg- 


‘Whiteoaks’ Breaks Mark 
At Maplewood With 7'1,G 


Maplewood, N. J., July 25. 











men Ethel Barrymore in ‘Whiteoaks’ 
‘ | broke all house records at the 
| Maplewood here, last week. with 
E ey houses at practically, = 
performances and standees at the 
ngagements matinees. 
PR ag is ‘Seventh Heaven’ with 
Martha Scott, Edward Everett | ©Parles Farrell. 
Horton, Kenneth Treseder, Murial|] sm, ~Stimaée for Last Week ; 
Williams. ‘Sprincti for H “t Whiteoaks, Maplewood = ‘1.420; 
Ss, springtime for Henry,’ | $1). New high of $7,500 for eight 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. | performances 


Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale, 
Ethe] Morrison, Edgar Kent, Esther 
Mitchell, Perry Wilson, Richard 
Waring, Wyman Kane, Philip Tonge, 





CHILDREN’ OK 


Newport Casino Theatre, Newport, 
R. I. 
Jessie Royce Landis, Fay Wray, 
Margaret Callahan, Grant Mills, 9 


George Macready, Jessamine New- 
comb, Kathryn Givney, Joseph 
Macaulay, A. H. Van Buren, Virginia 
Dunning, ‘Indian Summer,’ Lake- 
wood Theatre, Skowhegan, Me. 
Joyce Arling, James McColl, 


Chicago, July 25. 

Last week the John Barrymore 
show, ‘My Dear Children.’ was alone 
in the Loop; this week it’s alone in 
the entire city, for the Civic theatre 
stock has quit for at least four 
weeks, with the layoff reportedly 
caused not by poor business but by 
the inability to obtain suitable 


Bernard 
‘Boy Meets 


Doriss, 
Girl,’ 


Charles 
Temple 


Harold Moulton, Ann Loring, Hal 


names. 
Civic finished three fine weeks 
Philip Truex, Nancy Kimberly,| with ‘Seventh Heaven,’ headlining 


Barrie Wanless, Paul Talbot, How- 
ard Turner, ‘Topaze,, Monomoy 
“hatham, Mass. 

Jamie Heron, Larry Gates, Betty 
Stewart, Bedelia Falls, William Hol- 


Francis Lederer and Margo. House 
has been acquiring a steady patron- 
age and should pick up again where 
it left off when it resumes. 

The Barrymore show once more 


indicated stayin ower. Nothin 
lenbeck, Erik Walz, Paul Gange, | else in the oiine bse the Loop until | 
‘We'll Take the Highroad,’ Barter | after Labor Day from present indi- 
Theatre, Abingdon. Va. | cations. 
Royal Beal, Phyllis Thaxter, Estimates. for Last Week 
Arthur Anderson, ‘Bachelor Born,’| “My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (11th 


week) (1,000; $2.75. Held to $11.000 
again, fine considering the run and 
the weather. 


Keene Theatre, Keene, Vt. 
Robert Harris, James Todd, Wil- 





|liam Mowry, Rosemary’ Carver, Revival 
Bobby Readick, Sherrard Pollard,| ‘geyenth WHeaven, Civic (800: 
Blake Johnson, Gene Kern, ‘Ghost | $2.20), Folded Saturday (22) after 


Town.’ Bass Rocks Theatre, Glouces- | three excellent weeks, taking nifty | 


ter, Mass. | $6,500 for the final session. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Word from his farm in Wisconsin is to the effect that Alfred Lunt is 
recovering from arthritis, but he uses a cane except for short distances. 
Several years ago he suffered from the same complaint an arm then being 
affected. He and Lynn Fontanne were appearing in ‘Meteor’ and the 








| star played with the painful wing in a sling. Audiences thought that was 


part of the business during the first act, but were puzzled when in the 
second act, supposed to be two years later, Lunt came on with the same 
sling. No attempt at explanation was made, but show’s engagement was 


only of moderate length, it being one of the few exceptions when the | 


Lunts did not appear in a long stayer. 
Lunts’ plans for the fall are but partially set. 


Only other booking 
is Baltimore, Oct. 16, requiring another jump to the east. Latter spot will 
also be on subscription, for the first time in four years. 





Erin O'Brien Moore, now fully recovered from burns sustained last 
winter, will make her first professional appearance since then in the Rudy 
Vallee radio program Thursday (27). She was due in last week's broad- 
cast with Lawrence Olivier, but the rights to a short story which was to 
have been enacted could not be secured from the Saturday Evening Post, 
which printed the yarn. Olivier went on with a substitute script. 

Also on this week’s Valiee program are Alice Marble, the tennis star, 
who will be interviewed, and Carmen Miranda, the Brazilian chanteuse, 


making her second appearance on the air. 


ing up. Got around $23,000, big. 
‘Foties Bergere,’ California Audi-| 
torium (14th week) (3,300; 75c). 


About $22,000. 


Hayes’ 30G in L.A. 

Los Angeles, July 25. 
With a virtual sellout for scheduled 
two weeks engagement, Helen Hayes 
opened the new legit season at the 
Biltmore here Monday (24) with 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen.’ On basis of 
early advance looks like an eas 


conductor, is here for four appear- | $30,000 on the first stanza, with as 


ances at the Hollywood Bowl, signed 


f a a A 
12, ite atte ie of years is scheduled for Friday | 





(Week of July 24) 





‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Helen 
Hyaes, Herbert Marshall)—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Tébaecs Road’—Geary, San Fran- 


Cisco, 


| 
| 


Current Roadshows 


much in sight for second week. 
First stock in Los Angeles in num- 





Sebastian (Buster) Romer, who died of a heart attack at the age of 48 
at his home in Merrick, L. I., last week was among the most quiet but best 
known boxoffice treasurers on Broadway. He was at the Gaiety in the 


lush days of that former legit house, including the runs of ‘Lightnin’’ 


|*Turn to the Right,’ after being transferred there from the New Amster- 


(28) when Henry W. Warner, lessee | 


of Mayan, presents the Henry War- 
ner Players in ‘That Ferguson Fam- 
lv. New show is scheduled every 
two weeks, second on tap being ‘It’s 
a Wise Child.’ Harvey H. Hart is 
manager-producer and Byron Aldenn, 
director. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Laber Pains,’ Musart (350-$1.65). 


dam. When the Gaiety went into stock burlesque, Romer switched to the 
Fulton and was at the Center from the opening of “The American Way.’ 

His son, Lawrence, is scheduled to be wed this month. 

‘The American Way,’ which resumed at the Center, N. Y., last week, | 
has the same cast and ensemble set-up as originally in point of numbers. 
During the five weeks’ lay-off 15 players acceptea summer theatre jobs, 
but all were replaced. Cast ieads, with Fredric March starring. are intact. 

Best attendance performance last week was Wednesday’s matinee which 
has a $2.20 top. Out-of-towners were preponderant then and at night per- 
formances. 





Lois January, who is making her first appearance on Broadway warbling 
in ‘Yokel Boy.’ Majestic, is a Texan, but was educated in California. First 


| professiona] work was in films, while her stage training was gained at the 


Garment Workers Union legiter, got’ 


away to slow start for possible $900 
on first six days, but sellouts to vari- 
ous unions begin this week and take 
wilf be upped 


Pasadena Playhouse. Prior to the present engagement, Miss January 
worked in the picturized version of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ (M-G. to be re- 
leased in late August. 

She is a cousin of May Wirth, former equestrienne star. 





‘The Boys from Syracuse,’ which ran 29 weeks at the Alvin, N. Y., grossed 
a total of $700,000, and its reputed net profit was $90,000. Had it played 
beyond June 10, the musical may have spanned summer, as business took 
an upturn from then on. 


‘Syracuse’ is due on tour in the fall with the original cast. 


They will start the The- | 
atre Guild’s subscription season in Washington Oct. 2 with ‘The Taming | 
I- | of the Shrew,’ going to the U. of Wisconsin, Madison, Oct. 9 for three days, 
| then completing the week at the Pabst, Milwaukee. 


| week). 
and | 


“ Fair's Visitors Still Boost B way; 
‘Abe’ Dives to 76, ‘Hellz Tops At 
306, Way’ $23,500, ‘Paris’ $23,000 


of ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ in ¥/ 
| 


_ Third week of July saw further 
improvement on Broadway. Show- 
men do not now figure the N.Y. 
World's Fair will depress survivors 
through the balance of the summer. 

Improvement accompanied the 
rise in Wall Street but the stock 
market was not a factor in the legit 
hike. That was proved by the fact 
that audiences were mostly made up 
of visitors. There are small ad- 
vance sales, usual at this period, 
ticket purchases being rarely more 
than a day or two before perfcrm- 

ances, since most out-of-towners are 
here for a limited time. 

There was one pronounced drop, 
| ‘Abe Lincoln’ diving from $15,000 to 
| $7,000. That is explainable by the 
withdrawal of Raymond Massey 
{from the lead, star leaving for 
| Hollywood to appear in the film ver- 
/ sion, 
| Four shows out of the current 11 
exceeded $20,000, while two or three 
|others registered around $15,000. 
|The resumed “The American Way’ 
got $23,500 at the Center and while 
that probably bettered an even 
break, more had been expected after 
the midweek matinee sold out. 
| ‘Hellzapoppin’ returned to its 
| Standee gait, around $30,000; ‘Streets 
| of Paris’ is credited with a new high, 
| quoted around $23,000, $5,000 up 
|from the previous week, and ‘Phila- 
| delphia Story’ approached $20,000. 
|‘Yoke! Boy’ picked up while ‘No 
, Time for Comedy’ and ‘Little Foxes’ 
, Showed goodly profits. 
| Saturday (22) trade was surpris- 
|}ingly strong, further proof that out- 
| of-towners are going to the theatre. 
| Weather was clear and cool, latter 
| condition being a favorable break. 
| On that day ‘From Vienna’ drew its 
best takings and showed an operat- 
ing profit on the week. 

Estimates for La.t Week 
| ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 

(41st week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Gross 
| dropped 50% after Raymond Massey 

left cast; that was the estimated de- 
| cline: around even break at $7,000. 
| ‘HeWzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
| (36th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Back 
|to capacity all performances with 
standees at most shows; rated over 
$30,000. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
| (15th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). 
Francis Lederer replaced Lawrence 
| Olivier «Katharine Cornell starred) 
'Monday (24); takings quoted over 
| $15.000, some betterment. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (6th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Runner-up 
to ‘Hellzapoppin’ among musicals; 
spurted to around $23,000 last week, 
best to date. 

| “Phe American Way,’ Center (22d 
|} week) (D-3,433; $3.30). First week 
| of resumed engagement encouraging, 
though not comparable with early 
| portion of engagement; $23,500, sec- 
|ond best gross on Broadway. 

‘Little Foxes,’ National 
week ‘D-1,164; $3.30). 
(22) attendance strong 

weathei a factor; 
strong $13,000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(18th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Climbed 
again and in the big money; rated 
| close to $20,000. 
| “Tobaeco Road,’ Forrest (294th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Manage- 
| ment expectant of show staying into 
| November, when ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
record would be reached; around 
$4,000 to some profit. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (4th week) 
| (M-1,717; $3.30). Some improvement, 
| but needs more to operate profitably: 





' 





(24th 

Saturday 
with cool 
approximated 


second full week approximated 
$15,000. 
ADDED 

‘From Vienna,’ Music Box (6th 
week). Refugee revue perked some- 
what to around $5,000 and showed 
operating profit; previously, spon- 
sors balanced the weekly budget; 
modest top, $2.20. 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (86th 
Went close to $7,000, further 
improvement and fairly profitable 
for trade unionists’ revue; $1.(3 top. 





“BLOSSOM TIME’ NIFTY 


$11,500 IN LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, July 25. 

Winding up the third week of 
summer operettas at Iroquois Am- 
phitheatre, ‘Blossom Time’ was rated 
the outstanding production thus far 
in the series. 

Leads were handled well by Char- 
lotte Lansing and Roy Cropper. The 
role of Franz Schubert was sung by 
Clifford Newdahl, and Mitzi by 
Helen Arnold, E. Romaine Simmons 
staged. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Blessom Time,’ Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre ‘3,400; $1.50). Thursday (20) 
performance rained out. but extra 
show Sunday (23) added and it was 
well advertised on radio and in 
Louisville Times. Good press reac- 
tion and word-of-mouth helped ex- 
ceed previous week with $11,500. 
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Broadway 


Beryl Mercer critically ill on the 
Coast. 

J. Parker Read, veteran producer, 
jn town from Cuba. 

Boys prepping for opening of the 
Saratoga season, 

Jack Leventhal seriously ailing in 
Polyclinic hospital. 

Frances Welch torching at Jimmy 
Dwyers Sawdust Frail. 

ITOA exhibs make whoopee up the 
Hudson tomorrow (Thurs. ). 

Jack Karr, of the Toronto Star, 
in town for star interviews, 

Jake Milstein may Atlantic Clip- 
per to Europe on Saturday. 

Hugh Huber, Hal Roach studio 
exec, in from Coast for 10 days. 

Skin-grafting operation on Lou 
Clayton's schnoz again failed to take. 

Leonard Harper out as producer 
of stage shows at the Harlem 
Apollo. 

Moe Siegel and George Sherman, 
of Republic, back to the Coast to- 
night. 

Walter Gould planes for South 
America July 30 to look over U. A. 
exchanges. 

Ike Lisbon, Cincinnati theatre ope- 
rator, in for product confabs with 
Jules Levy. 

Herb Forster, head of Western 
Electric publicity, off on a fishing 
trip in Canada. 

Edward Everett Hale, WPA con- 
tact for Equity, ordered to take two- 
week rest by doctor. 

Julia Marlowe, the oldtime legit- 
er, has been living in Cairo, Egypt, 
in quiet retirement. 


Lou Diamond returned from the | 


Coast Monday (24) after ogling indie- 
made shorts that Par may release. 
Son of Ben Rubens, who is George 
(Red) McKay's brother, conducting 
the Sportman’s bar and cafe at the 
Fair. 
Marilyn Barry. wife of Paramount’s 


Jack Barry, is having her first play | 


tried out in summer stock at Litch- 
field, Conn. 

Earle Hammons finished fourth in 
the Larchmont vacht races, with 
plenty of boats tailing him in the 
competition. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 


Universal, is due in from Europe to- | 
about a | 


day (Wednesday)  aitei 


month abroad. 


John Root, the scene designer. and | 


Margaret Mullen (Root), legit actress, 
back from a month's stay at Cape 
Cod and Westport, 

Joseph Burstyn (of Mayer & Bur- 


styn), foreign film distrib, due back | 


from Europe today (Wed.) after an 
eight-week buving trip. 

Barney Balaban, Joe Unger and 
Alec Moss leaving tomorrow for 
Niagara Falls to attend 
Piayers-Canadian meeting, 

Lot of distributor and theatre men 
planning to go up to Gloversville, 
sary shindig next week. 

Samuel Goldwyn says he’s ‘tickled’ 

Fred Storm, former U. P. ecor- 
respondent, is now ‘on the other side 
ef the ‘ 
p.a. 
Eddie Buzzell and Norman Krasna 
advanced their European vacash 
sailing to vesterday (Tues.), after a 
hectic 24 hours to rush through their 
Passports 

Jess DeAngelis is now in charge 
of the billposting company of her 
late husband, Phil, and has closed 
a deal with 20th to handle papering 
on ‘Stanley and Livingsione.’ 

ASCAP imprints on its postal can- 
cellation machine the legend, ‘Jus- 
tice for Genius’, as a constant mes- 
Sage and reminder of its legislative 
fights for copyright protection 

Billy Rose hasn't missed a trick at 

his Aquacade—audibly plugs Ches- 
terfield cigs (for a fee), shills for his 
Diamond Horseshoe nitery in town, 
sells souvenirs, ete. Biz terrific. 
: Colleen Moore's doll house, play- 
Ing repeat engagement at Macy's, 
Promises to break attendance rec- 
ords for this type display. 
0-mouth by Fair visitors a reason. 

One of the nicest foreign pavilion 


fence nm « hic iCoaldwvyn's 
sence as rls ({UQiawyns 


restaurants at the Fair is the Argen- | 


tine. where Benito Collada, boss of 
Chico, in the Village. runs it for 
the Argentine government. They 
don’t throw the tood at you as they 
do in the- overly popular French 
Pavilion, which is getting a bad 
word-of-mouth for that reason. 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 


_Mario Villani again directing mu- 
sit and entertainment at the Anchor- 
age. 

Charley Tindel. of 

ought a 16-foot boat. 

Jack Lynch flew to Chicago last 
week on a mystery errand. 

Mort Goldstein, former rep in 


WCAU, has 


Ingapore for Columbia Pictures, in | 


own. 

John Paul Weber and Lee Vines 
doing a new nightly 
roundup on WIP. 
oft: Roscoe F. Faunce. wife of 
~cean City, N. J.. exhib, convalesc- 
ae. a Philly hospital. 

ce Dillon, WPEN, Night Club of 

e Air spieler, combined birthday 
celebration Saturday with his eighth 
anni in radio. 

, oeorge S. Kovach, recently man- 
“ger of Hotel 10 Park avenue, New 
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| Carlton here last week. 

Jack Lexey promoting a Jean 
|} Arthur Fan club ; ad 
| Arthur an ciub at his Broadway 
theatre, with org to hold monthly 
|; meetings at the house. 
| Ward Wheelock, prez of 
weneyv basrinsg }.° 


the ad 


’ 


Aathaee Merv hacaiey 


chairman for Davis Cup challenge 
rounds at Merion Cricket club 
Sept. 2-4. 

Eugene Ormandy, Philly Orch con- 
ductor, must keep his baton-waver 
{in a sling for eight weeks while re- 
cuping at Camden, Me., from recent 
| operation. 

| Bill Fletcher, former director of 
the old Academy Players, is direct- 
ing Haubert theatre, strawhatter at 
Newfoundland, Pa.. where Mae Des- 
mond is doing the starring. 

Betty Lee, Immaculata college 
,8rad, left for San Francisco, 
|where she will appear with Ger- 
| trude Hoffman girls in Clifford 
| Fischer's ‘Folies’ at Treasure Island. 

‘ack Greenberg, exhib and former 
, secretary of the Film Board of 
| Trade, recuping from an emergency 
| appendectomy. 


| 


Dorothy Parker in for vacation. 
_ Ina Souez, Colorado prima donna, 
in Paris. 

Jean Murat, resting at Antibes - 
| ° at Antibes e 
tween pictures. 

Nayan Pearce, 





' 
| American singer 
|} and dancer, in from London. 

| Charles Martinelli reelected presi- 
| dent of the Union des Artistes, 

| John McCormick, of Leland Hay- 
| ward office, back to New York. 

| Ambassadeurs closed for the sea- 

son (July 8). 
{ ber. 
| Michele Morgan and Jean Gabin. 
'who teamed together in ‘Quai des 
| Brumes,’ will be seen in ‘Remorques.’ 
| ‘Contessions of a Nazi Spy’ (WB), 
playing to full houses simultaneous- 
ly at the Max Linder, the Apollo 
| and the Cesar. 
| Viennese Operetta, ‘The White 
Mountain,’ by Robert Stolz. will be 
Staged at the Chatelet next season 
| by Maurice Lehmann. 
| Jack Forrester back from London, 
where he reportedly got financial 
backing for his new film, ‘Dedee 
| d’Anvers,’ with Marlene Dietrich. 

French screen comic, Roland Tou- 
tain, seriously injured when auto he 
was riding in overturned just out- 
| side of Antibes. Taken to Nice hos- 
pital. 

Lida Barova, Czech film actress, 
because of whom Goebbels received 
beating, is in town. Rumored she 
| will go to Italy. where Vittorio Mus- 
solini has promised to star her. 

Grace Moore off to Cannes for 
|month’s rest. Will sing at Geneva 


Reopens in Septem- 


| August 13 and then -back to Paris | 


for ‘Louise’ pic premiere in Sep- 
| tember. followed by performance at 
the Paris Opera. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 


Eloise Bieber at Pocono Manor 
Inn, 

Ouidoor picture spots mushroom- 
ing. 

Buck Hil) Plavers to present Frank 


Vesper’s ‘Love fron a Stranger’ 
July 28. 

Russell Bros.’ ‘third largest circus 
in U.S.’ did only fair biz here last 
week (21). 

Director Joseph P. Doyle of the 


Shawnee Players, calling for ama- 
teurs’ scripts. 
Gustave Blaii (Charley Ross) 


stopped over enroute to N.Y. to con- 
tact publishers for forthcoming book. 

‘So Long, Goodbye,’ original by 
Ruth and Lola Sunday, accepted by 
|Landt Trio for new music publish- 
ing venture. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Mrs. Dick Fortune. wife of Pres 
critic, coming around al}! right after 
serious operation. 

Milt Golden, son of former WB 
theatre manager. putting together a 
dance band for the fall. 

Sheridan 
| tarding convalescing at 
| hosp after serious illness. 
| George Pennington drum-beating 
| Park H. Martin’s GOP candidacy for 
!county commissionership. 
| ‘Jack Bowmen, dance 


Square manage Lyle 
Montefiore 


|}manager of the ballroom. 
Post-Gazette city editor Joe Shu- 
man vacationing 
Ike Shuman, at Bucks County, Pa. 
Charles Black, private secretary of 
ex-Senator Harris of theatre circuit 
bearing that name, was 82 last week. 
Harrv Kalmine’s chest ail puffed 
out, the result of twu big marlin he 
landed at Ocean City, Md., last week. 
Mrs. Eva Simon has gone to Holly- 
wood to spend a month with her 
son, S. Sylvan Simon, the Metre 
director 
Ruth Willock, ‘Miss Western Penn- 
sylvania,’ at Atlantic City last year, 
picked to represent entire state this 
summer. 


| 
| York, named manager of the Ritz- 


with his brother, | 


London 


| ee 
| Bernard Merivale left around 
$20.000. 
Una Wyte to Le Touquet, ai Casino 
Tr ee . - s s 


é + 


S ee walk, Sect. Se 
Lea Seidl on diet, bent on taking 
off 28 pounds in two months. 

Carroll Levis on weekend flying 
trip, covering Torino and Cannes. 

Kay Kimber may return here to 
star in West End show in the fall. 

Charles Urry out of Charles Tuck- 
er office and back with brother Len’s 
agency. 

Jack Oliphant latest picture thea- 
tre owner. Has bought a smallie in 
Brighton, 

_ Charles Woolf went for an estate 

in Newbury to house his entire staff 

in case of war. + 

| Sam Wilson, local act, doing a ver- 
batim takeoff of George Givot and 

| getting bookings. 

Louis Levy to Cannes for short 
| vacation, then comes back to do a 
coupla pictures at Pinewood. 

Before leaving for the Continent 
Marlene Dietrich negotiated with 
Metro to make a picture here. 

Lew Stone’s residence in the coun- 
try adjoins a golf course; he hasn't 
bought a golf ball in two years. 

Jack Forrester to Paris, but re- 
turning in a fortnight to resume ne- 
gotiations for Marlene Dieirich pic- 
ture, 
| Richard Ainley in cast of Bernard 
| Shaw’s ‘Major Barbara,’ which Ga- 
i briel Pascal is to make for Charles 
Woolf. 
| Irving Asher has been notified by 
| the Government to accommodate 30 





| children at his country house in case | 


‘of war. 

Music Corp. of America wants 
Darmorra Ballet for New York | 
show. Must sail Sept. 7, to open 


Sept. 30. 


Casino. New band being negotiated 
for next show, opening Aug. 7, but 
not yet set. 

Jack Durant having trial swim 
from Westminster to Putney Bridge 
jin training for his forthcoming 
Channel try. 

Alexander Korda _ interested in 
Germaine Oussey. for ‘Manon Le- 
scaut, which is scheduled to follow 
‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 

Toy and Wing go into Charles 
| Cochran’s Trocadero cabaret in Sep- 
| tember and likely to stay till show 
| closes next April. 

Tom Arnold making offer for Arts’ 
Theatre Club, 350-seater, if he can 
| get by the London County Council 
| theatre buildings regulations, 

Nicholas Brodszky may go to Hol- 

Ivwood for Paramount as result of 

his work in ‘French Without Tears’ 

and ‘Live and Let Live’ for Par over 
here. 

| Rumered London Hippodrome’s 
| second edition of current revue, 
‘Black and Blue.’ will be titled “Black 
Velvet’ and will have practically 
same cast. 

A number of film players gave 
| their services free for the making 
| of short National Service propaganda 


films, produced at Ealing Studios by | 


| Michael Balcon. 

| The residential club at Pinewood, 
| with swimming pool, colored lights 
!and all the trimmings, has been 
bought by Lloyd's to store its docu- 
ments in time of war. 

Jim Seymour, formerly scripter 
for Warner Bros., and now private 
| secretary to Joe Kennedy, American 
Ambassador in England, presented at 
Court to the King and Queen. 

Harry Lachman over to direct 
‘They Came By Night’ for 20th-Fox- 
Gainsborough, which stars Will Fyffe. 
Shooting starts July 27. Also likely 
to do film for Gaumont-British. 

Metro has rented spot at Watford, 
spending $10,000, to house entire staff 
in ease of war evacuation order. A 
FE. Abrahams is moving his 
over to Teignmouth, Devonshire 

Tommy Bostock and Wiiliam Mol- 
lison off to Blackpool to take a look 
at Jesse Matthews’ show, ‘I Can 
Take It.’ Mav be fixed up for Lon- 
don run at His Majesty’s theatre. 

London Coliseum’s new policy of 
repertory, with weekly changes, pre- 

| sented by Barry O’Brien, has been 
j}averaging $4.600 weekly. Contract 
extended for entire month cf Au- 
gust. 

Bert Hicks, husband of Adelaide 
Hall. taking over the Florida Bottle 
Club from Captain Halsey. Will! op- 

‘erate spot on same lines as Cotton 
Club. New York, and opens in Sep- 
tember 

The filming of ‘The Night of the 
Fire.’ starring Ralph Richardson and 
directed by Brian Desmond Hurst. 
necessitated the building of one of 
the largest sets ever erected at Den- 
ham. In the supporting cast are Mary 
Clare, Romney Brent, Henry Oscar. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


offices 


instructor, | 
has returned to Kennywood Park as | 


Fifi D’'Orsay currently at Brooklyn 
club, east side nitery. 

Marguerite Gwynne, graduate of 
Stephens College, Columbia, Mo., 
signed by Universal Pictures. 

Ray McQuillen, of Loew’s, ready- 

ing for appendectomy after recover- 
ing from malaria. He’s shed over 17 
pounds. 
| Harry Crawford, manager of Fan- 
chon & Marco’s downtown Ambassa- 
dor, vacationing on his farm in New 
York State. 


| Albert Hohengarten and Marvy 





Jack Harris not staying at Londen , 
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Blaitner are leads in ‘A Merchant of 
Yonkers,’ being presented by Town 
Sguare theatre. 

Jane Miller, chorine at Municipal 
theatre, wed to Jimmy Sorensen, 
non-pro. She will finish season at 
al fresco playhouse. 

Jimmy Harris, press agent at 
Loew's, has obtained commercial 
fiver’s license. He obtained private 
pilot’s license several years ago. 

Preem of dance suite composed by 
'Paul Nordoff and appearance of 
Nancy Hitch Fordyce, native singer, 


featured final concert of Little Sym- | 


phony of St. Louis in quadrangle at 
George Washington U. 


Charles Bennati, manager for the | 


Frisina circuit, Gillespie, Ill., trans- 
ferred to Shelbyville, Il., replacing 
Randolph Pedrucci, who has been 
upped to asst. booker for entire cir- 
cuit. Pio Pedrucei supplants Ben- 
nati, 





Otterson’s Co. 











‘(Continued from page 23) 


radio equipment, phonographs and 
phonograph supplies, under the new 


setup will take the name of the par- | 


ent company, being further identi- 
fied by the state in which they are 
located. For example, Wholesale 
‘ Radio, Inc., of New York, becomes 
Radio Wire Television, Inc., of New 
York. The 22 or more other units 
will be similarly renamed under the 
| new alignment. 

| Wholesale Radio Service is re- 
ported on substantial authority to 
| have shown a profit of more than 
$3,000,000 during the past fiscal year. 
| Under the old setup, it had a wholly 
|owned subsid, Transformer Corp. of 
America, which handles equipment 
| for radio stations and public address 
systems. “ 

Although not admitted officially, 
it is reported that one of the basic 
ideas behind the new vast merger 
is to have a wire network ready for 
television when and as it actually 
arrives. 


Radio Wire Television Corp. has | 


studios at 160 East 56th Street. 
Philadelphia Angle 
Philadelphia, July 25. 
Wire Broadcasting, Inc., has taken 
over Muse-Art Corp., of Philly, 
which supplies music by wire 
similarly to Muzak in New York. 
Wire Breadcasting, in fact, has 
sprung up as Muzak’s princival com- 
petitor, and will shortly expand its 


activities to Newark, Elizabeth, 
Washington, Baltimore, Boston, 
Pittsburgh and other _ principal 


eastern cities. 

The new music piping outfit has 
also set up another subsidiary here, 
Tele-Programs, Inc., of Pennsyl- 
vania. Reason for this additional 
company was not revealed, but Max 
Ingber, executive v.p. of Muse-Art, 
said that experiments are under way 
to determine the possibility of use of 
this network of leased wire for tele- 
vision broadcasts, It is pelieved that 
Tele-Programs has been set up to 
handle this service when it devel- 
oped. 

Svstem of sound broadcasting by 
wil which the new organization 

supplying restaurants, 
clubs and other establish- 
ments in Philly, was developed by 
Western Electric, Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., and Bell Laboratories. 


e, 
will use in 


hotels, 


Wire Broadcasting is now serving 
the Federal government building and 
Gardens on Parade at the World’s 
Fair. When it has compieted the 
buying of control and the setting up 
on other music-piping companies in 
principal cities, it plans to send out 
all iis programs from a central point 

‘ 


n one of the cities. It uses the ver- 


tical hill and dale method of record- 
Wire Broadcasting’s engineering 
taff consists of several men who 
were originally assigned to direct the 
research work for the Bell System 
and Western Electric. 

Muse-Art has been in 
here for a long time, but has very 
few customers, Muzak recently at- 
tempted to come into Philly, but 
gave up. It had already made a 
compromis with the Musicians 
Union, which in the final analysis 
controls the use of all such wire 
services here. Because of a city ordi- 
nance that all privete leased wires 
must be approved by an act of coun- 
cil, cauncilmen hesitate to go coun- 
ter to the wishes of the musicians 
and bring down on themselves the 
entire voting strength of organized 
labor in the city. 

Wire Broadcasting has eliminated 
a portion of its difficulties in getting 
an act through council by taking 
over Muse-Art, which already con- 
trols a quantity of leased wires, 


business 


LS 


Hollywood 


Hal Herman to Wichita. 
Robert E. Sherwood in from New 
York. 
| John McCormick back 


from Eu- 


| rope. 

| —" > ahi 
Morte Blue injured by falling 

horse, 


Johnny Singer joined Paul Savoy's 
agency. 

Harold Lloyd returned from N. Y. 
biz trip. 

Rube Goldberg in town on biz and 
pleasure. 

Susan Hayward on eastern per- 
sonal tour, 
| Mickey Bennett awarded solo fiy- 
ing license, 
| Ken Carpenter recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 

Pat Shanley new assistant manager 
of Plaza hotel. 
| Phil Selznick gives up operation 
| of It Cafe, Aug. 1. 
| Gov. Lloyd C. Stark of Missouri 
| Visiting Bob Burns. 
Martha Rave to Frisco for twe 
| 


weeks of personals, 

Frank Kelton back from Florida 
to represent Mills Music. 

Car! Laemmle improving after at- 
tack of acute indigestion. 

Gerd Oswald lining up Hollywood 
talent for films in France. 

Jack Roper making believe he's a 
pugilist for Universal cameras. 

Johnny Mack Brown vacationing 
with family at Yellowstone Park. 

Freddie Bartholomew goes to 
Frisco this week to address 15,000 
| Boy Scouts. 
| Gabe Yorke appointed chairman 
| of committee to plug Golden Jubilee 
of film industry. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


‘Bury the Dead’ is U. of Minnesota 
theatre’s final summer offering. 
| Joe Lacy, veteran advance man, 
back after two years in Hollywood. 
Ringling circus here Aug. 3 and 
4 for first engagement in two years. 
| Jack LaRue laid off here three 
days prior to Minnesota’s reopening. 
Bill Classen, 20th-Fox, recovered 
; from hospital siege and back on job. 
| W. M. Miller, Cloquet, Minn., ex- 
| hibitor, pilots airplanes for amuse- 
; ment. 
| Joe Fieldman, Universal salesman 








18 years, joined National Screen 
sales staff. 
Newest ‘Folies Bergere’ show 


booked into Orpheum 
route east from Coast. 

W. A. Steffes installing new sound 
equipment in his World theatre, 
which will reopen soon, 

Roy Schlentz, Gopher theatre 
manager, brought his dad back from 
Forth Worth, Texas, for visit. 

Molly McGuire, 16 years wit} 
Warner Brothers. office staff, resign- 
ing to join family in California. 

Harry Hirsch’s Gayety burlesque 
season opens Aug. 25 with road- 
shows supplementing house line. 

R. W. Wilson, formerly with Uni- 
versal in Canada, added to local 
sales staff to cover South Dakota. 

Ella Harrod back from New York 
as National Screen office manager, 
succeeding Kenneth Gray, resigned. 

Susan Hayward, ‘Beau Geste’ 
feminine lead, here with Terry De 
Lapp, Paramount studio publicity 
director, for invitation screening of 
film. 

Jack Thoma, Columbia exploiteer, 


Sept. 1 en 


here from Chicago working on 
‘Blondie Takes Vacation,’ ‘Clouds 
Over. Europe,’ ‘Golden Boy’ and 


‘Good Girls Go to Paris.’ 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Constance Worth writing Holly- 
wood memoirs. 

John Goulston, Greater Union. on 
biz trip to London, 

Tom Eslick plans to open his Luna 
Park venture in Brisbane this Sep- 
tember 

Joe McElligott has been placed in 

' charge of exploitation of the State, 
Melbourne, jor Greater Union. 

Charlotte Greenwood il] do short 
season in Brisbane for Williamson- 
Tait in ‘Leaning on Letty’ prior to 
Sydney premiere. 

Hinted that any standard form 
contract set by the Films Commis- 
sion in New South Wales will not 
include any reduction in 25% right 
of rejection U. S. product. 

Richard Crooks will do a season in 
South Africa on completing Austra- 
lian tour. Will be first visit. Crooks 
is currently meeting with success jn 
Sydney for Williamson-Tait. 

Condensed version of ‘The Drunk- 
ard,’ running 30 mins., will be spot- 
ted into Capitol, Sydney, by Greater 
Union shortly. It’s a new idea in 
presentation for a pic house. 

That Hoyts-G. U. T. merger deal 
was felt here almost immediately. 
A. Republic pic. ‘Woman Doctor,’ was 
spotted into Embassy, Sydney. same 
week following confirmation teup. 
Although Embassy is still under the 
Old General Theatres’ hookup, it’s 
the first time that a Republic pic has 
gone in, Product is handled here by 
British Empire Films, a unit con- 
nected with G. U. T. 
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House Reviews 








New York night clubs, enjoying all 
the ‘wicked’ pastimes. Comely lass 
concedes the governor may “4 —_ 
: but she is a modern girl, after all, 
(Continued from page 16) and entitled to her own opinion. The 
was sold on idea of helping vaud- | Gov. himself has a bad time facing | 
film stage comeback here. lthe cameras and his explanation of | 
Initial show, a pattern for those to’ how girls can go wrong found hilari- | 
follow, is laid out along the enter- ous response. 
tainment lines in vogue here when| Pathe shots of labor warfare tn 
the house first came into being. it) Harlan County, Ky., with camera 
comprises mainly Jack LaRue’s ‘Hol- | focusing on military preparations 
lywood Follies.’ Latter’s five acts,! and scenes of wounded in hospitals, 
however, are augmented by house, provide dramatic punch. Pathe also 
line, m.c., 18-piece orchestra, two} comes through with vital accounts | 
singers and an organist. The whole | of low-cost housing experiments in| 
adds up to a first-rate entertainment, | Indiana, wherein purchasers are 
setting a high standard which may, shown actually taking part in con- 
be hard to maintain. Difficulty | struction of homes; another inter- 
probably will be in _ obtaining | esting subject on migratory farmers | 
a sufficient supply of saiisfactory | homesteading in California under 
stage fare within the limited budget | difficult conditions, and C.1.O. strike 
necessitated by a 30c top admission | scenes at the Fisher Body plant in 
and the generally steep operating | Cleveland. Latter subject caught at- | 
nut. Also, there’s the even tougher | tempts of strikers to stop scabs from | 
problem of film product, inasmuch as/ entering plant, and mounted police 
the Paramount Northwest circuit op-| scattering and arresting strikers. | 
position has all the major stuff sewed| Metro has two timely foreign sub- | 
up. Under such circumstances the jects on the 150th birthday celebra- | 
weekly nut, which doesn’t include | tion of the French Republic and air 
rent, may be hard to crack. shots of Bastille Day parades, and 
There was a single performance Madrid reception of Italy’s Count 
opening night and it stretched out! Ciano on latter's visit to Gen. Franco. 
from 8:30 to midnight, with an addi- Cheetah racing at Aldershot, Eng- 
tional m.c., Cedric Adams, Star col-| land, provides a novel topic from 
umnist, and two speechmakers in-| Movietone. A Movietone millinery 
creasing the running time. Other-| show in Paris, described by Ilka 
wise, schedule will call for three! Chase, deals with military trend in 
stage shows a day, one in afternoon | skypiece decorations, cannons, planes 
and two at night. House was packed | and tanks forming the new motifs 
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at the opening. for milady’s headgear. 

It’s quite apparent the music will| Paramount injects novelties such 
be one of the theatre’s principal sell-| as competition between tobacco 
ing points. Jack Malerich, localite,| chanting auctioneers, their weird, 
who held a similar assignment at this | rapid-fire lingo hitting a good laugh 
house before, is not only a highly | pace: East Side mothers getting first 
efficient conductor, but also a show-/| vacations in the country, while hub- 
manly organist. The 18-piece orches- | bies stay home to take care of the 
tra on the elevated pit, under his! kids, and wedding scenes of Wrong- 
masterly handling, sweeps through; way Doug Corrigan.* Latter closed 
several lively and showy selections | with effective trick shot of the happy | 
with the volume, authority and ef-!/ pair taking off on their honeymoon 
fects of a symphony unit several| in a plane flying backwards. 
times its size. It also plays the show Minor topics round out the reels. | 
nicely on the stage. ‘ . ———___ 

The two permanent singers who ‘ 
work with the band are Jean Arlen, 

a looker, and Joe Griffin, Irish tenor. Roxy, Salt Lake City 
Their pop contributions jell. Later 

in the program, Malerich appears at Salt Lake City, July 23. | 
the elevated console for a specialty Stepin Fetchit, Theda Loy, The 
consisting mainly of accompaniments | Four Glovers, Ted Waldman 

for audiencesinging of well-known | Sussie, Ken Phillips, Three Busy | 
songs, with the words flashed on the | Bees, Bill Floor’s house band (5), | 
screen. | ‘Little Pal’ (Mono) and ‘All-Ameri- | 

Lew Brock, the theatre’s m.c., has | can Sweetheart.’ 

a breezy personality, sells the acts 

capably and does effective bits of There’s a heterogenous assemblage 
stooging. The 12 Patricia Wynn/jof fleshers currently at the Roxy, | 
dancers, the theatre’s regular line,| lone vaudfilmer here. Bill, running | 
offering two numbers at separated} nearly 50 minutes, could have been | 
intervals, are decorative precision | spliced advantageously. Biz o.k. due | 
steppers who cavort through their | to holiday spirit enveloping burg for | 
simple routines moderately well. celebration of 92d anniversary since | 

Lots of good talent is in evidence | arrival of Mormon pioneers in Salt 
in the LaRue layout. The O’Sakis, | Lake valley. 
Jap man and woman, go over nicely Stepin Fetchit is top-billed, but 
with their perch and risley act. Most} two other acts rate higher for palm- 
daring of their stunts has the man| patting, Theda Loy, tiny, exotic | 
balancing his partner aloft a tall pole | Chinese gal, who injects subtlety into | 
from which she sways and otherwise | a fan dance, and the Four Glovers, | 
disports herself perilously. Roy Rog- | acros. | 
ers (not the cowboy film player), a! Colored film player, spotted next | 
rubbery comedian, annexes laughs | to closing, offers iittle in talent, | 
and gasps with somersaults, tumbling, | as a singer or shuffle dancer. He, 
gagging and clowning. continually resorts to emitting. gut- | 

Floyd Christie also tickles the|tural sounds and Harlem double- | 
funny bones, fooling around first | talk which went over Roxy pew-| 
with Brock and later with his part-| holder’s heads when caught. His 
ner, Gould, in a bang-up comedy | opening is built around his laziness 
acro turn featured by a slow motion| with a boy frequently coming on 
burlesoue of one of their feats. La-| stage from wings to perform meager | 
Rue, billed as ‘the films’ No. 1 gang-! chores, such as removing Fetchit’s | 
ster.” is a mild name for the show.| hat and handing him a prop phone. | 
He's assisted by his sister, Emily, who | Act fails to solidly click. 
sings, and an unvrogramed pianist.| The Glovers, following Fetchit, | 
LaRue and his sister join for some| take a simple playground teeter- 
comedy business and then he gets; board and create a circus of fun. | 
serious for a vortraval of a youth! Each of the elderly males in the out- | 
about to go to the electric chair. fit alternate at breath-taking jumps 

The blonde Irene Vermillion is as | through the air, landing on a chair | 
nimble and agile as ever in her acro|held by another member of the 
dance. The four gal trumpeters and | troupe. Act is fast and sly mimicry 
a nianist still embellish the act, per- | by several of the Glovers net them 
mitting Miss Vermillion breathing | 8reatest number of encores. 
spells between her endeavors. She| Miss Loy’s opening number, ‘Green 
has a particularly striking and bi-|and Gold Fantasy,’ is solid ballet, | 
zarre Oriental number which wit-| aided by a gorgeous Oriental cos- | 
nesses her beating tomtoms during |tume. Her other stint, in contrast, | 
her gyrations. |is a ostrich feather-waving workout, | 

Unit is undeystood to be working | With dancer practically in her birth- | 


for $2,000 for week. Rees. | day suit, subsequently making a 
ict | brief flesh flash. 
EMBASSY. N. Y Ken Phillips, who m.c.’s, has a| 

’ * . powerful baritone, but his handling | 


(NEWSREELS) of a comic ditty, ‘He Wooed Her,’ | 
Excellent compilation of material | Was tepidly received at this catching. | 
and a super-abundance of humorous, | Dishes out orthodox introductions al 
human interest and topical news | 4¢ts via mike on stage. 
subjects, outweighing usual prepon- | _Ted Waldman, in blackface, and) 
derance of weighty world events, | his photogenic femme partner, Sus- 
makes this week's presentation aj Sie, open with some stale gags and | 
standout, In addition to the usual | it remains for the male’s harmonica | 
two Lew Lehr (Movietone) clips, | to raise act's ante. The Three Busy | 
shaped for laughs, there are at least | Bees, two gals and a boy hoofer, clog 
a half dozen relatively unimportant | effectively, but their fare is well-| 
sidelights on news which hit the | known to regular house patrons, the | 
funny-bone because of first-rate|trio having appeared here several | 
commentary and witty punch lines, | Months ago. Bill Floor’s house quin- 
Three subjects share top honors. | tet handles cleff duties well. Guss. 


March of Times’ monthly release, 
CHICAGO, CHI 


‘The Movies March On’ (reviewed in 
Chicago, July 22. 














Variety, July 5), easily dominates, 

with Paramount’s exclusive of the 

Whitney Bourne-Stanton L. Griffis 

wedding and News of the Day’s ‘Is Lc 22. 

New York Wicked?’ as runners-up. Nan Rae & Co. (2), Capt. Treiber's | 
‘Movies March On’ consumes 20 Seals, Steve Evans, Fortunello & | 

minutes of the hour program, but: Ciriilino, Evans Girls; ‘Daughters | 

holds interest throughout with its, Courageous’ (WB). 

brief history of the film industry. | 

The Gov. Dickinson controversy is} Stage here, formerly devoted al-_| 

current front page stuff, and Metro| most exclusively to sight acts on be- | 

caught visit of Miss Michigan to lief that the size of the house mili 


, girls lend distinction. 
' three excellent 


| should concrol their own field. If a 


{ . : | 
tated against talking turns, is switch- 


ing much of this policy under new 
booking setup. Bills tind more and 
more talking acts on the rostrum. | 


| Especially is this the case with com- | 
| edy 
' rarity at this house. Currently, there 


acts, which were formerly a 
are two comedy vocal turns on the, 
bill and both manage to come through | 
with this audience, many of which | 
were drawn by the film. 


House has brought back Fred picture machines to be introduced in| Sunday (23). 
Evans, to stage, and his linegirls. AS| america about 45 years ago, died in| 


ever, the Evans production and line- | 
Latter turn in! 
numbers, with the 
topper being a ‘Hungarian Rhapsody’ 
routine that’s a honey. | 

From the files comes the comedy 
novelty tumbling team of Fortunello 
and Cirillino, who retain a fine nov-| 
elty gift that makes ’em an unusual | 
item in tumbling turns. There's more 
circus stuff with Capt. Treiber’s four 
seals. For the most part this turn is 
similar to other seal acts, but there 
are two tricks that make it stand out. | 
One of the captain's acrobatic seals 
does a single flipper stand that’s a 
knockout, and then two of ’em do a' 
flinper-to-flipper balance bit that has 
seldom, if ever, been seen around 
these parts. 

Nan Rae and Co. (New Acts) were 
formerly the Clark Sisters. They do 
a talking comedy act which got 
laughs when caught, but which indi- 
cates that it would do even better in 
the suburban theatres, where the 
strictly hoke comedy is nearly al- 
ways warmly received. Basis of the 
turn is a housefrau from the audi- 
ence being interviewed by a femme- 
inquiring reporter, with comedy an- 
swers. Wind up with a song and 
then a comedy dance by the audience 
plant. 


Back again is Steve Evans (no re- 
lation to Fred) with his impersona- 
tions of notables and his punchy 
drunk impression. Some of the per- 
sonality mirroring is wearing thin. 

Biz excellent last show Friday (21). 

Gold. 








Singing Waiters | 





(Continued from page 1) 





ica, claimed jurisdiction over singing 
waiters but the latter contend they | 
charter is granted it will probably | 
come from the Four A's, parent of | 
the actor-artist unions. 


Jack Allman, who formerly ap- | 
peared with Jimmy Hussey and Her- 
bert Ashley, is one of the leaders 
seeking a union charter. Warbling 
waiters organization has Sam Sim- 
mons as president, Ben Ritchie, v.p.; 
Dinny Nelson, treasurer; Eddie De- 
laney, business agent, and Harry 
Mitchell, organizer. Simmons was of 
Simmons and Quinn, also of the 
Brooklyn City Four. 





MARRIAGES 


Patricia Gilmore to Enric Madri- 
guera, in Crown Point, Ind., July | 
20. Groom is bandleader; bride his 
radio vocalist. 


Arlene Hoffman to Allan Lemay | 





in Las Vegas, Nev., Suly 22. He’s | 
writer at Paramount. ‘ 
Phyllis Daab to Edward John | 


Morgan, July 22, in Norwalk, Conn. | 
Bride is daughter of Hy Daab' 
(VARIETY ). 


Adrienne Allen to William Dwight 
Whitney, in Stonington, Sussex, | 
England, July 20. She’s film and | 
legit actress and former wife of | 
Raymond Massey. | 

Shirley Gray to Russ Morgan, in 
Ft. Worth, July 21. He’s the orches- | 
tra leader; she’s his secretary. 

Mary Farrell to Thomas L. Staple- 
ton, in Norfolk, Va., July 19. Bride 
formerly in musical comedy; he’s in 
the production end of legit. 


Lillian Emerson to Herbert Huber 
Boscowitz, in New York, July 25. 
She’s a legit actress; he’s the bridge 
expert. 





BIRTHS 


Mrs. Carlos Vannicola, son, July 
16, in Boston, their second child. 
Father is advertising artist for RKO 
theatres, Boston. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Duryea, son, | 
July 15, in New York. Father is in 
‘The Little Foxes,’ National, N. Y. | 

Mr, and Mrs. Do. Ameche, son, in | 
Hollywood, July 21. Father is f lm 
player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Kirby, daughter, 
July 21, in Washington. Father is 
publicity boss for NAB and mother | 
(Marjorie Arnold) formerly pro- 
duced children’s programs over 
WSM, Nashville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cardini, 
daughter, in New York, July 13. 
Father is the magician. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Borack, son, 
in Salt Lake City, July 20. Father 
is booker and buyer for Intermoun- 
tain Theatres, Ine, 


| 





{road in 1918 with Maude Adams in 


| years later, she performed on Broad- 
| way with Lionel Barrymore in ‘Let- 


| Buffalo waterfront lodging house. 





HERMAN CASLER 


Herman Casler, 72, inventor of the 
biograph, one of the first motion 


Canastota, N. Y., Thursday (20). He 
had been stricken with a heart at- 
tack several days earlier, 

After machine shop experience in 
Syracuse, he became affiliated with 


| General *rlectric Co. in 1893, when 
| he began dabbling with motion pic- 


tures. On his retirement from the 
company he constructed the muto- 
scope, a machine for exhibiting pic- 
tures of objects in motion, and the 
mutograph, a camera for taking pic- 
tures. 

Still not satisfied, he turned to the 
biograph, a machine for projecting 
by means of an electric lamp, mov- 
ing pictures in theatres. This quick- 
ly moved films into the fore as @& 
major field of entertainment. The 
biograph was first shown at Ham- 
merstein’s, New York, Oct. 11, 1896, 
along with machines of two other 
inventors. 

Surving are his widow, Fannie 
Ehle Casler, and two sons, Harry 
and Roger, 





RAY S. SUGDEN (TAMPA) 


Ray S. Sugden, 52, known profes- 
sionally as Tampa, the Magician, died 
at the St. Francis Hospital in Pitts- 
burgh last week after a four-month 
iliness. Although he retired from 
the stage eight years ago, after a ca- 
reer that included a command per- 
formance for the late King George 
V of England, Tampa continued to 
give exhibitions at entertainments 
and organization meetings in the 
Pittsburgh district right up until the 
time he fell ill. Of late he had been 
employed by the Pittsburgh Press as 
a feature of its Seckatary Hawkins 
children’s clubs 

For 20 years Tampa was associated 
with the late Howard Thurston and 
invented a number of Thurston's il- 
lusions. 

Sugden was president of the Pitts- 
burgh Chapter, International Broth- 
erhood of Magicians, and was also a 
32d degree Mason. He leaves his 
wife and two sons. 





GUY D’ISERE 


Guy D’Isere, 40, a clarinetist em- 
ployed by the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, collapsed and died on a stair- 
way of the 59th street station of the 
Independent Subway, New York, 
July 17. His body remained uniden- 
tified until two days later when Al- 
exander Semmler, a CBS ‘pianist, 
made the identification. 


Member of the Columbia Symph | 
| the latter city July 20. 


since 1927, D’Isere is believed to have 
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OBITUARIES 


JACK DUFFY 


Jack Duffy, 57, veteran vaude and 
| silent film comic, died in Hollywood 
Duffy had been work. 
ing as a make-up artist in studios. 
| Survived by two sisters, one being 
| Kate Price, former screen actress, 
| and several brothers. Burial in Ho}. 
| lywood. 

Duffy spent 10 years in musica} 
comedy and vaude in New York be. 
fore entering films. He had worked 
| on all lots. His last film was ‘Wild 
| Brian Kent’ at 20th-Fox in 1936. 





CHARLES J. MAGUIRE 


Charles J. Maguire, 57, veteran of 
stage, circus and screen, died July 
22 in North Hollywood, Cal. 

Before moving to the Coast, he 
had been with the New York Roof 
Garden, Hippodrome, Hagenbeck & 
Wallace and the Crystal Palace, Lon- 
don. Widow, Janet Sully, actress, 
and brother John, of N. Y., survive, 
Buria! in Burbank, Cal. 


DAWN NOEL 


Dawn Hope Noel, 19, actress, died 
July 18, 1939, in Los Angeles, a 
suicide. She was the wife of James 
Noel, orchestra leader, and daughter 
of Adele Blood, stage actress, who 
died by her own hand three years 
ago. 





IRVING PENN 


1 Irving Penn, 42, manager of the 
| royalty department at G. Schirmer, 
/music Publishers, died yesterday 
| (Tuesday) of bullet wounds suffered 
| at the hands of assassins. 

Details in the music section. 








RUSSELL REDMOND 


Russell Redmond, 20, radio singer, 
|died at his home in Cedar Rapids, 
| July 10, of heart trouble, 

Survived by a brother and sister. 


Charles F. Gladfelter, former exec 
| of the Hearst newspaper organiza- 
|tion, died July 19 at his home in 
Scarsdale, N. Y. Became _ business 
manager of the Louisville (Ky.) 
Herald in 1914, later moving to the 
Chicago Herald-Examiner in the 
same capacity. Came to N. Y, in 1929 
as general manager and v.p. of the 
Newspaper and Magazine Paper Cor- 
poration, Hearst affiliate, retiring 
four years ago. Widow and a daugh- 
ter survive, 





Clarence E. Reiter, 31, projection- 





ist in Marinette, Wis., and nearby 
Menominee, Mich., theatres died in 
Survived by 


| . . ; . : 
died from natural causes. His widow, | Parents, widow, three children and 


Jean, who was summering at South 
Brookville, Me., and a 14-year-old 
son, Chadwick, attending a _ boys’ 
camp on Cape Cod, survive, 


JOSEPHINE HOFFSTADT WEHN | 


Mrs, Josephine Wehn, 59, former | 
actress who until recently had been | 
an instructress of pantomime at the 
Alviene School of the Theatre, died | 
in the Bronx, N. Y., July 18, after a 
long illness. 

As Josephine Hoffstadt she played 
in stock and later appeared on the 





| 


‘A Kiss for Cinderella.’ In 1920, two 


ter of the Law.’ She had acted 
abroad and other plays in which she | 
was cast here included, ‘We Ameri- | 
cans,’ ‘Four Walls’ and ‘Maya.’ 


PAT BARRETT 


Pat Barrett, 67, died at the Buffalo | 
Meyer Memorial Hospital without | 
funds and with no one to claim his | 
body. Last employed in ‘Abie’s | 
Irish Rose,’ Barrett was forced off | 
the stage by failing eyesight and| 
spent his last years living in| 
Straightened circumstances in a_/|f 





Actor’s Fund of New York sent 
$100 for burial expenses and the 
Buffalo Variety Club contributed 
the balance as well as furnishing 
bearers for a church funeral, 





RAY LAUGHLIN 

Ray Laughlin, about 34, died in 
Milwaukee recently, despite a last- 
minute blood transfusion by Lloyd 
Hundling, with whom Laughlin 
a in Herbie Holmes’ orches- 
ra. 

Laughlin, a violinst, led the house 
band at Kansas City’s Palmor ball- 
room for two years and also did the 
same at the Fox Tower, K. C., for 
some time. Survived by widow and | 
mother, 





three sisters. 

Wife of Capt. Philip Egner, writer 
of ‘On Brave Old Army Team’ and 
other West Point compositions, died 
July 18 in Bast Orange, N. J. Be- 
sides her husband she is survived 
by two sons, 

Frederick S. Hart, 34, member of 
the advertising staff of RCA-Victor, 
Philadelphia, died July 19 at his 
home in Narberth, Pa. Widow, fath- 
er, brother and sister survive. 





Mrs. Annie E. Foote, 89, musician, 
died July 21 at her home in Mil- 
waukee. Mrs. Foote had been a 
pianist and organist for 76 years. 
Survived by granddaughter and son. 


Walker Reid, 54, for 15 years con- 
nected with the radio transmitter de- 
partment of the General Electric 
Company, Schenectady, died last 
week in Albany Hospital. 

Ed Toepperwein, 65, musician and 
local band conductor, died at San 
Antonio, Texas from a heart attack 
July 19. 





Thomas J. Ford, 70, former Rubi- 
con, Wis., band musician, died July 
12 in a Hartford, Wis., hospital. Sur- 
vived by a brother. 





Edgar Hamburger, 54, died July 12, 
in Bellefontaine, O. He was one of 
the principal developers of Indian 
View resort, Indian Lake, O. 





Bertie M. Altmiller, 39, wife of 
Jesse Altmiller, drummer in the pit 
crew of the Fox theatre, Philadel- 
phia, died July 16 in Camden, N. J. 





Thomas W. Heath, 45, an employee 
of Russell Bros. Circus, died in an 
East Stroudsburg, Pa., hospital Sun- 
day (23) following an appendectomy. 
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Coin Means Midway Break 








(Continued from page 1) 





Fair itself is turning a profit. 
missal of hundreds from the staff, 
admittedly to operate within the 
pudget, clearly indicates the reverse. 
Wall Street, busy with heavy se- 
curity turnovers last week, hardly 
gave the Fair’s bond ‘payments a 
tumble. Brokerages said there was 
‘something’ -in back of the move. 
Yesterday (Tuesday) the bonds were 
quoted at 53.6, a new low for over- 
the counter securities. Prior to the 
Fair's opening there were bids for 
the bonds as low as 50. After open- 
ing the highest price quoted was 
around 82, Fair bonds steadily drop- 
ping since then. They are redeem- 
able in 1941. 

The bargain tickets strongly hy- 
poed the attendance, particularly on 
Saturday (22). Sunday ran behind, 
put still registered big figures. 

The exhibitors are demanding 
anew a flat 50c admission, the same 
rate that the midway bunch has been 
pleading for, with a 25¢ admish after 
9 p.m. Paid count for the two bargain 
days was put at 483,516, mostly pur- 
chasers of the experimental $1 com- 
bination ticket, which had a value of 
$2.25, based on the regular rates. The 
special $1 ticket included general ad- 
mission, entrance to five midway 
shows or concessions and stubs good 
for 25c worth of food. The bargain 
combo attracted many visitors who 


had not previously entered the) 
amusement loop. 
Concessionaires contended the 


stunt proved what could be expected 
if rates were revised downward. 
Each stub on the combo ticket re- 


turned only 5c to the concessions | 


named, but the operators seemed 
well pleased with the plan, which 
brought crowds and overcame the 
handicap of location and the opposi- 
tion of the exhibit area. Conces- 
sions not included on the bargain 
ticket cut their admissions to 15 and 
25c on both days. Some have had a 
top of 40c, but figured it better to 
have their spots populated than op- 
erate to slim crowds. 
sions did well, drawing from the 
overflow or attracting these who did 
not care to jam into the packed 
cheap ticket spots. 
Jessel’s Big Jam 


Probably benefiting the most on 
the combo was Little Old New York, 
which claimed 68,779 admissions on 


Saturday and 66,387 on Sunday, said | 
to be a record of some kind at the | 


Fair. Reported that the shops and 
shows inside the George Jessel ‘vil- 
lage’ did better business than at any 
time since opening, indicating that if 
crowds can be attracted, they will 
spend. Regular admission to old 
N. Y. is 25c. 

The Children’s World has taken 
down its hair and is now called Car- 
nival-land. Some concessions there 
cut some time ago and others are 
following suit. A roller rink is un- 
der consideration as is a dance hall 
to accommodate 500 couples. Rides 
in the loop, which were virtually 
deserted, at least did lively business 
from the combination ticket heold- 
ers and lines formed at such con- 
cessions. They may not have op- 
erated to a profit at 5¢ per, but it 
Was known that the rides were 
scaled too high originally and such 
concessionaires have a logical excuse 
to chop now 

Easing on Girl Shows 

Fewer restrictions on girl shows 
and a more liberal attitude towards 
censorship was a development over 
the weekend. Previously a commit- 
tee of concessionaires, H. M. Lam- 
mers, chairman of the amusement 
Control board, and Grover Whalen 
agreed to a more active contact be- 
tween the 


concessionaires and the 
Fair Corp. 


management, added 
transportation to the midway; and 
immediate consideration of matters 
that have annoyed concession opera- 
tors. One of these is understood to 
have been need for a more sensible 
attitude on midway censorship. 

One effect of the squabble over 
Nudity or so-called slight undraping 
In some shows has been that the 
Objectionable, blatant ballys at sev- 
€ral shows have been toned down. 
What uncovering that has been done 
1S not being shouted to the rooftops 
Outside, but is left strictly up to the 
Visitors to find out or take a chance 
on what they will see inside. It’s 
better also to che extent that it does 


not extend extravagant promises, | 


and wipes out that feeling of being 
8yPped as some have charged. 

_. With some 13 or more undraped 
Srl shows operating, some leeway 
Either that or 


was to be expected, 


Dis- | 


Such conces- | 


;a quick fold for some of the places 
loomed. 

In the meantime, a new cabaret 
with Nils T. Granlund at the helm 
opened last week. It is not far 
from the Congress of Beauty show 
where N. T. G. has his outfit, Thi: 
revue again threatens to undergo 
changes. A realignment of some sort 
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Anti-Nazi Game K.O.d 





N. Vancouver, B.C., July 25. 

Provincial police s in 
and stopped an anti-Nazi game 
at an outdoor show staged here 
under the auspices of Loyalist 
Spain sympathizers. A mustached 
dummy wearing a swastika and 
bearing a sign ‘der dictapator’ 
was erected with a sign nearby: 
‘Knock the storm trooper cold, 
Three balls 10c.’ 
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Expo Attraction 
EXTASIE 





Protests made by the German 





is in the offing, with business off 
so badly that matinees were aban- | 
doned temporarily. 

Midway is surfeited with nudie 
shows but it is not unusual for 
,a fair to be overly supplied with | 
any one type of attraction. Second | 
year of Chicago's fair witnessed an 
jarray of 14 ‘villages,’ nearly every 
one boasting some type of girl show. 
Concessionaires argue that they come 
to New York to be shocked, and if 
they aren't. they are falling down on 
the job and they are disappointed. 

Rule on covering up for the girl 


performers lasted about three weeks. | 


New entries were Greenwich Vil- 
lage Life Classes; Naughty Nana, 
peephole dancer; 
all in George Jessel’s Old New York, 
|all grinding at 10c and showing signs 
of catching on. Also the larger girl 
dancing show is back after a try 
with old fiickers. ‘Extazie’ (former- 
ly the Amazons), is taking on im- 
proved form with realignment of 
routines, new Salome dancers and a 
bubble danseuse. Crystal] Palace has 
‘cut down the running time of its 
revue, stressing Rosita Royce. 
Cuban Village also has realigned 
|its rhumba and native dancers so 
that a full show is put on without 
those 20-30 minute waits. The origi- 
inal version has not been changed 
much and is attracting crowds. 


ASCAP Politics 














(Continued from page 31) 


General Murphy and causing him to 
inquire why some action has not 
been taken. 

5. After refusing to renew the at- 
tack, Assistant Attorney General 
Thurman Arnold ‘head of the anti- 
trust division) has directed subordi- 
nates to hypo the antique 1935 suit. 
Staff is very industrious at the mo- 
ment, anticipating a move to restore 
the bill of complaint to the N. Y. 
calendar as soon as the justices come 
back from vacation. 

Wheeler Bill 

The Wheeler till—specifying that 
networks must assume responsibility 
for infringements on chain broadcasts 
ithe old NAB-backed clearance-at- 
the-source idea), but without placing 
any limit on liability—was a major 
surprise to radio watchers. Not be- 
cause it reflected the Montana solon’s 
views, but in view of his recent de- 
sire to be educated in regard to the 
whole subject and indications he 
would make no move until next year. 
At a recent hushed-up dinner parley 
with various radio people, Wheeler 
announced he thinks the chains 
should be responsible for copyright 
clearance, but gave other diners rea- 
son to think he wanted to go deeper 
before endorsing any cure for the 
perennial headache 

In view of the web people, 
Wheeler's bill would be acceptable 
with gan addition. It should fix a 
heteaitt. oe on their possible liability 
—such as the $2,000 clause embodied 
in the ‘compromise bill’ being drafted 
under State Department auspices— 
or stipulate that any network broad- 
performance. The 
present law is phrased so that each 


ctsatian rarrvuing any web 5SYoOodram 
Stavuion Cariyitig, ay WwW program 


cast is a single 


can be forced to pay the $250 mini- 
mum award There is nothing to 
block ASCAP from cotiecting from 
without know!l- 


copyright situation, 


every outlet which, 
edge as to the 
transgresses. 

What the network people here 
claim they want in any such bill is 
a clause declaring that no matte: 
how many stations air a particular 
ijnumber at the same moment there 
is only one ‘performance’. If the law 
places a roof on their potential dam- 
ages webbers say they would be sat- 


isfied. Even if subject to a bill of 
such proportions as $2,000 per 
number. 

Although the NAB is trying to 


speed action on Capitol Hill, there 
is no chance of any action before | 
next vear. Probably late next spring 
| at the soonest. No member of either 
branch has been wiiling to present 
the ‘compromise bill,” even though 
several agree with the broadcasters 
ind other music users that some 


Shades of P. T. Barnum: 


and Cutest Nudist, | 


consul started action. 








Coast Ham ’n’ Eggers 


Hook Up With a Circus 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
Fatima, the Hindu _ elephant, | 
lifted her trunk to the California sky | 
and snorted, ladylike but Cisdainful. | 
Abkar, the Abyssinian gorilla, beat | 
| his chest and let out a sound that} 
carried al] the musical nuances of, 
|}a Bronx cheer. Nero, the Numidian 
| lion, and Beatrix, the Bengal tigress, 
| snarled in the same key. In their 
| various modes of expression 
| were uttering a protest against Ham | 
\’n’ Eggs. 


Ham ’n 





Eggs, a political persua- 
|fornia, is camping on the tanbark 
| trail and threatening to take over 
the remnants of the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace and Al G. Barnes circus outfits, 
which have fallen upon evil days. 
The tent shows are in hock and the 
Ham ‘n’ Eggers, technically known 
as the $30-a-Week-Retirement-Life- 
Payments-Association, are offering 
their assistance to foil the sheriff's 
| bloodhounds. 


Big idea is to combine the men- 
agerie, acrobats, clowns, bareback 
|riders and Ham ’n’ Eggers into a 
| three-ring show under one big top, 
| with everybody drawing 30 bucks 
;every week from the California 
State treasury. The circus people 
have the big top and the Ham ’n’ 
Eggers have the big idea. 





Everything grows big in Califor- | 


nia, including taxes. 


limit is desirable. Senator Homer T. 
Bone of Washington, chairman of the 
Senate Copyright committee, has had 
the bill in his briefcase, for instance, 
for the past month, but will not as- 
|; sume responsibility for the mental 
trouble that is bound to upset any- 
body who tries to chaperone it 
through Congress. Bone was urged 
last week by radio wire-pullers to 
get to work and expedite action. 
The Wheeler bill, while 


; (25c) 
Using the same stage and layout 


as the Amazons, which it replaces, | 
| this new show promises to catch on 


because of its sock dancing. 
unit has gone through several revi- 
sions since rearranged as ‘Extasie.’ 
Still remains the Salome dancing girl 


story told by means of a sound track, | 


with performers merely moving their 
lips, 

Performance is a shocker for the 
visiting firemen. Denise is Salome. 
who discards the seven veils. Dance 
itself is not so suggestive, but there 
are plenty of playful didos leading 
up to it that are torrid. She's a 
looker and trim dancer. 

Tatara and Tahita are the relief 
terpers appearing as Salome. Car- 
men is a graceful balloon dancer who 
entertains between main perform- 
ances. There are three statuesque 
Roman gladiators (also femmes), a 


| Slave girl and a plump Nero who 
they | plays stooge to the dancing Salome. 


Wear. 


Seite set N.Y, STATE WILL 


BE KNEE-DEEP 
IN FA 


Syracuse, N. Y.. July 25. 

Central New Yok, birthplace of 
the county fair as it has been trans- 
| planted to every section of the coun- 
| try, is preparing for a banner ex- 
| position year. Disregarding the fact 
that most fair-minded residents of 
the area are expected to see the 
N. Y. World’s Fair during the sum- 
| mer, directors of more than 20 coun- 
| try fairs are going ahead with plans 
| based on expected record attendance. 





| So many of the county expos are | 


| celebrating centennials that that fact 
has lost almost all news value in 
| these parts. The Tompkins County 
| Fair, Aug. 15-19, is marking its 
centennial. The Cortland County 
Fair is settling down to its second 
hundred years and many others are 
pushing the century mark. 
In the latter classification is the 
|New York State fair in Syracuse 
| which is already making plans for its 





it em-/ centennial in 1940. 


braces the theory urged by NAB for | 


several vears, still does not have in- 
dustry blessing. It’s regarded chiefly , 
as the handiwork of Ed Craney, 
owner of KGIR, Butte, and a pal of | 
the senator's, and of Phil Loucks, | 
former head of the trade body. (John 
Gillin is also in town.) The prin- 
cipal interest of the wirepullers is a 


comprehensive overhauling of the | 

| 
statute. not a piecemeal perform- 
ance 


Slumbering suit against the copy- 
right pool will be revived in October 
with the aid of NAB and prosecuted 
vigorously under the new trust- 
busting policy of the Roosevelt Ad- 
ministration. Prof. Arnold has been 
lukewarm (feeling before that the 
amount of money involved and the 
extent of public interest in 
right is altogether too limited to jus- 
tify a big expenditure of money and 
effort) but now has felt the prod 
particularly Justice 
Black’s outspoken dissent in the 
Florida case. (Black declared Federal 


copy- 


from Congress 





power should be invoked especially 
since the copyright act is intenaec 
to protect the creators again: 

use of their brain-children.) 


Several senators, and even more 
have hearing 
from their broadcaster-constituents 
about the amount of money they 
must fork over to Tin Pan Alley. 
An unorganized lobby is in opera- 
tion. The vote-conscious lawmakers 
are beginning to feel that they can 
make political capital out of slam- 
ming the ‘city slickers.’ From the 
states which have enacted or are 
considering local copyright laws, the 
pressure is tremendous. ‘(Responsi- 
bility for these local campaigns is 
disowned by the NAB.) 


congressmen. been 


Indianola Pavilion, Columbus. once 
the outstanding ballroom in the city, 
has been converted into a skating 
rink by Bill Kirkpatrick who also 
operates the Crystal Beach Ball- 


room. Vermillion-on-the-Lake, O 





| Legiters’ Films 





(Continued from page 3) 


month for interest and other financ- 
ing charges as well as first call to 
the picture's backers to recoup the 
loan from initial distribution pro- 
ceeds. 


Labor Higher 
Regarding cost of union labor, 
this has heen found to be higher 


east than in Hollywood. Rates for 
cameramen set by Local 644. N, Y., 
call for a scale of $250 per 48-hour 
week, or $62.50 per day for first 
cameramen, On the Coast, 
$272.25 the first week: $217.82 per 
week on a four-week guarantee, ana 
$163.35 per week on a six-month 


ntee. First cameramen in the 


4 


eal 
scaie 


the full $250 each and every 
they work. It is true that 
they have less work. but the scale 

ist be paid regardless 

Coast second cameramen _— get 
$136.15 per 48-hour week, or $27.50 
per day, as avainst $54.45 for first 
cameramen. On a four-week basis, 
rates drop to $109.90 per week. In 
the east, second cameramen get $50 
per day or $250 per week. the same 
as first cameramen. In _ practice. 
when producers come east to make 
pictures, they are required to take 
on an eastern first cameraman, who 
usually becomes the second 
as a No. 1 camera technician is 
usually brought along by the pro- 
ducer from Hollywood 

General practice of financing done 
by Erpi or associates is not to ad- 
vance actual cash toward produc- 
tion but to advance credits if pic- 
tures are made at its eastern or 
western studios. In this way, it is 
figured, Eastern Service and Gen- 
eral Service studios can be kept 
running at a maximum to cut down 
studio overhead 





< 


Present | 


lenser, | 


Frisco Fair's 5-Week Figures Show 
OK Biz; Kyser Strong; Cite Grosses 


San Francisco, July 25, 
Gross income of the Golden Gate 
| International Exposition during the 
| first five weeks of Charles H. Strub’s 
| regime as managing director of the 
| fair has been twice that of any other 
five-week period in the history of 
the expo, it was revealed before 
| Strub departed for a three weeks’ 
trip east last Thursday (20). 
In the 25-day period starting with 
|} the summer opening, which official- 
ly started the Strub operation of the 
| expo, paid admissions totaled 1.234.- 
{618, or a daily average of 49,385, 
; more than 15,000 a day in excess of 
| the period from opening day, Feb. 
| 18, to the summer opening, June 24. 
The Fair has been clearing twice 
/as much, above operating expenses, 
| as it did earlier, and that the daily 
| average profit during the past five 
weeks is estimated to be in the 
neighborhood of $5,000. 
| The Treasure Island Music Hall, 
| hitherto white elephant, was opened 
| last week by Kay Kyser, whose first 
| week drew over 60,000, or around 
| $26,000 to the expo. 
| ‘Cavalcade of the Golden West’ 
| continues to be the top attraction, 
| both in the exposition-sponsored 
| group and in the general concessions 


| 


class. The pageant drew $67,129 
|from July 1 to July 18, inclusive. 
| For the same period, ‘Folies Bergere’ 
| Srossed $66,364; Palace of Fir Arts, 
, $17,537; automobile park, » ”.687; 
| Chinese Village, $27,369; Sal = Rand 
| Nude Ranch, $20,685; Ripley’s Oddi- 
|torium, $18,805; Incubator Babies, 
| $14,443, and Midget Village, $11,450. 


| Expo management, since supply- 
| ing these figures, has clamped down 
+ On gross releases of shows. No state- 
| ment would be made as to why gate 
| receipts will no longer be secured 
from the revenue control office. 
Travel here is up 26% over last year 
at this time. 


| President Leland Cutler jis stil) 
hopeful that he will get some favor- 
able aetion in Washington on the 
$606,650 additional money whict the 
expo is seeking from the U. S. 
The spot formerly occupied by 
| ‘Secrets of Monte Carlo’ is to be 
taken over by Chuck Pedell who will 
move his girl show from the Can- 
did Camera exhibit to the Monte 
; Carlo — spot. Greenwich Village, 
which has had a hectic career, what 
with police raids, financial! difficul- 
| ties, squabbles with expo execs, was 
closed again last week. A new con- 
' tract is being offered to sub-conces- 
| sionaires there in .an effort to keep 
| the place operating on a standard 
acceptable to the public. 

Elmer Bose has siyeceeded Tex 
Cameron, operator of the Happy 
Valley Ranch and other eateries at 
the expo, as prexy of the Conces- 

| sionaires Association. fembers ot 
the board of directors of the acsocia- 
tion now are Bose, president: Charles 
G. Davis, F. M. McFalls, Mrs. Cliff 
| Wilson, v.p.’s, and J. D. Lane, treas- 
urer. Russell, who no longer is con- 
nected as manager of the Scottish 
Village, is expected to be replaced 
as a member of the board. 
Ringling Show’s Payday 
Crap Game Starts Plenty 
Detroit, July 25. 

Two persons were seriously in- 
jured, seven men arrested and five 
persons were tossed off moving train 
last week as Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey circus was traveling from 
a three-day stand here to Jackson, 
Mich. Battle followed an after-pay- 
day crap game, in which one of cir- 


ett 9 : + \ 4 v4 , ’ 
Cus roustabdouts insuitead a fal pere- 
former. 


Police at suburban Dearborn halt- 
ed train after reports several per- 
sons had been thrown off cars. Two 
of the persons, both Negroes, were 
taken to a hospital. After making a 
prelim investigation police permitted 
train to move on in order to fill en- 
gagements at Jackson, but held 
seven men. 

Fight apparently started when a 
Negro roustabout insulted a white 
performer during the dice game. 
Performers pitted themselves against 
the roustabouts, throwing some off 
the train. Arrested men were re- 
leased next day after charges were 
dropped. 


Sammy Kaye orchestra cancelled 
the week of Aug. 11 at the Lyric the- 
atre, Indianapolis, because of forced 
labor strike shutdown, One-nighters 
will fill the week. 
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NO WONDER THEY’RE TALKING ABOUT 
THIS BAND —IT’S THE NEW SENSA TION! 
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and his CANDID CAMERA MUSIC 


| Music That “Clicks”! 
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1 FEATURING: 
| SHERMAN HAYES « DICK DILDINE BEAR MOUNTAIN INN 
; BEAR MOUNTAIN, N. Y. 
| Catch Courtney on these (engagement recently extended until September 4th) 
BRUNSWICK VOCALION RECORDS ® 
ik “This Is No Dream” “Somebody Told Me ON THE AIR 
t ia They Loved Me” WABC and the CBS Network 
} I’m In Love With i , : Y | 
: j | The Honorable Mr. " Over The Rainbow Mondays—11:30 to 12 P, M. Seturdays—Tl to 11:30 P. M.. 
ia So-and-So” " “Still The Bluebird 
i Sings” Ustanisero 1998 
a) “The Lamp Is Low” ' 
{ “An Apple For The a | 
eh “How Lovely You Are” Teacher” rile. te | 
: j Del extends thanks to Louis Fischer and Harry Keller of Bear Mountain Inn, to uw i l L I R itl ml iy x R i % i G t ii C y, 4 i [ * | 
te 4 CBS for radia co-operation, to Joe Higgins of Columbia Recording Co., and | 
i . to NBC for previous broadcasts from Albanyl NEW YORK @ CHICAGO @ HOLLYWOOD @ LONDON | 








